The Spider Club

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible,
social learning experience, centred on spiders,
their relatives, and on nature in general.”

''''
g o

SPRING EDITION
WWW.SPIDERCLUB.CO.ZA
Follow us on Facebook




Contents

About the Spider Club ...........cccccceeeeine 3 Wa'k‘”Q (unnin g ) wi _t h yo .u nhg natu
and spiders: Free State National Botanical

Fromthe hub ... 4 Garden i Bloemfontein, 7 September

SNIPPELS . 5

ODSEIVALIONS....evieeeeeeeeeee e 9

CassaiLifeAtlas:Ex pl ori ng Angol aods
Hidden Biodiversity ..............cccevvvvvvnnnnn. 25

Spider Videos .......ccoeoveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 15
TiNY TULOIS...coeiiiieee e 16

Spider of the Month............cccvvvvvvennnne.. 32
EVENTS ..o 1 :
S 9 The wonderful world of spiders.............. 35
ider | ificati : Agricultural .
Spider |dentification Course: Agricultura On alighter note..........evvveviiiiiiiiennnnnn. 40

Research Council i Roodeplaat 25 July

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 3


file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/SPINNEKOPPE/NEWSLETTER/2026/SEPTEMBER/The%20Spider%20Club%20News%20June%202026%20Vol%2042%20No%203%20FIX.docx%23_Toc241249721
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/SPINNEKOPPE/NEWSLETTER/2026/SEPTEMBER/The%20Spider%20Club%20News%20June%202026%20Vol%2042%20No%203%20FIX.docx%23_Toc241249724
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/SPINNEKOPPE/NEWSLETTER/2026/SEPTEMBER/The%20Spider%20Club%20News%20June%202026%20Vol%2042%20No%203%20FIX.docx%23_Toc241249725
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIPqHtl4K50

About the SpiderClub

The SpiderClub of SouthernAfricais a non-profit organisation.Our aim is to encouragean intereg in all
arachnidsandto promotethis interestandthe studyof theseanimalsby all suitablemeans.

Membershipis opento anyone.Peopleinterestedin joiningthe club may applyto any committee memberfor
information.

Fieldoutings,dayvisits,arachnidsurveysand demonstrationsworkshopsand exhibitsare arrangedfrom time
to time. Adiary of eventsandoutingsis publishedat the end of this newsletter.

Contactus

WEBSITBhttp://www.spiderclub.co.za BEMAILADDRES $ifo@spiderclub.co.za

n Find us on:
faceb00k® atd ¢ rs¥derClubof SouthernAfricaé

Yourcommittee; alwaysavailableand readyto help:

Rudi Steenkamp Chairperson and editor 064 842 8306 rudolphsteinkampf@gmail.com

Janet Pretorius Secretary 082 770 6614 pretoriusjanetl2@gmail.com

Jeanne van Aswegen Treasurer 082811 6857 jeanne@grammarguardians.co.:

Jarrod Michael Todd Events organiser 067 833 2191 jarrod.todd37@gmail.com

Wessel Pretorius Webmaster / Western = 072 384 0517 wesjanpretorius@gmail.com
Cape events)

Ruan Booysen Arachnologist 078 095 6116 booysenruan@gmail.com

SusarKotze Social media / 074 244 0306 suzybu86@gmail.com
Merchandising

Joanie Beytell Media liaison 082 490 2832 joaniebeytell@gmail.com
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From the hub

Hispideers!

Spring is here, which meanswe willgoo 6 S K2t RAYy3 ALIARSNI gl f1a 3ILAyd L
one spider identification course held at the Agricultural Research Council (ARC). Jarrod, our events
2NHBFYAASNE A& LA FYYAy3d a2YSOKAYy3 F28R (38BN A% #@&So
include itintheRA I NB i GKS SyR 2F (KS ySgatSUidSN®» Ly 7T O
GKSYSOSNI 6S R2y Qi KI P@Smdieye O2y FANNSR S@Syida (2

Earlier in September, Ruan Booysen and | helvantT 2 NJ K2 YS3O0OK22f OKAf RNBY Ay

I {LAARSNJ /tdzo S@Syidz odzi NFAGKSNI LI NI 27F wdzd yQa
Bloemfontein. Ruan, our resident arachnologist, is no longer at the University &frdeeState and now

g2Nl a +Fd GKS blaA2ylf adzaSdzye | yF2NIldzyl iStes (GKAA
a6SSL) ySia YR @OAlfaz odzi LQY &ad2NB KA&a LRaAAGAZ2Y |
him and us. Anyway, we wish Rumhappy and prosperous future at the museum!

