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The beautiful African masked crab spider, Synema imitator, photographed at 

Seldomseen, Zimbabwe: December 2012. Photo © J Faiola 
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About the Spider Club 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in 
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals 
by all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee 
member for information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from 
time to time.  A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience,  

centred on spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

Contact Us 

Committee  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969     jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Editor    Joan Faiola   082 565 6025     joan@spiderclub.co.za 

Chairman by default Astri Leroy    073 168 7187   info@spiders.co.za 

Membership   Paul Cowan   082 773 5724      paul@spiderclub.co.za 

    

PRO   Peet Van der Ark 071 609 5790  peetvda@vodamail.co.za 
 
Secretary  Vanora Naude  076 217 8592  Vanora@spiderclub.co.za 

 

Webmaster  JP Schutte  076 926 1121  jp@spiderclub.co.za 

 
 
WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

 

 

…. At the Spider Club of Southern 
Africa page 
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For as long as I can remember I have been fascinated by spiders.  I've studied them, kept them - simply 
watched them, been enthralled by their beauty, their adaptations, been intrigued by their behaviour and 
tried to pass my enthusiasm for them on to other people.   But I despair!  There is a common view that 
invertebrates are a nuisance are unimportant, that for example spiders are “just bugs” and we can do 
without them.  This is dangerous folly!  Take out the big charismatic mammals, as has happened for example 
in the British Isles, and natural systems still work, but try taking out the invertebrates. One of the world’s 
most famous entomologists, E O Wilson said: “If all vertebrates were removed, life would continue mostly 
unaffected but remove all invertebrates and the world would die in a year or less.”    
 
All animals in the widest sense are fascinating course but for me invertebrates are more so: more varied, 
more of a challenge to understand and identify and they are infinitely more in need of champions than the 
big and furries!    In this vein I think the Spider Club has an important role to play in showing nature lovers, 
present and future, that small is beautiful and very, very important.   
 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  Thirty-four people, both Spider Club members and guests attended our 
Annual General Meeting on 22nd June in the beautifully decorated Nestlé Enviro Centre at the Walter Sisulu 
National Botanical Garden. Thank you all for attending.     
 
 

  
  
 
There was a little bit of club business and I am happy to tell you that all the committee members are staying 
on for another year plus one - we are delighted to welcome back Shirley Armstrong.  She will revive 
“Spiderlings” which will be aimed at our younger members.   
 
When business was over we repaired to the sunny garden to enjoy a braai and catch up with friends, old and 
new.  Our guests, Peter and Laurie Webb and Tim Zedi joined us for lunch. As you probably know Peter took 
many of the wonderful photos in the Field Guide of the Spiders of SA.  Tim, from the West Rand 
Herpetological Association, gave an interesting and useful presentation on the kinds snakes we might find 
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under rocks and logs while looking for spiders. All in all a good time was had and much happy talk took place 
around the braai fire.   
 
Life and The Spider Club of Southern Africa goes on – next year’s AGM should be memorable because   
 
 

 

The Spider Club will be 40 years old in 2015! 
 
 

Yours arachnologically, 
 

Astri     
                                                      

 

 

 
 
Above: social spiders Eresidae: Stegodyphus dumicola in their webs at night – between McGregor and Robertson 
WC.  Seen and photographed by Ianette Olderwagen. 
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On Sunday, 29th June 2014 I was working on Astri Leroy’s checklist of South African spiders.  My job was to 
check the validity and spelling of all the species on the list, which is sorted into families.  My main tool was 
Norman Platnick’s World Spider Catalog.  I ran into difficulties when I started checking the family Corinnidae 
– then I realised that many of them had been moved to a new family.  The version of the Catalog was V15, 
and it had been released probably hours before I started using it that Sunday.  I am sure the scientists of my 
acquaintance were aware that a major paper was to be published, but as a layman I was taken by surprise. 
There was a hint when Leon Lotz placed Cheiracanthium in Eutichuridae at the January Colloquium: jumping 
the gun slightly, as the family change was only made effective on that last weekend in June.  The paper that 
caused it all was a revision of the Dionychan spiders by Martín J. Ramírez, an eminent arachnologist from 
Argentina.  This epic monograph, 375 pages long, is probably one of the most important works in recent 
years.  We will attempt to describe the changes as they affect African spiders elsewhere in this issue.  
 
