
Spider Club News  Vol32.3 October 2016 
 

The Spider Club News                 October 2016 Issue                      Vol 32/3 Page 1 
 

The Spider Club News 

 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 2016 – Vol.32 #3 

 
 
Cape Town spider folk: Jacky was in Cape Town earlier this year and got this group together at 
Butterfly World.  They are from left to right:  Norman Larsen, Bess Richfield, Jon Richfield, Cathy 
Jenkins, Colin Budworth, John Read, Alice Möller, Juanita Villas Marchant, Jacky Collier and Gideon 
van Zyl.   The photo must have been taken by Esther van der Westhuizen of Butterfly World because 
she isn’t in the picture! 
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Remember to check “Events” on the website www.spiderclub.co.za and watch our Facebook page 

for super events coming up soon.   If you are a registered Spider Club member you will receive e-mail 

and/or text reminders.   As usual Norman Larsen will be at Cape Union Mart in Cape Town’s Canal 

Walk every Saturday 11 – 12 to demonstrate and talk about spiders.   

 
 

http://www.spiderclub.co.za/
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About the Spider Club 
 
 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organization. Our aim is to encourage an interest 
in arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions – and to promote this interest and the study of 
these animals by all suitable means 
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee 
member for information. Field outings, day visits, arachnid survey sand demonstrations, workshop 
and exhibits are arranged from time to time.    

 

Our mission statement 
The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible learning experience, centred on spiders, their relatives 
and on nature in general.” 

Contact us 
Email address:  info@spiderclub.co.za  

Website:   http://www.spiderclub.co.za  
 

 
… on The Spider Club of Southern Africa page 

 
Your Committee 

Environmental &   Alice Aubrey 083 431 3190  a.aubrey@sanbi.org.za 
Ethics advisor      and   leafmotif@gmail.com 
Events    Jacky Collier 084 311 4849 jacky.collier@vodamail.co.za 
Membership   Paul Cowan 082 773 5724 paul@spiderclub.co.za 
Secretary   Colleen Damon 081 565 7646 collhdamon@gmail.com 
Facebook identifications Niela du Preez 072 304 9358 niela@lantic.net  
And public relations 
Newsletter editor  Joan Faiola 082 565 6025 joan@spiderclub.co.za 
Treasurer   Jaco le Roux 083 258 8969 jaco@spiderclub.co.za 
Chairman by default  Astri Leroy 073 168 7187 astri@spiderclub.co.za 
Webmaster   J-P Schutte 076 926 1121  jp@spiderclub.co.za  

 

 

 

 

               Find us on  

            Facebook f 
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From the hub – what a tangled web -  

With apologies to Sir Walter Scott (we have no intention of    
deceiving) 

 
Why is there a photo of PEOPLE on the front of this newsletter?  Well the idea is to spread our web 
over the whole country so in March Jacky took the initiative and arranged to meet spider folk based 
in and around Cape Town.  It will be lovely to have a hub in the Mother City and I’m sure Norman 
Larsen will take this up when his leg is better.     Poor Norman tore his Achilles tendon shortly after 
the meeting. I think the northerners ought to challenge the southerners to keep up the momentum.      
If you check events on the website or took note of our Diary sent out earlier this month, you will see 
that we will be visiting Mpumalanga twice this summer when we will do our best to entangle even 
more people.  It always seems a pity to me that most of our members are in the cities and most of 
the spiders are out there in the countryside!     
 
John and I visited northern KwaZulu Natal in August and as we travelled we saw first-hand the 
devastation caused by this ongoing drought all across the country.   Whilst in KZN we visited Ryan 
and Jana Tippett.  It was lovely to meet such an enthusiastic couple who are making their living by 
showing tourists the smaller creatures in the veld including spiders and scorpions.  Unfortunately we 
didn’t have much time but it was great to meet them and we spent a pleasant afternoon discussing 
spiders, the ADU Virtual Museum, their work and how to identify arachnids from photographs.  Find 
them and what they do on http://www.ukuhamba.co.za  
 
“Science is fun” is a holiday programme for children is held most school holidays at the University of 
Pretoria.  Have a look at www.upwithscience.up.ac.za   I was invited to present arachnids to the kids 

on  4
th

 and 6
th

 October but of course it’s didn’t happen as the campus is closed till further notice due 

to  student riots.  I wonder if Wits will be able to host Yebo Gogga again in the autumn.  If not maybe 

we can stage our OWN programme or find a different venue.  

