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The above cartoon appeared in “It’s Our World Too”, William Collins Sons and Company Ltd ©World Wildlife
Fund 1978: ISBN 0004103300. This delightful book of cartoons by famous British cartoonists was published
to raise funds and awareness for wildlife. (The World Wildlife Fund is now called The World Wide Fund for
Nature.)
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About the Spider Club
The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation. Our aim is to encourage an interest in
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals
by all suitable means.
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee
member for information.
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from
time to time. A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter.

Our Mission Statement
“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience,

centred on spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.”

Contact Us
Committee
Treasurer

Jaco Le Roux

083 258 8969

jaco@spiderclub.co.za

Editor

Joan Faiola

082 565 6025

joan@spiderclub.co.za

Chairman by default

Astri Leroy

073 168 7187

info@spiders.co.za

Membership

Paul Cowan

082 773 5724

paul@spiderclub.co.za

PRO

Peet Van der Ark

071 609 5790

peetvda@vodamail.co.za

Secretary

Vanora Naude

076 217 8592

Vanora@webmail.co.za

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za

EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za
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After an amazing “Indian Summer” with invertebrates in general hanging on well into the start of June, we
are now into deep midwinter, at least on the Highveld. Two weeks ago I could be sure to find jumping
spiders and crab spiders lurking in the flowers of the yellow daisy bush waiting to pounce on unwary insects.
A male and female Leucauge festiva (masked vlei spiders) still inhabited the rosemary outside my office
door, their neat, more or less horizontal webs catching my eye each time I passed. The female disappeared
after making three egg cases which she hid amongst the rosemary leaves (I know where they are!) but the
male stayed too long in the open and yesterday morning I found him dangling in his web, frozen and dead.
It’s all a bit sad, but I suppose quite normal. I have high hopes of many, many beautiful vlei spiders to watch
next summer.
For several years I have been kind of jealous of Joan with her community of tropical tent-web spiders
(Cyrtophora citricola) grouped in their pretty webs around her front door and amongst the cycad leaves.
Now I have my own! A big pale female has her home in a young tree aloe. Interestingly, for lack of useful
leaves to decorate her web and to make herself a hiding place, she has collected bird droppings! Not as
aesthetically pleasing as leaves, but presumably just as useful. I am going to monitor how long she lives. I
believe that tropical tent-web spiders live for several years.
So with winter here, it is time to take stock and to look forward to next summer. For those of us who have
collected spiders during the past season it is time to sort and label the specimens, to file photos and such
like.
But spidering doesn’t stop because it is winter! We have two of the ever-popular sorting workshops
planned, one in July and one in August. If you really want to learn spider identification, remember to book
your place.

Yours arachnologically,

Astri
Photo in heading: Uloborus plumipes in web. Photo ©Astri Leroy. See her article on this interesting species
in this issue.
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Starting with the cover page, I have been thinking for some time about using one of the handful of spider
cartoons in the 1978 book It’s Our World Too. I love my copy of this little book, and I often pull it out to take
a look. It makes me both happy and sad at the same time. The forward is by Prince Philip, who warned that
many species of plants and animals were in danger of extinction. How much worse the situation must be
today! At last the politicians are waking up properly to the dangers of global warming. Hopefully it’s not too
late to save the natural treasures of this world, including our wonderful and essential arthropods, being our
spiders and insects, and indeed the world itself.
(The best cartoon of all in this little book is the Thelwell cartoon of stampeding zebras.)
In this issue we bring you up to date with the news of the Klipriviersberg survey. I am hoping that next time
we can publish articles on one or more of the other interesting surveys taking place in South Africa. Long
term surveys are proven to fill gaps in distribution, and it is important for managers of natural resources to
know what is present in their patches. Of course, at Klipriviersberg we would love to find new species of
arachnids, but that is not really the aim of a survey, however nice it would be to find them. The point is
KNOWING what you have, irrespective of what it is. There are at least two protected species in the
Klipriviersberg (Highveld Baboon Spider and Highveld Burrowing Scorpion), and as Gauteng as a whole is
under attack from rampant urbanization and land use change, it’s good to know there is a large area where
these species can carry on their lives undisturbed. But all the other species are important too.
We continue our series on House Spiders: this time the ubiquitous cosmopolitan feather-legged spider.
Please let us know if you have a house spider you wish us to feature in this series.
Lynette Rudman of Grahamstown spotted two tiny jumping spiders making war in her garden. We feature a
series of her excellent photos to bring the fight to you!

