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Close up of carapace of Euprosthenops australis. 

This species’ silk is the basis of research into synthesizing 

silk (See page 8 inside) 

(Photo: John Leroy) 
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About the Spider Club 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in arachnids – 
especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member for 
information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from time to time.  
A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, centred on spiders, their 

relatives and on nature in general.” 

 

Contact Us 

Your Committee  
 

Secretary  Colleen Damon  081 565 7646     collhdamon@gmail.com  

 
Facebook identifications Niela du Preez   072 304 9358     niela@lantic.net  

And Public Relations 
 

Newsletter Editor  Joan Faiola   082 565 6025    joanf@wol.co.za  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969       jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Chairman   Astri Leroy    073 168 7187    astri@spiderclub.co.za 

Webmaster  JP Schutte  076 926 1121    jp@spiderclub.co.za 
 

   Miemmie Byrch  082 772 3928    miemmie@spiderclub.co.za  
 

                Ruan Lambrechts           084 584 5566     ruanlambrechts@gmail.com   

  
 

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

 

 

…. At the Spider Club of Southern 
Africa page 
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From the hub 
July 2017 
 

 

You are such stars, getting involved and being so enthusiastic about our events.  It’s good 
to know that when we plan events for the members that you now turn out in numbers. It wasn’t always like this.  But 
please remember to continue to check your Spider Club e-mails, your WhatsApp, SMSs, our Facebook page and look at 
our Website for events that have been planned from now till 2018.  For your entertainment, education and pleasure we 
really do plan ahead for you.   
 
We had some well-attended field trips this summer from December’s “away” event near Lydenburg, and one to the 
Ruimsig Butterfly Reserve on 5th March which was looking marvellous after the good rains in February, another to the 
Henley Vlei Bird Sanctuary in Meyerton and on 23rd April and a special one collecting spiders in the grounds of the 
Agricultural Research Council’s Roodeplat campus.  It was rather late in the season for the latter but after collecting we 
were able to use the facilities and microscopes in the Biosystematics building under the supervision of Robin Lyle and 
Petro Marais and the specimens went directly into the National Collection.  
 
The annual Yebo Gogga took place at Wits on 10 – 14th May, Joan as usual, ran a great stand although this year we had 
rather fewer specimens than usual due to the funny weather this past summer and natural attrition of kept specimens.   
We again had a stand at the LA 4 X 4 show in Pretoria over the weekend of 3rd and 4th June. It’s always a blast and well 
worth attending.   The AGM on Sunday 25th June is done and dusted and although it was poorly attended it went well.  
Alice Aubrey, Jackie Collier, Paul Cowan have stepped down and Miemmie Byrch has returned.  (See the Committee 
members on page 3.)   One of the decisions taken at the AGM was that we should get sew-on badges and caps made; 
another is that Paul van Uytrecht will ask photographers who post such glorious photos on our Facebook page if we can 
use their photos on our Website.  Of course, the spiders in the photos must be identified and identifiable.  
 
By the time you receive this newsletter the SpiderMap blitz will probably be over as it is next Sunday 16th July.   The next 
event after the blitz is the International Rangers’ Day hosted by SANPARKS Honorary Rangers in the grounds of the 
National Botanical Garden in Pretoria. Hope to see you there.  Then on 12th of August you might like to come and test 
your identifying skills when we do a sorting and identification session at my place.  Have a look at our diary attached. If 
you have any more bright ideas for events and/or venues, just let us know and we’ll do what we can to oblige 
 
In the meantime, thanks for being around, thanks for enjoying arachnology and spiders, thanks for posting wonderful 
photos on social media, thanks for identifying (or not) many spiders from photos and thanks to the dedicated and 
enthusiastic committee members who keep the whole thing running.  
 
Notifications and details will be sent out to remind you in good time to attend events.    

 
See you soon, keep in touch and happy spidering 
 
 

Astri 
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We had two expos in the last couple of months: Yebo Gogga at Wits University in May, and the LA 4 x 4 Show in Pretoria 
at the beginning of June.  As usual, our stands at both events were a huge success, even though we were a bit short of 
show spiders. What stood out for me was that we had such sterling assistance from volunteers, some of the usual 
suspects, with a couple of surprises. 
 