 

THE 12TH COLLOQUIUM OF THE AFRICAN ARACHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY (AFRAS)  If you are 
at all serious about arachnids I urge you to consider attending the Colloquium at Goudini 
Spa near Worcester in the W Cape.   It is open to anyone working on African arachnids but 
if you want to attend you will have to hurry because registration has been open for a while 

and late registration is more expensive.  A number of overseas delegates will be attending and of 
course our professional arachnologists and serious non-professionals.   It is truly inspiring to see how 
important our continent is in the greater scheme of arachnology.   If travelling expenses are a 
problem Robin Lyle can arrange lifts from northern South Africa to the Cape to share the expenses.     
Visit the AFRAS website on www.afras.ufs.ac.za for more information. 

 

 

http://www.ukuhamba.co.za/
http://www.upwithscience.up.ac.za/
http://www.afras.ufs.ac.za/
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KALKFONTEIN NUPTIALS 
Langona hirsuta mating 

 

By Nicolette Josling 

 

For me every day is a good day for spider hunting…. well except when it’s too windy…. then they get 
blown away before you can “shoot”.  I usually try to go out before lunch time with my camera to see 
what I can find in and around my reserve home garden at Kalkfontein Dam Nature Reserve. I 
photographed a male jumping spider on the lawn but as it was moving around so much I could not 
get a decent picture. So keeping this in mind, a few days later I scanned the patch where I had seen 
the male and to my surprise came upon this sight.  

      

 

At first I thought I came upon a scene of cannibalism as the female’s abdomen was so twisted that 
she looked like a Neoscona hairy field spider. Only after looking through the lens did I realize that I 
stumbled upon two jumping spiders mating. I gently moved them over into a glass container and 
took them indoors to photograph.  
The male let the female go after half an hour of rolling her around vigorously after which I released 
them back into the garden, both unharmed. Galina Azarkina identified them as Langona hirsuta 
(Salticidae) and I was pleased to be able to add them to the spider list for Kalkfontein Dam Nature 
Reserve. 
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HOW DO YOU BECOME AN ARACHNOLOGIST? 
 
Our good friend in England Tone Killick posted a really nice article written in May last year 
by Chris Buddle of McGill University in Canada.  The whole article is available on 
https://arthropodecology.com/2015/05/06/how-to-become-an-arachnologist   The final message 
is that you have to immerse yourself in the world of eight-legged creatures: read, watch 
connect, share and study.  Sound familiar to many of us!  What WE have to do is catch the 
very young (humans not spiders), they are naturally fascinated by bugs if no-one has told 
them to be afraid.    Yebo Gogga and our other demonstrations bear this out.   
 

 

Linda Rayor’s video 8-legged Diversity in Spiders 
 https://youtu.be/_kHSPzYhE1c  
Linda is a behavioural ecologist based at Cornell University in the United States with a 
passion for arachnids.  Watch the video and be delighted. 
 

 

 
What IS that little red spider?                    
 
One of the recurring queries we get is “What are those tiny red spiders?”  For a long time I had no 
idea how to answer but now realise they are Theridula sp in the large cobweb-weaving family the 
Theridiidae.  I do not think many from this country have been scientifically described.  The 
illustration above is of an adult male and he is about life size in other words about 2 mm body 
length.  It was a MISSION to photograph him!  They can be quite common in the undergrowth in 
forests but can occur in other habitats. This male was found at Umgeni Nature reserve near Howick 
in KwaZulu Natal, the yellow and brown one with the strange-shaped abdomen was lurking under an 
arum lily leaf in the National Botanical Garden in Pretoria and the last one was in the Soutpansberg.  

 

              
 

 
 

 

https://arthropodecology.com/2015/05/06/how-to-become-an-arachnologist
https://youtu.be/_kHSPzYhE1c
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SPIDER SPIT 
By Astri Leroy 
 
This Argiope australis (common garden orb weaver) had built her large orb web against the wall of a 
small, disused sand quarry deep in the Soutpansberg.  We disturbed a number of insects whilst 
walking through the grass and a small chafer beetle made the mistake of flying into her web.  Of 
course the spider rushed out from the hub where she had been hanging head-down, to wrap the 
beetle with great swathes of silk, spinning her prey around with her back legs to shrink-wrap it and 
eventually biting to subdue it.  (1)    We left her to her meal and about ¾ or an hour later we 
returned to see how she was doing.     It was surprising to see that the beetle was no longer covered 
in a thick layer of silk. (2)  I reckon the silk initially used to wrap the prey was dissolved by digestive 
enzymes and spider “spit” and ingested before the prey was sucked dry.  I have checked around in 
the literature but so far have found no reference to this occurrence although I am sure other people 
have noted it. Has it ever been compared to the wrapping behaviour of other large orb-weavers such 
as Nephila, Cyrtophora and Caerostris?  I’ve noticed that the prey remains – mostly ants – under the 
webs of Smeringopus natalensis (common daddy long-legs spiders) living in my office still seem to be 
wrapped in silk.  
 
