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I don’t know how I missed this news in 2011! It is a fossilized female nephilid 

from the Jurassic (165 mya), making Nephilidae the most ancient lineage of 

extant spiders.  This extraordinary fossil was found in Inner Mongolia, and has 

a 15 cm legspan.  It was described by Prof Paul Selden and his team.  Read 

about it at http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-13134505 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-13134505
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About the Spider Club 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in arachnids – 
especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member for 
information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from time to time.  
A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, centred on spiders, their 

relatives and on nature in general.” 

 

Contact Us 

Committee  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969     jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Editor    Joan Faiola   082 565 6025     joan@spiderclub.co.za 

Chairman by default Astri Leroy    073 168 7187   info@spiders.co.za 

Membership   Paul Cowan   082 773 5724      paul@spiderclub.co.za 

    

   Alice Aubrey 
 
Secretary  Colleen Damon 
    
   Niela Du Preez   

 
Events    Jacky Collier 
 
Webmaster  JP Schutte  076 926 1121   jp@spiderclub.co.za 

 
WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

 

 

…. At the Spider Club of Southern Africa 
page 
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From the hub Register, renew or subscribe? 

 

 

 
Your choice – attend field events and pay R50 per adult and R10 per child each time or spend R120 per annum for a 
family membership. To me it seems obvious that if you plan to attend several events as a family the annual subscription 
is the way to go.   
 
Our Annual General Meeting on 12th June was useful, fun and informative.  Some previous committee members have 
resigned, some have just melted away so we are delighted to welcome Alice Aubrey, Jacky Collier and Niela du Preez.  
Alice has served on the committee before, so it’s wonderful to have her back again. A very new member, Colleen 
Damon, has undertaken to be our secretary. Here’s wishing you all a very warm welcome.  We expected more attendees 
so there was also more food than we could eat and the parking attendants must have had a feast!   
 
Niela showed her fine presentation “Our Feared and mostly misunderstood 8 legged friends” that she had given at the 
inaugural meeting of the African Snakebite Institute earlier in the year. 
 
After lunch Ian Engelbrecht outlined the work of SpiderMap run by the Animal Demography Unit at the University of 
Cape Town.   This is a citizen scientist Virtual Museum and up to the present has mainly concentrated on the 
mygalomorph spiders.  Ian described how it worked and outlined how Spider Club members could contribute.  We are 
planning a meeting to have a blitz (SpiderMap blitz, on the araneomorph identifications.  This is our first attempt to 
involve you, so if you can identify a Nephila from a salticid please contact Jacky on jacky@spiderclub.co.za for details 
and come and we will put you on the list.  We will work as a team and will all help each other with identifications.  
 
Jacky told us about her foray to Cape Town to drum up enthusiasm there for spiders and The Spider Club and Joan gave 
an update on the ongoing work identifying specimens from the Klipriviersberg survey.   It will be lovely if the Cape Town 
spider people take up the baton and organise events there in the name of The Spider Club.  
 
People news: 
 
Ian Engelbrecht was awarded a PhD from the Department of Zoology and Entomology, University of Pretoria for his 
research titled “The taxonomy and Conservation of Trapdoor Spiders of Gauteng Province, South Africa.”   Many 
congratulations Ian and we may now greet you as Doctor Engelbrecht. 
 
Alice Aubrey appeared on TV on 13th July on SABC2 on an educational show called Hug a Tree concentrating on flora but 
saying that plants and invertebrates, even spiders, are interdependent.  
 
Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman received an award at the recent AAS convention in the USA, this time the Simon Award for 
services to the community. 
 
 
We had a very good day manning the Spider Club stand in Pretoria for the International Rangers’ Day event on 30th July. 
Thanks to Layla, Miemmie and Joubert for helping with the stand.   
 
Looking forward: 

mailto:jacky@spiderclub.co.za
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On 18th September 2016 we plan a beginners’ identification course.  For further info contact jacky@spiderclub.co.za  
Notifications and details will be sent out to remind you in good time.    
 
Then of course summer and our main “away” event, a weekend at Sterkspruit Nature Reserve near Lydenburg is already 
FULLY BOOKED but there are plans for some fine places to visit in the “spider months” of summer and autumn, so watch 
this space. 
 
Last but not least, the next Colloquium takes place next January.  See the ad elsewhere in this issue. 
 

