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About the Spider Club 
 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation. Our aim is to encourage an interest in all 

arachnids and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all suitable means. 

Membership is open to anyone. People interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member for 

information. 

Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops, and exhibits are arranged from time 

to time. A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

Contact us 

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

                                                                

                                                                     at “The Spider Club of Southern Africa” 

 

Your committee; always available and ready to help: 

 

Rudi Steenkamp  Chairperson and editor 064 842 8306 rudolphsteinkampf@gmail.com 

Janet Pretorius Secretary 082 770 6614 pretoriusjanet12@gmail.com 

Jeanne van Aswegen  Treasurer 083 753 2946 jeanne@grammarguardians.co.za 

Jarrod Michael Todd  Events organiser 067 833 2191 jarrod.todd37@gmail.com 

Wessel Pretorius  Webmaster / Western 

Cape events) 

072 384 0517 wesjanpretorius@gmail.com  

Ruan Booysen  Arachnologist 078 095 6116 booysenruan@gmail.com  

Joanie Beytell  Media liaison 082 490 2832 joaniebeytell@gmail.com 

Susan Kotze  Member 074 244 0306 suzybu86@gmail.com 

Deoné Röhrbeck  Member 073 422 1536 deonerohrbeck045@gmail.com 

Roulla Janse van Rensburg  Member 083 300 9609 roulla.jvr@gmail.com 
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Our sincere gratitude goes to the following people for this edition of the newsletter: 

 All the photographers of the photos used in this edition. Without you, these pages would be very dull. 

 Jeanne van Aswegen, for proofreading the newsletter. 

 The entire Spider Club committee for their contributions. 

 Everyone on the Spider Club Facebook page for all the interesting content. 

 All the readers of this newsletter, and all the positive feedback we receive. Of course, keep the negative 

feedback coming, so that we can improve on this newsletter. All the readers of this newsletter, and all the 

positive feedback we receive. Of course, keep the negative feedback coming, so that we can improve on 

this newsletter. 
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Hi spiderers! 

Firstly, apologies for the somewhat late edition. I always take pride in my punctuality, but sometimes there is 

just too much to do to get the edition out in time. Finding news and writing text for the newsletter is already 

time-consuming, but then there is also putting everything together and doing the layout (in MS Word, which is 

not really a design program). If anyone has some experience with more user-friendly software and would like to 

help out by making the newsletter look better, please let me know. I will still find the content and ask others to 

contribute, I just need someone to put everything together. It will save me a lot of time and effort…  

Anyway, it’s spring again, and the fields are coming back to life. A new life also awaits our events organiser, 

Jarrod Todd, who is getting married to Bianca Hindmarch in October. Congratulations, you two! On behalf of the 

Spider Club, we wish you both a very happy future together. Unfortunately, that also means that Jarrod will be 

far too busy to organise any events for Gauteng this spring, and possibly the summer as well. Astri Leroy will also 

not be able to fill in as she is also too busy this spring. We will try our best to find someone to organise an event 

or two so that the Gautengers aren’t left high and dry.  

Bloemfontein will finally host another spider walk at the beginning of November. This will be the last of the three 

50th birthday events held to celebrate the Spider Club’s 50th birthday. We will try our best to make it BIG, so if 

you missed the ones in the Western Cape and Gauteng, feel free to join us in Bloemfontein! Also, if you perhaps 

bought Kids’ Spiders of Southern Africa, which was published in June, and which is extensively covered in this 

edition (book review, photos, talks), you can bring it with so that I can write a personalised message for you 

and/or your children   

You might notice some new banners in this newsletter, such as for the Observations section and the new Spider 

Videos section. These were created by AI (ChatGPT) because I have zero graphic design experience, and we still 

haven’t found a graphic designer to join our committee on a permanent basis. We would much rather have 

original images created by a person, so if you are interested in creating header images for the different sections 

in the newsletter, please do!  

On that note, about 25 people have entered our logo design competition so far, where we asked people to 

design a new logo for the Spider Club, with the winner receiving a R3 000 cash prize. Unfortunately, many of 

those entries were AI-generated. AI still has a long way to go before it can draw a proper rain spider… Anyway, 

we decided to extend the deadline slightly in case someone else still wants to enter the competition. Just note 

that we STRONGLY prefer original, non-AI-generated images. 

Yes, AI makes many things so much easier and quicker, but there are also some negative applications of it, such 

as people and social media pages stealing other people’s photos and either removing the watermark or changing 

it just enough to skirt copyright laws. This is blatant theft, and pages that do this should not be supported. Cecile 

Roux touches on this matter here. But yes, like she mentions, AI is here to stay. We need to learn to live with it 

but also how to recognise and call out its faults.  

I hope you enjoy this edition, and like always, please let us know where we can improve, or if you have any ideas 

for new content.  

- Rudi Steenkamp -  

 

From the hub 

From the hub 
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Snippets 
 

THARINA BIRD NEW AFRAS CHAIR 

 

Astri Leroy resigns from committee 

Astri Leroy, one of the 

club’s founders, has 

resigned from the 

Spider Club committee. 

She filled the role of 

consultant, but will still 

be available to give 

advice when needed. 

This move was made to 

ease the admin process in opening a new bank 

account, and having fewer members on the committee 

would mean less paperwork. For that reason, JP 

Schutte, our website host, also resigned but will still be 

available when we have any issues with our website. 

Thank you to both for the work you have done on the 

committee!  

 

Great Southern Bioblitz 

The Great Southern Bioblitz takes place 

between 24 and 27 October 2025. 

Countries from all over the Southern 

Hemisphere can participate by finding 

and photographing as many life forms as possible and 

uploading it to iNaturalist. South Africa usually does 

very well in this initiative, especially the Western Cape. 

To find out more and how you can participate, click 

here. To join the project, click here.  

 

Cecile Roux reaches 10 000 spider observations 

Cecile Roux recently reached the 10 000 spider observations 

on iNaturalist milestone. As things stand, she is second in the 

world in terms of spider observations. Considering that South 

Africa has little over 100 000 spider observations, Cecile 

contributed to 10% of the entire country’s observations. 

While this is a remarkable statistic for one person, Cecile 

doesn’t really care about that and just loves to go out in 

nature and finding and photographing all its treasures.  

Deadline for logo competition extended 

 

The deadline for the design of a new 

Spider Club of Southern Africa logo has 

been extended from 20 September to 10 

October, so if you hurry up, you can still 

submit your design. If you want to 

participate and need an extra day or so, 

please let us know; otherwise, we will 

assume that all the entries have been 

received. The winner will receive a R3 000 

cash prize, and the logo will be featured 

on new merchandise, such as caps, coffee 

mugs, etc. To view the criteria for the 

design (even though you are free to do 

what you want), please see page 10 of 

our previous issue here. 

 

https://www.greatsouthernbioblitz.org/about-1
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/great-southern-bioblitz-2025-umbrella
https://www.spiderclub.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Spider-Club-News-June-2025-Vol-41-No-2.pdf
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Three new Trachelas species in South Africa 

In a recent revision1 of the genus Trachelas (family Trachelidae, 

sometimes known as ground sac spiders) by Charles Haddad 

and Robin Lyle, seven new species from the Afrotropical region 

have been described, including three from South Africa: T. 

falsus, T. humus, and T. leggi.  

Left: Trachelas falsus (female and male), one of three new Trachelas 

spp. described for South Africa. From Haddad and Lyle (2025).  

                                                           
1 Haddad, C.R. & Lyle, R. 2025. A revision of the genus Trachelas L. Koch, 1872 (Araneae: Trachelidae) in the continental 

Afrotropical Region. Zootaxa, 5673(4):451-493. https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5673.4.1  

The wasp and the spider 

 

Sentience Magazine, in its second edition, 

did a story about rehabilitating spiders 

(especially rain spiders) from wasp stings. 