On the subject of Norman Platnick – he finally retired and relinquished his wonderful Catalog.  A new 
Catalog has been established in Switzerland, and Norman told Astri:  “….Switzerland is the ideal place for it, 
since the lenient copyright laws there enable the World Spider Catalog Association to provide each user with 
access to a pdf of any publication, regardless of where it appeared.  I'm hoping that the community quickly 
works together to provide pdf files of every title in the bibliography.  If we can get to the point where every 
citation in the catalog is linked to a pdf, we will be light years ahead of other taxonomic groups!”  I for one 
am really looking forward to using the new tool.  See News on page 8. 
 
This issue of the newsletter was quite hard to put together, because we received no articles.  Please forgive 
Astri and myself for writing most of the material this time – but we NEED your input!  Lourens Botha did, 
however, send me some wonderful photographs, and they are featured in this issue. 
 
  
Yours in spidering 
 

Joan  
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SPIDER NEWS 
 

WORLD SPIDER CATALOG MOVES TO BERN 
 

Welcome to the 

World Spider Catalog Version 15.5 
Currently 45'045 accepted species included 
 
Above: Heading from the new WSC website 

 
 
ISA forwarded the following announcement to their members: 
 
The new World Spider Catalog at www.wsc.nmbe.ch 
 
At the occasion of the 28th European Congress of Arachnology, it has been announced that the World Spider 
Catalog is now available in its new format. Norm I Platnick provided the last 15 versions to the scientific 
community via the American Museum of Natural History and this is from now on continued by the Natural 
History Museum Bern, Switzerland. The new World Spider Catalog is available at www.wsc.nmbe.ch and it is 
now a fully searchable data base. Users may search for all available family, genus and species names 
including synonyms, homonyms, and nomina dubia. In addition, searches for nomenclatural authors of 
genera and species, or for family, genus and species LSIDs are possible.  
 
While the World Spider Catalog lists the taxonomically relevant literature like a typical catalog (but does not 
contain the PDFs for the references), the imbedded World Spider Catalog Association collects all taxonomic 
spider literature cited in the World Spider Catalog and makes it accessible to its members. Because free 
access to literature is not easy, among others due to copyright restrictions, we founded the World Spider 
Catalog Association, an association under the Swiss Civil Law. This includes one of the most liberal copyright 
laws in the world and allows free access to copyright protected scientific publications to members of the 
World Spider Catalog Association. There are no membership fees and becoming a member takes only two 
mouse clicks. So we recommend that all World Spider Catalog users become a member of the World Spider 
Catalog Association to have free access to all references cited in the World Spider Catalog. Currently, the 
World Spider Catalog Association provides already nearly 30 % of all citations of the World Spider Catalog as 
PDF for its members.  
 
All users of the World Spider Catalog are asked to (1) submit own new taxonomically relevant publications 
directly to the World Spider Catalog to ensure fast incorporation of taxonomic changes, (2) submit all own 
older publications to the World Spider Catalog Association, and (3) submit all other taxonomically relevant 
publications from the own PDF collection if still lacking in the collection of the World Spider Catalog 
Association. We intend to provide all 13 000 cited publications as soon as possible as PDF. For this purpose, 
we established very convenient upload and download possibilities. 
 
Christian Kropf, Daniel Gloor, Wolfgang Nentwig 
Organizing Board of the World Spider Catalog 
 

 

 

http://www.wsc.nmbe.ch/
http://www.wsc.nmbe.ch/
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Event Report  
 
FIELD TRIP TO CRADLE COVE near LANSERIA - 21st SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
Report and photos by Astri Leroy 
 
Four of us, Rueon Scott, Mary -Anne Thomson, JP Schutte, Charles Moore and I, had a delightful morning in 
a tiny patch of desiccated veld just inside Gauteng Province at  a place called Cradle Cove near Lanseria.  It is 
a strange place with several (inhabited) chalets, various amenities such as a kitchen, dining and lecture hall, 
a plunge pool and a braai lapa.  Our host Des Werner had phoned me the evening before to say that he and 
his wife Belinda Werner had quite suddenly been given the opportunity to fly to the Vic Falls for the 
weekend so we were welcomed and looked after by Lena who opened the kitchen for us, directed us to go 
through the electric fence (!) to get to the veld and warned us not to cross the “river” because the 
neighbour would not welcome us. The river is just a dry riverbed at this time of year.  I am glad to report 
that she DID switch off the electric fence.       
 
