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 The above cartoon is taken from “It’s Our World Too”, William Collins Sons and Company Ltd ©World Wildlife Fund 

1978: ISBN 0004103300. This delightful book of cartoons by famous British cartoonists was published to raise funds and 

awareness for wildlife. (The World Wildlife Fund is now called The World Wide Fund for Nature.) This is the second 

image from this book that we have used for the cover of the newsletter. 
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About the Spider Club 
 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in arachnids – 
especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member for 
information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from time to time.  
A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, centred on spiders, their 

relatives and on nature in general.” 

 

Contact Us 

Your Committee  
 
Secretary  Colleen Damon  081 565 7646     collhdamon@gmail.com  

 
Facebook identifications Niela du Preez   072 304 9358     niela@lantic.net  

And Public Relations 

 

Newsletter Editor  Joan Faiola   082 565 6025    joanf@wol.co.za  

Chairman   Astri Leroy    073 168 7187    astri@spiderclub.co.za 

Webmaster  JP Schutte  076 926 1121    j-p@cogit.co.za 

 
Committee Member Miemmie Byrch  082 772 3928    miemmie.byrch@gmail.com 

 
Committee Member  Ruan Lambrechts          084 584 5566     ruanlambrechts@gmail.com    

 

Committee/PR  Laylaa Suliman             073 911 3683     laylaa.suliman@gmail.com     
  

 

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

 

 

…. At the Spider Club of Southern 
Africa page 
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This issue is quite short, but we make up for that with the quality of the articles we received from our contributors.   
 
We have a new photographer, Andrea Sander of KZN, who is taking photos at a very high standard, despite the fact that 
she only started macro photography a couple of years ago.  I hope that she will become a regular contributor. 
 
Another new contributor is Hrodulf Steinkampf (this is a nom de plume or alter ego!) who writes engagingly about violin 
spiders – I am sure our Californian friend Rick Vetter will enjoy what Hrodulf has to say about these spiders. I do hope 
this is the first of many articles from him. 
 
We also have some notes on South African zodariid spiders from Arnaud Henrard, who works with Rudy Jocqué at the 
Royal Museum for Central Africa in Belgium, with whom he has produced an interesting paper on the zodariid genus 
Cicynethus featured in the article.  Arnaud has visited South Africa and has attended our Colloquium. I have now learned 
that the museum has online data resources of a very high quality, and I am sure I will be using their facilities when doing 
research.  
 
There’s more, but go see for yourself.  As always, the stalwart behind the newsletter is Astri Leroy herself, and without 
her input I cannot produce the quality newsletters that I always aspire to.  
 
 
Yours in spidering 

Joan 
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FROM THE HUB SPRING 2018 

Astri Leroy 

This picture is a detail of part of an amazing quilt commissioned by my husband for my 60th 

birthday.  It was made by a famous quilter Betty van Zyl 

 

Feedback from our Facebook page:  I find it endlessly interesting to see what people out there post on our Facebook page.  

It’s mostly in the form of photos, some awful and some absolutely exquisite posted with a “please identify” request.  There 

are certain spiders that crop up again and again and these are mostly the bigger, more common spiders found in and around 

people’s homes and gardens.   So it gets to be kind of “ho-hum, another rain spider, sac spider, flower crab spider …” and 

so on.  We also find it interesting to see which spiders are seen at certain times of year, or note the rise and fall of populations 

over a stretch of several years.  Just recently we have had a crop of male Gandanameno and I was going to write something 

about them for this newsletter, then in early October a real lulu appeared, a stunning photo of a female African purse web 

spider (Family Atypidae, genus Calommata).   See page 9 in this issue.  So the story of male Gandanameno will have to 

wait till the next Spider Club News. 

We would really appreciate it if you can pay your Annual subscriptions; we need funds to run the Spider Club: On 

1st July we start our new “financial year”.  If you would like to pay your annual subscription, the time to do so is now.   Subs 

are still R120.00 per annum and this huge sum allows you and your immediate family to attend Spider Club events for free.  