Written by Rudi Steenkamp, and in line with 

the magazine’s ethos of empathy for all 

living creatures, the article also includes the 

perspective of the wasp. It also provides 

advice on how to rehabilitate a rain spider 

that was abandoned by a wasp. The article 

can be found here. It is free to subscribe to 

the magazine. Past issues of Sentience 

Magazine and WeLovePets can be found 

here.  

 

Spider Biology now available 

 

Rainer Foelix, author of Biology of Spiders, which 

was first published in 1979 and revised a few 

times since then, completely updated the book 

under a new title (Spider Biology) and publisher 

(Springer Nature). This is not an identification 

guide but rather focuses on the biology and 

natural history of spiders. If anyone has the book 

and would like to write a book review for it, 

please let us know. The book can be ordered 

online, including on Springer’s website here.  

 

https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5673.4.1
https://www.welovepetssa.co.za/assets/1752689757.pdf
https://www.welovepetssa.co.za/magazine#back-issues
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-96011-6?fbclid=IwY2xjawM-RGpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFpU3pJQjE1NEtVVjVtNVRCAR7TJt2gEgLfdFl-SdJM2gT29Nhhs865u8ehomLidcNkkuNMlFBeMivvFD7tNQ_aem_to76xpLqxkPfnbIG-gTZwA


The Spider Club News: September 2025 – Volume 41, No. 3 
7 

 S 

Black-palp wolf spider moved to new genus 

  
Spiniculosa crassipalpis male (left) and female (right). Photos by Rudi Steenkamp.  

 

The black-palp slim-legged wolf spider (Pardosa crassipalpis) was recently moved to a new genus 

(Spiniculosa). According to Kronestedt (2025)2, the male Spiniculosa species (two described) have “a 

row of short spine-like setae proventrally on the first leg coxa and trochanter respectively”. 

 

Fundraising for Asian students to attend conference 

Peter Jäger asked us to share the following: 

Dear colleagues, 

As you may know, I am fundraising to support Asian students and enable them to attend the Asian 

Conference of Arachnology in Laos this November. This cause is very important to me because the 

growing number of young Asian colleagues represents strong potential for our society. As you know, 

conference fees are increasing and some students cannot afford it to attend these important 

meetings. In Asia, students lack good opportunities to obtain travel grants, so I have organized a 

conference with no conference fee. I would also like to offer a few travel grants to students and young 

researchers. 

While the support I’ve received so far has been very encouraging, but I still need help to reach my 

fundraising goal of €5,000. 

Would you be willing to contribute to my fundraising campaign? Any amount you could donate would 

mean a lot to me and the students. 

To donate, simply click on the following link to my campaign: 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/scientific-conference-in-laos 

You can also help a lot by sharing the link to this fundraising campaign on your social media. The more 

attention it receives, the faster we will reach the fundraising target. Download link for flyer: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2zmuysxrs9m76x20o8vnd/ACA-GoFundMe-

ENGLISH.pdf?rlkey=q13o9oer3b4900zc7w2rrni95&dl=0 

If you have any questions about my campaign, please feel free to contact me at any time. 

Peter Jaeger  

                                                           
2 Kronestedt, T. 2025. Spiniculosa, a new wolf spider genus (Araneae, Lycosidae) from Africa, with description of a new 

species from the coast of Kenya. Zootaxa, 5666(2):211-224. https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5666.2.4  

https://ablink.messages.gofundme.com/ls/click?upn=u001.WwluZ9rwqCiJsr0ZytPFNeMbjLNpA31j7V7c8pwu3Mjnzznx2DVAjX8z767STxl7IBgvm36YGO9u9cAAQUDLLWYfmPN6N-2FHoiON2S6qtxzBUeyXgFLuTQnP-2BZVMGDD1svCQ6fkDvVP2j8GfSNo8y9T0mqrhhs1aM9c3yltfQ-2BiiQ1KC76XFYmv8eX0gZB4W4gqgu7A4zOAWtYr32NUN55w-3D-3Dg2ve_7tKkve0pPj06aVCwrllSgTwXSbyMc6nz1ky3oq5BM3VbFheWce4eRMcmYl4Rc2fndY-2F5JJL-2FE5bwubeB5CWc1Yb2eeDGwOwz4hNDJUa8hbmrDYKbcMTWRiPL3xcXsLpPHKwj-2BjxWSV8x49tu376xjWRzTxCr9yj-2BfIWjtbdSKadkSpsu3Id0F4bQ4Y24sL3X4EhWETk0E9aR-2FiXdisTen3WLvrE-2BSMYr-2Fk5J6qfv69QzaGAAJ0t1B3gEP9O1P077IEyngrx8YVy-2FLVqyKIT2ios6P0WxuqLDxalKdCUrt5CRcJSO4IvzWBP5yZ-2FJuJ1EOxcYgvgsruuQjI5UL1hFjzPPngw3l1KDhemTts4RfQIqjr4K4qkymDCwLcq5xtQfce5sAoX6jSfxtIMn-2F0ugl2hc9apXZd7cyL5SVJC82F0QAfHjoHZoqZta70sbilbZMTv0g3spHpsqqTpK7I96fTbeFralAHFQUECm5awPo0PVULIKq3zIUFAPPyo6sE-2Bqeuv-2Bj1GM7DrqOSETvKW-2FawJv1PKxgGe3FPGQXa0abJKwDtsX5eTSRZhE1-2FWLUcAb9AZQ2jcbsvyDPFHwJWddxF7V5secL3mgvCPrHoKmNKbxmjeoVCqoC61zVYe4YzUBzLWlXm1YRn3cVZdxRWplYqLBL8x-2Fmq3JXrZ3xU6enefNkd2BKdhqtM0SLa9VCXhWpISmOg2-2BR8x48IPGno5zHyyf9HSNZeVzlWbQp8AKRz91ESVczwpTZkbiwI-2FjGjlQ
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2zmuysxrs9m76x20o8vnd/ACA-GoFundMe-ENGLISH.pdf?rlkey=q13o9oer3b4900zc7w2rrni95&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2zmuysxrs9m76x20o8vnd/ACA-GoFundMe-ENGLISH.pdf?rlkey=q13o9oer3b4900zc7w2rrni95&dl=0
https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5666.2.4
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Book review: 
Kids’ Spiders of Southern Africa 

Review by Ruan Booysen 

 

Title: Kids’ Spiders of Southern Africa 

Author: Rudi Steenkamp 

Publisher: Struik Nature (Penguin 

Random House) 

Illustrator: Candiss Diamondis 

Format: Paperback 

Price: ±R190 

Pages: 80 

ISBN: 978 177989 015 3 (Print) / 

978 177989 016 0 (ePub) / 978 177989 

023 8 (Afrikaans edition). 

Language: English and Afrikaans 

Published: July 2025 

Available at: Struik Nature, Takealot, 

Loot, Wordsworth Books, Graffiti 

Books, Amazon, Bargain Books, etc.  

 

Did your eye ever catch something 

moving in the corner of your house? 

It looks leggy, perhaps even hairy? 

Suddenly, your seven-year-old child 

runs up to it and grabs it, while 

yelling, “Mommy look, it’s a 

spider!!” Your face goes pale, and 

you are not sure what to do? Well, I 

have the book to recommend to 

you (and your kid)! 

Recently, a little gem of a book was published by spider enthusiast Rudi Steenkamp, chair of the Spider 

Club of Southern Africa, and an excellent macro photographer. His book, Kids’ Spiders of Southern 

Africa (also available in Afrikaans: Kinders se Spinnekoppe van Suider-Afrika) will provide you and your 

children with all the information you need to identify and safely engage with spiders. While this 

information is useful to everyone, why not take it a step further and learn something more about 

these incredible creatures too? This book is perfectly tailored towards children, but also incredibly 

informative for anyone new to the world of spiders. Even specialists in the field can find it refreshing 

to read! 