Earlier this year, in February, the Wilderness Project once again travelled to Angola to survey its
biodiversity. Ruan Booysen joined a previous expedition as a macro photographer. This time, they invited
world-renowned macro photographer Nicky Bay from Singapore, who certainly did a splendid job
documenting the microfauna. We would have reported on the trip sooner, but Nicky had ab@@012
photographs to work through before he could finally posti@gabout the expedition. You can read about

this fascinating trip, and see some of fastasticphotos, onpages 2531.

Later this year, Nicky, along with Ruan, will travel to Kenya as part ¥fasil NJ LIN22SOi® 2 S Ol
report on that expedition! And next year, Nicky and others will ®stiShot Borneoa photographic

workshop in the jungles of Borneo. One of dlacebookadmins, Kyle fomas, has already registered for

0KS S@Syilid 2SQOQNB t221Ay3 FT2NBINR (2 KSENAYy3I [tf ¢
next year!

Another longawaited event next year is thifrican Arachnalgical Society (AFRAS) Colloguin@anuary.

LQY y20 &S0 adNB 6KSGKSNIL ¢gAftf FGGSYRX odzi wdz y
Ad 2FFSNAY3I (2 aLRYaz2NI 2yS LISNER2YQa NBIAfardhdd GA2Y
sponsorship will have to deliver an arachnédated presentation. We encourage anyone interested to

apply by sending us an abstract of their proposed presentationpSee Sfor more details.

On a final note, | receht created a YouTube channedlled Tiny Tutors featuring educational (and

hopefully entertaining) cartoons about arthropods and other small animals, but mostly spiders. These
cartoons are all made witartificial intelligence, which is still a highly controversial subject. | hope some of

you will at least watch a few episodes before deciding WhStNJ A 1 Qa | ONRYBS | Ay QfydzS
some of the spiderelated episo&a L Q@S YbdRS 16882 FI NJ 2y

Thank you for reading the newsletter, and, as usual, please let us know what you think and how we can
improve! Your feedback is what keeps me going.

Happy reading!
- RudiSteenkamp


https://www.nickybay.com/cassai-life-atlas-angola-2026/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUiCR5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBwZG9mAWJyaWQRMUF2TmhlNzZpbjZmaEVhakxzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeFq9aAoDGIQxPftRYBIau1jtwSRszjF6H0U8IAIbKrxcWEc37nN3yootSDhA_aem_L_dn8Hs-GNEuhO6kX8dbeg#camp-1
https://www.bugshot.net/bugshot-borneo
https://afras2027.carlamani.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@TinyTutorsZA
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Spider Club sponsorship for AFRAS Colloquium

%__* 15th Colloquium of the
4

ke AFRICAN

ARACHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY
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é: o : Lapalala wlldomoss School,
Yo :‘ ta Vaalwater, Limpopo Province, South Africa
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For anyone who wants to attend the next AFRAS Colloquium (10 to 15 January 2027) in Limpopo but
OFlyy2id IFF2NR GKS wpnnn NBIAAGNIGA2Yy FSS> (GKS {L
registration.

That person will have to deliver a spieketated presentation at the colloquium, and to qualify for the
sponsorship, they will have to submit an abstract about their presentation. The committee will choose
the best abstract and person to regsent the Spider Club at the AFRAS Colloquium.

We have sponsored people at previous colloquiums. At the last AFRBuUIm in 2024, we
sponsored Wessel Pretorius who delivered a presentation on the role of citizen science in
arachnology.

The Spider Chuwill only pay the registration fee (R4940); the person will have to arrange and pay for
their own transport and accommodation.

If you are interested, submit your abstract (between 150 and 250 words) to info@spiderclub.co.za
before 15 October 2026. Let ksow if you have any questions.

