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About the SpiderClub

The SpiderClub of SouthernAfricais a non-profit organisation.Our aim is to encouragean interest in all
arachnidsandto promotethis interestandthe studyof theseanimalsby all suitablemeans.

Membershipis opento anyone.Peopleinterestedin joiningthe club may applyto any committee memberfor

information.

Fieldoutings,dayvisits,arachnidsurveysand demonstrationsworkshopsand exhibitsare arrangedfrom time
to time. Adiary of eventsandoutingsis publishedat the end of this newsletter.

Contactus

WEBSITBhttp://www.spiderclub.co.za

Yourcommittee; alwaysavailableand readyto help:

Rudi Steenkamp Chairpersorand editor
Janet Pretorius Secretary
Jeanne van Aswegen Treasurer
Jarrod Michael Todd Events organiser
Wessel Pretorius Webmaster / Western

Capeevents)
Ruan Booysen Arachnologist
Susan Kotze Social media /

Merchandising
Joanie Beytell Media liaison

Acknowledgements:

EMAILADDRES $1fo@spiderclub.co.za
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082 770 6614
082 811 6857
067 833 2191
072 384 0517

078 095 6116
074244 0306

082 490 2832

n Find us on:
faCEbOOI(® atd ¢ rs@¥derClubof Southern! ¥ NX OI ¢

rudolphsteinkampf@gmail.com
pretoriusjanetl2@gmail.com
jeanne@grammarguardians.co.:
jarrod.todd37@gmail.com
wesjanpretorius@gmail.com

booysenruan@gmail.com
suzybu86@gmail.com

joaniebeytell@gmail.com

Oursinceregratitude goesto the following peoplefor this edition of the newsletter:

—a —a —a _a _a

Allthe photographersof the photosusedin this edition. Without you, thesepageswould be very dull.
Jeannevan Aswegenfor proofreadingthe newsletter.

Theentire SpiderClubcommitteefor their contributions.
Everyoneon the SpiderClubFaceboolpagefor all the interestingcontent.

All the readersof this newsletter,and all the positive feedbackwe receive.Of course,keepthe negative

feedbackcoming,sothat we canimproveon this newsletter. All the readersof this newsletter,and all the
positive feedbackwe receive.Of course,keepthe negativefeedbackcoming,so that we canimprove on

this newsletter.
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From the hub

Hispideers!

Apologies for the slightly latg Sg a2t SGUSNXP hy Hy WdzyS:Z 6S NBOSAGSI
passing, and we wanted to include a short tribute to a great man (see pagk},1€b wepostponed

the newsletter a little bit.

CKAA gAff 0SS (GKS aK2NAGSaNByGSbat §AZNBENBKY Ol t BKKE B
KFE @3S . SyealkYAyYy # BEFdZOORRSNEEC KT IY2NBE® 2SS adGAatt y
so if anyone wants to submit something we can include as a feature for the next year or two, we would

really appreciate it

[ A1S GKS ySgatSGISNE Iff Aa [jdASG 2y (G4KS &LIARSNJ
lined up. In early September, Ruan Booysen and | will hold a spider walk for about 50 or 60 home
school childrerin Bloemfonteirt 6 dzii A (i Q & We usualNdhade tiouble agifing 10®r fewer

BSNE AyljdAaaAridArodS OKAfRNBY ¢Kz2 glyid G2 1y2¢ la Y
have our hands full with 50 children. At least some of their parents will be preasehelp out.

Hopefully we can sow some seeds of love for our spider friends and create some future arachnologists!

{LISIF1Ay3 2F OKAf RNBYYAREAQA{ bJS R ¥ NAEwas fRighe&ddrmot N a R ¥
July2025to February 2026, we solnnn O2 LA Sa X ¢ KA OKThank e tf Stiuik G KA y |
Nature for their excellent marketing!

{GAfTf 2y (GKS G(G2LAO 2F OKAf RNBY @imattdodzOonadoxy > L QY
ALARSNE® hT O2dzNBS L Q@IKWKE2 OF Ky 06 @SNEa ZF NHAYI Ndzdi Ay
to tell Al exactly what to do, which results in many mistakes. To at least make the spiders look like
0KS@QNB &adzllll2aSR G2 L dzaS a2yYS 2F Yeé 2¢y LK2(G24
| then write a short story, using humpas a hook, and enter it as a prompt for Al. For example, |

already have five cartoons, each between 1 and 2 minutes long: (1) a {velatie jumping spider

that fools predators into thinking it tastes bad, (2) shfhg spider catching a fish while a nearby
frustrated fisherman has no luck, (3) a bitbpping orb weaver grossing out a birdrgking itthink

itQ abird dropping (4) a dewdrop spidestealing prey from anothei LIA R S NaRdi(5) & \&od spider

mother suffering through the incessant nagging of the babies on her back. | will soon create a YouTube
channel for these cartoons and will keep yapdated. The name of the channel will be Tiny Tutbrs.

hope you alill subscribébecause | have a lot of funny and educational idedsch will also include

interesting (and funny) facts about other arthropods, and perhaps, in the future, even other animals,

like frogs, birds, worms, etc.

| hope you enjoy this ratheshort newsletter, and as always, feel free to send any type of feedback or
constructive criticism!