 
 

1. 2. 
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SEPTEMBER SPIDER OF THE MONTH: Ctenus sp. Tropical wolf 
spider: Family Ctenidae 
 
 
During the course of last month (September) there have been numerous postings on our Facebook 
page of large members of the family Ctenidae (tropical wolf spiders) from all over southern Africa.  
The majority look like Ctenus transvaalensis or C pulchriventris but of course it is impossible to be 
certain of the species from photos.     
 
The common name of tropical wolf spider and their superficial likeness to wolf spiders in the family 
Lycosidae can confuse the uninitiated but the eye pattern is very different.  This is a diagram of the 
eye pattern of Ctenus (from the First Atlas of African Arachnids) and the second a diagram of the eye 
pattern of a wolf spider – Lycosidae after Zyuzin 1985 on the website of the University of Bern in 
Switzerland.                                                                          
 

                                                                                                         
 
and here is Brian Ashby’s beautiful photos illustrating the ctenid eye pattern in real life compared to 
a lycosid’s (Astri’s photo) top right.  

             
 

                     
 
Ctenus sp ventral view                                                                Habitus of Ctenus                             
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE MEN GONE?  
BEGINNERS’ SPIDER IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP 18th SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
Using Ansie Dippenaar and Robin Lyle’s “Manual to Identify the Common Spider Families of South 
Africa” several begged borrowed and resurrected microscopes, some nifty little tools and Astri’s 
collection of “pickled” spiders 8 ladies set about learning to identify dead spiders. They were Helena 
Ruther and Letitia Bezuidenhout, Laylaa Suliman, Nina Parry, Tiffany Lee and her mother, Jacky 
Collier and Astri.  Terese van Dyk arrived on Saturday instead of Sunday so we will just have to run 
another course for her soon!  It is remarkable that no men attended.  It seems arachnology is more a 
female pursuit and men prefer butterflies!   The 18th was without a doubt the coldest day of spring, 
grey and wet, an excellent day for indoor pursuits and yes we DID receive a few mm of rain. 
Spider identification is not easy. I struggle to get further than genus with most specimens.  Guiding a 
diverse group from complete beginners who have never before used a microscope to both under 
and postgrad science students is quite tricky.  One doesn’t want to put beginners off with too much 
technical stuff nor does one want to dumb-down to the more advanced.  However it seems to have 
gone well and so far the feedback has been positive.    

      
 
Letitia and Jacky                                                              Tiffany lee 
 

  
 

Manipulating slippery dead specimens can be a challenge.  This long-dead rain spider had to be 
forecibly realigned before it would fit into the “petri dish”.   

 
Some nifty little tools used in microscopy: fine forceps, fine watercolour paintbrush,  

plastic pipette and needle 
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What you might see through a microscope 

 

 
Eye pattern of Anyphops 

 
Some terms, such as “eye pattern”, “genitalia” and “spines” are easy to understand, but names of 
some parts of their anatomy seem obscure to non professionals, such as “cuspules”, “apophysis” 
and “endites”.  

 
         The underside of the cephalothorax of a mygalomoprh show cuspules on the endites.  
 

 
 

Jacky and Laylaa discuss the finer points of a tiny specimen. 
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NEXT FIELD TRIP IS TO KROMDRAAI on 23rd October, 7:30 a.m. for 8:00 a.m. 
to early afternoon. 
   
R50 per adult and R10 per child 11 years and under with the option of paying R120 PER FAMILY for 
annual subscription   Please be aware this event is on private property and the property needs to be 
respected as such.  There is no entrance fee. We will supply vials, magnifiers, plastic pill bottles and 
some other basic collecting equipment but please bring your own if you have as well as any 
reference books, a picnic lunch, adequate water, a hat and good walking shoes.  
     
Meet outside the gate of Nirox Sculpture Park, Kromdraai on the R540.  For enquiries please contact 
Jacky cell 084 311-4849.  Please be on time as access is restricted with a security gate. Co-ordinates 
for the gate:  S25°59′ 09.42” E27° 46′ 59.21″  -25.987216, 27.781699 
 

 

 
 

And lastly the gorgeous quilt John Leroy commissioned for Astri’s 60th birthday. 
 

 


