The Spider Club

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible,
social learning experience, centred on spiders,
their relatives, and on nature in general.”
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About the Spider Club

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a-poofit organisation. Our aim is to encourage an interest in all
arachnids and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all suitable means.

Membership is open to anyone. People interested imijay the club may apply to any committee
member for information.

Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops, and exhibits are arranged
from time to time. A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this neesslett

Contact us
WEBSIT Hattp://www.spiderclub.co.za EMAIL ADDRESSo@spiderclub.co.za
nFi"duson: G &da¢KS LIARSNJ / fdzo 27 2 dzi KSN
facebook.| 'V ¢ { 20 { 2dz ¥

Your committee; always available and ready to help:

Rudi Steenkamp (chairmareditor) 064 842 8306 rudolphsteinkampf@gmail.com
Astri Leroy (member / consultant) 073168 7187 astri@spiderclub.co.za

Roulla Janse van Rensburg (social secret 083 300 9609 roulla.jvr@gmail.com

Jarrod Michael Todd (events organiser) 067 833 2191 jarrod.todd37@gmail.com

Caren Neal (treasurer) 083 753 2946 caren@nicholsonsmith.co.za
JéanPierre Schutte (webmaster) 0814451304 jeanpierreschutte@gmail.com
Ruan Booysen (arachnologist) 0780956116 booysenr@ufs.ac.za
Henning Boshofinfjember) 0715567055 boshdfhenning@gmail.com
Desiré Pelser (member) 082 553 0589 des@earthandoceans.co.za
Joanie Beytellnjember) 0824902832  joaniebeytell@gmail.com
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Hom the Hub

s Putting together this newsletter is quite a lot of work, but
often very educational, because ilsudly requires a lot of
reading, and finding out thinggdid not knowbefore. People

are often reluctant to accept new information, but this forms
the basis of the learning process. For example, when a
woman messaged me about her mother having #ergic
NBIOlAz2y (2 | (kB pdex),dimmddat@yS N a
wanted to dismiss it as hogwash, but then | did some reading
and found that it is indeed possiblen some species. In
addition, | also have to stay on top of taxonomic changes,
and decided to create a stfection for it in the Snippets
section.

Of course Astri usually tells me if she reads about any changes, because | often misEwefeafter
resgning as chairperson, she is still very much dedicated to the club and educating people about spiders
(see fage 5). Besides Astri helping me, | also depend on people making suggestions. In the previous
newsletter | asked for people to send me any aradhelated news, observations, reviews, funnies, etc.
Only one person responded and asked if we could include a piece about finding spiders in urban areas
(see mge22). Any other ideas are welcome, but we would prefer if people write something themselves.

While some people inevitably let me down sometimesQ Y f dzO1 & G2 KI @S 1LIS2L3 S
such as Ruan Booysen, who not only helped me organise the secondf@ibein Spider Walk (see

page 30, but also worked hard to finish the very detailed speciesrisime for this issueThese species

lists arevery useful for SANSA (South African National Survey of Araclanidd)elpus determine new
records andspeciesWe were very fortunate to have two other wddhown arachnologists join us on

this spider walk, namely Charles Haddad and Jan Andries Negethli

Another reliable source of content for the newsletter is Jarrod Todd, who always sak@&sing photos

on the spider walkand also compiles the species lists, although the spiders are not identified in a lab
and are usually released after a spidwalk. Obviously none of us who love spiders really want to
preservethem so that they can bproperly identifed, but it is a necessary process in taxonang yes,

also ecology.

¢g2 20KSNJ LIS2LI S L Q@S Cekile Bdudral WedseYPEetoriug whd,Bhlya fevy | N
hours after the last spider walk at Kloovenburg Wine and Olive Haowided text and photos fothe

newsletter (see pge44). Sadlythis spider walk was cut short by ra@ne of the people who attended

this walkwas Colette Stott, who is working on Ansie Dippefa@® K2 SY I yQa y S¢ willAi St R
be on the shelves in August this yearS O y1®i thai hote iwe would also like to congratulate

Ansie on her honorary membership to tHaternational Society of Arachnologyuring the 22nd
International Congress of ArachnolagyUruguay.