Those who don’t pay their annual subscription have to cough up R50 per person per event! So you see, if you intend to 

bring your spouse, offspring or parents to an event or you alone attend three events per year it is well worth paying R120.00.  

An annual subscription renewal form is attached of you can go and renew on our Website www.spiderclub.co.za 

If you live too far from the centre of African spidering (Gauteng Province, South Africa) to attend events and meet the 

members Spider Club steering committee, you might like to know what they look like. So here they are. A good-looking 

bunch, I’d say!  

     
Miemmie Byrch the 

longest serving 
member of the 

Committee 

Colleen Damon 
Membership 

Secretary 

Neila du Preez  
Facebook identifier 

and P R 

Joan Faiola  
Newsletter Editor 

Ruan Lambrechts 
Committee member and 
second longest serving 

member of the 
committee 

   

Astri Leroy 
Chairman by 

default 

Jean-Pierre 
Schutte, Website 
administrator and 
his fiancée Dom 

Laylaa Suliman, 
Committee 

member and PR 

 

http://www.spiderclub.co.za/
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REQUEST FOR MATERIAL 

Will Rawson is an Honours student at Rhodes University looking at a molecular phylogenetics project for pisaurids. Is 
anyone able to assist him with some tissue samples? He's specifically after Afropisaura, Chiasmopes, Euprosthenops, Nilus, 

and Rothus, and he'll arrange the necessary courier transport.  
 
You can contact Will at wrawson@gmail.com if you are able to help. 
 
 

 

SNAKE-EATING KNOPIESPINNEKOP IN CANADA? 

Nico and Esme Coetzee sent a photo of a Black Widow eating a snake to 50/50, who forwarded the query to Astri Leroy.  The photo 

was taken in Vernon, British Columbia, Canada. 

 

 
 

Astri replied as follows: 

First of all, that's a genuine black widow spider Latrodectus mactans, widely distributed in North America and the 
member of the genus Latrodectus that lives farthest north in the New World.  There are 31 species in the genus 
Latrodectus around the world and in most English-speaking countries they are called widow spiders.  We just like to be 
different in South Africa and call ours button spiders (or knopiespinnekoppe).  So you see, common names are quite 
misleading because the spider in your photo looks very like one of our button spiders, but if we took ours to America 
they would be called widow spiders.    
 
For a bit of background:  In South Africa there are 4 species of black button spiders,  
 

• Latrodectus cinctus  - the Eastern black button spider,  

• Latrodectus indistinctus  - the western black button spider,  

• Latrodectus  karooensis  - Karoo black button spider, and  

• Latrodectus renivulvatus, which is the most widespread of our black button spiders.   

 

mailto:wrawson@gmail.com
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None of our black species have the red, double-isosceles marking UNDER the abdomen.   

In addition we have two species of so-called brown button spiders, the very common, cosmopolitan and extremely widespread 

• Latrodectus geometricus, which is found with its spiky silken egg sacs around almost every home in South Africa  

and the less common   

• Latrodectus rhodesiensis from northern South Africa and Zimbabwe, the Zimbabwe brown button spider, which is much 

less common. 

Very dark coloured "brown" button spiders look like American black widow spiders because both "brown" species DO have the 

red/orange marking under the abdomen. 

We have several records of small snakes, lizards and even the odd mouse becoming entangled in the webs of our button spiders, 

both black and brown.  This is nothing to do with their strong neurotoxic venom but everything to do with the strength and elasticity 

of button (widow) spider silk.   Once a small reptile or other small vertebrate gets tangled in that silk and struggles to free itself, it 

becomes more and more ensnared and exhausted.  That's when the spider creeps out and administers a bite which ends the poor 

creature's struggles.  Then the spider has a feast to end all feasts. 

So your spider is the American black widow and not a knopiespinnekop unless they have learnt to speak die taal in Canada. 