At Yebo Gogga in the last couple of years we have had ample assistance during the week, when we are inundated with 
school groups.  This year was no exception.  Laylaa Suliman, who has been an SCSA member for a couple of years, is now 
studying at Wits, and gave freely of her time.  Khmera Dayah, a Yebo student volunteer, saw our stand and begged to be 
allowed to help us, because she loves spiders!  And then Kelly Damon, sister of committee member Colleen, also came 
along on all three weekdays.  All three girls were exceptional, and left me with very little to do!  Khmera has now joined 
the Spider Club. She also turned up on Saturday, which was an immense help, as Astri had had a medical procedure the 
day before and could not attend, and I would have been totally alone without Khmera’s help. Thanks so much, girls! I 
hope to see you at next year’s Yebo! 
 
Then there was the LA 4 x 4 Show.  As usual, Miemmie and Ruan (both committee) helped man the stand on Saturday.  
Where would we be without you two? Thanks yet again.  The vibe at this event is a little different, as the show is all 
about big and hairy SUVs and Double Cabs, and all the things that go with them.  So the people attending are not your 
usual kind of nature lovers. But it is always great fun, and we look forward to it.  On Sunday Astri and I were without 
help, but three boys in their early teens decided to take over and I am sure they converted a lot of people with their “in 
your face” demonstration style! Thank you, Ethan, Migaelle and Rudie.   
 
Yours in spidering 

 
 

Joan 
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BOOK NEWS 

There are a couple of new field guides coming out soon, or just out, of interest if you are travelling to the UK or 
Australia, or if you just like spider books.  
 

 

 
This field guide is due to be published on 1st June 2017, and is already touted 
to become the best and most comprehensive field guide for Australian 
spiders.  It is being offered on Amazon UK at £39.95, with a Kindle edition at 
£27.76 (though I don’t know if we can download Kindle from the UK).  It 
contains more than 1300 photographs, and claims to be the most 
comprehensive guide on Australian spiders.  I will be getting a copy, and will 
review it when I do.  JF 
 
• Paperback: 464 pages 

• Publisher: CSIRO Publishing (1 Jun. 2017) 

• Language: English 

• ISBN-10: 064310707X 

• ISBN-13: 978-0643107076 

 

 

 
Britain is well-represented with field guides and other aids to identification. 
It helps its comprehensiveness that there are only about 660 described 
species in the UK, although this fact does not diminish their immense 
interest.  The go-to guide is Michael Roberts’ guide with his amazing 
drawings of British spiders, but this new guide claims to be more accessible, 
with great photos of about 390 species.  The emphasis is on enabling 
identification to species level in the field with the naked eye or a hand lens, 
and the book supplies descriptions and other details to this end.  Possibly 
the Linyphiidae (which are an important group of British arachnid fauna) 
don’t feature strongly, since they are very small and difficult to identify to 
species level in the field. 
 
The authors are all officers on the council of the British Arachnological 
Society. 
 
Astri Leroy is going to the UK soon, and she has bought this book, so we can 
expect a review from her (after using it in the field!) when she gets back. 
 
• Flexibound: 480 pages 

• Publisher: Princeton University Press - WILDGuides (23 May 

2017) 

• Language: English 

• ISBN-10: 0691165297 

• ISBN-13: 978-0691165295 

• Product Dimensions: 15.5 x 3.3 x 21.3 cm  
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SCIENCE NEWS 
 

NEPHILIDAE ON THE MOVE 
 
Compiled by Joan Faiola 
 

 

 
Things have gone full circle for the colourful Nephilidae.  When Astri Leroy first became 
interested in spiders, Nephilidae did not have family rank, and the nephilids were placed in 
Araneidae – the orb web spiders.  When I became involved many years later, I noted from 
Dippenaar & Jocqué (1997) that Nephilinae was a subfamily of the Tetragnathidae. They were 
then moved to their own family, the Nephilidae, until now. 
 
Photo: ©Joan Faiola – Nephila inaurata (Red-legged Nephila) 

 

Taxonomic moves (courtesy Wikipedia): 
 
1894 Eugène Simon – Nephila and relatives: Nephilinae: Araneidae 
1986 HW Levi – Nephila and Nephilengys moved to Tetragnathidae (based on structure of male palp.) Some cladistic 
studies backed this up. 
2006 Matjaž Kuntner – raised Nephilinae to family Nephilidae 
From 2004 Molecular studies placed nephilids in Araneidae. 
2016 Dimitar Dimitrov et al – moved them back as a subfamily to Araneidae 
The World Spider Catalog does not recognise subfamilies.  All the genera are placed in Araneidae. 
 