Happy reading!

- RudiSteenkamp



Ant-eating theridiids moved yet again

Barely a month after som&uryopisspp.
were moved to the genuEmertonellaHu
et al,, 2026), Hu (2026)ealised he made
a mistake and thatbecauseDipoenoides
has priority overEmertonella the use of
the latter generic name by Het al. (205)
renders it invalid under the Principle o
t NA2NRAGE 6L/ %b wmdbd,

New widow spider species

A new widow spider specied,atrodectus lucachgMiller,
Kratzer & Griswold, 2026) from the Andes, was recently
described, bringing the total count of widow spiders to 36
speciesFull articlehere.

¢ K $en@t done yet... a few more new species and changes
are coming soon.

Chris Alice Kratzer, who is one of teeauthors in this article,

is almost finished with her book on widow spiders of the

world. She did all the illustrations herself, based on existing

photos. She saysitwillalsob@a A f | 6t S Ay  2dziK !
something to look forward to!

Latrodectus lucacha Photo: Kabir
Montesinos on iNaturalishere.

Harvesmen (Opiliones) specimens wanted
The International Society of Arachnology circulated the following request:

Prashant Sharma (University of Wiscorsladison) is interested in assembling a higlearel
phylogeny of Eupnoi (with emphasis on Phalangiida€)iarseeking collaborators willing to donate
tissues of identified species for sequencing. If you are interested in participating in the project, please
reach out to him aprashant.sharma@wisc.ed The goal of the study is to produce a taxon
molecular phylogeny using UCE sequencing.

1 Hu, C. 2026DipoenoidesChamberlin, 1925 is the valid name for the gerEmertonellaBryant, 1945 (Araneae,
Theridiidae, Hadrotarsinae€yhe Indochin&ntomologis, 2(22):227230.

Miller, J., Kratzer, C.A. & Griswold, C. 202&chption of a new Andean species of widow spider (Aran€heridiidag
Latrodectu$. ZooKeys1281:4967.


https://www.indochinaentomologist.com/articles/343.html
https://zookeys.pensoft.net/article/185973?fbclid=IwY2xjawSqLnNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETF6Y25kSEFPVjVxT0tKaGZVc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHvsUOZ1o1xD-nX0vXA_ASHFvbj53QoA0lESr82XJZoo-7XBoKuEtXHX2ghRl_aem_kvcLjxBdf_F3Y3VL3J4BlA
mailto:prashant.sharma@wisc.edu
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/183846604

New spider family(Systariidae)

The subfamily Systariinae, which fell under the
family Miturgidae (sometimes called prowling sac
spiders) has been elevated to family level
(Systariidae) by Li, Zhang and Zhang (Z0&&)uth

African spiders affected by this change include
Coryssiphus spp., which were not too long ago
included in the family Liocranidgsometimes called

spinylegged sac spiders) before being moved to

A sketch ofCoryssiphusp. by Jan Bosselaers. Miturgidae by Bosselaers (2024)1” articlehere.

ICA details

The 23rdnternational Congress of Arachnology (ICA 2026) will be nédchi, Kerala, India, from 15
to 21 November 2026Registration details, abstract submission guidelines, accommodation options,
and other updates are available on the congress welgte: https://ica2026.in

First South African flash diffuser brand

For all the macro photographers who love to photograph tiny spiders, South Africa finally has its own
flash diffuser brand, ProMacr®eveloped by Tim Brammer, this diffuser differs from other diffusers

in being built from durable fabric instead of plastic sheets, which means you can very easily roll it up.
It is also extremely easy to assemble and disassemble, requiring only pusteaduttons (seven if

you include the reflector panel). For more information, and to place your order, visit the website here:
https://www.promacrodiffuser.com/

DIFF I.ISEFI

Soft light. Low weight. Durable.