The book is vibrant and is full of colourful macro photos of spiders big and small (and a few other 

surprises too) to keep your attention. It covers a great number of spider-related topics, starting with 

the basics such as what spiders look like, how they relate to other groups of arachnids, what they eat, 

where they live, and so forth. It further expands on their perceived danger to humans and what their 

venom does. You will be pleasantly surprised on what you will learn here! The subsequent chapters 

explore groups of spiders from different trophic guilds such as those that hunt from webs, on the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruno_Coulais
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ground, on plants or even near/on the water. Towards the end of the book other interesting biological 

phenomena are explored that occur in spiders such as araneophagy (can you guess what this is?), 

camouflage, mimicry and armoured spiders. Being a biology book, you will learn a bunch of new and 

interesting words. While this book is written with as little scientific jargon as possible, you may 

sometimes come across new words and forget what they mean, but if you do, just turn to the glossary 

at the back of the book to quickly refresh your memory! 

Overall, this is a great starting point for anyone interested in arachnids and your children will learn 

some important information regarding these animals, sidestepping the fearmongering information 

that often plagues the Internet. The only criticism I have for this book is that it would benefit from 

including other arachnid groups (or perhaps other editions... wink-wink, nudge-nudge) and that was 

published 20 years too late! Since it is a softcover, wrap it neatly, then you can carry it with you when 

you go hiking! 

Are you still reading this review? If so, read it again and go get it! 

Here are a few spreads from the book: 
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Talking about spiders and 

Kids’ Spiders of Southern Africa 

 

After Kids’ Spiders of Southern Africa was published in early July, I gave three talks on spiders in 

general and the book. Here is a summary of these talks.  

Free State Arts Festival – Literature Festival 

18 July 2025 

On Sunday, 13 July, Mia Amber Kahts 

from the Literature Festival of the Free 

State Arts Festival in Bloemfontein 

contacted me to ask if I would be willing 

to discuss my book at the festival the 

next Friday. It was very short notice, 

considering that the festival’s 

programme was already settled, but I 

agreed.  

I discussed the various sections of the 

book and spiders in general, with some 

interesting facts about some families. I 

talked for about an hour, with more 

than 600 of my macro photos running in the background. Of course I could have talked longer, but 

another author had to talk after me, so I had to get off the stage      

Only 17 people attended, but that was more than most other book discussions at the festival. Also, I 

think some perspectives were changed, which is the main goal in everything we do.  

  

 

 

Left: My sister, Natasja Lutjens, and I after the talk. Right: My better half (and the Spider Club’s treasurer), 

Jeanne van Aswegen, selling books after the talk.  
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The Nature Diary, with Tim Neary 

702 FM 

20 July 2025 

Tim Neary interviewed me on 702 FM via telephone. This interview lasted only 15 minutes, which is 

very short for someone who has a LOT to say about spiders  Click here to listen to the interview. 

 

Tiny Giants: Revealing the Hidden World of Spiders 

2025 Kirstenbosch Wednesday Talks 

6 August 2025 

 

This presentation, about an hour long, was about the role of macrophotography in the education (and 

science) about spiders. Brett Chilcott hosted the talk, which was uploaded on YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmUKUjGclFk 

 

While I like to talk about 

spiders, I was glad when I 

didn’t have to anymore…  

I was honoured to have the 

Afrikaans version of the book 

being crowned the Litnet 

“Kroonboek” of the month 

by author Etienne van 

Heerden.  

Thank you to everyone who 

supported me by buying the 

book and listening to these 

talks!   

https://omny.fm/shows/weekend-breakfast-702/the-nature-diary-turning-fear-into-fascination-getting-your-kids-to-love-spiders?fbclid=IwY2xjawM6UzFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFXRHdGNmhoekQzb0dQczNJAR4QQqoKd-oI6Z0KIBUCObCTqtHV61e-6366O9WTrqrmkbSwLE8YU9fE-QpbDw_aem_dfs6sYz6OEXhcjhtTJS7ZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmUKUjGclFk
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Kids with Kids’ Spiders of Southern Africa 

Here are a few photos of children with Kids’ Spiders of Southern Africa, published with the consent 

of their parents.  

 

  

Grade R learners at Academia Pikkiepark Kleuterskool in Windhoek, Namibia. The book was donated 

to the school by Lalie Beukes. The children are aged between 3 and 6.  
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 Top left: Reinhardt van der Linde (9). Top right: Xander Lategan (7). Middle: Sammy Beck (9). 

Bottom: Alex (8) and Alice Burns (5).  
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Top left: Lyana (5) and Lily Gouws (2). Top right: Leya (6) and Cleo Gouws (4). Bottom left: Luka Bradley 

(9). Bottom right: Zoe Beukes (11).   
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Even older children and adults can enjoy the book. Top left: Benjamin Pretorius (14). Top right: Etgar 

Lutjens (23). Bottom left: Mercia Coetzee (66). Bottom right: Ria van der Lith (71).  
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Interesting theridiid 

  

Suncana Bradley photographed these comb-footed spiders (Theridiidae) near Nqutshini in KwaZulu-

Natal. We are not sure of the genus or species. If anyone has any information on these spiders, please 

let us know. Click on each photo to go to the observations on iNaturalist.  

Trapdoor spiders mating 

 

Tim Gutte photographed these open-hole trapdoor spiders (Pionothele gobabeb; Pycnothelidae) in 

Erongo, Namibia, mating. Dr Ian Engelbrecht said that he has never witnessed this species mating.  

Observations 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/990213
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/1108910-Pycnothelidae
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/299762210
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/299761475
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Red variation of jumping spider 

  

Matthew Michael Burton photographed this male thyene jumping spider with an extraordinary red 

shine. Galina Azarkina identified it as either T. bucculenta or T. inflata. Robert Wienand thinks the 

deep red shine had to do with the lighting, but Michael said that it was actually this red.  

 

Flower crab spider found with UV light 

  
Chantelle Bosch was busy with a night walk in Namibia with a 365 nm UV torch, probably looking for 

scorpions, which glow under UV light, when she spotted this flower crab spider (Thomisus sp.; 

Thomisidae) glowing in the light. While some spiders glow under UV light, most of them don’t. Since 

flower crab spiders ambush pollinators who can see UV light to find flowers, it probably helps the crab 

spider to camouflage itself on flowers.  

 

Green lynx spider in desert 

Logan Judd spotted this green lynx spider (Peucetia sp.; 

Oxyopidae) on the dunes of the Namib Desert near Gobabeb, 

Namibia. These spiders are plant dwellers, and in more arid 

areas they are often straw-coloured rather than green, to 

match the vegetation. The only forms of vegetation in the 

area, according to Logan, were some clumps of dry grass on 

the dunes.  
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Asemesthes ground spider 

feeding on a balbyter ant 

Cecile Roux found this asemesthes 

ground spider (Asemesthes sp.; 

Gnaphosidae) between Pofadder and 

Kakamas in the Northern Cape busy 

feeding on a balbyter ant (Camponotus 

fulvopilosus). Judging by the colour of 

the abdomen, these spiders are most 

likely aggressive mimics of these ants. It 

is also interesting that the spider chose to bite the ant below the head, which would have made it 

vulnerable to a defensive bite.   

 

10-month-old boy bitten by black button spider 

On 20 September, Madeleine Moukarzel Heyns posted a 

photo of a black button spider (Latrodectus cf. 

renivulvatus; Theridiidae) that bit her 10-month-old boy 

twice on his back. The spider was in the boy’s clothes. She 

took the child to the hospital in Windhoek, Namibia, and 

said that he did not stop crying from 11:45 to 17:00. The 

doctors shared the following treatment: “In terms of treatment we did supportive care: cool compress, 

antibiotics, pain medication (with opioids) antispasmodic meds, antihistamines. No antivenom was 

used as there was no severe uncontrolled pain persistent muscle rigidity, or respiratory involvement 

issues. The risk of severe allergy to antivenom is higher to smaller kids so we decided not to go that 

route.” Madeleine shared the following updates; the first the following day and the second two days 

later.  
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Decorated velvet spider           Beautiful wolf spider 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Marina de Kock found this beautiful velvet spider 

(Eresidae) in Pretoria. It is presumably a female 

decorated velvet spider (Paradonea sp.). If anyone 

knows what species it is, please let us know via 

email.  