Unfortunately, dueto personal reasons, Cecile could not write her usual piece about all her spider trips,
but she will continue as usual in the next issue. She is a true naturalist at heart, and manages to find
some truly amazingpiders. She alsbasby farthe most spider observations on iNaturalist (currently



almost 4000 miles ahead of the second most observationd #2).{ KS I f gl &a &alé&a AdQ
numbers, but it does add fun element to the proces<On that note, | recently uploaded niy000"
observatioE o0dzi L aSNRAR2dzaf & RrRaedadtvelusefts bn iNarSlist TOI$ weldske dzLJ
is truly an amazing resource for amateur naturalshd the more people use it, thieetter it gets
Sometimes, however, they gétings horribly wrong, like identifying a spider as a plant (sagepb3.
Fortunately iNaturalist consists of a very large community of knowledgeable people to give a proper ID.

2SS |NB NUzyyAy3a | € AGGT See agedy, and sobnyvelwdl haveDtd fnd | & (i 2
a2YSOUKAYy3a StasS G2 FAEt GKS AL LIP LQY &adz2NB 'yl &)
observations in our neighbouring country (and my country of birth), Namihvan though she is not on
Facebook, shés a Spider Club member, and often updates us on anything unusual. See, for example,
the stunning pictures on pagd7 and 18&hat Rainer Foelix took of a wrapped prey that she sent to him.

For the first time ever in our more than three yearsdoing the Spider of the Month (SOTM), Wwad a

2L FAGBS O2yaraildAaya 2F 2yfte 2yS FlLYAf& 0adzNLINR A&
stoopedl a a f t8 usé thel @everyone tag, which tags alld@®+ people on the group. This resulted

AY I NBO2NR 71nn LIS2LX S OlFadAay3da GKSANI @g2GSaT dzy T+
spiders. Nothing wrong with that, but | do like more divergitypur top five, including rare and unusual

spiders instead of only the pupmogeyedspidersC2 NIidzy I 6 St & ¢S | faz2 KIg@gS |
section in this newsletter(see @ge 54 where the overlooked but interesting spideiget some
recognition.

Our diary is a little empty this issue. Jarrod has some spider walks lined up, and Frans Pretorius is talking
about a possible spider walk at Boegoeberg Dam in the Northern CapegdhenJune holiday, but
unfortunately nothing is confirmed yet.

After missing our very first Yebo Gogga last year, we will be back this year (17 to 21 May), thanks to our
Gauteng admins and committee members. Astri bdllithere onl7 and 18 Mayand some of our other
members will be there 080 and 21 MayThe Spider Clubdpesto see some of you there!

Anyway, | hope yoenjoy this issue, and please remember to provide feedback on what you ahithk
where we can improve.

Yours truly
Rudi SteenkamfChairman)
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The King of Sting,Justin  Schmidt,
passes away

™

An old photo of our very own Astri Leroy with Justin
{OKYARG Ay [/ KAOIF32 Ay
Astri.

We are sad to hear of the passing of Justin Orvel

Schmidt, who was, among other things, widely
known for crating the Schmidt Pain Indefor

which he shared an Ig Nobel Prize (a parody of

the real Nobel Prize)in Physiology and
Entomology His pain scale ranges from 1 to 4,
where 1 (e.g., anthophorid bee) is described as
al! tyzadi
fAGGES G22 KINRéEZ G2
RSAONAROSR & a4t dz2NB=
walking over flaming charcoal with air&ch nail
Ay @ 2 dzNib egeridenasbin honey bees
(nutrition, chemical communication, physiology,
ecology, and behaviour), but he also studied the
venom of bees, ants, and waspde literally
suffered for his work, and by his count was
stung more than D00 times, often willinglyHe
was a ceauthor of Insect Defenses: Adaptive
Mechanisms and Strategies of Prey and
Predators and the author ofThe Sting of the
Wild, and also authored hundreds of peer
reviewed papersHe also dabbled in arachnids,

amMmdg a

and studied the mating habits of vinegaroons
(Thelyphonida)He passed away on 18 February

2023 fran complicationgelated tot I NJ Ay a2 y Q
Disease. He was 75 years old. Hopefully
someone who knew him will write a detailed
obituary that we can include in a future edition.