 
 
Our stand at the 4X4 show 
 
 
 
 

See you soon, keep in touch and happy spidering 

 

Astri 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
It’s a fairly short newsletter this time, because we are not receiving articles from our community.  We have had a huge 
increase in membership lately, and to these new members I say welcome, and please give us your articles! 
 
We are interested in sightings and observations, and any photos that you think would interest our readers.   
 
We have some new committee members who happen to be artistic and creative, and I will co-opt their assistance in 
obtaining some material for the newsletter, so that we can all continue to see and learn about our eight-legged friends. 
 
 

Joan 

 

 

mailto:jacky@spiderclub.co.za
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WEDNESDAY TALK AT KIRSTENBOSCH WITH NORMAN LARSEN 
 

By Heide Pretorius Davel 
 

I was fortunate to be able to attend the Wednesday Talk at Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens on 6th July, 
presented by Norman Larsen on the topic of ‘Spiders and the mythological spider bite’. This is a favourite topic of mine 
and one which I continuously search to improve my knowledge, seeing that I often present similar talks at schools (not 
that I profess to be an expert or to be nearly as knowledgeable as Norman Larsen, but the message is the same).  
 
The room was packed with interested people of all ages, and I have to thank my boss for letting me take the morning to 
satisfy my spider addiction. He probably knew I’d be useless at work knowing there was an arachnophile gathering in 
town. Norman’s presentation skimmed over his past and how he came to be one of the leading arachnid authorities in 
South Africa, and focused on the spiders commonly found in and around the Cape Peninsula. He is currently doing 
research on Menneus capensis, previously Avellopsis capensis, the Cape net-casting spider, endemic to the Western 
Cape.  
  
Norman brought live specimens and for many it was the first time holding a spider (one can tell by the nervously awed 
look on their faces). I think it’s the best, if not the only, way to prove that spiders aren’t aggressive man-eating monsters 
but instead gentle and fragile (not to mention intelligent) animals with fascinating life stories. I will share with you a few 
highlights of the talk that I can remember. The web you see on your front porch at night (the one that will have 
disappeared by morning) could be made by Neoscona hirta or a close relative and the web and remaining evidence of 
her midnight feast is rolled into a ball and eaten for breakfast. The opportunistic male flower crab spider Thomisus, 
having reached sexual maturity one moult sooner than the object of its attention, patiently hangs out on her back until 
the female moults. He then takes advantage of her at her most helpless, and sensibly leaves before she can have him for 
lunch. Thomisus can change colour to match the colour of the flower she sits on. Norman has seen a female change 
colour from white to yellow to pink, but has never seen a pink specimen turn back to yellow or white. It takes the spider 
about two days to change colour. I wonder if it changes in shades or bit by bit. I will have to ask Norman.  
 
The female Lycosid is the only spider which, like a scorpion, carries her spiderlings on her back. They will enjoy the ride 
for a few moults until it becomes all Lord of the Flies up there, at which point they will disperse. Portia, in a display of 
cunning intelligence, strategically premeditates the hunting of a spider much larger than itself. It then orchestrates an 
ambush and attacks its prey from above. A species of Peucetia (green lynx spider) use glandular plants as a microhabitat 
from which it feeds on prey trapped on the sticky hairs, while Oxyopes (the grass lynx spider) hunts by means of 
pouncing on unsuspecting victims, using the prominent spines on its legs to form a basket in which to trap its prey. In 
one of his images Norman points out that it seems as though the spider is ‘right handed’, its first two pairs of legs on the 
right side of its body being much larger and covered in more setae than the first pair of legs on the left. He explains that 
the spider had lost its legs and has regenerated a new pair of legs from the coxa and trochanter when it moulted. 
 
Then there are the intertidal spiders. Desis seals off its limpet retreat with waterproof silk, maintaining an air bubble 
inside. The setae on the abdomen trap air and the spider has adapted to make the most of the oxygen it has available to 
it while it waits out the tide. Argyrodes is kleptoparasitic and feeds mostly on discarded prey remains in the webs of 
bigger spiders. Sometimes it will sneakily cut the signal strands to the host spider to steal prey that has been caught in 
the web.  
 
Common myths were dispelled and the question of whether Cheiracanthium really is responsible for cytotoxic bites of 
medical importance, was raised.  
 