 

This gorgeous wolf spider (Lycosidae) was 

posted on iNaturalist by “dankeify”, who 

found it in Hout Bay, Western Cape. If anyone 

knows what genus it is, please identify it on 

iNaturalist here.   

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/316667290#activity_identification_26e29895-aabf-43d6-aba7-42ae85fce383


The Spider Club News: September 2025 – Volume 41, No. 3 
20 

 S 

 
I’ve always wanted to embed videos into our newsletter, which is why we wanted to move our 

newsletter to a digital format. Unfortunately, that has not realised yet, so instead I created this new 

section that contains links to interesting videos. Simply click on each picture to view the video. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maratus 

A 30-minute documentary (2015) on the 

search for a new peacock jumping spider 

found by hobbyist photographer Stuart 

Harris. 

 

Spiders with Danni Sherwood  

British arachnologist Danni Sherwood gives a short 

description of what arachnologists do. 

 

Train of baby trapdoor 

spiders 

Uploaded by r/spiders 

 

Tube-web spider 

creates tunnel in sand 

Video by Chantelle Bosch 

 

 

White lady trapdoor burrow 

Video by Chantelle Bosch 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKgZ0ziRyow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdqJ2vi5km0
https://www.reddit.com/r/spiders/comments/ki8g4b/baby_trapdoor_spiders_making_their_way_up_a_tree/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1431180383822275/posts/2671820406424927/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1431180383822275/posts/3103784413228522/


The Spider Club News: September 2025 – Volume 41, No. 3 
21 

 S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sand diver  

Lisa Starr filmed this sand diver (Psammoduon sp.; 

Zodariidae) near Strand, Western Cape, doing what 

it is named after: diving into sand.  

The video is uploaded as a reply to a comment on 

the post, so just click on “View all replies” to view 

the video.  

 

 

 

 

  

Lynx spiders mating 

 

Eunette van Wyk-Schumacher from East London 

filmed this mating ritual of grass lynx spiders 

(Oxyopes sp.; Oxyopidae), as well as the mating 

process itself.  

Spider-hunting wasp digs huge hole 

 

This spider-hunting wasp, filmed by 

Chantelle Bosch in Namibia, went through 

great lengths to find the white lady 

huntsman spider hiding in her burrow in 

the sand. On previous occasions, 

Chantelle has spotted these spiders 

hiding in holes up to one metre deep! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1431180383822275/posts/1630013117272333/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10169262566595372&set=gm.7821928351177338&idorvanity=101951926508391
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Blast from the past! 

by Rudi Steenkamp 

Introduction 

In the winter of 1975, six people – John and Astri Leroy, Ansie and Nico Dippenaar, and Leslie and 

Claire Herman – founded The Spider Club of Southern Africa. In the first year of operations, there were 

not much more than 10 members, and 50 years later we stand at 650 (and more than 70 000 on 

Facebook), including arachnologists from all over the world.  

As the current chair and newsletter editor, I figured we’d have to preserve the club’s history before it 

is lost to time, so we had all our old hardcopy newsletters digitised (Astri has taken very good care of 

these old copies). They will all be made available on our website soon.  

In the previous edition, I covered the second decade of newsletters (1986-1995). The following are 

noteworthy extracts from the third decade (1996-2005).  

JUNE 1996 

Funny account in Nepal 

When Astri and John Leroy visited Nepal, the kitchen staff wanted some of their super-strong spider 

whisky…  

 

 

Martin Filmer Floating 

Trophy 

I don’t know when we 

stopped awarding this 

trophy, and some 

other awards, but 

perhaps it is time to 

bring it back. The times 

have changed, though, 

and people aren’t as 

involved in the Spider 

Club as they used to 

be…  
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Astri requests chocolate boxes for spider displays 

 

 

Norman Larsen in Die Burger 

Another Spider Club member made the newspaper.  
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An “introduction” to the Internet 

The World Wide Web was already invented in 1989 but it took a while before everyone jumped on 

the WWW bandwagon and started realising its potential. In 1996, we finally started using email. Here 

is a “crash course” in the Internet from Bob Dehning.  

  

  

  

New committee 

Astri Leroy took over as chairperson from Martin 

Filmer, while Jonathan Leeming was appointed as 

the treasurer.  
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SEPTEMBER 1996 

New spider book        The birth of SANSA 

  
 

MARCH 1997 

First Yebo Gogga 

As far as I know, this was the first Yebo Gogga expo.  

 

SEPTEMBER 1997      DECEMBER 1997 

First indemnity forms for outings    Cheryl Dehning resigns as editor 
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MARCH 1998 

Well, that didn’t work…                   Poor binding of spider book 

   

Overkill? 

 
 

JUNE 1998 

Were the sirens necessary?             We have come a long way… 

  

 

Trouble with editors 

After Cheryl Dehning resigned, we struggled to find a more permanent newsletter editor. Here is a list 

of editors we’ve had between 1998 and 2006: 

1998: Astri Leroy (temporary) (1 issue) 

1998-1999: Karel Balt (5 issues) 

1999-2000: Douglas Anderson (4 issues) 

2000-2001: Astri Leroy (temporary) (4 issues) 

2001-2002: Ian Engelbrecht (6 issues) 

2003: Alan and Sharon Bosse (2 issues) 

2003-2004: Miemmie Prinsloo (3 issues) 

2004-2006: Ian Engelbrecht (8 issues) 

Today, we have 53 357 recorded spider species. Still 

much work to do to get to 170 000! 
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SEPTEMBER 2000    MARCH 2001 

Photo of R.F. Lawrence and Clare Herman  Promises of a website 

  

JUNE 2002     MARCH 2003 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

In 2001 we tried to get our website up and running, 

but it took much longer than anticipated. As far as 

I could determine, by 2005, where this Blast from 

the Past ends, we still did not have a website up 

and running.  

SEPTEMBER 2001 

John Leroy back in charge 

Who drew this? 

Come on… this is a gross 

misrepresentation of the Spider Club on 

an outing. We have always respected the 

environment and teach attendees to do 

the same.  

Ian Engelbrecht temporarily leaves Spider Club 

If I recall correctly, Ian went to Thailand for a year. 

No worries; Ian would be back to resume his role 

as the newsletter editor.   
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SEPTEMBER 2003 

Columbia space shuttle disaster 

also claimed 8 spiders 

The horrific accident on 1 February 

2003, when the Space Shuttle 

Columbia disintegrated when re-

entering the atmosphere, killed 

not only the seven astronauts on 

board, but also eight garden orb-

web spiders. The September 2003 

edition includes a few articles from 

before the incident and the 

purpose of the experiment. These 

“astroarachnids” also had names: 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2004 

Meet Astri Leroy 

Since Astri is rather quiet on our Facebook group, new members will probably know very little about 

her. Here is a little more about our founder and matriarch, who is still very active behind the scenes.   
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Martin Filmer passes away             Children’s section in newsletter 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

Bigger committee 

The committee grew to eight members after 

adding a merchandiser and webmaster (the 

website was still not online at this point).  

Once we have chosen a new logo (or decide to stick 

with the old one), we will continue with 

merchandise. If you have any ideas of what you 

would want to buy (coffee cup, caps, licence disk 

holders, bumper stickers, calendars, etc.), please 

let us know! 

  

There is so much more to say about Martin 

Filmer, who played a huge role in the Spider Club. 

He was our longest-running chairperson to date 

and also published one of the first proper field 

guides to spiders in South Africa, whose revised 

edition is still sold today.  

The September 2004 issue featured the first 

“Spiderlings” section, aimed at educating 

children about spiders. Perhaps this is 

something we should bring back so that we 

can help raise a new generation that loves 

and admires spiders and other arachnids.  
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EVENTS 

50th birthday celebration: 
Agricultural Research Council, Roodeplaat, Gauteng, 30 July 2025 

By Astri Leroy 

  
Astri Leroy and Jarrod Todd bidding farewell to the old Spider Club logo, which will most likely be replaced by a 

new logo soon (unless committee members vote to keep the old one). Photo of Astri on the left taken by Robin 

Lyle, and photo of Jarrod by Astri Leroy.  