Astri 

 

FIELD TRIP TO ALICE GLÖCKNER NATURE RESERVE 
 

By Astri Leroy 
 

On 16th September we visited the Alice Glöckner Provincial Nature Reserve near Heidelberg, Gauteng.   Mid-September 
on the Highveld is rather too early to find many spiders and this year the August winds persisted well into September, 
which has made for even drier conditions than usual for early spring.  Despite the dry and windy conditions, we had a 
really good day in a spectacular small reserve which is dedicated to the conservation and protection of another 
invertebrate, the Heidelberg Copper butterfly.   The buildings are architecturally interesting, earth coloured and sturdy, 
if a little unkempt.  Best of all, the toilets work, are clean and well maintained. 
 
Twelve people attended, although I do have to admit half of them had the surname Leroy.  It was really nice to see Tony 
Lombard from Sasolburg because most of our one-day field events are rather far for him to attend.  Johan and Gail van 
Zyl came from Heidelberg itself and Dirk Keulder is also a southern Gauteng local.   It’s always great to meet new spider 
friends.  
    
After meeting at the main building, we set off up a small kloof and those who were more interested in spiders (Dirk, 
Daniel and me) immediately fell far from behind the others who seemed more interested fin scaling the kloof and 
reaching the top of the hill.    There were no discernable paths and the thick low bush was dry and spiky.  In addition, 
several deep entrances to disused mines made for interesting hiking. I would have liked to investigate these but they 
were fenced, looked deep and unsafe, so we reluctantly passed them by.   
 
As we were in a Provincial reserve without a collecting permit we just looked at, tried to identify and photographed the 
spiders we found, so I do not have a very complete list.  There wasn’t much to see and even webs were scarce.  The dry 
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leaf litter and rock overhangs turned up the few spiders we did find in the kloof. The most numerous small webs were 
those of   the little ant-eating theridiids which I think are either Achaearanea or Parasteatoda with their almost conical 
abdomens and lines of detritus and prey remains in the centre of their three-dimensional webs.  There were small, 
nondescript salticids amongst the dry leaves, a velvet spider escaped us in a rock pile and there were segestriid tubes in 
the cracks of rocks.   I was able to show Dirk an Agelena egg sac to photograph, but the spider that made it was long 
gone.  When we reached the top of the hill and rejoined the rest of our group, there were loose rocks to turn over and 
Johan found a fine Hogna transvaalica in its hollowed out retreat under one of these rocks.  It was probably the most 
spectacular spider of the day followed by my namesake little Astri’s  fine, fat female Thomisus.  Actually the Thomisus 
found Astri, not the other way round.  A super-fast flattie eluded us no matter how we tried to turn its rock.  All in all we 
had a pleasant day in good company at an interesting venue even if the spiders were few and far between.  
 
 

 
 

 
 1,2 & 3.    Hogna transvaalica from above, its face from underneath showing the pattern of white dots on a black background.   
4. Agelena  eggsac hanging under a rock 
 
Photos A Leroy 
 

OUR NEXT FIELD TRIP 27th October, 2018, 8.30 a.m. till whenever.   Faerie Glen Nature Reserve, Pretoria.   PLEASE NOTE 
THIS IS A SATURDAY.  I am sure we will find more spiders there; the first rains may have set in and Pretoria is further 
north and warmer than Heidelberg.  There is a small entrance fee which must be paid by each individual, last I heard it 
was R11 per adult and R6.00 for children between 7 and 12 years, pensioners and younger children free.  This is over 
and above the Spider Club fee.   
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The Holy Grail in Benoni! 

By Astri Leroy 

 

You may have heard us saying that finding a female Calommata is the “holy grail of the South African spider world” and 
might understand how exciting it was when on 3rd August this photo popped up on our Facebook page.  Of course Ian 
Engelbrecht immediately asked where and when the photo was taken and who took it. When he followed the story up 
he discovered that Matt Benic had posted this picture for a friend of his who lives in Rynfield, Benoni.  This friend had 
found it when clearing away some dead wood in his garden.  It was in a tubular silk retreat between two pieces of wood 
with no burrow in evidence.  
 