»
\

o) (@) f @promacrodiffuser www.PROMACRODIFFUSER.com

S Lz, Zhang, C. & Zhang, F. 2026. Advgritie systematics of Araneaeittdconserved elements phylogenomics
demonstrates the normonophyly of Miturgidae Simon, 1886 and supports the Familial Rank of Systariidae Deeleman
Reinhold, 2001Insect Systmatics and Diversityl0(3)ixag022 https://doi.org/10.1093/isd/ixag022



https://academic.oup.com/isd/article-abstract/10/3/ixag022/8684148?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://ica2026.in/
https://www.promacrodiffuser.com/
https://doi.org/10.1093/isd/ixag022

In memoriam: Petra Sierwald

Tributes have been streaming in after thecentpassing of Petra
Sierwald. Dr Julian Siggers, president and CEO of the Field
Museum in Chicago, shared the following:

Dear colleagues,

| am saddened to share with you that Petra Sierwald, Associate
Curator d Arachnida and Myriapoda, passed away over the
weekend. She built her career around collectidrased
biodiversity research in spiders and millipedes, with a focus on
phylogenetics, systematics, and morphological evolution.

Petra was a leader in the field of millipede research, developing
it into a vbrant international community as her former postdocs,
students, and other trainees formed an active research and

' 4 e training network across the U.S., Mexico, Uruguay, Germany,
Petra Sierwald Photo source: https://WwWw.  v/jetnam, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and elsewhere.
S EITIE DS O UIGT  SRU 208 IS 92 2SI She led the developnme of the first global millipede species
petra-sierwald.htm| database (MilliBase.org) and served as its Chief Taxonomic
Editor; she also obtained decades of federal grants for projects including the Spidesfdiiée and served as
editor for several scientific journals.

Dedicated to collectiondased research, Petra was instrumental in buildingd anaking accessible the

a dza Sslavs@cts and Invertebrate codei A 2 y & ® { KS I f & #irst RdsearchiBkperiermazdod dzY Q
Undergraduates programs, mentored graduate studearisl postdocs, and taught at the University of Chicago

and other area universities. Sh 8 SNIWSR I a / K¢ Schalarghp CanftnBtee dodzaaBydy¥ais and
contributed to several permanent ancmporary exhibitions, includingnderground AdventureSpders! and

Fantastic Bug Encounters

t S UsKekse@rch spanned the globe, from Mexico and Panama to Myanmar, Vietnam, and South Africa. She also
joined Rudiger Bieler's marine programs, where as an accomplished scuba diver she helped to monitor coral reef
health and to survey invasive species on deepwater shipwrecks. See Peir@a &J Ay GKA & SLIA az2R
Changing Seas: Cryptic Critters

My deepest sympathy to Ridiger and to all of you who had the chance to work with Petra through her many
years at the Field.

Julian

Condolence card for Petra Sierwald

HeatherProctor shared the following:

Dear Arachnologists:

As members of this listserv you will recently have heard the sad news of the passing of Dr. Petra Sierwald. During
the American Arachnological Society meeting in Nebraska this July, Paula Cushingattiebieg signatures

on a card of condolence to be sent to Petra's family. For those who will not be attending the meeting but who
wish to send condolences, | have just made a Google Sheet where you can add you thoughts. Paula will include
a printed versia of this in the card.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LRcPWBgmZDYwbxYWtMK25a0WJw7wlBDrSgvlkupxgA/edit?usp=

sharing
Please make your contribution to the Google Sheet by noon on 9 July (Edmonton, Alberta, time).

Thank you,
Heather


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.changingseas.tv%2Fseason-10%2F1002%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBerry2%40bvu.edu%7C386f1efd71604f428a3a08debb405ae5%7Cd22ee457c2064c03a345b80fd05f20e8%7C0%7C0%7C639154082274511482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mCUZU%2BKR2%2F2DOQ9kAf4J6NvUjqrKVC7OoOhf4%2FTr3vI%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LRcPWBqmZDYwbxYWtMK25aOWJw7wIjBDrSgv1kupxgA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LRcPWBqmZDYwbxYWtMK25aOWJw7wIjBDrSgv1kupxgA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.aracnidotaxonomy.com/2026/05/passing-of-petra-sierwald.html
https://www.aracnidotaxonomy.com/2026/05/passing-of-petra-sierwald.html
https://www.aracnidotaxonomy.com/2026/05/passing-of-petra-sierwald.html

«* circular

The African Arachnological Society (AFRAS) and the Organizing Committee are delighted to invite
members of the arachnological community and accompanying guests to the 15th AFRAS Colloquium,
organized through the DITSONG: National Museum of Natural History, Pretoria, South Africa.

This is a wonderful opportunity for international and local arachnologists to connect and discuss
potential collaborative projects on the hugely diverse African arachnid fauna.

DATES
10 - 15 January 2027

VENUE

Lapalala Wilderness School (https://www.lwschool.org/), about 50 km from the small town of
Vaalwater in Limpopo Province, South Africa, and 3.5 hours from Johannesburg.