 

The Gauteng celebration of 50 years of The Spider Club of Southern Africa was held on a lovely warm 

winter’s day under the trees outside the Biosystematic department of the ARC (Agricultural Research 

Council) in Roodeplaat north of Pretoria. Only two of the original members, John and Astri Leroy, were 

able to be there, sadly the other two, Ansie and Nico Dippenaar were unable to attend.  

Jarrod Todd, who needs no introduction, and Robin Lyle of the ARC hosted the several dozen Spider 

Club members who attended and Jarrod in his usual warm and friendly style got the party going and 

introduced Robin to those who didn’t already know her.  

The first order of events after we arrived and signed in (after all, the ARC is a government institute!) 

was Robin using a pull-down screen on which she explained some of the basics of arachnology to the 

audience. That pull-down screen is a lovely tool! She also took everyone through the National 

Collection of Arachnida and explained its importance to science.  
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Robin Lyle (left) gave a presentation on the basics of arachnology. Right: The kids and most of the adults were 

enthralled during her presentation. Photos: Astri Leroy.  

 

Then, when the lunch was being prepared, we had a short spider walk in the veld, although at this 

time of year spiders are quite hard to find and Astri gave a brief history of how the club began.  

Jarrod and his fiancée, Bianca, made boerie rolls with chakalaka and other kinds of relish, washed 

down with cooldrinks, and Astri brought an awesome celebratory cake with edible decorations, 

including the spiders. When we cut the cake, the kids asked if they could eat the spiders and were 

gleeful when we told them they could but one or two kids had to be separated when they all wanted 

"the big rain spider"!  

  
Left: Robin and Jarrod getting the boerie rolls and cooldrinks ready (photo by Astri Leroy). Right: Two of the 

Spider Club’s founding members, Astri and John Leroy, with the 50th birthday cake (photo by Robin Lyle).  

 



The Spider Club News: September 2025 – Volume 41, No. 3 
32 

 S 

  
Left: The Spider Club’s 50th birthday cake, complete with edible spiders and logo (photo by Robin Lyle). Right: 

Jarrod showing the children a tarantula (photo by Astri Leroy).  

 

After lunch, Jarrod gave a quick course in macrophotography, demonstrating the kind of photographic 

equipment that is necessary and how to use it.  

As always, it is wonderful to be with a crowd of like-minded people and we had a really fantastic day. 

 

 
The old and new. John Leroy, the Spider Club’s first chairperson, with a future club member  

(photo by Astri Leroy).   
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Plettenberg Bay Spider Walk  

16 August 2025 

 
Attendees at the second Plettenberg Bay Spider Walk. Photo by Graeme Copley.  

 

Bradley Raath, who led his second spider walk in Plettenberg Bay on 16 August, shared the 

following: 

“We had a good turnout, despite the cloudy, chilly morning. We started by showing some spiders I 

had found, including a Twig Spider (Cyphalonotus larvatus), a new spider for me. 

We then went to a cycad which has become home to tropical tent-web spiders (Cyrtophora citricola). 

While I was trying to find the spider, someone noticed an Australian grey house spider (Badumna 

longinqua) grab a fly and retreat into its web, which it had built to the side of the massive Cyrtophora 

web. These Australians do turn up all over the place! 

Then had a look at a young tree that has very many lynx spiders (Oxyopes spp.). Unfortunately, most 

seemed to be hiding from the chilly weather, but we did see a few. One of the young lads noticed 

some nursery-web spiders (Euprosthenopsis spp.) at the base of the tree. 

I wanted to show a Spiroctenus specimen, so we dug one up that had made its burrow in the middle 

of the road. It was relocated to a safer place after the walk. 

Those who made it to the end of the walk got to see a hedgehog spider (Pycnacantha tribulus) and 

her egg sac. 

Thank you to Graeme Copley for taking photos of the event.” 
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 Top left and right: Attendees searching for spiders (photos by Graeme Copley). Middle left and right: 

Tropical tent-web spider (Cyrtophora citricola; Araneidae). Bottom left: Masked crab spider (Synema 

cf. decens). Bottom right: Hedgehog spider (Pycnacantha tribulus; Araneidae). Photos by Bradley 

Raath. 
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Top left: Jumping spider (Thyene coccineovittata; Salticidae). Top right: Australian grey house spider 

(Badumna longinqua; Desidae). Second row: Grass lynx spiders (Oxyopes spp.; Oxyopidae). Third 

row: Funnel-web nursery-web spiders (Euprosthenopsis spp.; Pisauridae). Bottom left: Open-hole 

trapdoor spider (Spiroctenus sp.; Bemmeridae). Bottom right: Crab spider (cf. Diaea sp.; 

Thomisidae). Photos by Bradley Raath.   
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Species list 
Compiled by Bradley Raath 

 

FAMILY GENUS SPECIES 

Araneidae Cyphalonotus  larvatus  

Araneidae Cyrtophora  citricola  

Araneidae Ideocaira  sp. 

Araneidae Pycnacantha  tribulus  

Bemmeridae Spiroctenus  sp. 

Desidae Badumna  longinqua 

Lycosidae Hippasa sp. 

Oxyopidae Oxyopes  sp. 

Oxyopidae Oxyopes  sp. 

Pisauridae Euprosthenopsis  sp. 

Salticidae Thyene  coccineovittata  

Salticidae Tusitala sp. 

Tetragnathidae Leucage sp. 

Theridiidae Steatoda  capensis  

Thomisidae Synema  riflense  

Thomisidae Synema  decens 

Thomisidae Xysticus sp. 
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Kadotstroom spider survey 
Hout Bay, Western Cape – 14 September 2025 

 

 
The small group of individuals, organised by The Spider Club of Southern Africa, who helped survey the spider 

species found in the small wetland area in Hout Bay. Deep Blue Armed Response (on left) provided additional 

security, in case the group encountered any of dangerous individuals who might have moved into the area. 

Photo by Janet Pretorius.   

 

The Kadotstroom nature park is a small wetland area that has been declared a protected area thanks 

to the work of a group of individuals who decided to conserve the piece of land. It has become 

overgrown with reeds, bushes, and various invasive species that were introduced when people 

discarded them along with their rubbish. Some homeless individuals and drug users began to move 

into the area. In response, some residents decided to clean up the area, and with funding from the 

Cape Town municipality, they hired labourers who started clearing the area by picking up rubbish and 

removing the reeds and other invasive species. They put up signs indicating that the municipality 

should not spray poisons or cut the grass, and also created footpaths for people to use when hiking 

through the area. This survey was initiated to demonstrate that the area is home to wild animals and 

plants that need to be protected. 

- Wessel Pretorius - 
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Kadotstroom runs between some residential areas. On the left is Pierre Malan, who invited the Spider Club to 

help with the survey. In the middle is Norman Larsen, a well-known Spider Club member, and on the right is 

Chris Owen, who is involved in building several conservation areas in places like Limpopo. Photo by Wessel 

Pretorius.  

It was a beautiful day! Twenty members of the Spider Club of South Africa turned out to do a survey 

of spider species in the Kadot. There was much shaking of bushes to dislodge the shy critters, with the 

result that spiders were not all we found. There were several bird species, a brown water snake and 

many bees, craneflies, stick insects, katydids and monkey beetles, to name but a few. There were 

frogs, and one of us, a retired game ranger, found the tracks of a water mongoose, confirming the 

source of the tracks Michelle and I found a few months ago. Around 40 species in total were uploaded 

to i-Naturalist. As early spring turns to summer, I expect that we will find many more species in what 

is essentially a very small area.  