I have to admit that whoever is holding it cannot be remotely afraid of spiders because those fangs look dramatically 
menacing and the picture was clearly taken on someone’s hand. 
 
Calommata spp. are known as African purse-web spiders and are in the mygalomorph family Atypidae.  The genus was 
revised in 2011 by Fourie et al. The authors validated three new species from the Afrotropical region but they were 
described only from males.    The pity is that folk out there don’t know when they have something really special and 
they released this female after taking the picture, so we will never know for sure which species it was, although from 
distribution records it is probably Calommata transvaalica.  There is an illustration of an atypid burrow on page 379 of 
the Field Guide to the Spiders of South Africa, by Prof Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman.  
 

 

References:   
 

Dippenaar-Schoeman A S, 2014, Field Guide to the Spiders of South Africa, Lapa Publishers, Pretoria 
Fourie R, Haddad CR, Jocqué R (2011) A revision of the purse-web spider genus Calommata Lucas, 1837 (Araneae, Atypidae) in the 
Afrotropical Region. ZooKeys 95: 1–28  
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A violin concerto in Bloemfontein 

By Hrodulf Steinkampf 

Every arachnophile has their spider wish list, which sometimes consists of rare spiders and sometimes common spiders 
that don’t occur in their area. Others simply want to find all of South Africa’s most venomous spiders; which we can dub 
the Big Five. Two of these Big Five are, of course, very common, i.e. the house sac spider (medically significant status 
pending) and the brown button spider, while the other three (six-eyed sand spider, black button spider, and violin 
spider) are a little more difficult to find. 
 
Slightly more than five years ago, I found my very first black button spider while picking carrots in Bloemfontein; a 
rather old Latrodectus renivulvatus female guarding her egg sacs with two legs on each egg sac, and one leg making 
circular movements, as if saying, “Oh no, don’t you dare!”  Of course I didn’t dare, and she was left in peace.  
 

 

My first encounter with South Africa’s most venomous spider 

 
That left me with two spiders to go, and I’ve never counted on finding a Hexophthalma sp. in Bloemfontein, essentially 
leaving me with the elusive violin spider (Loxosceles sp.). Or at least I thought they were elusive, until October last year.  
I have lived in almost every corner of Bloemfontein in my 28 years here (in about 15 houses) and have never seen a 
violin spider. I have also never seen anyone from Bloemfontein post a picture of a violin spider on any of the spider 
groups on Facebook. Looking at the obviously outdated distribution map in my field guide also crushed my hopes of 
ever finding one, since none of them seemed to occur in the Free State.  
 
Then, in October 2017, we moved about 15 km to a plot closer to the city (having lived in the heart of Bloemfontein’s 
rural heartland). Slightly more than a month later, my designated spider spotter (and my better half) called me to look 
at a certain spider that she had gently nudged away from the full kitchen sink to prevent it from falling in. Looking at the 
spider, I thought, wait, this looks like a violin spider, but surely not here in Bloem... I took a photo and the ID was 
confirmed on SCSA.  
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Our very first violin spider 

 

While my girlfriend was not exactly happy to find a violin spider in our house (and for having poked such a notorious 
spider), I was overwhelmed. But surely it was a once-off thing and I would probably not get to see another one soon. 
How wrong I was...  
 
Ever since then violin spiders seemed to crawl out of everywhere, and even when most spiders were hard to find during 
the winter, the violin spiders seemed impervious to the cold. Most of them were found wandering in the hallway, out in 
the open, as if they didn’t get the memo that they’re supposed to be “reclusive”. Only one of them was found inside my 
shoe, but fortunately, in learning to live with spiders, I have made it a habit to shake my shoes out before putting them 
on, so neither I nor the spider was injured. My girlfriend found probably about 95% of them; she has a knack for finding 
strange and rare creatures.  
 