Astri still representing the Spider Club

Astri Leroy might have resigned as chairperson
2F (GKS {LIARSNI /fdzoz o0dzi 2

LI SI &l y Gearlobe af 2 @ﬁtyéd&gﬁﬁgupqulé\ &boquﬁi 8z as vl -
" th8 AuB OR 21 sdhly 024! shé avk h faik £ KA ¢
Ay USﬁlQ(P%Iﬁ(% tocfh'gr?‘ Jturﬁo%‘ Iho}{ottlary leér&qu) [ A

their head officein Pretoria, and also took them
out into the garden to look for spidergistri
&l A Rheé présentation was in the swanky
OANDdzZE I NJ 62F NRNR2Y @gKSNB
kid, had a microphone to ask questions. The
children were great and most of thebirought
their parents, so there was quite a crowd and
enormous enthusiasm. The garden is mostly
indigenous woodland so spider hunting worked
a treat. The most exciting for the children was
finding lots of brown button spiders, male and
female, under the broad &ves of some kind of

5



dracaena Even Xysticus and lycosids were
greeted with shrieks of gleg!

Astri will do the same again on 13 May in
Lichtenburglt is clear that SANPARKS has taken
a liking to her Karen, the organiser of the
presentation, saiddThanks so much Astri, the
1ARa KIFIR F olFff FYyR
you enough for the amazing outing. Really and
truly, thanks again for enthusing the kids and
G§KSANI LI NByia

Astri also gave an hotdong talkto the British
Tarantula Society, where she spoke about the
Spider Club and what we das well asthat
GSQNBE (KS aSO2yR
world (after the British Arachnological Society)

She will also help out at Yebo Gogga in May,

manning the SRS NJ / f dzo @a daysia F £ £ 0 FWg *

the week. Thank you, Astri, for all the work you
continue to do for the club and for spiders!

The Spider Club on Radio Rosestad

February, Rudi
Steenkamp, the chairperson of
the Spider Club, was interviewed
100.6 FM on Radio Rosestad by Gerda
Niemann. It was a short interview of 11
minutes, where Rudbriefly talked about how
his love for spiders started, what the Spider
Club is about,and more information on the
Bloemfontein Spider Walk of that coming
weekend. Gerda said that she would like to
have a longer interview some time, as part of
K S NJ aK2g 2y
.t 2SYF2yiSAyéE D
be found herehttps://app-1927.iono.fm/e/128
16347?lang=en&fbclid=IwAR1YBMrQoRJX
UQaluovl2EN_hPdKEYS8yoL PKMoMDu7q_Qf
WuVH3KXw

RADIO On 16

ROSESTA\_D

Ansie made honorary member of ISA

During the latest International Congress of
Arachnology (ICA)Ansie DippenaaSchoeman
was offered an honorary membership to the
International Society of Arachnology (ISA). This
makes ler not only one of a handful (17) of

2t RS 0URIAIRHIREGuE avgiinlblg 1§ geausty

& Ay i & NB alaseny FPunlopys she 5t Jecretagiafof
¢ KS Ay G SINgetBRal §ocigty of frRchnolegy 3(I§A) O v

honorary members, but also the first ever
arachnologist from Africa to become an
K2y 2N} NBE YSYOSNW WIazy ¢
ASONBGEFNRIGEZ adlk dSRY ¢ KS
like, in this way, to recognise your key rote i
the development and encouragement of African

Aarachnolog éiour important status as the first

0 K Sembk A

He b o&? 's&é.é?y’ as ngllg y%L}{ R

co-authorship of extremely useful identification
manuals for African spiders and spiders in

F2NJ { LAR Sﬁlé y éw&&@é éplr'dérgcmt?éongratulate

her and are extremely proud of her. She

thoroughly deserves this.

0 K¢
Ansie Dippenaaf OK2 SY I y Q&  dzLJRI ¢
guide will be available in August this yelihas

GSNE f2y3a gFAGE o
worth it.

The new spider field guide will be on

the shelf:
August 2023

Field Guide to the

SPIDERS

of South Africa

Thoroughly revised and updated, this long-awaited new

ition of Field Guide to the Spiders of South Africa
r guide to South Afri
v

n s| el
field and in homes and gardens, as well as re|

in
presenta
tive species from some of the rarer spider families.

Clear colour oh tographs and/or illustrations support

ach entry.

* Introductory chapter discusses spider morphology,

so-dm life cycle, the functions of silk, as well as spider
ollection techniques.

* Section on venom identifies sp s that pose a dan
ger to humans, unpacks neuroto dcyl otoxic ven-
om, and details the symptoms a dl atment of VDdar
Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman bites.

