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Don’t forget to consult the SCSA diary on our website and Facebook page 

for super events coming up soon. If you are a registered SCSA member you 

will receive emails and/or texts advising you of what’s coming up. As 

usual, Norman Larsen will be in attendance at the Cape Union Mart 

Adventure Centre in Cape Town’s Canal Walk every Saturday 11-12 to 

demonstrate and talk about spiders. 
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About the Spider Club 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in arachnids – 
especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member for 
information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from time to time.  
A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, centred on spiders, their 

relatives and on nature in general.” 

 

Contact Us 

Your Committee  
 
Environmental &  Alice Aubrey   083 431 3190      a.aubrey@sanbi.org.za  
ethics advisor          leafmotif@gmail.com   

 
Events    Jacky Collier  084 311 4849    jacky.collier@vodmail.co.za 

 

Membership   Paul Cowan  082 773 5724       paul@spiderclub.co.za 
 

Secretary  Colleen Damon  081 565 7646     collhdamon@gmail.com  
 

Facebook identifications Niela du Preez   072 304 9358     niela@lantic.net  

And Public Relations 
 

Newsletter Editor  Joan Faiola   082 565 6025    joanf@wol.co.za  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969       jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Chairman by default Astri Leroy    073 168 7187    astri@spiderclub.co.za 

Webmaster  JP Schutte  076 926 1121    jp@spiderclub.co.za 

 

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 
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From the hub  
March 2017  
 
 

My muse seemed to have deserted me this evening so I snuck off to the garage to seek out a bottle of red. Found an excellent one 
and maybe my muse got side-tracked trying to count the spiders lurking around the wine rack.  There must be at least 3 dozen common 
daddy long-legs, Smeringopus natalensis, from big fat momma long-legs and their slinky suiters to countless immatures and juveniles, 
and too many feather-legged spiders to even count.  All the fat little females seem to have produced their funny-shaped egg sacs 
which have disgorged hundreds of minute spiderlings.  In addition, the walls are decked with the small local flatties like little dark 
stars, but since I cannot tell one Anyphops from another Anyphops without pickling and dismembering the poor things, I don’t know 
what species we have here. There are a few Achaearanea catching ants and using the ant carcasses to construct roofs for their tiny 
retreats, and a visiting rain spider Palystes superciliosus must have run out of luck, as its remains are tucked in a corner behind the 
braai grid.  Oh, and alongside the rain spider remains were parts of the tail and one pincer of a small scorpion of indeterminate 
provenance.  So there’s life in the old garage yet!  I’d better stop rambling and get on with more serious stuff. 
 
Please check your Spider Club e-mails, your WhatsApp, SMSs and look at our Website for events that have been planned from now 
till July, yes July!  We plan ahead for your arachnological entertainment and education.  Have a look at the amazing field event we had 
in the Sterkspruit Nature Reserve in December and check the list of arachnids.  I really must thank our hosts Malcolm and Jonquil Bain 
and the enthusiastic collectors, stone turners, yard sweepers, burrow diggers, sweep net wielders and generally lovely guys who 
attended. This time no other women attended.  
 
Shirley Armstrong led a spider walk and presentation in the Cullinan Conservancy on 22nd January and it was a huge success.  I’m sorry 
I missed it but I was on my way to the 11th International AFRAS Colloquium at Goudini Spa near Rawsonville in the Western Cape. 
(AFRAS = African Arachnological Society) It is always lovely to be in the company of so many learned people who know so much and 
are so enthusiastic about arachnids. 
 
By the time this newsletter appears we will have had our morning field trip to the Ruimsig Butterfly Reserve on 5th March and it is nice 
that so many members are interested in going.  But there are more events soon, with a night spider walk and presentation at the 
Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden on 25th of this month, a day field trip to the Henley Vlei Bird Sanctuary in Meyerton and on 
23rd April you can join us collecting spiders in the grounds of the Agricultural Research Council’s Roodeplaat campus.   The beauty of 
that is that we will be able to use the facilities and microscopes in the Biosystematics building under the supervision of Sma and Petro 
and make a list of what we find and identify, as well as depositing the specimens directly into the National Collection.  
 