Yours in spidering

Joan
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Books
E-READER WOES
By Joan Faiola
Lately I have been reading books on my Samsung tablet, and for those who say they prefer to feel and turn
the pages, I say: there are so many benefits to reading electronically, like not having to force pages to stay
down, carrying loads of books on a journey without the weight and bulk, and reading more comfortably
when in bed or in bad light! As the owner of over 1500 books, I am not about to eschew real printed books,
however. I still love my old books and find it difficult to part with them or stop buying more.
Recently, Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman brought out her wonderful book, Field Guide to the Spiders of South
Africa, and you have the option to get the e-book too, from Kalahari. You need an Adobe log on for this, and
I found I could download books to my laptop without problems, but was unable to validate my Adobe log on
for e-books (although I could sign on to Adobe) from my tablet.
But I don’t want to read books on my laptop! I want to use my tablet! Grrr! Kalahari tried to help, but
failed. So at this stage I cannot download Ansie’s book. The whole point is to be able to take the tablet into
the bush and access the field guide without needing to carry the book with me.
I’ve got the Filmer/Larsen field guide on Kindle for tablet, but navigation is not that great. Naturally, I would
like to find out what it’s like to read a field guide on an e-Reader other than Kindle. If anyone has obtained
the electronic version of Ansie’s field guide and is reading it on a Gobii reader, tablet or iPad, please contact
me as I would like you to write a review of the experience of using the e-reader version of the field guide.
Likewise, any of you who are a bit more savvy than I am on loading stuff onto tablets can contact me to help
solve my problem, and end my misery!
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Event - 2014 Gauteng Outdoor Eco Adventure and Travel Expo Midrand
30th May to 1st June
Report by Mary-Ann Thomson
The Spider Club’s stand at the Gauteng Eco Outdoor Expo held at Waterfall Park looked fantastic. It was a
first for me and I was amazed at how much interest was shown by the general public. Astri did an awesome
job of making the stand look inviting, and there were several very interesting spiders and scorpions on
display, my favourite being the six eyed sand spider as I have never seen a live specimen. The violins,
widows and scorpions were quite the attraction but the rain spiders stole the show.

The most frequently asked question of the day was: “Are all spiders dangerous?” That the majority of
people were enormously surprised to learn that most are terribly, terribly, harmless shows how
misinformed people are. I don’t think that anyone rushed home to write “Ode to Idiopidae” but hopefully a
few deaths by deodorant have been prevented, some attitudes changed and most importantly interest
sparked in spiders and the Spider Club. It was wonderful to see the look on people’s faces (especially the
children) each time Peet took the golden brown baboon spider out of its tank, and watching someone
conquering their fear by holding one of the rain spiders or scorpions was absolutely priceless. One of the
children, who after several attempts finally held a rain spider, came back several times to see him and asked
me if spiders can love. I lied shamelessly.
There was also a very fascinating experiment that took place, by Astri, who purely in the name of scientific
research, gave an already disadvantaged rain spider (seven legged, so results may be skewed) some “if this
is dry white, I will eat my hat” wine. If you will excuse me anthropomorphising, the spider glugged it down,
waved its legs in the air like it just did not care and then had a lie down. The result of this experiment now
proves without doubt that any missing wine can be attributed to rain spiders.
It was 3.30pm, and an hour before pack up time, when Peet came to quite calmly inform Astri that one of
his scorpions has stung him. Astri calmly asked which one, to which Peet calmly replied “the Parabuthus
transvaalicus”. Astri’s dinner plate sized eyes were the cue to get Peet off to the hospital. Lucky for him, it
was more spray than sting, so after having his vitals monitored for a few hours and a lecture from Astri on
why one should not handle venomous scorpions, it was time to go home.
I had an absolutely wonderful day and am looking forward to the next one. Just one question. Do rain
spiders have hangovers?
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Weekend Event Ezemvelo BioBlitz 11 – 14th April 2014
Report by Joan Faiola
(Adapted from report in SANSA News No. 20 May 2014, available from ARC website)