To avoid confusion, we at SCSA will refer to them as belonging to the subfamily Nephilinae. Astri will have to update her 
fact sheet yet again! 
 
Cladistics (taken from Wikipedia):  
 

 
Our Nephila spp grouped under remaining Nephila species. Nephilingis cruentata was previously Nephilengys. 

References 
Dimitrov, Dimitar; Benavides, Ligia R.; Araneda, Miquel A.; Giribet, Gonzalo; Griswold, Charles E.; Scharff, Nikolaj & Hormiga, 
Gustavo (2016). "Rounding up the usual suspects: a standard target-gene approach for resolving the interfamilial phylogenetic 
relationships of ecribellate orb-weaving spiders with a new family-rank classification (Araneae, Araneoidea)" 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nephilinae - accessed June 18 2017 
 

http://macroecointern.dk/pdf-reprints/Dimitrov_Cladistics_2016.pdf
http://macroecointern.dk/pdf-reprints/Dimitrov_Cladistics_2016.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nephilinae
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SYNTHESISING SPIDER SILK IS NOW POSSIBLE 
 
A few years ago, researcher Anna Rising and her colleagues Jan Johansson and Marlene Andersson from the Swedish 
University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) in Uppsala and the Karolinska Institutet asked the Spider Club to obtain live 
specimens of the nursery web spider Euprosthenops australis (Pisauridae). We duly complied, and Anna’s team started 
to breed these beautiful spiders in captivity for their research into spider silk. 
 
Spider silk cannot be extracted from spiders in commercially viable quantities, and scientists have been working on the 
problem of producing artificial silk for many years, because of the immense potential of the silk in medical and 
commercial applications. The Uppsala team solved the problem and have now published a report on their success in 
synthesising spider silk, and a paper.   
 
Their report can be found at http://www.slu.se/en/ew-news/2017/1/spinning-spider-silk-is-now-possible/ and the 
paper at https://www.nature.com/nchembio/journal/v13/n3/full/nchembio.2269.html 
 

 

Figure 1. Biomimetic spinning of artificial spider silk. 

a) Highly concentrated spider silk protein solution in a 
syringe is pumped through a pulled glass capillary with a 
tip size of 10-30 micrometre, with the tip submerged into a 
low pH aqueous collection bath. Fibers can be taken up 
from the collection bath (arrow) and rolled up onto frames. 
Photo: Marlene Andersson, Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences/Nature Chemical Biology 

b) Photo of a fiber as it is spun in the low pH aqueous 
collection bath. Photo: Marlene Andersson, Swedish 
University of Agricultural Sciences/Nature Chemical 
Biology 

c) Wet fiber nest in low pH buffer. Photo: Lena Holm, 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences/Nature 
Chemical Biology 

d) As-spun fibers on a frame. Photo: Marlene Andersson, 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences/Nature 
Chemical Biology 

Fiber diameter in (b-c) is approximately 40 micrometre 
and in (d) 15 micrometre. Scale bar in (a) 3 cm, (b) 3 mm, 
and (c-d) 5 mm. 

Photos Courtesy Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) 
 
Reference: 
Biomimetic spinning of artificial spider silk from a chimeric minispidroin 
Marlene Andersson, Qiupin Jia, Ana Abella, Xiau-Yeen Lee, Michael Landreh, Pasi Purhonen, Hans Hebert, Maria Tenje, 
Carol V Robinson, Qing Meng, Gustavo R Plaza, Jan Johansson & Anna Rising 
Nature Chemical Biology 13, 262–264 (2017) doi:10.1038/nchembio.2269 

Received 20 July 2016 Accepted 25 October 2016 Published online 09 January 2017 
 
  

http://www.slu.se/en/ew-news/2017/1/spinning-spider-silk-is-now-possible/
https://www.nature.com/nchembio/journal/v13/n3/full/nchembio.2269.html
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1a.jpg
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1a.jpg
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1a.jpg
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1a.jpg
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1a.jpg
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1b.jpg
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1b.jpg
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1c.jpg
http://www.slu.se/globalassets/nyhet-kalend/2016/rising_2017_figure1d.jpg
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PHOTO GALLERY –  

AUSTRALIAN SPIDERS by TONY EALES 

All photos (including the kangaroo) © Tony Eales 

Introductory notes by Joan Faiola 

I came across the camera work of Tony Eales on the website Why Evolution is True.  Tony hails from Brisbane, 
Queensland, and has taken many photographs of various aspects of the natural world in Australia, and shared some of 
them with the readers of the site.  His photos make you want to book your ticket to Oz without delay!   
 