All in all a very comprehensive, informative and entertaining talk. It was a great privilege to have met Norman, I am 
looking forward to many conversations with him about creepy crawlies in the future. He can be seen at the Cape Union 
Mart Centre in Canal Walk, Cape Town, on most Saturday mornings between 11h00 and 12h00 where he curates an 
educational display of tarantulas and baboon spiders. 
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NEW SPECIES OF TRAPDOOR SPIDER FOR SOUTH AFRICA 

A new species Horned Cork-lid Trapdoor spider (Stasimopus) I discovered in Rustenburg, North West Province, South 
Africa. 
 
I found the first adult male in a pool of water right outside my house.  Ian Engelbrecht and I organised a field trip to try 
to find some more specimens and in a few hours we found four more. 
 
What a fascinating spider!!! 
 
Niela Du Preez 
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SCHOOL SPEECH PROJECT BY KIERAN SILVER  
 
Submitted by his mother, Madeleine Silver, who said: 
 
Attached please find Kieran's spider speech.  I have posted him doing his speech on the spider club FB page, not sure if 
you have seen it. 
 
He did extremely well and got the best score by quite a distance on the day. 
 
Mom was very proud of him and the spiders that gave him the motivation. 
 
Topic was: "And the new national holiday is...." 
By:  Kieran Silver (7 years) 
School:  Midstream Ridge Primary School - Centurion 
Grade:  1E3 

 

So the new National Holiday is……. Spider Appreciation Day! 

______________________ 

Good morning 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

Boys and Girls 
___________________________ 

It is high time that society understands the importance of Spiders 

_____________________ 

Spiders are one of nature’s most interesting, beautiful, under-rated and misunderstood creatures  

And that needs to change!  

____________________ 

Despite all the anxiety about being bitten by a spider there has never been any known deaths from a spider 

bite in South-Africa –ever! 

In contrast thousands of people die in car accidents every year 

Yet no one is petrified to climb into a car but squeal in fear at the mere sight of an innocent spider 

____________________  

 People need to understand how effective they are in controlling pests like mozzies and flies and appreciate 

the wonder of how they construct the most intricate and perfectly engineered webs with silk stronger than 

steel. 

____________________ 
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Spiders are one of nature’s most fascinating creatures and on National Spider Appreciation Day people will 

focus on learning more about the importance and wonder of the spiders living amongst us. 

On this day no one will be allowed to kill or harm any Spider 

 

Thank you Ladies and Gentlemen 

Boys and girls 

 

 

   Above: tiny adult male Xysticus on thumb. (Photo: J. Faiola) 
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NEW INVASIVE SPECIES FOR SOUTH AFRICA – Badumna longinqua (Desidae) 
 
Rufus Dreyer, a dairy farmer whose farm is situated in the Tsitsikama, near the coast and the town of Oyster Bay. 
reported that his farm has been infested by millions of the (unconfirmed) species Badumna longinqua.  Spiders are not 
usually a nuisance, but in this case the number of spiders, and the messy webs they make, cause great inconvenience.  
Rufus told us: 
 
“I believe we introduced them with feed that we brought in from somewhere. They are small black spiders that seem to 
live in families with often many small ones in one web. I have also noticed some bigger ones with a more brownish 
colour. The webs are untidy and often have a funnel area where a bigger spider would guard. They seem to grow to 
about 20mm, body length. They remind me of the Button spider with a swollen abdomen and long legs. They seem to 
breed rapidly and keep adding to their existing webs. You often see white egg sacs as part of the web. They seem to 
mainly catch flies and moths. It becomes a nuisance to keep clean under roofs and machinery which they seem to like, 
as well as areas where there is a light. Dust gathers on the webs and makes everything look dirty.” 
 

  
Note the untidy webs Handsome specimen of B. longinqua 

 
This species is Australian in origin, but has spread to New Zealand, California, Brazil and other places, and now South 
Africa (2013).  Charles Haddad of UFS is currently writing a paper on this invasive species, which he has found on the 
coast from Port Elizabeth to Groot Brak, and in Bloemfontein. 
 