The venue is an award-winning, off-the-grid,
eco-built educational facility. Constructed from
rammed earth, the state-of-the-art facility
harmonizes seamlessly with the bushveld,
creating a fully immersive nature experience.
Comfortable accommodation ranges from
private lodge-style ensuite rooms to shared
dormitories with a unique one-to-one guest-to-
bathroom ratio available to delegates on a first-
come basis.

The Lapalala Wilderness School falls within the
UNESCO-declared Waterberg Biosphere Reserve. While nested in the southeast corner of the Big
Five Lapalala Wilderness Reserve (https://www.lapalala.com/lapalala-wilderness/), a secure fence
separates the two properties to ensure a safe walking environment. The reserve has 73 small and
large mammal and 278 bird species recorded. For arthropods, much remain to be discovered in this
recognized biodiversity hotspot.

https://www.lapalala.com/lapalala-wildermness-school/

CosTs

Registration Fee: R2,850 (approx. $175 USD) for delegates based in Africa; R3,500 (approx. $215
USD) for delegates not based in Africa.

Accommodation and meals: Packages*, incl. 15% VAT, range from R5,060 (approx. $300 USD) per
person sharing up to R10,235 (approx. S600 USD) for a private room. All private rooms with ensuite
bathrooms.

*All packages include accommodation and meals for five nights PLUS one Big Five safari game drive.

SPONSORSHIPS

Some part- or full- sponsorships will be available. More detail to follow soon.



«* circular

TRAVEL & TRANSFERS

Airport Shuttle: Available upon request from O.R. Tambo International Airport (Johannesburg) at an
additional fee.

COLLECTING

The venue is surrounded by bushveld savanna, situated on the banks of the Palala River, and with an
unpolluted night sky. Delegates can roam freely and collect specimens across the secure, fenced
1,170-hectare property.

A Limpopo Province collecting permit will be available to all delegates.

Delegates that want to collect in other provinces, should contact the congress organizers for further
detail.

FACILITIES AND OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

e Free high-speed WiFi

e Swimming pool

e Bush walks

e Visitto rock art site

e Obstacle course (for those joined by their families, or who themselves feel young at heart)
e Game drives (one inclusive on registration; additional drives at additional cost)

e Hands-on outreach activities at a rural school (additional cost)

AFRAS

The AFRAS Colloquiums are tri-annual meetings of local and international arachnologists who
research African arachnids. We strongly encourage participation by students and fellow
arachnologists in Africa. AFRAS is a non-profit organization. Membership is free.

Further details on the 15 AFRAS colloquium will be updated on the colloquium website
(https://afras2027.carlamani.com/). If the website does not open, refresh the page or open in
different browser such as Chrome. The website can also be reached via the AFRAS website at
http://afras.ufs.ac.za.

Or contact Tharina at the following details:
tharina@ditsong.org.za | Landline: +27 (0)12 492 2158 | Mobile & WhatsApp: +27 (0)72 317 8814

We are looking forward to seeing you here!

Tharina Bird (AFRAS Chair) and organizing committee.

E‘: e — nll’ﬁ*N(. * lw\(%
= AFRAS i




Tribute to Mike Green
(10 June 1958 28 June 2026)

We will miss his kindness, his nexarding willingness to help everyone, his love of educating people

We are very sad to report the passing of
Mike Green, who was a very active member
2F GKS {LARSNJ / f dzo
Facebook page. He passed away due to
complications after back surgery.

In 2020, he contributed to this newsletter
gAlK
various lessons about spiders, specifically
aimed at beginners without knowledge of
spider jargon. He also sedfiblished a book
about spiders, titled=ascinating Creatures
featuring all his own macro photos. He also
selfpublished a book about macro
photography for beginners.

I LILJ NByiGdtex Cl0So622]
thanked each and every person when they
complimented his photos, so they detected
it as spam. For this reason, especially in the
last year, he had some trouble pasgi on
Facebook groups. Every now and then
a2yYSz2ysS g2dAZ R Faiz
DNBESYK 2SS YAaa KAaA

about spiders, his unique senselmimour, and of courséhis stunning macro photos of our spider

FNASYRa® IS gla |

missed.

LISNE 2 v

On behalf of the Spider Club, we offer our condolences to his family and mamgysfrigelow are some
of the tributes to Mikefollowed bysome photos people took of him.