Tony gave us permission to reproduce his spider photos, so we have lifted them from Why Evolution is True, together 
with his notes.  Thanks also to Jerry Coyne, whose site this is, for putting me in touch with Tony. 
 
If you wish to see more of Tony’s work, go to https://whyevolutionistrue.wordpress.com/ and enter the search term Tony 
Eales. 
 
Australia’s spiders have affinities with our local fauna, but they are just that little bit different!  One of the species 
featured here is sub-social, the fascinating Xysticus bimaculatus, a relative of the various Xysticus spp that occur in 
South Africa.  For some reason, there is evolutionary pressure on certain Australian species to become social or sub-
social, and although we have related species here in South Africa none of those have become social.  Possibly the most 
famous of the Australian social spiders is the enormous social Huntsman, Delena cancerides, which we featured in the 
newsletter a few years back.  Because of its sociability it was ideal for use in the motion picture Arachnophobia.  I intend 
to research the Australian social spiders for a future newsletter article.  

Tony’s photos and notes: 

A few of my favourite spider shots.  

 

 

 

The first is a cute little orb-weaving 
spider Araneus rotundulus. Only a few millimetres 
across, it can roll up into an almost perfect ball. 

 

 

 

https://whyevolutionistrue.wordpress.com/
http://www.brisbaneinsects.com/brisbane_orbweavers/BlackOrbWeaver.htm
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The next, Argiope ocyaloides, is another 

orb weaver. These specialise in weaving 

webs in the deep furrows in the bark of 

eucalyptus trees like the Ironbark. 

 

 

 

Next are a couple of the bizarre Argyrodes species with their weird humped and reflective-skinned 

abdomens.  The first (below left) is probably Argyrodes gracilis. 

                                             

 

(The second one, above, reminds one of Theridula spp from 
Southern Africa – same family.  Ed) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.findaspider.org.au/find/spiders/187.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argyrodes
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Russian Tent Spiders, Cyrtophora hirta, in the morning dew. These small orb-weavers can fill parts of 

coastal scrub and in the morning light it just looks magical. 

 

 

One of the classic Huntsmans. The ones that come inside are well known for freaking out tourists and 

some squeamish locals. They are large and extremely fast spiders prone to sitting stock still and taking off 

at half an eye-blink speed. I’ve never heard of one biting. They’re very peaceful but terrifying. This large 

species, Holconia immanis, is only ever found under peeling bark of large Eucalyptus trees, not indoors. 

When you’re peeling back a piece of bark to see what’s worth photographing and something impossibly 

fast but about the size of a mouse shoots up your sleeve…it’ll be this guy: 

 

  

http://www.findaspider.org.au/find/spiders/102.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holconia_immanis
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This cute little jumping spider, Omoedus orbiculatus, lives on tree trunks eating ants. 

 

 

A muppet headed Variable Lynx Spider, Oxyopes variabilis. As the name suggests, they come in all 

shapes and patterns, but I’ve never seen one with such a comically swollen head before. 

 

  

http://www.findaspider.org.au/find/spiders/436.htm
http://www.arachne.org.au/01_cms/details.asp?ID=2552
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An ant-mimic jumping spider, and its model:   

 

 

Came across an ant mimicking jumping spider. I seriously thought it was an ant until I got the camera 

on it. One of the gurus from the Australian Arachnid Photography page reckons 

it’s Myrmarachne erythrocephala. It’s clearly imitating one of the Polyrachis ants like Polyrachis 

ammon (Right)  

 

 
 

Last, a member of a really interesting family: the thomisids (Crab and Flower Spiders). There are species 

from a few genera which are social to semi-social forming collective snare webs. This is the first and only 

social spider I’ve seen in the wild but I’ll be keeping my eye out for more. Xysticus bimaculatus, the Sub-

social Crab Spider: 

 

 

 

http://www.findaspider.org.au/find/spiders/430.htm
http://www.antwiki.org/wiki/Polyrhachis_ammon
http://www.antwiki.org/wiki/Polyrhachis_ammon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomisidae
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4137311/
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SOLIFUGES -  APPEAL FOR SPECIMENS 

By Tharina Steyn 

This article on Solifuges, taken from a Facebook post, is rather long and only for those who want to contribute, more 
directly, to our knowledge of solifuges, and hence, to their conservation.  
 