In our previous house, during summer, we found so many romans (Solifugae) that we started to keep count of them on 
our tiny blackboard on which we write our shopping list (which has since lost its frame). Since moving to our new place, 
it is used to keep count of the violin spiders (only the live ones) we find. (My better half has never claimed to be the 
world’s best artist...) 
 

  

                       Solifugae counting board           Violin spider tally  

 

To date, the tally is 35, found in 11 months. While that doesn’t sound like many, that’s more than most people will find 
in a lifetime; not that most people will complain, given the violin spider’s bad reputation. I, on the other hand, find them 
incredibly beautiful and peaceful, and have gotten so used to them that I sometimes relocate them using my bare 
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hands, knowing that they will not bite unless I give them a reason to. It also helps that they’re not very skittish spiders 
(in my experience, anyway), and that they’re not really the running and jumping type. I’m not sure how many of those I 
relocated outside found their way back into our house (since we’re apparently running a spider hotel) but most of them 
were different sizes.  
 
 

 
 

The smallest one we’ve found so far One of the bigger ones, with a leg span of 
about 40 mm 

 
I don’t exactly know what species they are. Ignoring the distribution maps (some of which are rather outdated), they’re 
most likely L. pilosa, or perhaps the most common species in South Africa, L. simillima. Unfortunately I’m no expert on 
identifying species by examining their epigynes (also, I don’t have a microscope), so I’ll have to be content with simply 
Loxosceles sp. for now. 
  
With the exception of our five cats maybe posing a threat to them, these spiders couldn’t have asked for a better home. 
Lots of space, lots of prey, and two humans who respect and admire them. If we knew where they hang out, we would 
probably feed them as well, and if we could distinguish them from one another, they would probably have been given 
names, like Mozart, Vivaldi, Tchaikovsky, or if female, Vanessa Mae or Sarah Chang...  
 
Knowing that we keep “dangerous” spiders in our house has unfortunately resulted in less family visits; and when they 
do visit, they keep looking over their shoulder (and under their chairs). Still, they tell the children not to touch anything 
in our house for fear of getting bitten, so they do have their uses other than ridding us of annoying insects. Now, if we 
can just teach them to look after the house while we’re gone...  
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COMPARISONS OF SOME ELONGATED ZODARIID SPECIMENS RECENTLY SEEN ON THE SPIDER 
CLUB’S FACEBOOK PAGE 
 

By Arnaud Henrard 
Royal Museum for Central Africa, Tervuren, Belgium 
 
Here are some illustrations comparing some spiders recently seen on the Facebook page of The Spider Club of Southern 

Africa. 

1) Cicynethus  

As I said on the Spider Club’s Facebook page, at this stage of knowledge the species shown below left (Fig 1) appears to 

be Cicynethus sp. Compare this to the photograph of Cicynethus by L. Oates, on p. 330 of African Spiders An 

Identification Manual (Fig 2) and those in the Field Guide to South African Spiders p. 374 (Fig 3). Although Fig 3 indicates 

it is genus Thaumastochilus, it is very likely Cicynethus. 

Fig 1 Facebook image by Eugene 
Vorster 

Fig 2 Image of Cicynethus by Les Oates in African 
Spiders P330 

  
  

Fig 3 Google Books image of P 374 Field Guide to South African Spiders 
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Fig 4 - another ‘’good’’ Cicynethus sp posted on Facebook by Bennie Kruger 
 

 
 

More photos of Cicynethus species are available on Digit03 
(http://digit03.africamuseum.be/). 

 

2) Thaumastochilus  

Thaumastochilus is another spider genus in the Zodariidae family. Two species from South Africa have been described 
to date. 

 
Below are photos of specimens seen on Facebook that fit with Thaumastochilus. (Fig 5 and Fig 6).  These photos are 

clearly similar to my photographs of specimens of T. termitomimus from  the RMCA collection. (Fig. 7). 