Yesterday, we lost a dear friend, Mike Green.
Mike was a passionate nature lover and an
exceptional macro photographer who found
beauty in the smallestreatures. He especially
loved photographing jumping spiders
(Salticidae), along with countless other spiders
and insects that many people overlook. He was
kind-hearted, patient, and had a wonderful
sense of humour. More than that, he was an

incredible teacher and mentor. Mike taught

me so much about macro photography, and we
spent many, many hours together in the field,
sharing our love for nature and discovering tiny
wonders through our lenses. His knowledge,
kindness, and passion inspired so many of us,
and the world feels a little dimmer without him

in it. Thank you, Mike, for your friendship, your
patience, and for opening my eyes to the
beauty of the small things in life. You will be

deeply missed but never forgotten. Rest

10

27
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peacefully, my friend® @

- Ria van der Lith

Sadly | never got to meet Mike in person but
my fondest memory of him will be the one and
only phone call | had with him. Ngwam not
the type of person to enjoy phone calls, | find
them very impersonal. The phone call | had
with Mike lasted over an hour and | can still
hear his voice. He was an incredible lover of
nature, always willing to teach and to share his
knowledge andvisdom. An amazingly gentle
soul and the type of person you feel that you
have known forever. Your posts will be missed,
your photographs on the groups will live on
and the legacy that is Mike Salti Green will
eternally stay with us.

- Garrie Gazza Wright

This is the saddest news. What a huge loss. It
was because of a photo Mike posted of the
face of an ant that | started to get curious
about insects and especially spiders. He was a
fantastic photographer and a great person. |
never had the honour to meetim in person
but got to know him via messenger. He had an
awesome sense of humour. | will miss him

dearly. Rest in peace, my dear friedBhed
- Susan van den Bergh

A gentle soul and true legendlVithout even
trying you changed the entire gogga and eitt
world for so many peopleYou will be missed
my friend.

- Jannie Degenaar

| am very sorry to hear this. The first time | ever
saw a photo of a crab spider, it was Mike Green
who posted it. His photos were brilliant, so
clearand informative as well.R 2 tyfrink any

of us had a better introduction to Saltis either.
He will be missed very much.

- Sheila Weber Bradnick

What an incredible man which | never met,
only through Facebook, and was respected. |
will definitely miss his photos and knowledge.
May you rest in peace, Mike, and thank you for

your huge contribution on Facebook and
AYLI OG Ay LIS2LX SQa
- De Villigs Arnoldi-

Mike was more than just a knowledgeable
member of this group he was a kind soul who

touched many lives. I'll miss him deaw"‘
- Dalien de Klerk

This is sad news indeed. May he RIP. He will be
sorely missed. His photography was
outstandirg. He twk the most beautiful
pictures Ihave ever seen. Through his photos
and comments his love for nature was shining
brightly. Deepest condolences to his family and
everybody who knew him. We gonna miss you
on this group Mike. | was thinking about him
this week and wondering what happened to
him, because he was very active on this group
and suddenly we didR see him anymore”

- Adéle Korb-

Ahh that is sad to hear. | saw he was much
quieter over the last while, and | missed his
pictures, which were an incredible aide in my
losing my fear of spiders, and also in helping
my daughter lose her fear. | hope his family and
friends know that his impaatwas far and wide
and that they find peace in their own
memories of him as the person as well as the
legend.

- Janet Chadwick

Mike was an amazing person who through his
love for things small and many legged made SO
many people appreciate that these creep
crawlies are in fact wonders to behold and to
be appreciated. | was always in admiration of
him with his salti pics but it went next level
when | saw his cockroach pies== & Mike

will be sorely missed by many people who had
never met him but his picturegmain. What a

Iegacw G

- Janette Wood-

| never met Mike, but we sometimes chatted
on WA just to say hi. He was always so ‘happy
go-lucky', friendly and humle. We will miss
you Mike, RIP Condolences to lanna, his
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family and all his friend&his ishis final 'Thank
you', Y

- Joanie Beytelt

| never met him in person but | loved and
admired his photography. He always had a
cheerful presence on the groups we shared
and he always answered if you asked for his
help with an I.D. He will be hugely misssdso
many of us.

- Jo Da Nobrega

| was so sad to read this news and | remember
looking at his photos in admiration of his skills.
In 2017 after saving for a quite a while and
after several chats with Mike on messenger to
obtain his advice] finally lbught my macro
lens and shared pics with hinHe was so
helpful in advising me on the sweet spot
settings for my new lens inonjunctionwith
the flash.Macro photography brings me such
joy because it allows you to see a more
personal side of nature up de and to see the
subjec@® "character”. It is a whole different
world. If | hadn't seen his pics on the groups |
may not have been as inspired to take the leap
L Itavays be gratefuRest in peaceMike,and
my condolences to the famis’

- Caroline Pace Kruger

Sorry to hear Mike passed away. RIP. His
photographs and comments about South
African insects opened a whole new world to
me, for which | will always be grateful.