 
The great Facebook page SolIfugae Wild contains 
wonderful photos, and, often, records of solifuges. 
Unfortunately, photos alone are of very little taxonomic 
value. Except for a few very characteristic species, it is 
near impossible, given our current knowledge, to link a 
species name to a solifuge based solely on a photo 
(sometimes even difficult to identify the family); and to 
identify females and juveniles to species, except for some 
species belonging to some families (e.g., eremobatids, 
some karschiids – for the latter see paper by Alexander 
Gromov ). A note here: many species are morphologically 
(i.e., general looks) identical except for detail only visible 
under the microscope.  Good locality data, and/or a 
clearly visible flagellum, or sideview of chelicera, in the 
photo, might, in few cases, assist with (usually) tentative 
species identifications from photos. 
 

 
Photo © Frans Pretorius 

 
The taxonomy of solifuges is, for the most part, in a ghastly state (especially Old World groups).  Reasons for this state of 
solifuge knowledge are numerous (and beyond the scope of this post). In order to sort out the taxonomic issues that 
plague solifuges, more SPECIMENS are needed. This is easier said than done, and is why I MAKE A PLEA TO all interested 
parties to catch and preserve specimens they find and photograph.  (With less than a handful (literally) of researchers 
currently working actively on solifuge taxonomy GLOBALLY, it is clear that there is no way researchers alone can collect 
the number of specimens necessary for meaningful study (most solifuges are not always active where and when 
researchers are looking for them!).  
 
Let me stress two points:  
 
1. Without sufficient specimens (i.e., large numbers of specimens from the same area) to evaluate intraspecific variation 
(i.e., evaluating whether observed variation is just normal variation within a given species, or whether it is indicative of a 
different species), it is impossible to delimit species with a high level of certainty, and to cast light on species 
distributions, and hence to evaluate their vulnerability to extinction (especially true for Old World taxa). Without such 
knowledge, solifuges are ignored in conservation efforts.  
 
2. Collecting solifuges for scientific purposes contributes to solifuge conservation. Not the other way round! This sounds 
counter intuitive (and I and fellow taxonomists get a lot of flak for this), but the truth is that solifuges are being killed in 
the vast numbers every day though habitat destruction, bright lights which most likely serve as population sinks, and 
general ignorance. The number of specimens collected for science (and yes, this includes however many solifuges that 
can possibly be collected for science purposes using current collecting means) is comparable to normal loss of solifuges 
to their predators, and with added benefit to the solifuges as a collective! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/alexander.gromov.1
https://www.facebook.com/alexander.gromov.1
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Photo © Nicolette Josling Photo © Martin Harding 

 
COLLECTING AND PRESERVING SOLIFUGES, AND DEPOSITING IN RECOGNIZED, WELL-CURATED SCIENTIFIC COLLECTIONS 
CONTRIBUTES TO SOLIFUGE CONSERVATION: Possibilities for depositing specimens in southern Africa includes the Iziko 
Museum in Cape Town, National Museum in Bloemfontein, the Agricultural Research Council in Pretoria, and the 
National Museum of Namibia.  
 
I know it is not possible for everyone to collect the solifuges they photograph, and not everyone is interested in getting 
involved to this extent with generating solifuge knowledge. That is perfectly fine, and I will continue to marvel at the 
beautiful photos on the FB page. But if you do feel you want to get more involved in contributing to solifuge knowledge 
(and conservation), please get in contact with me, or a natural history museum in the country where you reside. And, 
since colours are nearly always destroyed, or at least altered, in preserved specimens, if there is a photo to go with the 
specimen, so much the better! 
 
(You can contact Tharina at tharinab@gmail.com). 
 