The annual Yebo Gogga event will take place at Wits on 10 – 14th May, we again have a stand at the LA 4 X 4 show in Pretoria over the 
weekend of 3rd and 4th June, our AGM on Sunday 25th June - not yet sure exactly where but you will be fed and feted. A SpiderMap 
blitz which had to be postponed last year is planned for 16th July and we have a stand at the International Rangers’ Day hosted by 
Sanparks Honorary Rangers in the grounds of the National Botanical Garden in Pretoria.  
 
If you have any more bright ideas for the rest of the year, just let us know and we’ll do what we can to oblige. In the meantime, thanks 
for being around, thanks for enjoying arachnology and spiders, thanks for posting wonderful photos on social media, thanks for 
identifying (or not) many spiders from photos and thanks to the dedicated and enthusiastic committee members who keep the whole 
thing running.  
 
Notifications and details will be sent out to remind you in good time to attend all these events.    

 
See you soon, keep in touch and happy spidering 
 

Astri 
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Note from the Editor 

 
 
 
This is my first newsletter since issue 2016/2.  I was probably suffering from “newsletter burnout” after doing every 
newsletter since 2008, so Astri ably filled the gap for the last two issues of last year, allowing me to take a sabbatical.  I 
am now revitalised and ready to go again, so please send in your stories, articles and photos so that we may continue to 
provide you with the best newsletter possible. 
 
The AFRAS Colloquium is an event that occurs every three years.  Astri Leroy attended, and has written a comprehensive 
report.  We have decided to publish her report in a separate, special edition which will be out shortly.  In the meantime, 
we include Jacky Collier’s short report in this issue. 
 

It is always my job to run Yebo Gogga at Wits. (I collect the tee-shirts! 😊)  Last year we had LOADS of help during the 
week, including Col Damon and her brother Jullian, Flora McCallum (sister of Wits staffer Donald McCallum), and some 
very helpful students.  This year we will not have Col, because she has moved to the coast.  I will miss her!  But I am 
keeping my fingers crossed that others will step up.  We are there for three days during the week - we don’t usually 
have a problem with volunteers on the weekend.  So if you can make it on one or more of the weekdays, we will be so 
grateful, and you will be rewarded with a free Yebo Gogga tee-shirt.   
 
 
Yours in spidering 
 
 

Joan 
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CRAB SPIDER (THOMISUS SP.) CONSUMING A BABY GECKO 

Photos and text by Mathew Wood 

I posted these pictures in the Facebook group and Astri asked me to send them for inclusion in the newsletter. I will give 

a short recollection of the discovery below to assist. Once again thanks for recognising this record.  

I was busy weeding one of our vegetable gardens at our home near the Umngazi mouth in the Eastern Cape at about 

15:30 on Saturday 4th Feb when I nearly took this amazing discovery out with a clump of grass. A crab spider had a baby 

lizard in its jaws and was having a feast. The lighting and angle were not ideal for my smartphone camera and so I 

waited for darkness to creep in. 

 

  
 

A few hours later (7pm) I went back and found the spider still busy consuming its prey and with better lighting I was able 

to get some more shots of this spectacle. 
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Disappearing act – Poltys furcifer      

by Bruce Blake 

All spiders are interesting but some really fascinate me, especially those which have evolved cryptic features 

and habits to avoid detection. One such spider is the quite distinctive Poltys furcifer of the Araneidae Family 

(araneid orb-web spiders) and so far only one species has been described in Southern Africa. This one was 

found and photographed in Amanzimtoti. 

Their habits are similar to most other araneid orb-web spiders in that they are nocturnally active, constructing 

finely meshed orb-webs between vegetation at night and removing them just before dawn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left – Profile view of the spider in typical day 

time resting pose showing its abdomen with a 

frontal projection which resembles a leaf stalk. 

