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The Spider Club News 
Edited by Astri Leroy 

 

  
June to August 2019 – VOLUME 35 No.2 

 
Seen in the gardening section of Builders Warehouse, Strubens Valley above 
the insecticide and herbicide display, so I am a little worried about their 
intended message. 
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Don’t forget to consult the SCSA diary on our website and Facebook page for 
super events coming up soon. If you are a registered SCSA member you will 
receive emails and/or texts advising you of what’s coming up. As usual, 
Norman Larsen will be in attendance at the Cape Union Mart Adventure 
Centre in Cape Town’s Canal Walk every Saturday from 11-12 to demonstrate 
and talk about spiders
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About the Spider Club 
 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest 
in arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these 
animals by all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee 
member for information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged 
from time to time.  A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

Our Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, 

centered on spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.” 

 

Contact Us  

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

 

 

…. At the Spider Club of Southern 
Africa page 

 

Your committee : always available and ready to help  
 
Luisa Bozzonetti  082 445 8000  luisab30@gmail.com 

Miemmie Byrch   082 772 3928  miemmie.byrch@gmail.com 

Jackie Collier   084 311 4849  jacky.collier@vodamail.co.za 
Colleen Damon (membership) 081 565 7646  collhdamon@gmail.com 
Joan Faiola (newsletter)  082 565 6025  joanf@wol.co.za 
Astri Leroy (chairman)  073 168 7187  astri@spiderclub.co.za 
Craig Main   082 323 4670  craig@themains.net 
Margie Main (education) 082 851 6243  margie@themains.net 
JP Schutte (webmaster)  076 926 1121  j-p@cogit.co.za 
Laylaa Suliman   073 911 3683  laylaa.suliman@gmail.com 
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FROM THE HUB      
 
 
 

First of all we must apologise for being so quiet since May.  We didn’t really go into aestivation or 
even hibernation, but life took many of us by the scruffs of our necks and shook us.  That is the way 
things happen when an organisation is run by volunteers who have busy lives, many interests and 
are prone to become overwhelmed.   We are planning more spider walks, mini-surveys and sorting 
sessions and as soon as our diary is finalised we will let you know.   
 

 
Our big news is that we have bought a super new microscope, so a sorting session is 
definitely in the offing.  Oh and this means we need to generate income, so if you are 
willing to pay annual subs, you will find a form attached. 

 
 
In addition we have undertaken to take part in some awesome events; the first one is an Education 

Expo on 26th September (a Thursday) from 12 noon to 3 pm at Dainfern College for learners in 

grades 8 – 11. Other private schools in the area will probably participate, so let’s get the kids excited 

about spiders!   Laylaa Suliman will represent The Spider Club (and arachnids).  If you can help her, 

please contact her direct and remember she will need as many live spiders as possible to show the 

learners, so let’s get cracking! Laylaa’s contact details laylaa.suliman@gmail.com, cell 073 911 3683 

 

The next is The Gauteng Outdoor Expo 2019, in fact it is a three day event but at least it is over a 
weekend.   We will need all hands on deck for this one and again as many live creatures to exhibit as 
possible.  This time it will be at St Stithians College in Bryanston.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:laylaa.suliman@gmail.com
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In January 2020 the 13th AFRAS Colloquium will take place at Klein Kariba near Bela-

Bella, Limpopo from 19 – 23rd January 2020. (AFRAS is the African Arachnological Society)  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

It is a meeting held every three years and is primarily for scientists working on African 
arachnids. The objectives of the colloquium are to promote arachnid (non-acarine) research in 

Africa, to provide a forum for the discussion of results presented as oral presentations and 

posters, to highlight new trends and ultimately, to facilitate cooperation amongst contributors.  If 
you have ever attended one of the colloquia, you will know how wonderful it is to be 
amongst people who don’t think you are nuts to be interested in arachnids.  Networking is 
the name of the game and it is a great way to meet the people who matter in African 
arachnology!   Registration is now open and in fact if you would like to attend you had 
better plan it now as registration closes in November and accommodation at Klein Kariba is 
limited.  If you would like to know the details, please contact Petro Marais at 
maraisp@arc.agric.za or Stefan Foord at Stefan.foord@univen.ac.za  or I can forward the 
registration forms to you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:maraisp@arc.agric.za
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BOOK REVIEW 