 
Photo © Nicolette Josling 

 
 

 

mailto:tharinab@gmail.com
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A Bark Spider observed      

by Bertus Theron 

First seen on the Spider Club Facebook Page in the Album "Caerostris sp. (bark spider): Mother, egg sac & spiderlings" 
 
 
A bark spider (Caerostris sexcuspidata) was observed in Wonderboom South, Pretoria over the period 2017-02-15 to 
2017-04-08. I checked her on most nights but not every night. To the best of my knowledge she made a new web every 
night. She seemed to have made her web mostly in the early evening (after dark), probably later than 18h30 and earlier 
than 20:00. I saw her making her web from mid-February to end of March. 
 
On a few nights, there was a second smaller spider close by with a smaller web. In retrospect, I now think that that it 
may have been a male bark spider. However, his web was approximately 4 metres above ground, too high to 
conveniently check properly. 
 
On one rainy/stormy night in February I noticed that she hung beneath the branch (on a short silk thread) until late-
night (until later than 22h00) and only made a web later (web was there midnight). I now wonder whether this 
behaviour (just hanging beneath the branch) was perhaps mating behaviour. 
 
On another rainy/stormy night she made a web much earlier despite the weather (wind and rain). 
 

2017-02-15: 
First observation of Bark spider. 
She was already grown. 
 
Photograph with matchbox for scale. 
 

  
  



 
 

The Spider Club News              June  2017                        Vol 33/2 
 

 Page 17 

2017-02-26: 
The next two photos taken of her in her sleeping spot, discovered two or three days earlier.  (She is more cryptic in 
the second photo.) 

  
2017-04-01 (approx) to 2017-04-06 (approx): 
 
She no longer made a web at night, but rather hung below the branch where her sleeping spot was. She hung on a 
short silk string. 
I checked that she was still alive by blowing on her - to which she reacted.  By day she was back in her sleeping spot. 
 
I checked whether there were spiderlings near her (to see whether they are possibly considering her as food).  
I did not see any spiderlings. Keep in mind I did not connect her being possible spiderling food with the fact that   
in retrospect, I now think that this behaviour (just hanging beneath the branch) was mating behaviour, not dying or 
being eaten. 
 
2017-04-07: 
She did not hang below the branch as she did since beginning of April. 
 
2017-04-08, 10:00 to noon 
She was missing from her daytime sleeping spot. 
I discovered the spiderlings and two egg sacs 

 
2017-04-08: 
After noticing on the night before that she was no longer in her usual day-time sleeping place I searched and 
discovered spiderlings and an egg sac. The size of the leaf is approximately 70 mm x 35 mm.  Note the multitude of 
spiderling skins. 
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I removed one of the egg sacs for inspection and 
photographs. I flapped open one end of the egg sac. 
Below left:  Egg sac before opening, Diameter or 
length is approximately 15 mm 
 
 

Remarks about content of egg sac: 
Eggs + two tiny spiderlings + resin-like substance (seemed 
hard) 
The two tiny spiderlings were approx. 1.5 mm or smaller – 
difficult to see because of the photograph's quality (my 
camera cannot take macro photos). 
After taking the photographs, I returned the egg sac to the 
same shrub where it came from, and attached it to the stem 
of a leaf using a piece of yarn. 
 

  
 
 

 

(Note: Araneid females usually die at around the same time as the eggs hatch or before - Ed). 
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Dresserus in the Overberg 

By Alouise, Keir and Cian Lynch 

Thank you for asking for the story behind this amazing sighting, I love having moments like this in the veld, as one does 
not often get the opportunity to observe this behaviour. 
 
We were out for a walk in the Overberg, and as per normal we tend to flip rocks, always careful to not cause too much 
harm to whomever might be living under that rock - never knowing what one might find. 
 
This time it was a rock on top of a rock, and as we pulled off the top rock this little lady's retreat was left on the bottom 
rock. I immediately felt bad about breaking this elaborate retreat, but upon inspection we found that there was actually 
not much attached to the already top rock, except for a few anchor threads.  
 
As the story unfolds: 
 
 

  
Photograph 1: She sat still for about 2 minutes, 
undoubtedly scoping out this intruder that ruined her 
home and is now staring at her... 
 

Photograph 2: Once she started relaxing she carefully 
circled her "retreat", touching every surface within her 
reach. She did not climb onto the "retreat" roof, just 
stretch up to feel the top of it on the outside.  
 