Top Right – View shows active spider  

Right – Dorsal rear view of Poltys  
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At dawn they retreat into the vegetation and literally ‘disappear’ in full view by adopting a pose that from 

some view point, resembles a dried-up leaf. Their proportionately large pear shaped abdomen has an irregular 

anterior projection forming a tubercle which resembles a leaf stalk, with its legs pulled up tightly over its 

cephalothorax leaving just its median eyes, which are set on projected eye tubercles peeking through to 

enable her to see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Their cryptic habits make them difficult to find and they do not appear to be a common spider so when I do 

find one I am always delighted.  

 

 

  

Front view of Poltys showing projected 

abdomen with legs drawn up around its 

body with median eyes peeking through 

An actual dried up leaf to show 

how well the spider is able to 

mimic. 
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Pardosa species – a request for help from Tony Russell-Smith 
 
Tony is a friend of the Spider Club who lives in England and has a special interest in the spiders of our region.  He needs 
some Pardosa specimens for his current revision.  He advised: 
 
 
I need help concerning a couple of Pardosa species described by Purcell. Years ago, I spent some time in the South 

African Museum examining all of Purcell's lycosid types. A major problem is that virtually all his material has become 

severely bleached over the years and it is often difficult to make out details of the structures of the palps and epigynes. 

This was particularly the case with Pardosa leipoldti and P. schreineri where it was almost impossible to detect any 

structures. If these species are to be properly revised, I think it will be essential to obtain fresh specimens from the type 

localities -  Clanwilliam for P. leipoldti and De Aar for P. schreineri.  

I was wondering, if there are any Spider Club members who live within reasonable distance of either of these towns, 

whether they might be able to help by collecting Pardosa specimens in their vicinity? I don't think it matters that they 

cannot identify them to species as any small lycosids (Pardosa or otherwise) from these areas would be of interest. If 

you thought there was anyone who might be interested, would it be possible to put an "advertisement" in the 

Newsletter? Needless to say, I would be happy to provide alcohol and tubes to collect into and pay for postage of the 

specimens if anyone was prepared to take on the task. They would also be acknowledged in any publication that 

resulted from the collections. Let me know if you think this might interest any members or whether it is completely 

crazy! 

If anyone finds any small lycosids in Clanwilliam or De Aar, please collect them, and contact Astri Leroy, who will arrange 
for Tony to get the specimens.  Any Pardosa collected anywhere can be reported to Astri, as both these species have 
been found in other locations, such as KZN, Gauteng and Limpopo. 
 

 
 

 

Above: P. schreineri male Above: P. schreineri female Above: epigyne of P. leipoldti 
 

Illustrations from SANSA Atlas 2014. 
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A gentle conspiracy? 

Our weekend at Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (fairly) near Lydenburg in Mpumalanga  
2nd – 4th December 2016 

 
By Astri Leroy 
 
For the life of me I cannot remember how it all started but maybe it was when Malcolm and Jonquil Bain of Sterkspruit 
Nature Reserve registered as members of The Spider Club last year.   It seemed like a heaven-sent opportunity to visit a 
lovely part of the country and in return for free accommodation it was suggested the club supply a spider list.  Because 
Sterkspruit is a provincial nature we had to apply for a collecting permit.  Malcolm organised the permit application and 
guided me through the process.  I am sure the letter of support from Robin Lyle on ARC Letterhead helped and we received 
our collecting permit on 18th October. 
 
Permit “in hand” I threw open an invitation to all registered Spider Club Members.   To my horror 34 people replied, there 
are beds for only 9.  Another limiting factor is the small septic tank which can cope with +- 17 people.  Luckily, when 
pressed during the last week of November only 5 people confirmed their wish to stay over.  Although historically this is 
what happens with The Spider Club folk, I did panic a bit!  The accommodation can be termed rustic, as the Rooikat hut is 
designed as an overnight for hikers, but as the only woman I had a whole dormitory to myself - luxury! 
 