The veld was bone-dry and unpromising but we didn’t have to go far to discover that there was lots to find.  
Once we had traversed a small burnt patch things really looked up.  The first exciting find was a small, shiny-
clean Hadogenes scorpion.  It was admired and returned to its rock fissure. A few rocks further a gravid 
female was prized out of a crevice.  The underside of almost every rock harboured one or two fat-tailed 
geckos (Pachydactylus sp), some with twin eggs.  From then on it only got better and a list of the spiders and 
other arachnids found is given below.  Many of the spiders we found were adult males, including a tiny male 
garbage line spider Cyclosa sp - I think Cyclosa elongata - hiding in the central decoration of his perfect orb-
web.  Of course the ubiquitous funnel webs of agelenids were everywhere.  The few tufts of last summer’s 
dry grass yielded jumping spiders in the genus Thyene, all juvenile but one of two fine Hyllus sp was adult.  
They were beaten out the flowering puzzle bush as well as tiny thomisid (crab spider) spiderlings.  A tailed 
araneid, Eriovixia sp, was traced to her hiding place on a dry twig by following her silk trails and running my 
hand along the twig.  This method of finding spiders resting during the day is worth using as it can turn up 
some exciting finds and is less harsh on the tree and its inhabitants than bashing with a stick!  In the past I 
have found net casting spiders (family Deinopidae), bark spider Caerostris sp, other araneids and others in 
this way.  
 
A black button spider escaped with her life because she had made her retreat in a crevice in a huge and 
immovable boulder and I simply couldn’t get to her.   I could see her egg sacs and the tips of her delicate 
legs but I just could not winkle her out!   It may seem like a case of overkill but next time I am looking for 
spiders in rocky areas I MUST remember to take a small crowbar. 
 
We went back to the braai lapa for our picnic and a rough identification session at lunch time.  I for one was 
well satisfied with the day, the arachnids and the happy and enthusiastic company.  It is a real pity that more 
club members cannot attend these nearby outings because it is a wonderful way to get to grips with our 
local spiders. 
 
(See next page for species list and some photos of species seen) 
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LIST OF ARACHNIDS AT CRADLE COVE 
 
We only collected adults and I have not had an opportunity yet to try to identify even those to species level, 
so you will see many are identified just to genus. 
 

SPIDERS 
 

   
 
 

Agelenidae: funnel-web spider family   Agelena sp grass funnel-web spiders –  
There were lots of webs around but we only collected one adult male 

Araneidae:  araneid orb-web spider family Eriovixia sp tailed araneid spiders.  
Neoscona sp -Neoscona hairy field spiders   
Cyclosa sp - garbage line web spiders, probably Cyclosa insulana - a tiny adult male, 
all of 2 mm long!  

Clubionidae: Grass sac spiders Clubiona sp – probably C. africana 

Corinnidae: dark sac spider family Copuetta lacustris  (Photo top centre) 

Eresidae: velvet spider family Dresserus sp – ground velvet spider 

Gnaphosidae: flat-bellied ground spider 
family 

Camillina sp 
Zelotes sp maybe Zelotes frenchi 
Zelotes sp  

Lycosidae: wolf spider family Hogna sp could be Hogna spenceri 

Oxyopidae: lynx spider family Oxyopes x 2 species   
One immature male the other could be Oxyopes jacksoni 

Palpimanidae: palp-footed spider family Palpimanus transvaalicus 

Philodromidae: running spider family Thanatus  sp  
Tibellus sp 

Phyxelididae: hackled mesh-web weaver 
family  

Vidole sp 
 

Pisauridae: nursery-web spider family  Maypacius sp 
 

Salticidae: jumping spider family. 
 

Hyllus brevitarsis (Photo top left) 

Thyene sp (6 in one grass sweep! All immature.) 

Theridiidae:  comb-footed or cobweb 
spider family 
 

Achaearanea sp ant-eating theridiids 
Latrodectus sp black button spider probably Latrodectus renivulvatus 
Theridion sp false house button spider 

Thomisidae: crab spider family. 
   