Fastest spider in the world?

| Inarecentstudz ! dza G NI f Al Q& 0 NEetenppodédzy G & Y|
™ jugulans{ LI N 8aARIF S0 61 & RSOt NBR (KS 4;
at a top speed of 3.59 metres per second. The susBd 258 species
from 64 families. Sadly, most of these species were from Europe, North
America, and Australia, with no mention of African species. Also, while
' metres per seconaevasused as ametric, the body lengths per second
(BLPSinetric, which is a biter way to measure speed relative to size,

Heteropodajugulans the current . 3 . ~ . . ) PR . N P
fastest spider in the worlehota @@ Y20 YSYUAZ2ZYSR® LQY |jdZAUS adiNb

swampys (iNaturalist) African species will feature among the fastest spiders in the world.

1 Kuchibhotla S.Kelly M., Jackel V.,Bane E.,Beck H.K.,Wolff, J.0. & abonte,D. 2026. Evolutionary biomechanics of
maximum running speed in spiders (Araned®Rxiv https://doi.org/10.64898/2026.06.11.731532



https://doi.org/10.64898/2026.06.11.731532
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/367998706

Erratumo NB K2 f f 2 Geratogypudlafiénitife)2 T

=

Inourpre® dza SRAGA2Y S ¢S NBLER2NISR 2y bAOleée .l&Qa LK
appears to be hollow, allowing light to pass through. Dr lan Engelbrecht contacted us and said the
following:

G ¢ KS Kaattaally Ralloy, but it is soft and filewith fat, unlike otherCeratogyrusvhere the

horn is sclerotied and filled with muscle. | noted this when workimg the description, and it raises

Fy AYOUNARIdzZAy 33 1jdzSadA2yyY ¢gKeé ¢g2dzf R I ALIARSNI ySSR
study this some day; | suspect it serves some kind of metabolic functionthisa# SQR Y SSR | 0
specimens, and b) someone who studies spider metabolism, neither of which are easyto get!

Changes in scorpion taxonomy

Lorenzo Prendini recently published evisiort of scorpion taxa around the world at family, genus,
and species level. The changes that affect Southern Africa are as follows:

All AfricanOpistacanthuspecies have been moved @heloctonus
Uroplectes formosus basuticligUroplectes basuticu&esotho).

Uroplectes formosus spencétjUroplectes spencefBouth Africa).
Uroplectes formosus maculatEgUroplectes maculateSouth Africa).
Uroplectes carinatus australig)Uroplectes australi€South Africa).
Hadogenes trogldytes crassicaudatu$Hadogenes crassicaudat(Botswana).
Hadogenes troglodytdshHadogenes dentatuSouth Africa).

Hadogenes troglodytes letaben§igHadogenes letabens{South Africa).
Hadogenes troglodytes matoppoaniigHadogenes matoppoanyZimbawe).
Hadogenes trichiurus caffEhHadogenes caffeiSouth Africa).

Hadogenes trichiurus graciloidE§Hadogenes graciloidg¢South Africa).
Hadogenes trichiurus pallidiHadogenes pallidu&South Africa).
Hadogenes trichiurus whitehHadogenes whitgiSouth Africa).

Hadogenes parvugHadogenes whitei

Hadogenes werneflhHormurus paucidens

=4 =4 4 4 4 4 -4 -4 -4 -8 -8 -4 -4 -5 -9

2 Prendini, L. 2026\l genea of the world: Order Scorpiones (Animalia: Arthropoda: Arachnidiegataxa 19(2):276378.
https://doi.org/10.11646/megataxa.19.2.2



https://doi.org/10.11646/megataxa.19.2.2

First record of tarantulas using urticating setae against
invertebrates

Rogério Bertani posted the following on the Asian Society of
Arachnology websiteegarding his recent study

The use of urticating setae by tarantulas from the Americas and
the Caribbean has been known for centuries and is considered a
defensive behaviour against vertebrate predators. However, their
passive use against invertebrates, suchpagasitic fly maggots
and ants, has also been recently proposed, but no active use of
these setae against invertebrates has been observed or tested.