- Shulamith Lotter-

The Saltdude. | am going to miss his pictures.
His photos helped my mom deal with her fear
of spiders and appreciate them. The man was
a legend. Rest in peace my Salti dude

- Cheryl Sadie

He came over as such a gentleman... He always
educated rather than critise.. His photos
were incredibleSending happy vibes to all that
knew him!& o4

- Marilyn Overend-

He taught me to appreciate Salti's! And
embrace my childhood fascination with all
things small and "creepy"” (to some). Mr. Mike,
you will be greatlynissed.

- Mel Ellis-

Mike was such an amazing man and was my
mentor at the start of my macro journeWe
met when | went on a business trip down to the
Eastern Cape. Mike and Afan hosted me
overnight and he patiently encouraged me on
how to use my gearand more importantly
how to SEE the tiny creatures without
disturbing them. Their hospitality and
encouragement will never be forgotten and his
passing is a great loss.

- Andrea Sander

+SNE alR 2 KSFENI 27
Condolences to kiloved ones. | have a signed
copy of his bookascinating Creaturesvhich

he posted to me from Hermanus and which
taught me a lot about spiders. His were the first
macro photos | studied and really opened my
eyes to the wonderful creatures. RIP Mike, a
true gentleman, You will be missad

- Pam Read

I will miss him. He was loved by all who knew
him. | think he was what they mean by saying
someone is a people's person. His personality
as his true colours, was shining brightly. | feel
so sad. My condolees to his famil”ﬁ.

- Mariette Klynsmith-

L KIFERyQli aSSy YdzOK 27
loved his whole persona. He always responded
to comments with a thank you and was so
knowledgeable- a knowledge he so willingly

AaKI NBR® LQY a2 hspaBsRSY SR (32

- a huge loss to the FB community. | will miss
him. RIP Mike®

- Maddy Sams

The Spider Club News: June 2026 i Volume 42, No. 2

12

KAY

arlS U

z



Mike with Ria van der Lith (left), Alanna (his wife, in front), and Carien van Rooyen Rlgitt): Alanna Green.

. e .
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Mike with Juanita MarchanCarien van Rooyen, and Ria van der Lith. Photo: Alanna Green.
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R varn des LITH

Left: The lighter side of MikeRight:Mike had a huge love for spiders and all of nature. Photos: Ria van der Lith.

Carien van Rooyen and Ria van der Lith.

N

Left: I.\/Iike“and'Esther van der Westhuizéviddle: Mie busy photographing somethirsgnall. Right: Mike with

Left: Mike with his feet in the water on one of his bagnting trips with Bruce Blake. Photo: Bruce Blake.
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Observations

Interesting lynx spider

EImé Coetzer photographed this interesting and most likely undescribed grass lynx spider (Oxyopes
sp.;Oxyopidae) near Hekpoort in Gauteng.

Button spider feeds on snake “ -
Petra Rough photographed this brow :

button spider Latrodectus geometriciis
in Rustenburdeeding on what appears
to be a redlipped herald Crotaphopeltis
hotamboeid. It is not at 4 unusual for
brown button spiders to catch and feec
on snakes. They catch grouddelling
prey in sticky threads glued to the
ground, called gumfoot webs. Th
threads are spun under high tension, a
when something walks (or sails) int
these threads, tk threads come loose
and hoist the prey ito the air. In the |
case of larger prey, the spider will slowl
hoist the prey off the ground, out of
reach of scavengers like ants.
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Strange retreat or egg sac?

Justin  Allart photographed this
interesting silk  structure betwee
Bitterfontein and Nuwerus in the
Western Cape. It appears that there is &
egg sac in the middle. - -

No spider was found nearby, but it i-,‘{ .
likely that this was created by ¢
huntsman spider (Sparassidaef some i
sort. Benjamin Carbuccia said that he h :
seen a similar structure with a gras®
huntsman spider Fseudomicrommata
aLJP0 AYyAaARST odzi ¢
Justin did not open the structure, stating»l
aL ola GSYLWGSR @
thought that's a lot of hard work to ruin

creating this structure. Well done t
whatever spider is responsible. :

Rain spideregg saavith
“«* breadclip

Janine Jinx Louw photographed
~ this rain spider egg sac that
~ recently hatched. In previous
newsletters, we reported on
various rain spider nests containing
items other than the usual twigs,
leaves, and bark. This one contains
a single bread clip. What is odd is
not only the very small sizef the
egg sac, but that, according to
Janine, the eggs were laid only
eight days prior. It usually takes
about three to four weeks for the
eggs to hatch, so eight days is a
very short time.