In memoriam

the

recently circulated the followingregarding
recent deaths in thevorld of arachnology

Gerald Newlands(South Africa,
later Canada), was an expert on
the taxonomy and distribution of
southern African scorpions as

; part of his wider interests in
medlcal entomology. As well as describing
several new scorpion species himself, the
speciesHadogenes newlandsivas named by
Lorenzo Prendini in his honour.
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Manfred Moritz (Germany) was
my predecessor as curator of
arachnids here in the Berlin
Museum. Manfred studied and
worked in Greifswald, before
accepting the curatorship in
Berlin. He mostly worked on
oribatid mites, as well as local German spiders
and harvestmen, as well as writing theachnid
chapter of theLehrbuch der Spezielle Zoologie
He was a very diligent curator who carefully
documented much of the Berlin collection, as
well as ceauthoring several important type
catalogues which remain extremely useful to
this day in managingur material.

Hieronymous DastychGermany. Although he
was more of an acarologist than an
arachnologist, he may have been familiar to
some of you as curator of the arachnid
collections in the HamburgMuseum. Danilo
Harms from Hamburg has asked me to pass on
the following message:

oHieronymous Dastych curated the collections
of arachnids, myriapods and basal arthropods in
Hamburg from 1992 until his retirement in
2012. He also continued working in the
collections as a volunteer after his retirement.
Dastych never focused on arachnids or
myriapods, but was a wetknown tardigrade
expert and published almost 100 research
papers on this order starting from 1969
onwards. Amongst these are some monographs
such asWhe Tardigrada of Polaff1988). He
also authored (or c@authored) 14 papers on
mites. Hieronymous Dastych was Polish, but
lived and died in Hamburg. He was a diligent
curator and kept the collections in very good
order. He also fostered collection growth in the
mite collections and built up one of the largest
tardigrade collections in Europge.

Allergy to spider wels

A member recentlysent me a private message
about her mother seemingly having an allergic
reaction to a hermit spider Nephilingis
cruentatg web. At first | wanted to dismiss her
concerns as unfounded, but then | did some
reading, and found some studies that might
explainan adverse reaction to spider webs.

The first studymentions that a close relative of
N. cruentata namelyNephila antipodianauses

a chemical repellent pyrrolidinone) to
prevent ants from invading theweb. This is
apparently also used by otherlmweb spiders
whose webs are strong enough for ants to walk
on, while ones with flimsier webs do not
bother. A more recent study found that
another close relative,Trichonephila clavipes
uses a neurotoxitike protein on its web, which
acts as a paralytic for prey, and that could also
kill them justby being in contact with the silk.

Apart from these chemicals produced by the
spider, another option might be pollen grains or
fungal gores caught in the web, which might
cause an allergic reactiéh
a2YSOKAYy3 LQ@S
until now.

NEI t @&

Tropical tentweb spiders considered in
agricultural pest control

The cosmopolitan species,
Cyrtophora citrica
(tropical tentweb spider),
is being considered as an
environmentally friendly
pest control method, specifically against the
tomato leafminer Tuta absolaty, which is a
major pest of tomato crops all over the wotld

1 Zhang, S., Koh, T.H., Seah, W.K. YLH., Elgar, M.A.
& Li, D. 2011. A novel property of spider silk:
Chemical defence against ant8roceedings othe
Royal Society B, 2791734):18241830.
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2011.2193

2 Esteves, F.G., Dos Santos Pinto, J.R.A., Ferro, M.,

Sialana, F.J., Smidak, R., Rares, L.C., Nussbaumer, T.,

Rattei, T., Bilban, M., Bacci, M. Jr., Lubec, G. &
Palma, M.S. ZD. Revealing the venomous secrets
2F (KS & Llaumsl NEPiotedm® Redearch
19(8): 30443059.

3 Seetharam, D., Ramakrishna, R.P.H. & Narmada, D.
2017. Aeropalynologicatudy of spider webs from
University College of Science, Saifabad Campus,
Hyderabad, Telangana StatBioinfolet 14(2)113
117.