Photos of specimens of Thaumastochilus martini and T. termitomimus from the RMCA collection are also on Digit03.  

http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_171953 
http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_174690 
http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_215886 
 

Figure 5. Photo by Jo Da Nobrega from 
Mozambique (from Facebook) 

Figure 6. Photo by Astri Leroy (from Facebook) 

 

  
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zodariidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_171953
http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_174690
http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_215886
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=154968978724466&set=p.154968978724466&type=3&theater&ifg=1


 
 

The Spider Club News              SEPTEMBER 2018                        Vol 34/3 
 

 Page 15 

Figure 7. Thaumastochilus termitomimus. Specimen RMCA_ARA_215886 © A. Henrard  

 

 

 

3) Chariobas  

For comparison, photos of Chariobas cylindraceus (Fig 7) can be seen on Digit03. 

http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_137653F 
http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_137653M 
 

Fig 8 Image of Chariobas cylindraceus  Specimen RMCA_ARA_137653 ©Arnaud Henrard 

 

 

 

  

http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_137653F
http://digit03.africamuseum.be/specimen/RMCA_ARA_137653M
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BACKGROUND – Comparative descriptions of the three genera 

Comparison of the genera Cicynethus, Chariobas and Thaumastochilus. (Modified from Jocqué 1991) 
 

Cicynethus Chariobas  Thaumastochilus 

 
  

 
 

Recognized by the elongate 
carapace with rows of hairs on 
circular supports, the strong first 
legs (leg formula 1423) without 
well-developed supination. 
 

Closely set eyes, all less than one 
radius apart and by the shape of 
the abdomen, not overlying the 
carapace and provided with two 
elongate muscle points just 
behind the petiolus. The cymbium 
of the male palp ends in a sharp 
point. 
 

Representatives of this genus 
are unmistakable thanks to their 
extreme elongation. They differ 
with Cicynethus by the diamond-
shaped labium, the strong 
spination of the first legs and leg 
formula 1243. 
 

3 species in southern Africa per 
WSC Sept 2018 

4 species in South Africa per WSC 
Sept 2018 

2 species in South Africa per WSC 
Sept 2018 

 
 

References 
 
Dippenaar-Schoeman A.S., Jocqué R. - African Spiders An Identification Manual –. Biosystematics Division, ARC – Plant 
Protection Research Institute Pretoria 1997 
 
Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman - Field guide to the Spiders of South Africa – LAPA Publishers Pretoria 2014 
 
R. Jocqué - A Generic Revision of the Spider Family Zodariidae (Araneae) –: Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural 
History Number 201 – New York 1991 
 
Jocqué, R.1994.A termite mimicking spider: Thaumastochilus termitomimus n.sp. (Araneae, Zodariidae). j. Aji-. Zool. 108 
: 321-327. 
 

NOTE: A revision of the genus Cicynethus by Rudy Jocqué and Arnaud Henrard has just been published. 
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ANDREA SANDER MACRO PHOTOGRAPHER 
 
In 2016 I picked up a DSLR camera and joined a camera club, rediscovering a passion I had many years ago for photography 
before I got busy with life, family and work. 
 
I started taking images for the set subjects at Camera Club but quickly realized that finances came into play when trying 
to get images of unique landscapes, wildlife etc. I started looking at what was closest to me and discovered a whole new 
world in my garden.  My passion for macro photography soon grew into the only type of photography I wanted to do. 
 
I used to be the one in the family who would scream like a girl at the sight of a spider, but looking at them through my 
lens I became fascinated and wanted to learn more. I joined a couple of groups on Facebook that related to various types 
of arthropods including spiders. My fascination soon grew into admiration and respect for these tiny creatures. I was given 
the field guide on Insects but unfortunately could not afford the one on spiders - so I rely on the experts on the Facebook 
groups to help me identify some of the wonders I find. 
 
I look for Insects and spiders every weekend in my garden and there is a place in Kloof, KZN, Makaranga Garden Lodge, 
that I visit as often as I can. It has the most exquisite gardens and has plants from all over the world.  I have found some 
amazing specimens there.  
 