My GPS said that Lydenburg is about 3 ½ hour’s drive from Roodepoort but with a massive road block going through 
Witbank and heavy traffic most of the way it was a lousy drive and took me just under 5 hours.    However, I had two 
heroes, Ruan Lambrechts on the outward journey, who drove in convoy and got lost with me and JP Schutte who did the 
same on the return journey and got lost with me.  What lovely people! I have a sneaking feeling there was a gentle 
conspiracy to look after the old grandma.  Thank you, guys - much appreciated!   
 
The collecting and the weekend were both a huge success.  It is a lovely place with a river running through it, the 
Sterkspruit of course!  Opposite our accommodation and just over the river are cliffs, behind which the land rises to the 
edge of the escarpment.  Most of it is open country but on Saturday afternoon Malcolm loaded us into a bakkie and took 
us to a patch of indigenous forest and a lovely waterfall where we collected some interesting and different spiders. 
 
Those who didn’t get there, eat your hearts out, just check our collection list attached!   We worked for that list, make no 
mistake, and almost ran out of containers for our beasties.   We wasted to no time when we got there, unloaded our stuff 
and got started right away, set up some pitfall traps which in the end were not very successful.  Good old stone turning 
works like a charm and we sampled the low-lying areas, the hillside and the cliffs.  Quick supper and out again to do night 
collecting.  Our delightful hosts Malcom and Jonquil Bain joined in with gusto and on Saturday Paul Swanepoel joined us, 
which, with his vast local knowledge, was a real bonus.   We had a convivial braai on Saturday evening and Ruan made a 
HUGE breakfast to which we all contributed on Sunday morning before starting the always rather tedious but necessary 
process of preliminary identifications of our “catch”. Malcolm and I finished these identifications (this time with a 
microscope) on Christmas eve and everything was deposited in the National Collection in early February.  All done and 
dusted. Now I must apply for a blanket Mpumalanga permit for 2017 onwards and have our identifications confirmed or 
otherwise. 
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Sterkspruit sorting session on Sunday morning  
 

 
Malcolm Bain, JP Schutte, Astri Leroy, Ruan Lambrechts and Joubert Heymans 
 

 

Astri Leroy and Ruan Lambrechts 

Above photos © Jonquil Hamer 
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ARACHNIDS COLLECTED OR SEEN AT STERKSPRUIT N.R.  
    

FAMILY family common name Species Common name 

or Order       

Agelenidae Funnel-web spiders Agelena sp imm? Grass funnel-web spider 

Araneidae Araneid orb-web spiders Neoscona sp ♂ +  ♀ Hairy field spider 

Araneidae Araneid orb-web spiders Cyclosa insulana♀ Garbage line web spider 

Araneidae, 
Gasteracanthinae 

Box kite spiders Isoxya cicatrosa Black and white box kite spider ♀ 

Clubionidae Grass or short-legged sac spiders Clubiona sp Short-legged sac spider 

Corinnidae Dark sac spiders Corinomma sp ? Ant-like dark sac spider 

Corinnidae Dark sac spiders Merenius sp M alberti? Ant-imitating dark sac spider 

Ctenidae Tropical wolf spiders Ctenus sp. C pulchriventris? Spotted tummy ctenid 

Ctenidae Tropical wolf spiders Ctenus sp. Tropical wolf spider 

Deinopidae Net-casting spiders Menneus camellus ♂ Camel-backed net casting spider 

Dictynidae Tiny mesh-web spiders Archaeodictyna sp ♀ ? Tiny mesh-web spider 

Eresidae Velvet spiders Dresserus sp ♂ D colsoni? Ground velvet spider 

Gnaphosidae Flat-bellied ground spiders Zelotes sp Dark flat-bellied ground spider 

Gnaphosidae Flat-bellied ground spiders Camillina sp ♂ Pearly-eyed flat bellied ground spider 

Gnaphosidae Flat-bellied ground spiders Scotophaeus ? Sp Golden ground spiders 

Gnaphosidae Flat-bellied ground spiders Nomisia sp? Yellow-legged  ground spiders 