4 RobertsMcEwen, T.A., Deutsch, E.K., Mowery, M.A.
& Grinsted, L. 2022. Grodjving spiderCyrtophora
citricolaas a potential novel biological control agent
of the tomato pestTuta absolata Insects 14(1)34.
doi: 10.3390/insects14010034

9AUKSNI gl &z
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https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2011.2193

There are, however, mixed opinions on this  Sjlk gene sequences of 446 spider
ALIARSNI aLISOASAE |yR A %peéé%ﬁalo&'éé Sa GKS@QNB
considered an agricultural pest in especially

citrus and coffee plantations in South America.  Spider silk, being the strongest natural material
LQ@ZS KIR LISNB2YI|Ff SELIS Koy 668 many bdnefits, Kanang whick S NS

hundreds of C.citricola inhabied our lemon sustainable, biodegradable, and renewable
tree, and the tree stopped bearing fruit, polymer. Scientistshave recetly measured the

LINBadzYl of @& 0SSOl dza § LJ2 dirdictundl | tiie nislE mech@nicalzt afdyhguitation
pollinate the flowers.The tree, however, was properties of the dragline silk of 446 spider
unharmed.After a massive translocation effort, species, which will help in the future designs of

where more than 100 of them were moved biomaterials.

elsewhere, the tree bore fruit again that season.

C. citricolaare semicommunal, and are often Al-generated salticids
found in groups, where their massive webs
often merge. TKSa S & LIA R&difito R 2
cannibalism, so these groups are highly
successful in catching prey. While the reduction
in the use of chemical pesticides does sound
promising, more research is needed to
determine the effect on beneficial insects that
pollinate crops especially considering their
observed negative impact on other agricultural
sectors such as citrus and coffee production

o = o 5.
Some examples of Aenerated jumping spidersreated

Asian Society of Arachnology(ASA)

website revamped on the Deep Dream Generator engibg David Hill

The ASA recently revamped The recent popularity of artificial intelligence

their website, thanks to their (Al) engines gave David Hill the idea to see what

new webmaster, Nicky Bay, characteristics constitute the archetype of a

whom many will know from jumping spidef. Since some insects and other

his  extraordinary =~ macro prey mmic jumping spiders, and jumping
photos of spiders. According to the ASA  spiders are less likely to prey on something that
LINBAARSYGsE aGaiKS | {! /| 2NIBEO3 Y0 f ISALIS &/ 2 (1 KB NI 3idYSLIA v 3

website will evolve to become a vibrant virtual 1y 26 6KI 0 (KS&aS &aLIARSNA |
marketplace for ideas and information, and an 2 F GKSY§d {2YS 27 GdKS
effervescent classroom to raise the collective  characteristics included the horizontal roof
A0FyRINRA Ay | @hkelwgbsité NI DRYAI pAEE SeSazx + R2NEI
offers valuable resources, such as information See the whole range of salticid archetypes,

on books about spiders, scientific journals and generated by various Al engines, here:
papers, as well as educational material under  https://www.peckhamia.com/peckhamia/PECK
0KS &/t aaNR 2 ¥ople daht I8afhy  gHAMINIRSS. Inhif

how to identify spiders, draw spiders, macro

photography, etc.The new website can be 5 Arakawa, Ket al. 2022. 1000 spider silkomes: Linking
found here: sequences to silk physical propertiesScience

. ; Advances8(4]). DOI: 10.1126/sciadv.abo60
https://www.asianarachnology.com/
B = 6 Hill, D.E. 2023. Archetypes of the jumping spider
(Araneae: Salticidae) as derived by intelligent

machinesPeckhamia288(1)1-30.



https://www.asianarachnology.com/
https://www.peckhamia.com/peckhamia/PECKHAMIA_288.1.pdf
https://www.peckhamia.com/peckhamia/PECKHAMIA_288.1.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.abo6043

Geometric regularity studied in non
orb-weaving spiders

A recent study examined the geometric
elements in the webs of certain neorb-
weaving spiders taletermine how the spiders
create almost perfect geometrical elements.
While this has been studied extensively in-orb
weaving spiders, it has been overlooked in
other web-building spiders, and this study is the
first to examine these geometrical elements in
Leptonetidae and Telemidae. It was previously
suggested that the regularly spaced horizontal
linesof Ochyroceratidae and Psilodercidae were
created in a single sweep whethe spider
spreads the spigots of the spinnerets, but the
study found that these horizontal lines are 10 to
20 times wider than the distance between the
spigots, which contrasts this hypothesis. The
NSEaSINOKSNa |taz2 adalras
viscid dk in the parallel lines of the psilodercid
Althepusand broadened piriform gland spigots
that may be responsible of its producti@rnrhey
TANLIKSNJ adl dS GKI G
webs in 31 spider families, including 20 families
that are not orbweavers and hypothesize that
the two basic aspects of regularity (parallel lines
spaced at regular intervals, and radial lines
spaced at regular angles) probably appeared
YIye GAYSa Ay