I have found myself being drawn deeper and deeper into the world of entomology and arachnology, conversing with 
experts on some of my finds, and I have had some of my photographs used by Dr Ian Engelbrecht, Dr Simon van Noort 
and Prof Ansie Dippenaar- Schoeman. The Facebook groups The Spider Club of Southern Africa and S.A Butterflies, Bugs, 
Bees and other small things have played a big part in my education.  
 
I have also received an award for one of my macro images in a PSSA salon, which means mine was the winning image in 
the macro category. This was a great achievement for me on a photographic level as I have only been taking images for 
two years. 
 
I will continue to take photos and learn as much as I can about the fascinating tiny world around us. 
 

 
 
 
Net Casting Spider possibly Deinopis cornigera 
Male (Family Deinopidae) 
 
3 April 2018 
 
Nocturnal hunters that catch their prey with a net 
woven from silk strands. This one was found in a 
bathroom so I had the opportunity to get some shots 
in daylight before releasing him.  
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Wolf Spider Hippasa sp. probably H.  
australis (Family Lycosidae) 
 
7 April 2018 
 
One of my favourite spiders. The eye 
configuration makes their faces look so 
endearing. This one had made a burrow in a 
clump of plants with flowers in my garden. It 
kept coming out to the entrance of the burrow 
allowing me to get some shots. Not always 
easy to get as they hide and are very fast when 
on the ground. 
  

 
 
Rain Spider – Palystes superciliosus 
(Family Sparassidae) 
 
26 March 2018 
 
The spider that normally strikes fear into the 
hearts of most people is actually a gentle giant. 
I found this beauty at the end of a walk 
through Springside nature reserve in Hillcrest, 
KZN. It wasn’t in a hurry to go anywhere and 
the photographic opportunity allowed me to 
depict it as a very relaxed looking spider. 
 

 

 

 
 
Silver Vlei Spider Leucauge festiva 
(Family Tetragnathidae) 
 
25 January 2018 
 
This is typical of how these spiders are found in 
their webs. They are quite common and can be 
found in most gardens. Somewhat difficult to 
photograph as mostly the underside of the 
spider is showing and they are also very 
reflective with the white/silver colours on the 
abdomen. But always beautiful and colourful. 
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Spitting spider – Scytodes sp. (Family 
Scytodidae) 
 
10 December 2017 
 
This was the first and only one I have come 
across so far, resting on a leaf in my favourite 
gardens in Kloof. I was able to get really close 
up so that the beautiful patterns are visible in 
this image. 
 
 

 
 

 

Crab Spider Thomisus daradioides Female 
(Family Thomisidae) 
 
18 March 2018 
 
These spiders are not always easy to spot as 
their camouflage is to change colour to blend 
into their environment. This one had 
obviously just landed on this flower and had 
not yet changed colour so was a little easier to 
spot. Although the plant is an exotic species 
the colours made for a lovely image. 
 

 
 

Bark Spider - Caerostris sexcuspidata 
Male (Family Araneidae) 
 
11 July 2018 
 
Nocturnal Orb weaving spider. This is a male 
that makes his web in my protea bush at 
night. I was surprised at how small he was, not 
more than 6mm in size. After taking this pic he 
moved further in to the bush to spin his web 
the next night. 
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Euprosthenops bayaonianus (Family 
Pisauridae) 
 
7 April 2018 
 
This was a very interesting find for me in 
some low foliage in Drummond. By exercising 
some patience, I managed to get this shot 
that shows the anterior lateral eyes. Only 
two genera have the eyes situated on a 
projection on the carapace.  
 
 

 
 

Female Hyllus argyrotoxus (Family Salticidae) 

15 April 2018 

My absolute favourite subject to photograph.  Jumping spiders are inquisitive and interact with me (or my camera). This 
beauty was guarding its catch while looking at me with those big eyes. 
 

              
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
  

             

    