 
Photos: Rufus Dreyer 
 
Further reading: 
 
http://www.capetowninvasives.org.za/news/2014/05/recent-records-three-exotic-spider-species-south-africa 
 
 

 
  

http://www.capetowninvasives.org.za/news/2014/05/recent-records-three-exotic-spider-species-south-africa
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AN “UGLY DUCKLING” – ANOTHER SPIDER FOUND IN HOUSES 
 GROUND CRAB SPIDERS IN THE GENUS Xysticus (Family Thomisidae) 
 
The Thomisidae, crab spider family, is a large one with more than 2155 named species world-wide.   In South Africa we 
have more than 140 species of crab spiders in 39 genera.   In the popular mind, probably the best known are the flower 
crab spiders with their pretty colouring but ground crab spiders, Xysticus spp. only come in various rather drab shades of 
mottled brown and grey to blend with the soil on which they are found.  There are 11 species of Xysticus in this country. 
 
They are instantly recognizable as members of the family Thomisidae with rather flattened, ovoid abdomens, legs 
extending sideways, the first two pairs being longer and more robust than the hinder two pairs which gives them their 
crab-like appearance.  These anterior (front) legs are armed with strong spines.  The eyes are in two rows with the 
anterior lateral (the furthest apart front eyes) set on slightly raised tubercles.  They are medium sized spiders with a 
body length of between 3 and 7 mm. 
 
They do not make webs to catch their prey but appear to be less sedentary than members of some other crab spider 
genera.  They are nocturnal hiding by day and wandering to hunt at night.   It is said that they hide under stones during 
the day but those in my home emerge from under the refrigerator and the tiny crevices between the floor tiles and 
kitchen cupboards after dark.  Interestingly I seldom see them in the house during the summer months but they often 
appear indoors in winter.  
 
In summer females construct a roughly lenticular egg sac, hidden under logs, fallen bark or stones and they guard these 
egg sacs till the young emerge.    
 
There are several species that could occur here but Xysticus fagei is the most common one in Gauteng and although I 
have not tried to identify those in my home I am pretty sure this is the species helping to keep cockroach numbers in my 
kitchen under control.   
 
They may not be the most beautiful crab spiders but as they scuttle about their business on the floor, but they have a 
certain appeal and when confronted these tiny creatures will extend their strong front legs in apparent threat displays, 
until left alone to carry on with their lives. 
 

   
Xysticus spp with their crab-like 
shape are instantaneously 
recognisable as members of the 
family Thomisidae   
 
 

The anterior lateral eyes are set on slightly 
raised tubercles and their long, robust front 
legs are armed with strong spines 

A female ground crab spider guarding 
her egg sac 
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VERIFIED BLACK BUTTON SPIDER BITE 
 
By Frans Pretorius 
 
Bella: I found her when she was a juvenile under a rock in the veld in Middelburg..I was very careful with her as I knew 
how potent they are. I then set up an enclosure for her and kept her to learn more about her. 
 
The incident: 
 
A few days before the bite I noticed that Bella was behaving a bit weirdly. She would move to the top of the enclosure 
on the netting that covers the tank and would sit there for a while. Normally she would run to her nest immediately 
when I get close to pour water into her enclosure.  On Wednesday night I opened the netting to put a cricket inside. I 
did not notice her sitting on the net at the top. That is when she got onto my hand and bit me. This was 7.15 pm.  
 
After the bite I felt some burning on my hand. 15 minutes later pain started under my right armpit. I continuously  
sweated at the bite site. The pain around the bite site was not so intense. I was in contact with Jacky Collier and Niela du 
Preez who guided me through the process.  
 
I then prepared to drive to the Trichardt MediClinic about 30km from where I live (Bethal). When I reached the 
casualties an hour after the bite the pain was bad in my arm and armpit. It was sooooo frustrating to convince the team 
there that it was indeed a Black button bite. They eventually sent a pic to Tygerberg poison clinic. My hospital did not 
keep anti venom, it only arrived on the Thursday night. I was moved to a general ward Wednesday night.  By this time 
the pain had spread to my chest and lower back and I was shaking uncontrollably. The doctor who came to see me later 
Wednesday night told them to put me in ICU immediately and boost the morphine.  The pain eventually moved to my 
bum and upper legs for a while. All the time I was sweating a lot. The pain then moved to my lower legs and feet. It was 
about at that stage that they administered one vial of antivenom.  It must have been a decent envenomation. The pain 
was really bad. 
 
My vitals were all good throughout. Only once was my blood pressure a bit high. My temperature was also not a 
problem.  
 