 

Scorpions of Southern Africa 
LEEMING, JONATHAN 
ISBN 9781775846529  
Struik Nature: January 2019 
Recommended Price R230.00  
 

Review by Alistair Mathie 
 

 
 
When it was first published in 2003, Leeming’s Scorpions of Southern Africa firmly established itself 
as the go-to guide for people interested in scorpions in South Africa and its environs. The first (and, 
to date, the only) field guide of its kind for the country, it combined a wealth of information with an 
informal and personable style that made it both user friendly and practical. The few criticisms that 
could be levelled at the first edition could be discounted on the grounds of its novelty, with no 
precedents to check against. It was thus with considerable anticipation that I opened up my copy of 
the new edition (easily distinguished from its predecessor by a gorgeous Hadogenes longimanus on 
the cover).  I was keen to see what kind of overhaul this deservedly popular book would be given, 16 
years on. Having read it cover to cover (twice) I must confess to mixed feelings.  
 
First, the Good: There’s more in it! In the chapter Southern African Species, no less than 12 
additional species are included. There are also new, clearer photographs. The Overview of Species is 
cleanly tabled and the preceding chapter on Identification is practical and easy to follow. As in the 
previous edition, the chapter Living With Scorpions offers solid advice together with additional 
descriptions of the different severity levels of envenomation and what steps should be taken in the 
case of being stung. As a dedicated conservationist, Leeming also takes the opportunity to hammer 
home the ecological vulnerability of some scorpions and the importance of only collecting specimens 
responsibly (if at all). This is all good stuff. 
 
Now the Bad: The number of misspelt names is a problem. Both at species level and at family level 
(“Opistacanthus” and “Homuridae” are used throughout the book). The ground breaking 
arachnologist Purcell is twice referred to as Purchell. There are also some identification pointers with 
which I had to disagree. For example, Opistophthalmus capensis does not look at all similar to O. 
pugnax (p74): the light coloured telson of Opisthacanthus leavipes (p44) is not distinctive as it’s seen 
in a number of species, and the pincers of Cheloctonus jonesii are only finely granular, appearing 
more smooth to the eye than roughly textured (p46).  
 
I feel a bit disappointed that this long-awaited new edition seems to have been short-changed by 
lack of attention to proofreading. Somehow I don’t feel this does justice to the author’s tireless work 
and years of study. That said, this is still the definitive field guide to Southern African scorpions. I 
would highly recommend that anyone interested in getting to know our scorpions better adds this 
book to his or her reference library.  
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NO MORE NEPHILA IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Our golden orb weavers have gone through another name change.  This has been in the offing for a 

while but is now official and those spiders we have known for years as being in the genus Nephila 

are now all Trichonephila and according to the paper have exited the family Araneidae.   BUT if you 

check on the World Spider Catalog www.wsc.nmbe.ch they are still in the family Araneidae!   So are 

we back to square one, that is if we know where square one is?  Norman Larsen has been warning us 

for months and months that this was in the offing.   So please note that it is just in southern Africa 

that we have lost the genus Nephila, there are still many Nephila species in other parts of the world. 

We have: Trichonephila fenestrata, Trichonephila inaurata madagascariensis, Trichonephila komaci 

and Trichonephila senegalensis annulata.  I wonder how long it will last this time. 

The long awaited paper, authored by some of arachnology’s most respected scientists that defines the various 

species is: 

Golden Orb weavers Ignore Biological Rules: Phylogenomic and Comparative Analyses Unravel a Complex 

Evolution of Sexual Size Dimorphism 

And the part of the papers that proposes the names reads: 

“…… We propose taxonomic changes based on the criteria of clade age, monophyly and exclusivity, 

classification information content, and diagnosability. Spider families, as currently defined, tend to be 

between 37 million years old and 98 million years old, and Nephilidae is estimated at 133 Ma (97–146), thus 

deserving family status. We, therefore, resurrect the family Nephilidae Simon 1894 that contains Clitaetra 

Simon 1889, the Cretaceous Geratonephila Poinar and Buckley (2012), Herennia Thorell 1877, Indoetra 

Kuntner 2006, new rank, Nephila Leach 1815, Nephilengys L. Koch 1872, Nephilingis Kuntner 2013, 

Palaeonephila Wunderlich 2004 from Tertiary Baltic amber, and Trichonephila Dahl 1911, new rank. We 

propose the new clade Orbipurae to contain Araneidae Clerck 1757, Phonognathidae Simon 1894, new rank, 

and Nephilidae.    …….   