In this study, eight tarantula specimens representing four
Image  creditt Rogério Bertani different species from the family Theraphostdaere tested in
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41  twelve tests with the army ariEciton burchelland the carpenter
59802664167 ant Camponotus rufipes

Four spiders interacted witlieciton burchelliand one interacted withCamponotus rufipesThe
defensive behaviour was distinct from that used agairertebrates, as the spider rubs the lower
posterolateral region of theabdomenwith downward and outward movements of the hind legs and
uses silk threads.

Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) demonstrated that the ants were entangled with urticating setae,
primarily of type | morphology. Type | urticating setae are found exclusively in an important clade of
theraphosine spiders, the tribe Theraphosini, which includes the largest known spiders.

It is hypothesised here that protection against predation bysathie to the emergence of a specific
type of urticating seta may be one of the factors responsible for the success of tarantulas in the New

World.

In memoriam: Arthur Decae

Marco Isaia shared the following with the International
Society of Arachnology:

Dear friends and colleagues,

It is with enormous sadness that | have to share the
news that our colleague and lomsganding ESA
member Arthur Decae passed away yesterday, after his
health had rapidly deteriorated in recent weeks.

Arthur and | had remairgtin close contact throughout
this last difficult year, talking about spiders, work and
life until very recently. A few days ago, he wrote to tell

Image credithttps://www.researchgate.net/profile  me that his time was very short and to say goodbye.
[Arthur-Decae

3 Bertani, R. 2026ls predation by ants driving the evolutioof tarantulas? First report of tarantulas (Araneae,
Theraphosidae) actively wusing urticating setae against invertebrat&ientific Reports 16(23769).
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598026-6416 77



https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-026-64167-7
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Arthur-Decae
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Arthur-Decae
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-026-64167-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-026-64167-7

Among his last messages, he specifically asked mel toutedrachnological community:

AL ¢62dA R | LILINBOAFGS AG AT @&2dz G4Sff 2dzNJ aLIARSNI ¥F1
ONRdzZAKG Ayid2 Yé fAFSodE

I think this is the most important message to share. Our community, his friendships, meetings,
disaussions and, of course, the spiders brought Arthur a great deal of happiness throughout his life.

Earlier this year he also lost his beloved wife Nollie, whom many of us knew, and her absence affected
him deeply. Despite everything, Arthur continued workion spiders until very recently, with the
same passion and curiosity that we all knew so well.

Arthur has been part of our arachnological community for many years. He was one of the leading
experts on European mygalomorph spiders, particularly thoseeMhiditerranean region, to which

he devoted much of his scientific life. But we will remember him not only for his work, but also for his
enthusiasm, generosity, friendship and endless passion for spiders. | am sure that many of us will keep
very special remories of him.

Farewell, Arthur. We will miss you.

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 3



Observations

Stunning mite

Odette Curtis photographed this tiny mite at th
Haarwegskloof Research Centre in the MDeeg,

Western Cape. It was found among some moss.

Fisher was tagged in her iNaturalisbst to see if he
1y26a AFT AdQa I RSAONAROGS
yet.

Undescribed uloborid

Jandre van Zyl posted this hackled-ot
web  spider  (Uloboridae) or
iNaturalist found near Buysdp in
[ AYLR LR ® L { Qsibadalt
male we found in Vernon Crooke:
Nature Reserve in 2020.

Linda Harrisiploaded thisLeucorchestrifuntsman spider, possibly undescribed, from Mowe E

in Namibia onNaturalist A similar observation by Laurent Hesemans, also from Namibia, ce
found here. Seven species are known, five of which occur in Namibia and two in Angola.