A
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Intricate egg sac

Kyle Thomas found this egg sac in the Karfkforest in KwaZuhNatal and took these stunning
photos. He initially thought it belonged to a tailed coffidoted spider Rhomphaeap.) as there were
many in the immediate vicinity, but when he opened the egg sac, it contained what appears to be one
of the spiderhunting orb weaversGhorizopesoidesr Chorizopesp.). There were six spiderlings in

the egg sacThe bottom photo is a 5x magnification of the silk, showirag different colours of silk

were used.
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Ideocairavariation

Kyle Thomas photographed these three triangle avieb spiders Ifleocairasp.; Araneidae) in the
Karkloof forest in Kwazulo I Gt ® LG Aa dzyOf SIFNJ 6KSGKSN) G4KS&QN
variations of the same species. So far, dntyansverséhas beerrecorded from this area.

Double-doored trapdoor on tree

Kyle Thomas, again in the Karkloof forest in KwakKialtal, photographed this tree trapdoor spider
(Poecilomigagf. abrahami Migidae) These trapdoors are found on messd lichencovered trees
and have two openings rather than the typicatlike trapdoor that opens in one direction, other than
0 KS & ( alikéxr@pddoréthattopeRs in one direction.
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The tables have turad

Morné Jonathan found this spider, most likely a flat
bellied ground spider (Gnaphosidae) feeding on a
female brown button spider L@atrodectus
geometricu$ in Kuruman, Northern Cape. The brown
button spider was presumably outside her web;
otherwise the roles probably would have been
reversed, as. geometricugare very good at catching
grounddwelling spiders, like this gnaphosid.

Shore jumping spiders

A few jumping spiders hunting in the intertidal zones on beaches have been recorded rethatly.

top two photos, taken by Rudi Steenkamp, are of male (left) and femmiglat)Heliocapensislaviger

They were found on the beach at the Treasure Beach Education Centre in Durban during the University

2F GKS CNBS {i(liS0a w2wézaldNata 9y (2Y2f 238 SEOdzNEAZ2Y

The bottom left photo was taken by Cecile Roaxhe beach in Yzerfontein, Western Cape. She found
it amongsome shells in hollow among the rocks. It appears very similar to the fentdddiocapensis
clavigerin the top right photo.

The bottom right photo (species unknownmaybe Helafricanu8) was taken by Pierre Malan in
Kleinbaai, Western Cape.

All three were found in the intertidal zone, presumably hunting small isopods and other marine
creatures. It is unknown what these spidefs when the tide comes in. They will probably retreat
rather than submerge themselves under the water, like the intertidal spidemsaurobiodes
(Anyphaenidae) anBesigDesidae).
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Dew-covered orb web

Nothing unusuahere; just a stunning photo of a degovered orb web, photographed by Anton van
Niekerk.

“ .;,,,,,!m
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Tropical tentweb spider webs

LouisandAnnemarie Linde from Hartenbos, Western Cape, posted this photo of some yuccas covered
in the webs of tropical tentveb spders Cyrtophora citricolpAraneidae). They tend to group together
fA1S G(KAA ¢KAWlile SpS dieNdRcellentzee§ ydntrol these spiders, in large
numbers, can become a pest themselves in citrus orchards, where their dense webs prevent
pollinators from doing their job, thus hindering the formation of fruits.
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Unknown black trapdoor huntsman spider

Andries Cilliers photographed this unusual and most likely unknown huntsman spider near
Kakamas/Kenhardt in the Northern Capeistan Naud found the trapdoor, while Andries found the
spider. Charl du Plessis, in his post on the Huntsman Spiders of Southern Africa Facebook group,
stated:

® SQ@S oxedrgllaF NEY bl YAOAl O2yaidNuzOGAy3a | GNI LIR22N
R2SayQi YIGOK (GKAa 3ISydzad LQPS O2YLI NBR GKS Se@&S$s
unique. The nearest comparison, in my viewAiandisa(althoughArandis & ! [ stgaificanthy B

bigger than its AMESs) and to a lesser ext&alystella

Clickherefor a video of the spider and its trapdoor burrow.
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https://www.facebook.com/Rodwraylva/videos/1049699414390493/

I NBE K Sof @Homddiakodn spiders hollow?

During the Wilderness Project in Angola earlier this year, Nicky Bay photographed this horned baboon
ALIARSNI 6/ SN 1238 NHza aLIPT ¢ KSNI LK 2 & A Rshddaadlight 2 FA Y |
through it and found that its indeed hollow. Nicky said the following:

oMost species ofCeratogyrushave short, sclerotised horns on their carapace, but this particular
species C. attonitiferor close) has a hollow (see additional photos in comments), soft horn and can
extend all the way to the back of its abdomen. This individual, likely a juvenile, was found with its
burrow in a dead tree, unlike other specimens in this gehus.