- Pierre Malan - 

  

  
Thanks to a group of nature lovers, Kadotstroom is once again picturesque, filled with indigenous flora, and 

safe. Photos: Norman Larsen (top left) and Wessel Pretorius (rest).  
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Spiders 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

  

1 2 3 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 

Salticidae (1-5): 1: Thyene inflata. 2: Thyene bucculenta. 3: Baryphas ahenus. 4: Evarcha sp. 5: Heliocapensis 

bellus. 6: Miagrammopes sp. (Uloboridae). 7&8: Dictynidae. 9: Thanatus sp. (Philodromidae). 10: 

Euprosthenopsis sp. (Pisauridae). 11: Phyxelididae. 12: cf. Theridion sp. (Theridiidae). 13: Araneus cf. 

nigroquadratus (Araneidae). 14: Cyrtophora citricola (Araneidae). 15: Scytodes sp. (Scytodidae). Thomisidae 

(16-18): 16: Synema imitatrix. 17: Oxytate cf. argentooculata. 18: Phrynarachne melloleitaoi.   
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Species list 

Compiled from iNaturalist project 

FAMILY GENUS SPECIES 

Araneidae Araneus cf. nigroquadrata 

Araneidae Cyrtophora  citricola 

Araneidae Neoscona Several spp. 

Araneidae Several unknown spp. 

Clubionidae Clubiona sp. 

Dictynidae Unknown spp. 

Lycosidae Hogna sp. 

Lycosidae Several unknown spp. 

Oxyopidae Oxyopes Several spp. 

Philodromidae Thanatus Several spp. 

Phyxelididae Unknown sp. 

Pisauridae Euprosthenopsis pulchella 

Salticidae Baryphas ahenus 

Salticidae Evarcha Several spp. 

Salticidae Helafricanus sp. 

Salticidae Heliocapensis bellus 

Salticidae Thyene inflata 

Salticidae Thyene  bucculenta 

Scytodidae Scytodes Several spp. 

Theridiidae cf. Theridion sp. 

Theridiidae Enoplognatha sp. 

Theridiidae Steatoda  capensis 

Theridiidae Theridion sp. 

Thomisidae Oxytate cf. argentooculata 

Thomisidae Phrynarachne melloleitaoi 

Thomisidae Synema  imitatrix 

Thomisidae Tribe Diaeini sp. 

Uloboridae Miagrammopes sp. 

 

Full project available on iNaturalist here. 

Arachnida project on iNaturalist here. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/kadotstroom-hout-bay?tab=observations
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?project_id=kadotstroom-hout-bay&taxon_id=47119
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Web of deception:  

AI, social media, and spider photography 

By Cecile Roux 

 

Love it or hate it, AI is here to stay and the 

uses and capabilities are expanding at a 

rate that is both exciting and daunting. 

Scientists and environmentalists can 

utilise AI to help collect, interpret, and 

analyse data, create models, predict 

natural events and trends – all in ways that 

were not previously possible. The benefits 

are clear. 

One should, however, not be blind to the 

drawbacks and possible abuse of AI when 

it comes to nature conservation and 

perception, and the effects on the 

scientists, photographers, and writers 

who dedicate their time to these causes.  

I am a passionate spider photographer, 

and I mainly use social media to share my 

photos. I do this not only to share my own 

enjoyment, but also to educate in a fun 

way and to try to get more people to 

connect with nature, to see the beauty 

around us. Social media is a fast and 

convenient way to reach many people, to 

spread awareness, and to educate. 

Unfortunately, social media platforms are content-hungry machines. Once a photo is online, it can 

travel anywhere, stripped of context, ownership, and recognition. And there is a sharp rise in pages 

that actively do this by stealing photos, changing them just enough with AI help to escape copyright 

issues and to evade detection tools. It is easy to see that this can have financial and reputational 

impacts on especially professional photographers. Unfortunately, social media platforms haven’t been 

sympathetic or proactive with regard to these problems, and it is hard to see how this can be curbed. 

There are many ethical and legal issues that should be addressed, but by whom? I would like to share 

this article by well-known macro photographer Nicky Bay. He shares some of his and other 

photographers’ photos together with AI-modified versions that are being used to harvest “likes” and 

reactions, generating income for these pages, spreading false information in the process.  

https://www.nickybay.com/ai-abuse-to-skirt-copyright-law/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLzJPBleHRuA2FlbQIx 

MQABHlm_bGcVXnxZmJ3Ek8YTX0kw5G_uT7zU92A9FXxs_8amZo9jdqkMDdEYA4A2_aem_y9sozhJx9

s6GqLlyLxi0lw 

https://www.nickybay.com/ai-abuse-to-skirt-copyright-law/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLzJPBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHlm_bGcVXnxZmJ3Ek8YTX0kw5G_uT7zU92A9FXxs_8amZo9jdqkMDdEYA4A2_aem_y9sozhJx9s6GqLlyLxi0lw
https://www.nickybay.com/ai-abuse-to-skirt-copyright-law/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLzJPBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHlm_bGcVXnxZmJ3Ek8YTX0kw5G_uT7zU92A9FXxs_8amZo9jdqkMDdEYA4A2_aem_y9sozhJx9s6GqLlyLxi0lw
https://www.nickybay.com/ai-abuse-to-skirt-copyright-law/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLzJPBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHlm_bGcVXnxZmJ3Ek8YTX0kw5G_uT7zU92A9FXxs_8amZo9jdqkMDdEYA4A2_aem_y9sozhJx9s6GqLlyLxi0lw
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Examples from Nicky Bay’s article range from rather realistic recreations (top) to complete (and ridiculous ones 

(bottom). Still, people on sites such as Insectrevolution, one of the main culprits, still believe it.  

 

Should prominent photographers choose to abandon social media, it would be a huge loss. Can we 

expect the average social media user to question all photographs and to only follow reputable pages? 

No, that is a pipe dream. People consume mindlessly, and enjoy beautiful, bright, eye-catching visual 

content, and the pages sharing AI-modified and AI-generated content exploit this.  

One of my concerns is that this trend exacerbates the already existing disconnect between people and 

nature. One may argue that any enthusiasm for nature, and more specifically spider photos, is good. 

But I disagree. By far the most of the spiders in altered or generated photos are slightly cartoonified; 

the eyes are fewer and bigger, most features are simplified, the background is clean and pleasing, less 

hair on the spider – unrealistic, sanitised, and false images. Do we want people to think of spiders as 

plush toys or cartoon characters? Or do we want people to get interested in real nature, the intricate 

and fascinating creatures that spiders are? If people get used to these “clean” pictures, the real hairy 
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spider with the spindly legs on the wall will be less welcome. We need people to see nature as it is, to 

respect nature as it really is, in order to care about conservation and our task to study and protect. It 

is also worrying that these altered photos are most often accompanied by false information. Myths 

and falsehoods about spiders and insects already abound, and this new trend makes our task of 

educating much harder.  

  
While there are many cases of real photos accompanied by incorrect information, there are also cases of correct 

info accompanied by AI images, such as this trashline orb weaver (Cyclosa sp.), with the fake AI images on the 

left, and the real spider, photographed by Jeff Cremer, on the right.  

 

I do not offer solutions; I do, however, think that we need to talk about this and think about ways to 

mitigate the harm that is being done. How do we encourage critical thinking and skepticism without 

dimming the enjoyment? Let us start the conversation! 
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The A-Z of spiders 

by Benjamin Carbuccia 

S is for STABILIMENTUM 

A stabilimentum is a wide, thick, irregular silk band some orb weavers in the families Araneidae and 

Uloboridae “decorate” their webs with. The stabilimentum is not made with the types of silk used in the 

rest of the web, but with the silk used for wrapping prey. Usually presenting itself as a wide band of white, 

opaque silk, it can have, depending on the species, the shape of a spiral, a zigzag, a star, a pair of straight 

bands with jagged edges, or sometimes more irregular and complex shapes. While its shape is often 

intriguing and beautiful, its function is actually quite a mystery. Many hypotheses have been proposed, and 

some have been investigated: unlike what had initially been assumed, and what gave it its name, it does 

not appear to stabilise or strengthen the web. It has also been hypothesised that it could make the web 

more conspicuous to large herbivores or birds, to avoid them accidentally passing through the web and 

destroying it, or that it could attract prey insects by reflecting UV light a certain way. Both of these 

possibilities have been studied, with mixed results, and, while neither of these has been truly ruled out, 

they haven’t been proved with certainty.  