 

Runcinia sp grass crab spiders 
Xysticus sp ground crab spiders, probably Xysticus fagei 
Tiny juvenile thomisids in puzzle-bush (Ehretia rigida) flowers 

Zodariidae: burrowing spiders or 
burrowing zodariids 

Systenoplacis vandami 

 

And a few SCORPIONS :  

 
Pseudolychas ochraceus and Hadogenes gunningi and a pseudoscorpion too but it escaped.  
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SPIDERS OF A BUSHVELD PLOT north of 
PRETORIA 

 
BY LOURENS BOTHA 

 
 
Almost all the spiders that I photograph are caught/photographed either inside my house or within 20 
metres of my house.  I stay in a Rooibosveld area which is described as bushveld terrain dominated 
by rooibos, botanically known as Combretum apiculatum.  Such rooibosveld is mostly characterised by being 
open land with a grass covering and sparsely scattered trees, many of them rooibos. 
 
The ground itself is moderately sandy allowing a large number of burrowing to take place of all kinds of 
organisms. I am also lucky to have a good variety of trees here, each supporting a different range of insects 
and so also a good variety of spiders.  By following trends through the season in terms of when which plants 
are in flower or bearing fruit, one can get some very interesting scenarios. By day, flies and day insects 
gather and are being preyed upon by spiders and at night moths and other nocturnal insects bring out a 
whole host of other predators.  I photograph the majority of spiders at night in summer right through to 
May-June.  After winter it is fairly quiet until after the first good rains.  
 
 

Palpimanidae:  Palpimanus sp.  

 

 

Nothing special with this one - found it in a folded camping chair. 
It absolutely refused to move so I could not photograph the very 
strong and long set of front legs, although the photo below gives 
an idea of this feature. 
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Thomisidae:  
Tmarus africanus  

 
I found this spider on the steel wire of a 
washing line as shown left.  Body length is 
about 3-4 mm long 

 
 
 
 

 
 
When caught and transferred to my "studio" (a piece 
of rock in a water bath) it promptly dropped in the 
water upside down and pretended to be very dead 
and almost dried out like an old "skin" – photo right.  It 
did however hold onto its lifeline to the rock which 
can be seen in the photo.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
What I do find very interesting on this spider is 
the very odd eye pattern, especially the two 
big almost protruding eyes on tubercles that 
look as if they have a brow over them.  (Left) 
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I found this spider this weekend under a branch lying on the ground; The spider was neatly tucked into a 
pouch constructed over a crack in the wood and a few leaves. The one image shows the spider still inside 
the crack and partly concealed by the pouch. 
 
I coaxed it out and it is a really beautiful spider – it is a member of Gnaphosidae, but I can’t identify it further 
than that. 

 

 
 

Editor’s Note: We have arranged two outings to Lourens’ place, the idea being to monitor the 
seasonal trends with him – please see the diary at the end of the newsletter. 
 
Thanks to Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman for assisting with the identification of Tmarus. 

 
 
 
 

  



  

Spider Club News September 2014 P A G E  14 

HOUSE SPIDERS  
 

The fourth in our series of articles on interesting spiders found in homes in South Africa.  Articles 
in this series will be placed on our website after publication in the newsletter. 
 

Daddy long-legs spiders:   

Smeringopus natalensis and others in the spider family Pholcidae 

 

By Astri Leroy 
 

According to Bernhard Huber (2012) spiders in the family Pholcidae are among the dominant web-building 
spiders in tropical and subtropical regions around the world, occupying a wide variety of microhabitats from 
the leaf litter to tree canopies, and ranging from sea level to over 4 000 masl.  Ansie Dippenaar (2014) in the 
Field Guide of Spiders of South Africa lists 6 genera found in this country:-  Artema  - giant daddy-longlegs, 
Crossopriza -  tailed daddy long-legs,  Leptopholcus - skinny or flat daddy long-legs, Quamtana - spotted 
daddy long-legs, Smeringopus -  common daddy long-legs and Spermophora dwarf daddy long-legs.  
 

  
Above left: Smeringopus in web Above right: close up showing beautiful patterning 
 
 

It’s spiders in the genus Smeringopus that most South Africans recognise as daddy long-legs.  The World 
Spider Catalog lists 16 species recorded from South Africa and it is so difficult to tell them apart with the 
naked eye we will stick to Smeringopus natalensis which is the one that shares our homes and outbuildings 
with us and is found in other sheltered places all across our country.   
 