Cubeshaped egg sacs Ballista spider with gumfoot web

Not from Soutkern Africa, but interesting The hunting technique of thiBropostirasp. from
enough to include here. Javier Azn Australia (we have similar spiders in South Afri
Photography, from Ecuador, posted this pho was filmed for the first time (videbereand article
of what he claims to be a ray spide here). Some widow/button spidersLatrodectus

(Theridiosomatidae) with her cubghaped egg Spp.) in the same family (Theridiidae) use t
sacs. same method to hunt groundwelling prey.

THEFEEDSK

SCIENTISTS HAVE DISCOVERED A
NEW SPIDER THAT HUNTS BY
CATAPULTING ITS PREY AT 140
TIMES THE FORCE OF GRAVITY. YES,
IT'S IN AUSTRALIA.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLAfo3Wleng
https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(26)00570-1

s
it G e 4 fof S = =7 = S % 3

To view the videossimply click on each picture
If you know of any videos that we can feature here, please contact us.

Afrikaans video podcast on spiders

Anien van Niekerk recently started an Afrikaans vid
podcast that focuses on scientific subjects. In this episq
she interviewed Rudi Steenkamp about spiders, and {
RAa0OdzaaSR KAa OKAf RNByQa
40 minutes long. YouTube proesl its own subtitles for
non! TNALFFYya aLISIF]1SNRX 0dz

[ b - 3 - h g vy
v ._ y
7 ' ]
\ ll spider. He may have lost two legs y i l

. Which is the case a lot of the time

In another episode, Anien interviewed Tiaan van Niek
about tarantulas in a 3&inute video. Feel free to chec
out her channelWeet Jy Van Wetenska@about other
sciencetopics.

Wasp buries spider

L.J. Vorster from East London to
this video of a spidehunting wasp
(cf. Tachypompilus ignitgsiragging 4
paralysed rain spider (Palystes sp.
a hole in the soil of a potted plant.
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Ant-eating theridiid feedingon ant

Thea Kruger from Pretoria took the
videos of an aneating theridiid
(Dipoenoidessp.) feeding on an an
and also appearing quite protective
its catch, waving its front legs in th
air. These dpers specialise ni

catching ants.
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https://www.facebook.com/reel/992931903427493
https://www.facebook.com/100081064411973/videos/pcb.27187032014213894/1277061531295456
https://www.facebook.com/100081064411973/videos/pcb.27187032014213894/1335421678431154
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80dqWm_Jk7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rkYXTyFjzU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80dqWm_Jk7w&t=198s
https://www.facebook.com/reel/992931903427493
https://www.facebook.com/100081064411973/videos/pcb.27187032014213894/1277061531295456
https://www.facebook.com/100081064411973/videos/pcb.27187032014213894/1335421678431154
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rkYXTyFjzU&t=2s

EVENTS

Yebo Gogga Exhibition

Wits University, Gauteng
13-17 May2026

By Astri Leroy

The theme this year wa$-ood and Wates.

| was ready to prepare a poster about how
spiders can get by using dew and
condensation on their webs as well as simply
their preyto satisfy their water needs, how
spiders protect crops and food gardens as
natural insecticides, how they are food for
other creatures and so on, but as has bee
GKS OFrasS Ay sieldiaodzy S
big spiders that attracts the youth, and Yebo
Gagga is all about youth.

As usual, the two male and one female rain
spiders, Palystes superciliosus were
wonderful ambassadorsas wellas golden
orb-web  spiders, both Trichonephila
fenestrata and T. senegalensiswhich are
abundant this year. We had one of each to
show and talkabout, as well as a brown
button spider(Latrodectus geometricjisa
male and a femaldlattie (Anyphopssp),

John Leroy showing some studené$ Yebo Goggaa some daddy longegs spidergsSmeringopus
common rain spider and how gentle they can Bae rain ~ SP-} @ SPitting spider gcytodessp.),and a
spiders were handi quite a lot by the students anc Violin  spider (Loxosceles parramge
behaved themselves really welthoto: Astri Leroy. collected two years ago.

During the first three days (weekdaysyer 6000 childrewameto our stand, and by Sunday lunchtime
the number of attendees topped 750WITSan out of tickets! The vast majority were scholars with
their teachers and som&VITSstudents and students from other institutions.

On Wednesday, we were almost overwhelmed by scholars from the amazing Hefprikelkege, the

first Afrikaansmedium high school in Johannesburg, started in 1921 at a time when all atheols

in the city were English mediunihe official foundation stone was laid by Barry Hertzog, no &s$.
find it deliciously South African that all the scholars were black and fluent in English.

This year was a breeze as husband John was therandoClariss€ronjéjoined us from Thursdayt

took her only a short while to get into the swing of answering questions and she was even more
adamant than | that spiders may be venomous but they are not dangerous. It was lovely having her
help and we all had time telieveeach other to visibther stands and do useful networking.
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