  
Photograph 3: After another few minutes she started 
pulling silk from her spinnerets with her front legs. She 
would pull it out with long movements, anchoring the part 
on her "foot" on the web in front of her every time before 
she went for the next "harvest".  

Photograph 4: Once she had accumulated 4/5 strands of 
silk she would start combing them with her two legs. 
they became soft and "downy" during this process.  
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Photograph 5:  She would then climb into her "retreat" 
and work the silk strands into the roof and wall of the 
"retreat". 
 

Photograph 6: After every placement of silk she would 
start remodelling the retreat. She would move into 
position and then lift herself onto the tips of her "toes", 
extending her legs fully whilst pressing her back into the 
roof of the tunnel, it looked as if she was aiming to 
compact the silk together to form a matted wall again. 
She would move in circles so that she could push her 
"bum" into the side wall of the "retreat" as well. 
 

 

 
Photograph 7: She repeated this process 7 or 8 times. 
We then decided to let her be, and carefully replaced 
the top rock again. Once we had done so I saw that she 
was now anchoring the front entrance to the "retreat" 
onto the top rock.  
 
It was spectacular to see! 
 

 

WEBSITE:     www.bionerds.co.za 

FACEBOOK:   @bionerds.co.za 

INSTAGRAM: @bionerds.co.za 

 

 

 

http://www.bionerds.co.za/
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OUTING TO HENLEY VLEI (2 APRIL 2017) 

By Daniel Gray 

This was my second time joining a spider club outing, and I know very little about spiders except that being bitten by a 
radioactive spider does not give you “superhero power”. 
  
I was surprised again by how humble the club members are and there is none of “my spider is bigger than your spider” 
attitude that normally follows most clubs.  
 

  
Beautiful grassland at the sanctuary. Photo © Daniel Gray Steffi and Jacques with Astri Leroy. Photo © Nina Parry 

 
 
Coming from JHB or PTA the sanctuary is a bit of drive and even harder to find as the sign board is behind bushes. 
“Vliegmeisie” and I headed into the sanctuary ahead of everyone else and met up with the owner who is a really nice 
person who gave us the brief history on the place. On the way into the sanctuary you can pick up little printed 
pamphlets with a list of wild life and plants found in this area, total 143, but nothing on the spiders found there. 
On first impression, there is not much to look at: some reeds, a small dam, open bush and a bird hide out in the middle 
of the open land near the dam.  After 10 minutes of being there you get to see the small things, the little treasures like 
the flowers, insects etc. and when you take in the sounds of the frogs and birds you start to see the attraction of the 
place. 
 
A short while later the rest of the club members arrived with their spider nets.  This group of people is any tennis 
coach’s dream team as they swing the nets through the grass back and forth with perfect form - not too fast and not too 
slow, just perfect - giving a result of “game set match” with every swing spiders basically jump into their nets.   
 
Although there was not a wide range of spiders found, a person can see the enormous potential the sanctuary would 
have in summer. 
 
One of the huge highlights of the day was when a banded garden orb-web spider Argiope trifasciata caught a 
grasshopper in front of us and wrapped it in its web and you realise how fast another insect can become food. I was also 
amazed of the attitude the flies had when they decided to sit on the spider afterwards. We were also shown a Tibellus 
minor (or was it Tibellus hollidayi?) with its eggs and its amazing camouflage. 
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Left: Argiope trifasciata Photo © Nina Parry Right: Well-camouflaged Tibellus sp. Photo © Nina Parry 

  
 

 

 

 
Above Left: Argiope with flies. Above right: Wrapped prey (an Elegant Grasshopper?) Both photos © Daniel Gray 

 
It was a really good day, but the best part of the day for me was the abundance of knowledge and talent that was there. 
The people who study these little creatures are amazing and only eager to share what they have learnt over the years.  I 
feel this little well-maintained sanctuary will have lots to offer future and it would be nice if we could add a list of 
spiders to the wildlife already documented. 
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Discourse on Fabre, Wasps and Spiders – plus strategy and eccentricity 

(Astri: GOT THIS ON AN E-MAIL FROM BRITISH SPIDERS’ GOOGLE GROUP IN NOVEMBER AND BOTH WALTER 
AND JIT ARE HAPPY FOR US TO USE IT.) 