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 3


https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/383666047
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/392967003
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/322974328
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/322974328
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/392852754
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/38176633

Beautiful wolf spiders

Cecile Bux photographed thse beautiful wolf spides (Lycosida) in the Western @pe:the first one
Fd . SdGeqQa . laddthird ofidR onitte Sunest HWeRsieRsbos.

alyR 62t F &LIARSNID:

On the topic of wolf spiders, Cecile Roux has in the
past photographed these white sand wolidgrs on

the dunesof Dwarskersbos in the Western Cape.
She posted the following:

A small puzzle solved. | was sitting next to one of the
last flowering Euphorbia shrubs at Dwarskersbos,
waiting for pollinators to settle down ratched in
the sand witha grass stem, and pulled up a part of a
silk lined funnel by accident. Within seconds, a small
whitish spider emerged and started repairing the
funnel. It was one of my favourite Dwarskersbos
spiders, a small white wolf spider. | watched it for a
while, and started looking closely at the sand around
me ¢ and there were more tiny openings, with small
spiders peering out! So these wolf spiders do
construct funnels (tunnels?) and wait in the opening
for prey. But they also run free, rapidly returning to
thefdzy y 8t 6KSy RAAGAINDSR® ! yR
on the dunes anyore; we huge bumbling humans
destroy so much without knowing.

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 3
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Do netcasting spiders recycle their nets?

Len de Beer made an interesting observation about a cdmaek netcasting spider Nlenneus

camelu§ S5SAY2LIARI SO GKFG F LI NByidte aqadz2NBaég Ada y
iNaturalist:

This particulaMenneusspider was observed at the exact same tree for 3 days. For me this conclusively
indicates that Menneus camelus doesuse its web.

1. The first observation was the first one taken at Jun 26, 2026 8:15 PM SAST.
https://www.inaturalist.orgobservations/375598438#activity comment _a955a128384333a6el

38f2d49ba8fe

2. The second observation taken during the day at the same site
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/375900548un 27, 2026 3:55 PM SAST. Note spider absent web
poised away from the trunk.

3. The third observation taken at night at the same site
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/375921124un27, 2026 7:59 PM SAST

4. The fourth observation taken during the daottps://www.inaturalist.org/observations/37610835Jun
28, 2026 - 9:05 AM SAST

5. The fifth observation of the same spiderraght https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/376279592un
28, 2026 - 7:43 PM SAST

6. The sixth and final observation of the now collapsed net during the day
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/376598993un 29, 20268:09 AM SAST.

11


https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/375598438#activity_comment_a955a126-7338-4333-a6e1-38f2d49ba8fe
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/375598438#activity_comment_a955a126-7338-4333-a6e1-38f2d49ba8fe
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/375900546
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/375921124
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/376108351
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/376279592
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/376598993

The many faces of the horned bark spider

Jarrod Michael Todd photographed these horned bark spideagerostris sexcuspidgtaraneidae)
allin the Karkloof foresin KwaZuleNatal showing how much this species can vary.

12



Confirmed violin spider bite

Tannith Bond was recently bitten on her foot by a common violin spider
(Loxosceles simillim&icariidae) when putting on hehoe.She was

bitten twice, and went to the doctor a few days later. When asked if she
felt the bites, she responded:

A would not say that it burnt straight awaynaybe 5 minutes later | felt

a slight burn but when | looked to see what was wrong theas wnly a

tiny bump, more like a mosquito bitdbout 4 hours later there was a red
circle about the size of a R2 but no swelling. On Sunday morning my foot
had swollen, it was red and itchy. On Sunday afternoon | felt a little bit
nauseous and | got a gt fever.

Monday the fever had gone but my foot was very swollen and the bite had turned purple and there
was a red line starting to move up my leg... So it was then time to see a doctor. Doctor put me on
10CeAmoxyclave BD Austell antibiotics 1 tab 2iydfor 5 days and | need to rub Supirobanéon.

Tannith also reported a rash on her body under her arms and on the left side of her starfadiolved
up with her a month later, and she reported the following:

A kept the bite site super clean and | diokiscratch the actual site, although my foot and body reacted
badly to the bite. | got a rash all over my torso, which the doctors say was a reaction to the spider
venom. | had to have two rounds of antibiotics. | did not develop neccostsch | am gragful for.

The bite has healed, but the bridge of my foot remains very sensitive an@®ivwear a tightfitting

shoe yet as it hurts if | do. The swelling has completely gone down. You can still see where | was bitten
as it has left a purple mark. Youlivgiee in the photos that | was bitten twice. One looks like the main
bite, and then it looks as if it got me again as | was pulling my foot out of the boot. The doctor says
that may be why | reacted so badly to it, as | got a double dose. The colourfobtriyas also not
returned to being completely normal. My toes are a different colour to the bridge of my foot.