It is, however, possible that the stabilimentum may serve more than one purpose, and that this purpose 

may not be the same in every species that builds one.  

In some species, for instance in the genus Cyclosa, one role seems quite obvious: camouflage. Many Cyclosa 

species build fairly complex stabilimenta, often mixing prey remains and various debris with the silk, and 

positioning themselves somewhere near the middle, perfectly camouflaged (which is why they’re called 

trash-line orb weavers).  

They also place their egg sacs there, similarly covered with debris. At least two species of the genus build 

an irregular stabilimentum, strewn with debris, whose shape is astonishingly reminiscent of a spider. It is 

widely assumed (although one has to be careful with those interpretations, as the way we see colours and 

patterns might not be the same as what the intended target sees) that this strange device may act as a lure 

to visual predators such as birds, which will attack the shape instead of the much smaller spider hidden 

near it. 

  

  
Left: A spiral-shaped stabilimentum built by a juvenile feather-legged spider (Uloborus plumipes). It’s not the 

typical stabilimentum built by this species, which is generally a pair of straight lines. Right: Trash-line orb 

weavers (genus Cyclosa) build a stabilimentum whose function is quite obvious: with its strange shape and 

pattern, the spider is nearly invisible in the middle of the debris-strewn silken ribbon 
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Left: Garden orb weavers (genus Argiope) like this Argiope trifasciata, often decorate their webs with 

a zigzag-shaped stabilimentum. Right: Cyclosa spp. also hide their egg sacs among the debris covering 

their stabilimentum.  
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T is for TRAPDOOR 

Spiders are famous for their webs, but all Mesothelae, most Mygalomorphae, and some 

Araneomorphae (mainly in arid regions) in the families Sparassidae (huntsman), Lycosidae (wolf 

spiders), Eresidae (velvet spiders), Filistatidae (crevice weavers), Segestriidae (tube-web spiders), and 

Zodariidae (ant-eating spiders), actually live in burrows.  

Because it is the only type of shelter found in all three major spider lineages, including all Mesothelae, 

the burrow is assumed to be the original type of shelter made by spiders, which ancestors of all 

modern spiders lived in.  

Burrows have loads of advantages: the most significant is that, as long as it’s deep enough, it offers a 

controlled environment, where temperature and humidity parameters are much more stable and 

bearable than outside. It also somewhat hides the spider from potential predators. Finally, it’s a great 

spot to lie hidden in ambush, and a place to drag the prey into, restricting its chances of escaping, and 

eat it in peace.  

However, none of these advantages are optimised with an open burrow: the open entrance still lets 

air and moisture in and out, and although it prevents attacks from all angles but one, a predator small 

or skinny enough (like a centipede) can still creep inside and trap the spider in its own shelter.  

The most obvious improvement that makes things significantly safer is, of course, a door. No wonder 

trapdoor burrows are so widespread in spiders: Mesothelae and 14 mygalomorph families are 

collectively known as “trapdoor spiders”, and trapdoors are also known more anecdotally in a few 

other families of mygalomorphs such as Theraphosidae, and in a few “true” spiders such as some 

Sparassidae, Lycosidae, and Eresidae.  

These hinged doors are made of silk, and vary in thickness (depending on the families and species) 

from wafer-thin to almost plug-like. The silk door is generally mixed with dirt and camouflaged with 

sand or plant debris, blending so well with its surroundings that the burrow can be incredibly hard to 

spot. When the spider is hunting, it lies in ambush right under the slightly ajar trapdoor, hidden but 

ready to pounce if anything small enough moves within reach.  

In case what comes near doesn’t feel like prey, it will promptly shut the door, and many species will 

use their own body as a lock, pulling at the door from inside, with all their (surprising for such a little 

animal) strength. Some species even equip their burrows with some crafty defences: false bottoms or 

silk plugs that will make the burrow seem empty when the spider is hiding right underneath, or even 

secondary entrances that will allow an emergency escape in case a predator finds and forces the front 

door.  

Sometimes, these silken doors and burrows can be so well-made they’re actually watertight! A few 

species in the Indo-Pacific genus Idioctis (family Barychelidae) have adapted to life on the seashore, 

and live in watertight trapdoor burrows that get submerged at high tide! 
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Top: The incredibly well-camouflaged trapdoor burrow of a European trapdoor spider (Nemesia sp.). 

Middle left: Some species make very thin and flexible trapdoors. Middle right: On the other end of 

the spectrum, some trapdoors are very thick, sturdy and plug-like. Bottom: Some families of trapdoor 

spiders, such as Migidae (tree trapdoor spiders) have adapted to an arboreal life, building 

camouflaged trapdoor pouches on tree trunks! 
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U is for URTICATING SETAE 

When fleeing isn’t possible and they have to defend themselves, most spiders have fairly limited 

options: bluffing, using their silk, or their venom.  

Bluffing with an intimidating threat posture can avoid a risky fight when it works. Defensive use of silk 

is a surprisingly efficient technique found in some web-building spiders, particularly widows 

(Latrodectus) and false widows (Steatoda), which throw an abundance of sticky silk on the attacker to 

impede its movements. 

Finally, when all else fails, the last option most spiders are left with is a defensive bite; something 

they’ll only do as a very last resort, because venom production is energetically costly, and using it for 

defence instead of hunting is a significant waste of energy; also, to bite, the spider has to get 

dangerously close to the attacker.  

New World tarantulas (family Theraphosidae, subfamilies Theraphosinae and Aviculariinae), on the 

other hand, have another trick up their sleeve, which can deter a vertebrate predator with no waste 

of venom: they present their rump to the potential predator and rub it frantically with their back legs, 

releasing a cloud of urticating setae. 

Urticating setae are a set of specialised, very small abdominal setae (“hair”).  

These urticating setae, which detach easily when the spider kicks them, look like tiny harpoon heads 

under the microscope.  

If the predator is too close, the setae can become embedded in its skin or worse, the lining of the eyes, 

mouth, and respiratory tract. Because of their shape and small size, they’ll cause mechanical irritation 

and are difficult to dislodge. Depending on the tarantula species and hair type (there are different 

types with different shapes), their effect can vary a lot in intensity. On human skin, the most virulent 

types feel like lots of tiny cactus spines that itch horribly, but when they hit the eyes or nostrils, they 

can cause severe irritation. 

Because they have more soft skin exposed, mammals and amphibians are most vulnerable to this 

defensive weapon; it would have to get into the eyes of a bird or reptile to have a significant effect. 

On an arthropod’s exoskeleton, however, it is quite inefficient. 

New World tarantulas use their urticating setae as active as well as passive defence: they mix them 

with the silk lining their retreats, and the outer layer of the egg sacs.  

Because setae aren’t like mammalian hairs (which is why some consider it preferable not to refer to 

them as “hairs”), they don’t grow continuously, but are only renewed when the spider moults. A 

tarantula that has used them a lot can sometimes end up with a “bald butt”; in captivity, this can be a 

sign that the animal is disturbed too often, and should be left alone, or have its enclosure moved to a 

quieter location. 
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Top left: New World tarantulas (family Theraphosidae, subfamilies Theraphosinae and Avicuariinae) 

such as this Tlitocatl albopilosum, are equipped with urticating setae on the abdomen. Top middle: 

There are different types of urticating setae, which are found in different genera (some have more 

than one type), whose effects are more or less intense. Types III and IV are said to be the most 

virulent (source: Kaderka et al., 2019). Top right: Theraphosa spp. (goliath tarantulas) are equipped 

with type III urticating setae, and are said to be among the most virulent (photo: Jérémie Lapèze). 