 

 
Taking the body length of 7 – 9 mm, daddy long-legs spiders are 
medium sized although their long, spindly legs can give large specimens 
an impressive leg span, rivalling that of much heftier spiders. Males and 
females are approximately the same size although gravid females when 
full of eggs can look much bigger. The head region is flattish, discoid 
with a deep central pit with eight eyes are arranged in two sets of 3 
(triads) on either side towards the front of the carapace with two more 
eyes further forward.  (Diagram at left). 

  

The abdomen is longer than wide tapering slightly towards the rear.  The basic colouring is an almost 
translucent cream colour with dark patterning on both cephalothorax and abdomen.  The book lung 
coverings are yellow and very obvious.  The trade-mark long legs are much sturdier than they look and are 
useful in holding potentially dangerous prey at “arm’s length” so to speak until it can be safely bundled in 
silk.  In my home their main prey items seem to be small black ants and woodlice but they are not fussy and 
will take any invertebrate that happens by. 
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They build rather untidy-looking three-dimensional space webs of delicate silk, using both man-made and 
natural structures as frameworks under which to hang them. Webs consist of a convex sheet under which 
the spider hangs, with a network of silk lines above and below to monitor passing prey.   Some webs are 
decorated with fluffy balls of silk.  When they feel threatened daddy long-legs will stretch and flex their legs, 
bouncing and twirling under their webs so that they seem to blur which may confuse and disorientate 
predators and if their webs are destroyed and they have to make their escape, they run for shelter with a 
bouncy, elastic gait. 
     
 
Because female daddy long-legs spiders care for 
their eggs and the spiderlings once they hatch, 
only a small number of eggs are laid.  They are 
stuck together by a kind of natural glue and a few 
strands of silk and the egg mass is held in the 
female’s jaws till the young emerge (right). The 
tiny spiders then cluster onto mum’s head where 
they remain for a day or two (below right).  A 
close up look at this crowd of little spiders looks 
mostly like a mass of tiny translucent legs.   After a 
few days the spiderlings disperse and build their 
own small webs nearby. 
 

 

There is a legend that they are highly venomous 
but that their fangs are too small to pierce human 
skin.  Both statements are false, their fangs are 
small but can pierce human skin and their venom 
has almost no effect on people.  This I know from 
personal experience!   
 
Photo Credits:  
Very top left: © Astri Leroy. 
All other photos: © John Leroy 
 
Smeringopus eye pattern taken from African Spiders 
An Identification Manual- see reference below 
 

 

 
 
 
REFERENCES: 
World Spider Catalog (2014) World Spider Catalog Natural History Museum Bern, online at http://wsc.nmbe.ch, version 
15.5, accessed on 2014.10.01 
 
Dippenaar-Schoeman, A.S. & Jocqué, R. 1997 African Spiders, an identification manual Plant Protection Research 
Institute, Handbook 19, Agricultural Research Council Pretoria.  
 
Huber, B H 2012.  Revision and cladistic analysis of the Afrotropical endemic genus Smeringopus Simon, 1890 (Araneae: 
Pholcidae) (Zootaxa 3461) 
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TAXONOMY:  SWEEPING CHANGES IN SPIDER 

CLASSIFICATION 
 
By Joan Faiola 

 

 Left: Cheiracanthium furculatum female 

 
A revision of the Dionychan spiders was published by Martín J. Ramírez earlier this year.  The revision was 
based both on morphological and genetic (molecular, DNA) analysis. 
 
Roughly speaking, Dionychan spiders are a group of spiders having two tarsal claws, and claw tufts which 
enable them to walk on many types of surface, including glass.  World-wide, there are around 10 000 species 
in 17 families, including the familiar Salticidae (jumping spiders), the crab spiders Thomisidae, the 
Gnaphosidae, Clubionidae, etc.  Dionychan spiders are mainly (with a few exceptions) wanderers that do not 
make webs to catch prey.  
  