Gnaphosidae Flat-bellied ground spiders Xerophaeus sp ? ♂ Mouse spiders 

Hersiliidae Long spinnered spiders Tyrotama sp Long-spinnered ground spider 

Idiopidae Spurred trap-door spiders Gorgyrella sp? ♀ spurred trap-door spider 

Linyphiidae Hammock-web spiders ? ♀ Hammock-web spider 

Linyphiidae Hammock-web spiders Microlinyphia? ♂ Hammock-web spider 

Linyphiidae? Hammock-web spiders ?♂ Hammock-web spider 

Lycosidae Wolf spiders Pirata africana 2 x ♀  African water wolf spiders 

Lycosidae Wolf spiders Trabea sp? Trabea wolf spiders 

Lycosidae Wolf spiders Pardosa sp? Slim-legged wolf spiders 

Nemesiidae Tube-web trapdoor spiders Entypesa schoutedeni ♂ 
Schouteden's tube web trap door 
spider 

Oecobiidae Round-headed spiders Oecobius Round-headed spider 

OPILIONES Harvestmen Rhampsinitus sp Forest harvestman 

Oxyopidae Lynx spiders Oxyopes sp Grass lynx spider 

Oxyopidae Lynx spiders 
Oxyopes sp. O 
pallidecoloratus? Pale grass lynx spider 

Palpimanidae Palp-footed spiders Palpimanus ♀ Palp-footed spider 

Palpimanidae Palp-footed spiders Palpimanus sp P armatus? Armed palp-footed spider 

Philodromidae Running spiders Hirriusa sp. Ground running spider 

Philodromidae Running spiders Gephyrota glauca White running spider 

Pholcidae Daddy long-legs spiders 
Smeringopus sp. S 
natalensis? Common daddy long-legs spider 

Pholcidae Daddy long-legs spiders Quamtana sp ♀ & young Tiny spotted daddy-longlegs spider 

Phyxeledidae Hackled mesh-web spiders Vidole ? sp ♂ Hackled mesh-web spider 

Phyxeledidae Hackled mesh-web spiders Themacrys sp ♀ Hackled mesh-web spider 

Phyxeledidae Hackled mesh-web spiders 
Phyxelida sp ♂ P 
makapanensis ? Makapan hackled mesh-web spider FAMILY 
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Phyxeledidae Hackled mesh-web spiders 
Vidole sp ? Phyxelida sp? 
imm Hackled mesh-web spider 

Pisauridae Nursery-web spiders Euprosthenopsis E.vuattouxi? Curvy-lined euprosthenopsis 

Pisauridae Nursery-web spiders Charminus ? Sp ♀ + eggsac Charminus nursery-web spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Icius sp ? ♀  Icius jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Rhene sp.  Rhene jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Cyrba nigrimana Black-hand red jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Evarcha prosimilis?juv Common evarcha 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Natta sp. N horizontalis? Red-spot natta jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Rhene sp. ♀ Rhene jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Hyllus sp? Large jumping spiders 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Icius sp ? Icius jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Langonella sp? ♀ Langonella jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Icius sp? I insolidus? Icius jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Thyenula sp Thyenula jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Evarcha sp Evarcha jumping spider 

Salticidae Jumping spiders Natta sp Natta jumping spider 

Scytodidae Spitting spiders Scytodes sp Spitting spider 

Scytodidae Spitting spiders Scytodes sp S elizabethi? Elizabeth's spitting spider 

Scytodidae Spitting spiders Scytodes sp. Spitting spider 

Selenopidae Flattie or wall spiders Anyphops sp ♀ Flattie 

Sicariidae Violin spiders Loxosceles sp Violin spider 

Tetragnathidae Water orb-web spiders Tetragnatha sp? ♂ & ♀ Long-jawed water orb-web spider 

Tetragnathidae Water orb-web spiders Meta meruensis ♀ Tanzanian water orb-web spider 

Tetragnathidae Water orb-web spiders 
Leucauge maybe L decorata 
juv Decorated vlei spider 

Theridiidae Comb-footed or cobweb spiders Euryopis sp Ant-eating theridiid 

Theridiidae Comb-footed or cobweb spiders Theridion purcelli ♀ False house button spider 