Treatment included pain medication, including morphine, and I received an anti-Tetanus shot. 

 
 

(Note: Frans probably accidentally touched the spider.  Latrodectus do not attack without good cause.) 
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SPIDER WEBS 

By Astri Leroy 
 
Spider webs make a study all by themselves.  The subject is fascinating, and some scientists work only on spider silk. 
During Astri’s travels, she has come across many different webs, and managed to capture them on her camera.  The 
following is a small selection. 
 

 

 

 
Confused agelenid in a tree in the Walter Sisulu 
National Botanical Garden.  This spider normally builds 
a web with a retreat in grass or vegetation, and 
sometimes between rocks.  In this case the web 
appears to be upside down with the retreat exposed at 
the top! 
 

Nephila web in the Eastern Cape.  The sun is catching the 
golden threads. 
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Interesting web in a bird hide at Rietvlei NR in Pretoria 

 
 
Cyrtophora web at Lake Panic, 
Southern Kruger 
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PRETORIA - TWO VERY DIFFERENT EVENTS AT THE SAME VENUE 
 

By Joan Faiola 
 
This June and July we had stands at two different events – both held at the LA Sport venue in Steve Biko Road Capital 
Park. 
 
The first was a 4 x 4 expo, and the ground was filled with many stands from diverse exhibitors, and on show were every 
kind of 4 x 4 vehicle, and all sorts of interesting accessories for the enthusiast.  The crowd was huge, and we were kept 
very busy, and won a few hearts as adults and children alike held a rain spider for the first time.  New member Layla 
came along to help, as did stalwart Miemmie with Jeremy in tow, and Jacky too.  So we thankfully had lots of help.  Astri 
and I were a bit challenged by the gazebo (NOT the club one, which is broken!) but managed it in the end.   
 
What a contrast the second one in late July, which was held by the Pretoria Honorary Rangers.  The crowd was much 
smaller, and the Rangers expressed some disappointment at that, but in the end it was very enjoyable.  There was 
indigenous dancing/singing of a very high standard, and highly trained police working dogs were put through their 
paces.  Our stand did well, as it always does, with Layla and Miemmie once more in attendance, along with Astri and 
myself, and new member Joubert, who brought his scorpions. 
 

 
 

One of our stars, a female Augecephalus junodi Layla helping a small enthusiast hold a rain spider 
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THE 12TH COLLOQUIUM OF THE AFRICAN ARACHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

 

ATKV GOUDINI RESORT, WORCESTER, SOUTH AFRICA 

22–25 JANUARY 2017 

 

2nd CIRCULAR 

 

The 12th Colloquium of the African Arachnology Society (AFRAS) will be jointly hosted by the ARC – Plant Protection Research 

Institute in Pretoria (Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman, Robin Lyle and Petro Marais), the University of the Free State in Bloemfontein 

(Charles Haddad) and Iziko South African Museum (affiliate Norman Larsen), and will be held at the ATKV Goudini Resort 

near Worcester in the Western Cape, South Africa. The Colloquium will be held from the afternoon of Sunday the 22th of 

January to the evening of Wednesday the 25th of January 2017.  

The objectives of the Colloquium include promoting research on the African Arachnida (non-Acari) and to provide a forum for 

the discussion of this research in oral presentations, posters and workshops, as well as informal discussions. 

VENUE 

The 12th AFRAS Colloquium will be held at the Goudini Resort, located approximately an hour’s drive east of Cape Town near 

the town of Worcester. The resort is situated in the fynbos of the Cape Floristic Region, so there is ample opportunity for 

delegates to spend time in the veld collecting arachnids. Since the conference will take place during mid-summer, there is no 

need for warm clothing! There are various options available should delegates wish to relax after the day’s sessions have been 

concluded, including hiking trails, a swimming pool and spa, horse riding etc. Visit Goudini’s website at 

http://www.atkvresorts.co.za/goudinispa-overview for more details and for a map to the venue.  

Please respond to Charles Haddad (haddadcr@ufs.ac.za) if you wish to register for the 12th AFRAS Colloquium, just to give us 

a preliminary indication of numbers. The deadline for payment of registration and submission of abstracts is 30 November 

2016.  Full details can be found on the AFRAS website: http://afras.ufs.ac.za). 

 

http://www.atkvresorts.co.za/goudinispa-overview
http://afras.ufs.ac.za/