Sub-families in some families have been raised to family level.  This is how the changes affect South African 
spiders: 
 
The tracheline spiders, formerly in Corinnidae, are now raised to family level, Trachelidae.  The familiar 
genus Afroceto, along with  Cetonana, Fuchiba, Fuchibotulus, Patelloceto, Poachelas, Spinotrachelas, 
Thysanina and Trachelas, are now in Trachelidae.   
 

 
 
Above: trachelid photographed in Astri Leroy’s garage 
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Another sub-family in Corinnidae has been raised to family level – Phlurolithidae (a word I have a lot of 
trouble saying and spelling).  There is only one genus in South Africa, Orthobula. 
 
All that now remain in Corinnidae are the Castianeirinae and the Corinninae (Apochinomma, Austrophaea, 
Cambalida, Castianeira, Copa, Copuetta, Corinnomma, Echinax, Graptartia, Hortipes, Medmassa, Merenius, 
Messapus, Pronophaea and Vendaphaea.) 
 
The Eutichuridae have been raised to family level, and transferred out of Miturgidae. This includes the 
feared and maligned long-legged sac spider, Cheiracanthium furculatum, along with its congeners, and the 
genus Cheiramiona.  
  
The genus Lessertina has been transferred from Corinnidae to Eutichuridae. 
 
In South Africa there are now only two species remaining in Miturgidae, Voraptus affinis and Parapostenus 
hewitti. 
 
We have also lost a family, Zoridae, which in South Africa included only one doubtful species.  The previous 
members of this family have been transferred to Miturgidae, meaning that the family Zoridae has 
disappeared completely from the WSC. 
 
Photos by Astri Leroy. 
 
Reference:  
 

 
RAMÍREZ, M. 2014. The morphology and phylogeny of dionychan spiders (Araneae: Arameomorphae). 
Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 390: 1–374.  
 

And thanks and apologies to the SANSA Newsletter No. 21. 
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The Spider Club of Southern Africa  
www.spiderclub.co.za 

Diary 2014/15 

Please note:  All events are free to paid-up members and R50 per family for those who have not paid the 
annual subscription of R120. We will supply vials, magnifiers, plastic pill bottles and some other basic 
collecting equipment but please bring your own if you have as well as any reference books, a picnic lunch, 
adequate water, a hat and good walking shoes.      
 
 

KLIPRIVIERSBERG NATURE RESERVE ARACHNID SURVEY 
Summer 2014/15 
 
Joan Faiola, Paul Cowan and Morné Brits are carrying out a survey of the arachnids of Klipriviersberg Nature 
Reserve, and the survey has now been extended indefinitely, but will henceforth be conducted in a much 
more relaxed manner.  We are now homing in on the species we have missed so far, and will concentrate 
more on sweeping and beating than hitherto. 
 
Our next visit will be on 26th October 2014, at 8.30 am, and further visits will be advertised on our Facebook 
page. 
 
If you would like to join in our activities please contact Joan Faiola or Paul Cowan on info@spiderclub.co.za.  
We will then put you on our KNR mailing list. 
 
We will be holding sorting sessions for the Klipriviersberg project from time to time at short notice at Joan’s 
house.  Please contact us at info@spiderclub.co.za  if you are interested in attending and we can notify you 
when a session is arranged.  
 

 
DAY OUTING: MOGALE’S GATE Nature Reserve & Environmental Education Centre  
Sunday 12th October 2014 at 8.30 for 9.00 
 
Mogale’s Gate is a specialised environmental education centre situated on a beautiful game farm in the 
picturesque Magaliesburg area, Gauteng.   It is not open to the general public.  The habitat is mixed 
bushveld on the southern slopes of the Witwatersrand range, and the Hekpoortspruit originates on the 
reserve.  
Directions to Mogale’s Gate: 
 
From the N1 Highway take the Malibongwe turn off towards Lanseria Airport ( Hartebeestpoort dam R 512) 
at the onramp turn left  onto the N14 Highway (Pretoria/Krugersdorp highway) going west towards 
Krugersdorp.  The freeway ends at the big intersection and first robot at bottom of the Krugersdorp Hill. 
Turn right there staying on the N14 and proceed about 11.8 km to the intersection where N14 goes towards 
Ventersdorp.  At this intersection keep right on the R563. Pass Greensleeves on your left; proceed past the 
turnoff to Maropeng.  Stay on the R563, and 7.8 km from the Maropeng turnoff, at the bottom of the hill the 
gate to Mogale’s Gate is on your left.  Co-ordinates for gate -25.930801, 27.642586 or S25º55’50.884”/ 
E027º38’33.309”. 
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SANSA SPIDER OPEN DAY IN IRENE  
Saturday 1st November 2014 – all day from 9 am  
Irene Village Hall, Pioneer Road  
(GPS coordinates: S25°52’ 32.67’’S – E028°13’22.59’’) 
 
Prof. Ansie Dippenaar and the SANSA team have invited the Spider Club to exhibit at this event. 
   