Theridiidae Comb-footed or cobweb spiders Achaearanea sp. Ant-eating cobweb spiders 

Theridiidae Comb-footed or cobweb spiders Steatoda sp False button spider 

Theridiidae Comb-footed or cobweb spiders ? ♂  ♀ Hammock-web spider 

Theridiidae Comb-footed or cobweb spiders Theridion sp? ♀ False button spider 

Theridiidae Comb-footed or cobweb spiders Tidarren sp imm Long-legged theridiid 

Theridiosomatidae? Ray spiders ? Ray spiders 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Synema sp. S nigrotibiale? ♂ Black tibia African mask crab spider 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Parabomis sp. Parabomis crab spider 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Pherecydes sp Pherecydes crab spiders 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Xysticus sp Ground crab spider 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Synema ♂  African mask crab spider 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Synema sp S imitator? African mask crab spider 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Thomisus granulatus ♂ Grainy flower crab spider 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Thomisus daradiodes imm Two spotted flower crab spider 

Thomisidae Crab spiders Synema sp S nigrotibiale? ♀ Black tibia African mask crab spider 

Trachelidae Trachelid dark sac spiders Afroceto sp. A coenosa? Dark sac spider 

Trochanteriidae Scorpion spiders Platyoides sp Scorpion spider 

Uloboridae Hackled orb-web spiders Uloborus plumipes Feather-legged spider 

Zodariidae Ant-eating zodariids Diores sp? Ant-eating zodariid 
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Seen but not collected: 

Pisauridae Nursery web spiders Euprosthnops australis   

Theraphosidae Baboon spiders Harpactira gigas   

Theridiidae Comb-footed on cobweb spiders Latrodectus geometricus   

Theridiidae Comb-footed on cobweb spiders Latrodectus sp. L renivulvatus   

Segestriidae Tube-web spiders Ariadna sp   

SCORPIONS   Cheloctonus intermedius   

    Uroplectes triangulifer   

    

  

  

 

 

Sterkspruit spiders: 
 
Top left: Isoxya cicatrosa (Araneidae: Gasteracanthinae) 
 
Top right: Ctenus sp. Possibly C. pulchriventris (Ctenidae) 
 
 
Centre left: Rhene sp. (Salticidae) 
 
Centre right: Entypesa schoutedeni (Nemesiidae) 
 
Bottom left: possibly Gorgyrella sp. (Idiopidae) 
 
Sterkspruit spider photos © Astri Leroy 
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SPIDER OUTING IN THE CULLINAN CONSERVANCY 

By Shirley Armstrong 

 

 
 
 
On 21 January 2017 I met the members of the Cullinan 
Conservancy at Casa-Lee Lodge on the east of Pretoria.  We 
were a mixed bunch of young and older, enthusiastic, keen, 
cautious, curious and those with mixed feelings too. 
 
The day had been organised by Joan du Toit of the 
conservancy.  Many thanks to her for the slick organisation, 
wonderful venue and packed lunches. 
 
We started things off at 9 am in the hall.  The PowerPoint 
presentation led to sharing of experiences and it was soon 
evident that many people in the hall shared my enthusiasm 
for our eight-legged friends and I realised I was truly in good 
company. 

 

 
Soon after 10 am we were spread around the 
grounds of the lodge hunting and collecting.  
Interesting insects and plants also vied for attention 
and the enthusiasm of some of the youngsters 
soared.  The children’s eyes are keen and they 
brought me tiny specimens that I would have 
struggled to spot.  The hunt extended to the walls 
and windowsills of the building as people soon 
became aware of all the nooks and crannies favoured 
by spiders. 
 
After an hour and a half, hot and tired, I decide to 
turn over three last rocks.  I had not been particularly 
successful in my hunt, but had enjoyed everything 
that was brought to me.  Under the last rock I turned, 
I was met with a sight that left me on a high for days. 
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As I continued to watch, the mother baboon spider began to 
emerge to investigate what had happened to her protective 
rock and see to her spiderlings.  Their abdomens were 
glistening white. 
 