It also dried my skin out on my foot badly. | could put cream on and a few hours later my skin would
look like snakeskin. Once it healed, thikole bridge of my fod® skin peeled, from the site of the bite
right to the edge where the swelling ended. The doctor said that was because the swelling stretched
my skin and when it returned to normal it peeled éff.

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 3
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First record ofBijoaraneusin Tanzani&

On iNaturalistschoggibroposted ambservation

of a bumeyed orbweb spider Bijoaraneuscf.
legonensisin Kondoa, Tanzania. According to the
World Spider Catalod3. legonensiss the only
species recorded in Africa, but lists only South
Africa and Ghana. This may then be the first
record for Tanzania, and perhaps even the whole
of East Africa.

Has thepantropical huntsman spider settled in South Africa?

The pantropical huntsman spideHéteropoda venatoriaSparassidae) has been spotted in South
Africa in a few isolated incidents. Two new observations in Limpopo were recently uploaded on
iNaturalist Both were found in Mankweng, near Polokwane. fiils¢ oneis a female uploaded by Ben
Dibete, and thesecond onea maleg uploaded by Themba Makgoale.

' O0O2NRAY3 (2 GKS 2 2NI R { LIKdpiBaNAsia. lintrddicedIosPadifikIS. A NJ R A
North, Central and South America, Macaronesia, Europe, 8fca ¢ KS& KI @S y2i 2FTFAC
for South Africa yet

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 3
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https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/305296866#identification-0223f910-499b-48bc-abdf-5d9a2a225c9d
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/393169715
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/393164290

To view the videossimply click on each picture
If you know of any videos that we can feature here, please contact us.

Webster, the peacock jumping spider

Just a short video of Webster, a peacq
jumping spider Naratus volans
Salticidae) mascot at World Scien
Festival in Brisbane, Australia.

How flying insects can get stuck in spider web witho
touching it

This video explaing
how flying insects can
get suck in a spide® 3
web without even
touching it. Simply
flying close to the
web will attract the
web like a magnet, as
the flying insect is
positively  charged,
while the web is
negatively charged.

Electrons

More about jumping spiders

Lynette Knott Rudman posted this sho
video about jumping spiders on he
YouTube channel, Amazing Nature |
Close.

Cassai Life Atlas: Angola 2026 trailer

A trailer to he Wilderness Project in Angola ielfFuary
this year, which was attended by entomologig
botanists, and a herpetologist, as well as people
document the project.

Very cool animal
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAWGeAy8Lys
https://vimeo.com/1197341797?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1366035281582809
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1366035281582809
https://www.facebook.com/reel/873520489114357
https://www.facebook.com/reel/873520489114357
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAWGeAy8Lys
https://vimeo.com/1197341797?fl=pl&fe=vl

Tiny Tutors

By Rudi Steenkamp

~_The world deserves
a closer look

| have always loved cartoons and animated movigsRa L adGAftf R2® LQ@S | taz2 Ifglésj
myself, but the process is simply too tifie2 Y & dzYAy 3 FyR O2YLX AOFGSR® ! yF2NIidzyl

Then came the recent advancements in artificial intelligence (Al). | decidedd¢bgas a yealong subscription
to OpenArt Alg not to create memes or fake videos, but to make educational (and hopefully entertaining)
cartoons about spiders, insects, and other small animals that people often overlook.

Al undoubtedly has some very negatieffects, particularly on the environment through its consumption of
water and energy. | hope, however, that the positive aspects of what | am trying to create will outweigh some
of these negative impacts. My hope is that these cartoons will teach ehildxs well as adults, about the
fascinating tiny world around us and perhaps inspire a greater appreciation for it.

I am in no way trying to deceive or mislead anyone, which is why | deliberately use animations rather than
presenting Algenerated imagessaphotographs of real animals. Every main character is based on an actual
photograph¢ mostly my own photographs, but also photographs taken by other people who have given me
permission to use them. For example, the two spiders in the logo above are base@hene konradumping

spider and an undescribderoevippawolf spider that | photographed.