In February Robin Lyle and Astri Leroy discussed the idea of Ezemvelo Nature Reserve near Bronkhorstspruit
as a venue for a BioBlitz, and the event became part of the SANSA grassland project.
Ezemvelo Nature Reserve is described as Bankenveld, the transition ecotone between the grassland and
savanna biomes. The reserve is one of the biggest unspoilt grasslands left in South Africa. The clear waters of
the Wilge River cut through the reserve, forming beautiful gorges and valleys. The bushy river valleys and
sweeping grasslands are home to extensive animal and birdlife.
Driving into Ezemvelo was an adventure in itself, since the recent heavy rains had all but destroyed the road
system within the reserve, and in places the road had completely collapsed to form dongas.
Spider Club people who took part were Joan Faiola and Jean-Pierre (JP) Schutte assisted by that perennial
arachnophobe, Alison Hanson, who incidentally is very good at spotting unusual spiders, though for this
event Alison concentrated on birding and let us get on with the spiders. Unfortunately, Astri Leroy had to
pull out because her husband had major knee surgery a few days before the event. The SCSA members
stayed in the very adequate campsite, while the ARC contingent stayed in one of the small chalets (Legae).
ARC-PPRI was represented by Robin Lyle and Petro Marais with Peter Webb, a photographer whose own
spider project is a grassland patch in Irene. On Saturday Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman and Vida van der Walt
(of jumping spider photography fame) came through to Ezemvelo for the day.
From the SANSA database 31 spp. of spiders were known before the survey. With all the sweeping and
beating material from the weekend sorted and identified, the number of species has increased to 120. A
total of 45 species (more than 500 images) were photographed and will be available on the Virtual Museum.
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The scientists report the following interesting findings:


The burrow-dwelling behaviour of Ocyale and especially the trapdoor structure.



A very high number of orb-web spiders, especially Kilima decens and Neoscona moreli. They make
their orb-webs in the grass late in the afternoon and the birds come in to feed on them.



Possibly a new species of Mimetidae.



First record of a male thomisid of the genus Stipropella. They were sampled hanging from the grass,
resembling ticks.

We are very interested in comparing the results of this survey with the Klipriviersberg survey, as the latter is
also considered to be Bankenveld. However, Ezemvelo is not over-grazed, which Klipriviersberg is.

Contact Robin LyleR@arc.agric.za) or Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman (DippenaarA@arc.agric.za) if you would
like more information about the SANSA Grasslands Project.
If you would like to visit Ezemvelo, you can find more information on this beautiful reserve at
http://www.ezemvelo.co.za/
Photo credit:

Ezemvelo landscape © Joan Faiola
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HOUSE SPIDERS
The third in our series of articles on interesting spiders found in homes in South Africa. Articles
in this series will be placed on our website after publication in the newsletter.

Feather-legged Spiders - Uloborus plumipes
By Astri Leroy
Is the feather-legged spider, Uloborus plumipes taking over the world?
In the “Field Guide to the Spiders of South Africa” it is called a hackled mesh-web spider.
Our feather-legged spiders Uloborus plumipes are members of the family Uloboridae, known as hackled orbweb spiders. There 77 other species of Uloborus around the world but we only have three named species in
South Africa, U. plumipes, U. palanipedius and U. walckenaerius. The whole family Uloboridae in this
country needs to be revised, so there may be more.