REF: Kuntner, M., Hamilton, C. A., Cheng, R.-C., Gregorič, M., Lupse, N., Lokovsek, T., Lemmon, E. M., Lemmon, 

A. R., Agnarsson, I., Coddington, J. A. & Bond, J. E. (2019). Golden orb weavers ignore biological rules: 

phylogenomic and comparative analyses unravel a complex evolution of sexual size dimorphism. Systematic 

Biology 68(4): 555-572. doi:10.1093/sysbio/syy082 

       

 

 

http://www.wsc.nmbe.ch/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/sysbio/syy082
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Henning Boshoff’s appreciation of the Spider Walk in the Ruimsig Butterfly Reserve on 
26th of May.  We had a really wonderful time at the Spider walk yesterday (that was on 27

th
 

May!) The kids can’t stop talking about it and really look forward to the next trip. We found 

so many critters, 2 x beetles, 3 crab spiders in total, a young baboon spider, 2 scorpions, a 

grass funnel web spider, legions of grasshoppers, a robber fly an olive coloured snake 

slithered into the bushes and the kids even found some bunnies! For me the most exciting find 

was the black button spider.  All had a really an awesome time and appreciate the 

opportunity and the time and effort spent organizing spider walks and other events by 

yourselves with us. Kind regards, Henning 

These photos are not up to Henning’s usual standard as they were taken with a cell phone 
and are simply a record of two of the charismatic arachnids we found that day. The first is a 
sub-adult black button spider Latrodectus renivulvatus and the other a Highveld flat rock 
scorpion Hadogenes gunningi 

                              
These spider walks are a wonderful way of getting to know your local arachnids and other 
spider enthusiasts.   
 
BATH SPIDERS  
By Astri Leroy 

 
Winter on the Highveld can be a bit boring spider-wise, so I planned to put 
out a few pit traps in our patch of grass veld, only to realise that when we 
burn the grass, they will melt, so I didn’t do it.   But that’s OK, like most 
houses we have a built-in pit trap in the form of a bath, although baths are 
a little redundant now in these water-scarce times.  Most of us shower 

most of the time and that means bath cleaning in my home is at best a monthly affair. Lots 
of interesting life can land in the bath during the course of a month, spiders amongst them.  
Maybe you clean it or cause it to be cleaned too often, but nil desperandum, (that means 
moenie worrie nie) there is always the swimming pool; it is also just a giant pitfall trap. 
 
Here’s a list of what I can remember finding in my bath in the last several months: Hersilia 
sp.,  - long spinnered bark spider, Oecobius navus – house ant-eating spider, tiny male 
Platyoides walteri – scorpion spider, Parktown Prawns, dead flies and ants,  a very small 
toad, Copuetta lacustris  - a dark sac spider, Smeringopus natalensis – common daddy long-
legs spiders (lots), tiny black crickets,  Rothus aethiopicus – crowned nursery-web spider, a 
gecko, Uloborus plumipes (but they can rappel out and rain spiders just walk out). 
Maybe I should clean the bath more often.  
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SPIDERS OF AN EASTERN CAPE FOREST 

By Craig Main 

 

The beautiful area around Cintsa is Craig’s happy hunting ground.  His wife tells us he crawls around 
in the undergrowth seeking tiny creatures (including spiders) to photograph.   
 

  
Above: Salticidae -Portia schultzi, dandy jumping 

spider 
Above: Harvestman – Opiliones possibly 

Rhampsinitus sp. 

 
 

 

Above: Copuetta sp. dark sac spider Aove: Salticidae  Rhene sp. Jumping spider 
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Above: Gasteracantha sp., kite spider Above: Salticidae, maybe Baryphas ahenus, 

jumping spider 

  
Above: Nilus sp., fishing spider Above: Maybe Synema sp., African mask crab 

spider  

  
Above: Salticidae, jumping spider Above: Mystaria sp., beetle crab spider 
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Above: Sparassidae,  huntsman spider (I think!) Above: Trochanteriidae possibly Platyoides 

quinquedentatus 

 

 

 

 