(Joan: we are not mad – there is distinguished precedent for what we do) 

Walter Schuit: 

Some wasps (e.g. Pompilidae) hunt spiders, paralyze them and lay an egg in their abdomen. I´d like to share an 
observation, because I have as yet not seen a description of it in my somewhat limited spider literature. Portugal, 
summer 1970, some 50 kilometers North of Lisbon, in a pine tree forest, no undergrowth. A wasp approaches slowly, it 
looks like it cannot take off, its legs are dragging over the ground. I feel kind of pity for it. Then suddenly a little door 
flips open, a spider rushes out, attacks the wasp! Wrong choice. The wasp counterattacks, but the spider rushes back 
into its hiding and closes the door behind it. Now the wasp knows where the spider is hiding and starts digging it out. I 
cannot see what is happening inside the hole, but it will be the usual thing: sting, paralyze, lay an egg. After the work is 
done the wasp comes out and closes the hole. The wasp is probably specialized on this kind of trapdoor spiders: with its 
feet dragging over the ground it triggers the trip lines which the spider has made radiating from its burrow.  

 
JIT: 
 
Walter, have you read works by J.H. Fabre? Your commentary made me think of his lively descriptions of wasp 
behaviour. Some of his work is on Archive.org - but I don't think he ever encountered trapdoor spiders (Avignon region). 
Something that does resonate as an entomologist is his description of the odd looks and so on he met with when his 
nose was an inch from the ground (text from Insect Life: Souvenirs of a Naturalist): 
 

The little dark red ribbon has not always protected me from the tribulations the entomologist must 

expect when carrying on experiments upon the highway. Since dawn I had been lying in ambush at the 
bottom of a ravine; Sphex occitanica was the object of my early visit. A party of three women 

vintagers passed on their way to work. A glance was cast on the seated figure apparently lost in thought. 
" Good day " was politely offered and politely answered. At sunset the women returned with full baskets. 

The man was still there, seated on the same stone, his eyes fixed on the same spot. My motionless 

figure, my persistent stay in that lonely place, must have struck them greatly. As they passed I saw one 
tap her forehead, and heard her whisper, " A poor innocent, pe'caire ! a poor innocent! " and all three 

made the sign of the cross. 
 

I assume the ribbon referred to is the Legion d'Honneur. 

 

 

Sphex sp. (Wikipedia) 

(Not seeking a spider at this moment) 

(Vintager: a harvester of wine grapes) 
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Harpactira! 

By Astri Leroy 
 
One Harpactira, two Harpactira three Harpactira four, five Harpactira six Harpactira seven Harpactira more ... 
 
An interesting spin-off from the Spider Club’s Facebook page is that we see what spiders are around on any particular 
time of year and at what season.  You might expect the same spiders to show up year after year at the same time but 
they don’t.  Up to a point it happens but there are quite marked fluctuations from one year to the next.  This autumn 
2017 has been the season for male baboon spiders in the genus Harpactira.   Since February people have been posting 
many, many pictures of male baboon spiders, almost all of them being species of Harpactira.  Of course, it is not always 
possible to be sure of identification from photos but in many cases the consensus of opinion of those of us who think we 
know what we are doing, is that they are the males of the common baboon spiders, Harpactira hamiltoni and 
Harpactira gigas. They seem to have been out in force since February in much of the summer rainfall areas of the 
country.   As with many mygalomorphs in our country, males mature, leave the safety of their burrows and go in search 
of females after good rain and we certainly had good rain from midsummer this year. The records started at the end of 
February and continued into May.   I hope this means we will get a big crop of little baboon spiders in the spring!  
 
Some of the entries were from:  
 
Limpopo - Punda Maria and Tzaneen 
N W Province – Hartebeestspoort and Ventersdorp 
Mpumalanga - Nelspruit district, Lydenburg and Ermelo 
KwaZulu Natal - Vryheid, Curry’s Post, Durban and Eshowe 
Free State - Mangaung  
Gauteng – Centurion, Eikenhof, Mogale City, Nigel, Pretoria (2), Randfontein and Walkerville  
N Cape - Danielskuil  
 
Of course, postings on Facebook are pretty random.  Not everyone on our page posts photos, not everyone even takes 
photos and many people don’t follow Facebook, so no doubt there were many, many more of these big handsome 
spiders out there from the second half of summer 2017 to the start of winter. 
 

 