Unfortunately, even when real photographs are used as references, Al can still make mistakes when reproducing
spider morphology, such as the number of legshar arrangement of the eyes. These inaccuracies can become
SPOSY Y2NB 200A2dza 6KSy ALIARSNE INB | YyIKNRLIRZ2Y2NLKAASR
and other human characteristics.

Ultimately, my aim is to entertain first and educatecead. | know that these cartoons are not a substitute for

scientifically accurate photographs or illustrations, but | hope they can spark curiosity and encourage people to
take a closer look at the small creatures around théhope | succeed in doing that least for some people.

On the next page are the spideglated cartoons | have created with OpenArt Al so$amply click on the image
to goto the YouTube vided?lease feel free to subscribe to the channel, and | would really appreciate hearing
what you think and any suggestions you may have for improving the cartoons.
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Beetle Bluff The Better Fisherman

A beetlemimic jumping spider Rachyballussp.) A fishing spiderNilussp.; Pisauridae) shows a
mimics a small ladybird beetlEExochomussp.) to fisherman how to catch fish without a fishing rod.
avoid predation.

The Great FI Heist

b I { dzZNB Q tCamddiihges S &

A silver thief spiderArgyrodes argyrod@9ulls off a A birddropping orb weaverRasilobus dippenaare
daring heist to steal a fly from a golden enteb fools a bird into thinking it is bird poop.
spider {Trichonephila senegalenkis

The Hardest Piggyback Ride The Eighi_egged Einstein
e ) -

, ¢

A wolf spider (Lycosidae) mom struggles with her A dandy jumping spidePprtia schultjishows why
heavy bundle of nosy and noisy babies, untilthey (U KS€& ' NB O2yaARSNBR 0K
their own way

whkAy {LARSNDA {K2LLMA Yy201 Yy201® 2K2Qa ¢

A common rain spideP@lystes superciliosuannoys A female corkid trapdoor spider $tasimopusp.)

a family by stealing their househoil@ms for her gets annoyed with unwanted guests, until a suitor
nest. knocks on her door.

17


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1ZtvawuZ2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z67650z13Kw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIPqHtl4K50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAw3LU2FY9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuP_PZ_04CE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XnMkkwZHg08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_x9W41y-Ej0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbTnZv9n4MU

¢KS | AGOKKA {1 SNIRAa DdzA The Flower Phantom

A mantidfly (Mantispidae) larva hitches rida a A flower crab spiderThomisusp.) outlaw tries to
wolf spider, waiting for her to lay eggs so that the evade the sheriff and his deputy by chamgicolour.
f I NBF OFy SIG GKSY I|yR

place to pupate and mature.

Tutu or Not Tutu

A young flattie Anyphopssp.; Selenoprirde;e) aspires to become a ballerina but is laughed :;and fnockew
the petite ballerinas. After some motivation by her mother, she decides to show the ball¢nmase up
her sleevethe fastest spin of any land animal.
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18


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwcMvB94TL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN9Ht2rb0kQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFnLgzQ7r3E&t=1s

EVENTS

Spider Identification Course

Agricultural Research CoungjlRoodeplaat
25 July 2026

No text or reviews are available for this event. Here are a few photos taken by Jarrod Michael Todd
of the event.
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Walking (running) with young
VI GdzNT £t Aadax | yR
Free State National Botanical GarderBloemfontein
7 September 2026

By Ruan Booysen

23 e : '~;_;f i gt
A short introduction by Ruan Booysen and Rudi Steenkamp included a Q&A session, medically sgpidferant
that children should avoid catching, and how to safely catch spiders in vials. Photo supplied.

A couple of months ago | was contacted by Simoné Renaud, the events organiser for the Bloemfontein
Homeschooling group, about doing a spider outing wite kids in her homeschool group. This
seemed like a great opportunity to let the kids have some fun outside and learn about spiders (and
other invertebrates) while they are at it. What parent would not like to send their children on a hunt
for eightleggS R ONJ gf ASAX NRARIK(GK

Anyway, the day approached in early September 2026, and the weather was looking a little worrying.

The previous day had some good rain, and it was forecasted that the newtddgbring some more.