Presently we are surveying the spiders of South Africa as part of the South African National Survey of 
Arachnida (SANSA). We would like to know: what we have; where they are; what do they do and whether 
they need protection. From a scientific point of view, these are questions that need to be answered, and it is 
for this reason that we would like to get the public involved when we start the first Spider Monitoring in 
Cities project (SMIC) in South Africa.  
   
To kick the survey off we will be having an open “Spider Day in Irene” to inform the public about spiders and 
the different activities of SANSA.   
 
The event is free and open to all, and we would encourage parents to bring the along their children. 
 

Activities: 
 

 How to photograph spiders by top macro-photographers 

 How to participate in SANSA and SANSA surveys 

 How to submit images to the SANSA Virtual Museum 

 Books, posters for sale and factsheets and newsletters on spiders as provided by the Spider Unit of 
the ARC-PPRI 

 Display of posters on activities and research presently undertaken by the SANSA teams 

 Displays of live spiders as well as art work related to spiders  

 Meet the Spider Club of Southern Africa 

 Microscopes to have a close up look 

 For the children a drawing/colouring in competition, with prizes 
 
Spider talks: 

 Prof Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman on the “Wonderful world of spiders” at 10.30 am 

 Peter Webb “Spiders presently known from Irene” at 11:30 am  
 

Tea and coffee will be served and all monies collected will go towards Spider research. 
 
If you require further information please contact  Peter Webb on peter@iconc.com  or call on 082 327 2090 

 

2015 
 
DAY OUTING NORTH OF PRETORIA 
Plot 69, Lusthof, Pretoria Rural off the R101 
Sunday 18th January 2015 – 8.30 for 9.00 
 
Lourens Botha has kindly invited us to visit his farm to check the arachnids found there, details and 
directions to follow. 
 

We will return to Lourens’ farm on 3rd May 2015 (8.30 for 9.00) 
-  for a follow up visit to see how the arachnid fauna changes with the seasons. 
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WALK IN THE WALTER SISULU NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN 
Malcolm Road, Poortview 
Saturday 7th February 2015 - 8.00 am to 1.00 pm 
 
Botanical Society members get free entry, but everyone else will have to pay the entry fee of R35 per adult - 
pensioners, disabled and bona fide students R25 scholars R12.  Visit the SANBI website: 
www.sanbi.org.za/gardens/walter-sisulu for directions and book at info@spiderclub.co.za 

 
WALK IN MORELETA KLOOF NATURE RESERVE 
Helios Street, Moreleta Park, Pretoria 
Sunday 8th March 2015 – 8.30 am to 1.00 pm 
 
We will join the Friends of Moreleta Kloof N.R. and will give the friends and City of Tshwane Nature 
Conservation a checklist of the arachnids we find.  Please book on info@spiderclub.co.za 

 
YEBO GOGGA 2015 AT WITS UNIVERSITY 
Oppenheimer Life Sciences Building 
13th to 17th May 2015 
 
The Spider Club returns to Yebo Gogga after taking a break in 2014. More details will be announced as 
information becomes available.  Set up will be on 11th or 12th May, and any help with this will be 
appreciated.  If you are free on the weekdays, perhaps you would like to help man the stand.  
 

THE GAUTENG OUTDOOR EXPO 
Friday 29th to Sunday 31st May 2015 
 
(Set up on 28th May). We will publish more details later. 
 

Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organised, sometimes at 
quite short notice.   We will attempt to give you fair warning and those who do not have access to e-mail 
will be sent a text message. 
 
Norman Larsen is at the Cape Union Mart Adventure Centre, Canal walk in Cape Town every Saturday 
between 11 am and 12 noon to demonstrate and talk about SPIDERS! 
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