TAXONOMIC CHANGES

New genus of Entypesidae in South
Africa

The family Entypesidaecommonly referred to
as tubeburrow or wishboneburrow trapdoor
spiders, is one new genus richer, namékapa
after a recent revisich The family Entypesidae

7 Ramirez, M.J., Wolff, J.0., Jager, P., Pavlek, M.,
PérezGonzalez, A., Magalhaes, I. & Michalk.
2023. Geometric regularity in webs of norb-
weaving spidersEcology andEvolutian, 13(3):39839
https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.9839

8 RiosTamayo, D., Lyle, R. & Sole, C.L. 2023. Ekapa, a
new genus of mygalomorph spiders (Araneae,
Entypesidae) from  South  Africa. African
Invertebrates 64(1)1-12.

itself is quite new, and was only created in
2020, among many other taxonomic changes
to the Mygalomorphae. The genus Ekapa
contains one species, namdicurvipes which
was moved from Hermacha Ekapa is the
isiXhosa name for Cape Town, which is the type
locality.

99 newPseudopodaspecies described

Thehuntsman genu®seudopoddSparassidae),
which was described by Peter Jag2000) was
recently revised, and 99 new species were
described. This revisidhis available as open
access. These spidemn be foundin East,
South, and Southeast Asia, and with a total of
147 species now form the third largest genus of
huntsman spides, after Heteropoda (189
species) an®lios(166 species).

Nl fgBnud &nel L3 A2 d@phhg SHged

species from northern Vietham
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A new salticid genusZ@bkg was recently

0 K S @ degerbddtzyorh nddhda2 Wdindm, 2ohethbidS 3 dzf |

with 12 new species in the genef@hinattus

Eupoa Indopadilla  Synagelides and
Yaginumaella The new genus is named in
K2y 2dzNJ 2F al NB aAOKLI O

arachnologist who is responsible for describing

0KS S@2f dzod SaNicidZpecies EFmRAeMNEE 52 of which

were new to science.

9 Opatova, V., Hamilton, C.A., Hedin, M., De Oca, L.M.,
Kral, J. & Bond, J.E. 2020 Phbglwetic systematics

and evolution of the spider infraorder
Mygalomorphae using genomic scale data.
Systematic Biology, 69(4)671-707.

https://doi.org/10.1093/sysbio/syz064

10 Zhang, H., Zhu, Y., Zhong, Y., Jager, P. & Lieu, J. 2023.
A taxonomic revision of the spider genus
Pseudopoda Jager, 2000 (Araneae: Sparassidae)
from East, South and Souteast AsiMegataxa
9(1)1-304.

1 Wang, C., Li, S. & PhamSD2023. Thirteen species
of jumping spiders from northern Vietnam (Araneae,
Salticidae)ZooKeys1148119-165.



https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.9839
https://doi.org/10.1093/sysbio/syz064

Iran moves from onéDysderasp. to 15

The genusDysdera(Dysderidae) was recently

revised in Iran, and 14 new species were

described? Iran previously had only three
dysderid species, namelyDysdera pocokj

Dysderella transcaspica and Harpactea
parthica In addition, two fossil generdistura

and Segistriitey were also examined, and
Segistriites was transferred to the family
Segestriidae.

New species of giant trapdoor spider
found in Australia

Researchef$ at the
Queensland Museum
of Australia recently
describeda rare new
species of trapdoor
spider in the family
Idiopidae. This big
trapdoor spider is approximately 50 mm in hod
length (excluding the legs), and wammed
Euoplos dignitasThis species is found only in
the Queensland Brigalow Belccording to a
conservation assessment by tHaternational

- ’l b
Euoplos dignitas?hoto: Queensland
Museum

'YA2Y FT2NJ / 2YASNDFOGAZ2Y

List, this spider isnost likely endangeredlhe
genus Euoplosnow contains 25 speciesall
found only in Australia.