As Estelle and I watched she emerged. 
 
Quickly a crowd formed and the vibrations of all the feet and 
the mass of human bodies pushing ever closer became 
threatening to her and her babies’ safety so we closed it all 
up and went back inside for lunch and further discussions. 
 
I had not conducted a spider talk and walk for about six years 
and had been fairly apprehensive beforehand.  However, the 
people, the setting and environment and the reminder that 
when like-minded people come together, there can only be 
success and enjoyment, made me realise that my fears had 
been more than unwarranted. 
 

When everyone had left, I returned to the rock.  As I sat and watched, the spider partially emerged to begin fixing the 
disturbance to her burrow.  Soon ants realised she and her babies were unprotected and once I saw the threat they 
posed, I returned the rock.  In the interim I lapped up a sight I had never been privileged to have before and took and 
number of photos to preserve the moment …… although those few minutes will always be deeply imprinted in my 
memory. 
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THE 12TH COLLOQUIUM – JANUARY 2017 

By Jacky Collier 

Photos © Jacky Collier 

 

The 12th Colloquium of the South African  Arachnological Society ( AFRAS), was jointly hosted and represented by the 

ARC –Plant Protection Research Institute in Pretoria( Ansie Dippenaar, Robin Lyle, and Petro Marais), The University of 

Free State in Bloemfontein ( Charles Haddad), and the Iziko Museum ( Norman Larsen). This was held at the ATKV 

Goudini Resort near Worcester in the Western Cape, South Africa, from the 22nd January-25th.  

On our arrival, we met up with some friends and members from the Spider Club before heading off to the Conference in 

Goudini. 

The conference is held triennially and aimed at promoting research on the African Arachnida, including spiders, 

scorpions, pseudoscorpions, and solifuges. The first part of the conference dealt with the South African National Survey 

of Arachnids (SANSA). This included a range of topics including Biology, behaviour, taxonomy and biogeography 

presented by various arachnologists and entomologists. The second part dealt with medically significant arachnids, 

presented by Dr Gerbus Muller from the Tygerberg poison centre. This also included poster presentation and 

discussions. Astri Leroy will be reporting on the presentations in a special edition of the newsletter. 

After the final session had been concluded on the third day, the afternoon provided the opportunity to either sample 

some arachnids within the Fynbos Biome of the beautiful Cape Floristic Kingdom, or to relax and enjoy the facilities of 

the resort, go sightseeing or wine tasting. We travelled to an area in Worcester called Klipbokkop Nature Reserve to do 

some collecting. In the wake of the recently devastating fires that had passed through the area, we unfortunately didn’t 

manage to find many spiders, but did find a really nice pseudoscorpion.  

Evening events included a Russian Party  hosted by Yura Marusik, following which is a standard event on the 

International Congress of Arachnology circuit, and a photo competition, where any photos of arachnids could be 

entered. 
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Above from left: Stefan Foord, Tharina Bird, Ansie 
Dippenaar-Schoeman and Rudy Jocqué 

Above from Left: Charles Haddad, Norman Larsen, Astri 
Leroy and Yura Marusik 

 

On the last day of the conference before heading off, Astri and I stopped off at a small town called Kommetjie near Cape 

Town, halfway down the west coast of the Cape Peninsula. We did manage to find some intertidal spiders, one of which 

is Desis formidabilis belonging to the family Desidae, mostly found along the rocky shorelines. We also managed to find 

the beautiful intertidal spider Amaurobioides africana – African sea shore spider in the family Anyphaenidae. They 

represent something of a biological anomaly amongst spiders as they are only associated with intertidal zones, so this 

was a nice find. 

The conference was an informative and worthwhile experience, there was a large turnout, and the diverse and dynamic 

group of speakers provided in-depth insight. It is fair to conclude that the conference was a great success! So many 

people had contributed in so many ways to turn the event into a smoothly running meeting with many very interesting 

presentations and posters and a very good atmosphere for discussion and networking. 

 

 