As the morning progressed, the weathgeemed to play along, allowing the kids to enjoy their first
FOGA@GAGE F2NJ GKS RIe&X LIXIyldAy3 aLIS1022YH { K2NIf @
and a short briefing on how to handle them safely.
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Ruan Booysen and Rudi Steenkanyingi an introductory presentation. Photos supplied.

Asthisvad | GYAYyAé ALIARSNI gl f1 o6y2 Lldzy AYyiSyRSROX (K
so that theycouldshow us, so handling them safely and gemibs important. After the briefingwe

were off! About 30 children attended, accompanied by their parents and the organiser. The walk

started out great; we explored the main gardens first and found a few flatties (Selenopidae), wolf
spiders (Lycosidae), jumping spiders (Salticider@p spilers (Thomisidae), along with many other
invertebrates such as woodlice (Isopoda: Porcellionidae) and centipedes (Chilopoda). One of the kids

even found a rare pirate spider (Mimetidae)ith a small crowned nurseryweb spider(Rothus

aethiopicus, Pisauriggin a web (not sure whoseweb) ¢ KS& | NB {y2g6y (2 KA2l Of
and eat the owner.

-t LS Pny s PR e,
Left: Female flattie Anyphopssp., Selenopidae). Photo: Ruan BooysRight: Runcinia grass crab spider

(Runcinia aethiopsThomisidae). Photo: Rudi Sté@mp.

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 3
21



b

Ruan helping the children find some spiders in the grass and leaf litter. Photos supplied.

. & :n"‘ ‘ f \ 3 §
Left Baryphasahenusjumping spider (Photo: Rudi SteenkamRjght Juvenile crowned nursemyeb spider
(Rothus aethiopicysrisauridae). Photo: Ruan Booysen.

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 3
22



i - N 4

o ' - & & -

Left: Wolf spider (Lycosidae) with her egg fRight:Pirate spiderErosp.; Mimetidae). Photos: Rudieggnkamp.

Next, we went up one of the trails heading up theppieto see what wecouldfind. This is where
things got tricky. Typically, when you look for spiders, you spend a couple of minutes at a site to
explore, but as we quickly learned, with the kidve had to keep up with them as all they knew was
RUN! Luckily, Simoné was there to help keep them together, and so were the parerksppiehad

a different habitat hanthe lower areas, mostly consisting of trees, short shrubs and plenty of rocks.
Here the kids found several more flatties and a couple of céoabed spiders, but they mostly ran
ahead after that. Rudi and | did some foliage beating in the trees and shrubs using a stick and a net as
we walked up the trail to see what we could find. bim@inately, we did not find as much as we thought

we could, but it was still interesting! There were many small undescribed doatbd spiders of the
genusTheridion as well as some running spiders (Philodromidae), flow crab spifleosnfsussp.,
Thomisdae), and a grass crab spidéx{tatesp., Thomisidae). Rudi also found an undescribed grass
stitching spiders@hariobasp., Zodariidae).

PO SN IR E

er$lgeridionsp.; Theridiidae). Photos: Ruc

Undescribed femalddft) and maleright) false house button spid
SteenkampThey were both very small{2mm).
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Left: Undescribed grasstitching zodariid Chariobassp.; Zodariidae)Right: Green grass crab spideDXytate

sp.; Thomisidae). Photos: Rudi Steenkamp.

¢t26FNRa GKS SyR 2F GKS ¢l f12 ¢S 3 GKSNER S0OSNE2Y
even found a tiny little pseudoscorpion in the leaf litter! (Fig. 5). The walk seemed like a success as we

came across 20 species of arachnids during this short walk, and etten bee kids and their parents
seemed to have all enjoyed the outing ahdpefully, took home something good about spiders.

Left: An undescribed pseudoscorpion (Chthoniidé&joto: Ruan BooyseRight: A pale ground spideifbeuma
sp.; Prodidomidae). Photo: Rudi Steenkamp.

Left: Dark ground spiderZglotessp.; Gnaphsidae).Right: Leafcurling sac spiderQlubionasp.; Clubionidae).
Photos: Rudi Steenkamp.
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