% YFYAY | ©X
of the spider genu®ysderd_atreille, 1804 (Araneae,

Dysderidae) in Iran, with fourteen new species and

notes on two fossil generZooKeys114643-86.

13 Rix, M.D., Wilson, J.D. &Oliver, P.M. 2023 A new
species of endangered giant trapdoor spider
(Mygalomorphae: Idiopidae:Euoploy from the
Brigalow Belt of inland Queensland, Australlde
Journal of Arachnology  51(1)27-36,
https://doi.org/10.1636J0AS21-056

a | NH2D231Assuryeyp a @

19 new species of Australian flatties

The genusKaraops (family Selenopidae) is
found only in Australia, and they are now 19
species richer, after aecent revisiof’. This
brings the total ofKaraopsspecies to 54, all
described by Sarah Crews.

2T bl Gdz2NBQa oL! /b0 w
g {1 /FGa
“/ NBgax {®/ ® HnAnHO® . dzi

Descriptions of new species and undescribed sexes

of flattie spiders (Araneae, Selenopidae) from
Australia.ZooKeys1150(12):1-189.
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Book Review

All You Need to Know About Spiders
By Caren Neal

Authors: Wolfgang Nentwig, Jutta Ansorg,
Angelo Bolzern Holger Frick, Ann8arah
Ganske, Ambros Héanggi, Christian Kropf, Anna
Staubli

Al | YO u N eed Price:R420 (ebook)R490 (hardcover)

Pages245

to Kn OW A bo ut ISBN978-3-030-908812
S p i d e rS What an interesting and enjoyable book to read.

This book provides us with so much knowledge
and covers the basics of spiders and their
fascinating little worldlt is nformative and a lot
less tedious to read than some of the other
A LA RSNJ 02 2 This isld€li@itely netBal R
spider identificatond 221 F YR RaSay Qi
lot of species. Ratherit covers the basics of
spider anatomy how spiderssee, hear, smell,
( taste, and fee] how they move how they mate,

how they make silletc.

- @ Springer This book may not appeal to the more
experienced and knowledgeable  spider
enthusiast. The content is more basic and
covers the subjecmatter in the broader sense,

but is perfect for beginners and answers all the
questions we all have when first starting to learn about spiders. In fact, the book covers most, if not all,
the most commonly asked questions on the Facebspkier groups such as how to tell the sex of a
spider andthe basics of their eye arrangements.

Cover photo: Macaroeris nidicolens(Salticidae).
©Michael Schafer

This book also covethe basics of the sac spider bit€Heiracanthiunsp.). Their stance is that the sac
spiders bite shows no signs of necrosis. There is a chaptett apiders in and around our homes, and
how we can attract them to our gardens.

All'in all, I would recommend this book to anyone who is still learning and would like to know more
about our eightlegged friends. My children have definitely beemoying it too. There is so much they
RARY QU 1y26 0STF2NB®
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Observations

Prey records

Here are a few interesting prey records posted on Facebook recently.

Latrodectus geometricusecords

L X

Due to their verystrong silk and strong neurotoxic veno
Latrodectusspp. can also take down larger things than a sn
such as this unfortunate mouse. Caz Johnson took a video
some photos of this mouse struggling to free itself. He d
mention that he used rat pebn, so suspects the mouse m

. Charmaine King posted a video of a brown button sp{tatrodectus

geometricus) with a snailvhich was still aliveShe said:

oA few months ago we filmed this button with her snail dinner. She'd
actually hauled it up from the ground to the ceiling! Was fascinating to
watch. Central Drakensbegg.

Button/widow & LA RSNE 2FGSy €& 4&a3aINRdzyR
silk stuck to the ground under high tension. When a groednelling
prey triggers one of those threads, the tension in the thread is released,
often lifting the prey off the ground.

This is just a seenshot of the video. See the video here:

' https://web.facebook.com/groups/101951926508391/posts/57441880

65618054/

already have been a little weak. The video, however, shows;z";-‘ '

mouse struggling quite a bit.
https://web.facebodk.com/groups/101951926508391/

See the full post het

permalink/5842149522488574

And here is an
L.geometricus that took
down a Cape creeper
scorpion Qpisthacanthus
capensi} photographed by
Lizanne Geldenhuys in
Knysna, and.. geometricus
with a gecko,
photographed by Sue
DatesFuller in Barberton.
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