Bottom left: Tarantulas in the genus Ephebopus are an exception among New World tarantulas, as 

they are equipped with urticating setae on the pedipalps (photo: Jérémie Lapèze). Bottom right: 

Because they do not have urticating setae to defend themselves, Old World tarantulas (from Asia, 

Africa, and Oceania) tend to have a more defensive disposition, and some species have a venom 

much more potent on mammals than New World tarantulas (not this tiger baboon spider, Harpactira 

tigrina). 
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  Spider of the Month 
Here are the spiders of the month for July, August, and September. Members of our Facebook group nominate photos throughout 

the month, and at the beginning of each month, vote in a poll. Click on each winner to read more.  

July 
 

 

   

   
  

    

1 

2 3 

(1) Velvet spider (cf. Dresserus sp.; Eresidae), Cecile Roux. (2) Long-legged dandy jumping spider (Portia schultzi; 

Salticidae), Rion Lerm. (3) Evarcha jumping spider (Evarcha striolata; Salticidae), Robert Wienand. (4) Baryphas 

jumping spider (Baryphas ahenus; Salticidae), Sam Jacobsz. (5) Grass lynx spider (Oxyopes sp.; Oxyopidae), 

Robert Wienand. 

4 5 
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August 
 

 

   

  

(1) Tree trapdoor spider (Moggridgea sp.; Migidae), Bradley Raath. (2) Flower crab spider (Thomisus cf. 

citrinellus; Thomisidae), Cecile Roux. (3) Ground crab spider (Xysticus sp.; Thomisidae), Kyle Thomas. (4) Triangle 

orb-web spider (Ideocaira sp.; Araneidae), Suncana Bradley. (5) Wolf spider (cf. Hogna sp.; Lycosidae) Cecile 

Roux.   

1 

2 3 

4 5 
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September 
 

 

   

  
  

1 

2 3 

4 5 

(1) Dandy jumping spider (Portia schultzi; Salticidae), Johan van der Waals. (2) African mask crab spider (Synema 

imitatrix; Thomisidae) Cecile Roux. (3) Ant-mimic jumping spider (Myrmarachne sp.; Salticidae) Desiré Pelser. 

(4) Hairy field spider (Neoscona sp.; Araneidae) Kyle Thomas. (5) Green grass crab spider (Oxytate sp.; 

Thomisidae) Edward Angus Burns. 
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The wonderful world of spiders 
This section showcases spiders from other parts of the world. Click on the photo to go to the Facebook source.  

  

  

   
   
   

  

1 

(1) Leucauge sarawakensis (Tetragnathidae). Location: Singapore. Photo: Vin Psk. (2) Myrmarachne dishani 

(Salticidae). Location: Sri Lanka. Photo: Pasindu Dilshan. (3) Emertonius exasperans (Salticidae). Location: 

Singapore. Photo: Melvyn Yeo. (4) Jumping spider (Salticidae; genus/species not given). Location: Singapore. 

Photo: Vin Psk. (5) Mantisatta longicauda (Salticidae). Location: Philippines. Photo: Bald Guy With a Camera.  

2 3 

4 5 

https://www.facebook.com/vin.psk.2025/posts/pfbid06MMJqvX6uvwBoJoc6pqqKAvX82tNQjzSgk9YdTmFm1hJXwSMj3pYpRqGUrQfQsG8l
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10238658892196857&set=gm.1802065477009927&idorvanity=154108581805633
https://www.facebook.com/groups/154108581805633/permalink/1854811385068669/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1849866391941530/permalink/3954114421516706/
https://www.facebook.com/baldguywithacamera/posts/pfbid02vqwt8D4giK6pksoP9sgDriBGq36i6DAGyVV5PjW9g8Zcn3hudJLD7s69U4Hp61RUl
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(6) Thelcticopis orichalcea (Sparassidae). Location: Singapore. Photo: Vin Psk. (7) Phidippus putnami (Salticidae). 

Location: USA. Photo: Matthew Lindsey. (8) Encyosaccus sexmaculatus (Araneidae). Location: Ecuador. Photo: 

Caitlin Henderson (She’s Got Legs). (9) Dolophones sp. (Araneidae). Location: Australia. Photo: Craig Loechel. 

(10) Micrathena gracilis (Araneidae). Location: USA. Photo: Rey A. Acevedo.  

6 7 

8 9 

10 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1849866391941530/permalink/3935713453356803/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/154108581805633/permalink/1844083739474767/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=321715856893132&set=a.199039805827405
https://www.facebook.com/groups/australianspidereducation/permalink/4126692377605772/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/660491344082992/permalink/3679439148854848/
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11 

12 13 

(11) Nicolepeira flavifrons (Araneidae). Location: Chile. Photo: Pablo Nuñez Fuentes. (12) Phrynarachne sp. 

(Thomisidae). Location: Not given. Photo: Lai Kok Hoon. (13) cf. Synagelides sp. (Salticidae). Location: 

Philippines. Photo: Bald Guy With a Camera. (14) Maratus nimbus (Salticidae). Location: Australia. Photo: Jürgen 

Otto. (10) Maratus sp. (Salticidae). Location: Australia. Photo: Jürgen Otto.  

14 15 

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=24844826185123524&set=pcb.3984530205141794
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1849866391941530/?multi_permalinks=3995214797406668&hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen
https://www.facebook.com/baldguywithacamera/posts/pfbid0Y7ZsHwZTRU5e88ennakndA1rNNx2sQKrL7qd2Bs763xyFwNYq9CEbYHArNxY71FTl
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4105635819546508&set=a.491208367655956
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=478216807677293&set=a.395206065978368
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On a lighter note 
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Upcoming events 
 

DIARY: October to December 2025  

www.spiderclub.co.za 

Please keep an eye on our Facebook group (https://web.facebook.com/groups/101951926508391/) or on our 

website (https://www.spiderclub.co.za/events/category/events/). Alternatively, register as a member of The 

Spider Club of Southern Africa (https://www.spiderclub.co.za/register/) to receive email notifications about any 
confirmed events. 

 

 

                        SPIDER CLUB 50th BIRTHDAY PARTY (FREE STATE) 

Free State National Botanical Garden 

Bloemfontein 

 

This will be the last of three 50th birthday celebrations. We will have a braai (hotdogs) and drinks (non-

alcoholic), and go search for spiders in the garden and on the hill. The Spider Club will pay for the food, 

drinks, and admission fees. There will also be cake! If you want anything specific, like alcoholic drinks 

or specific food, please bring it yourself. We will limit the number of attendees to 40, so be sure to 

RSVP to info@spiders.co.za or via WhatsApp to Rudi (064 842 8306).  

 

 

Wessel and Cecile will probably hold some events in the Western Cape this spring, but nothing has 

been confirmed yet. Please keep an eye out on our Facebook group or website.  

 

 

   

We charge for attendance at field and certain other events: R100 per adult and R20 per child 11 years and under, cash 

only, with the option of paying R200 PER NUCLEAR FAMILY for annual subscription. Members who paid the 

subscription fee do not have to pay at events. Some venues will also require an entrance fee that must be paid by each 

individual. For field trips we will supply vials, magnifiers, plastic pill bottles, and some other basic collecting equipment, 

but please bring your own if you have as well as any reference books, a picnic lunch, adequate water, a hat, and good 

walking shoes. Book on info@spiderclub.co.za or 067 833 2191 or on our Facebook page. When booking, please give 

us your cell phone number and we will set up a WhatsApp group for the event. 

Join our community on Facebook to meet like-minded people and stay updated on upcoming events 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/101951926508391/ 

Watch this space! 

Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organised, sometimes at quite short notice. We 

will attempt to give you fair warning. 

NOVEMBER 

1 

http://www.spiderclub.co.za/
https://web.facebook.com/groups/101951926508391/
https://www.spiderclub.co.za/events/category/events/
https://www.spiderclub.co.za/register/
mailto:info@spiders.co.za
mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/groups/101951926508391/