These are strange looking little spiders with a body length not exceeding 6 mm, a humped abdomen with
two distinct tubercles dorsally, and a very long pair of front legs decorated with feather-like brushes of setae
(hairs). Leg pairs 2 and 3 are short and the 4th pair of legs quite long. Males and females are about the same
size but males have much slimmer abdomens and less prominent leg brushes. Colouring varies between
individuals, usually mottled grey and/or light brown, sometimes creamy coloured. Egg sacs are creamy grey
and look a bit like flattened, long-shaped stars. Females typically hold them with their front legs along the
same axis as their bodies. Approximately 100 young will emerge from a typical egg sac.

The strong front legs can be clearly seen in this photo
by Karel De Bont

Uloborus plumipes has a wide natural distribution across the Old World and is an introduced species in
Argentina. That said they behave in my garden like an invasive alien species, multiplying at a great rate and
apparently outcompeting such spiders as the common daddy long-legs Smeringopus natalensis and a species
of Achaearanea in the family Theridiidae which is said to prey upon other spiders, but I have seen Uloborus
plumipes stalking, catching, wrapping and consuming these little theridiids.
Some creatures thrive in urban environments Uloborus plumipes is one of them. In this country they are
found both indoors and out but they cannot tolerate really cold weather so in cold climates they have found
their way indoors and are common in heated greenhouses where the temperature is never allowed to fall
below zero. In the United Kingdom they are often called “garden centre spiders” because of this. They
seem to me to be the ultimate colonisers, moving with us and taking advantage of any suitable niche. They
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have certainly taken over my garden, garage, stoep, bathroom, etc., if not the world! My conclusion is that
these little feather-legged spiders simply out-compete their rivals by producing huge numbers of offspring
all year round.

Above L: U. plumipes female ventral view

Above right: U. plumipes female with egg sac
Both photos: © Astri Leroy

Their webs are sometimes rather untidy-looking, seldom entirely symmetrical, not-quite-classical orb-webs
built to fit their surroundings. The web may be decorated with stabilimenta in a variety of shapes, often as
a band of thicker silk across the hub. Unlike the webs of many spiders the silk of the capture strands does
not have sticky droplets. Instead they consist of many tiny filaments fluffed out into cloud of very fine silk
into a hackled band. Members of the family Uloboridae are not the only family of spider that produces this
silk. Several other spider families possess the equipment to do so - a cribellum and a calamistrum. The
cribellum is a plate, or paired plates forward from the spinnerets with thousands of tiny spigots through
which very fine silk filaments less than .05 micron in diameter are extruded. This multitude of filaments is
fluffed together by a comb or brush-like organ on the metatarsus of the 4th pair of legs called a calamistrum.
Under microscopic scrutiny the myriad tiny strands all teased together can be seen to look almost like
strands of spun sugar. This is called cribellate silk. The frizzy texture without the use of adhesive droplets
efficiently traps insects like a tiny barbed wire entanglement. The more the trapped insect struggles, the
more it becomes entangled.
Another peculiarity of this family of spiders is that they that they possess no venom glands. So how do these
small spider capture, kill and consume their prey? The cribellate silk is a very efficient trap and once an
insect is stuck in it the little spiders bind their prey very tightly in silk, so that it cannot move, they then spit
digestive juices onto it and lick up the resulting insect “soup”. So are their digestive juices similar to venom?
I have tried to find out but could find no special references to suggest this.
References:
W.G. Eberhard, 1979. Persistent stickiness of cribellate silk. JOA 8:283.
A.S. Dippenaar-Schoeman, 2014. Field Guide to the Spiders of South Africa. Lapa publishers.
South African National Survey of Arachnida Technical Report 2010 version 1
A.S. Dippenaar-Schoeman, C.R. Haddad, S. Foord, R. Lyle, L. Lotz, L. Helberg, S.
Mathebula A. van den Berg, P. Marais, A.M. van den Berg, E. Van Niekerk & R. Jocqué, 2010. First Atlas of
Spiders of South Africa (Arachnida: Araneae). Revised 2014. South African National Survey of Arachnida
Technical Report 2010.
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KLIPRIVIERSBERG SURVEY UPDATE JUNE 2014
Text and Photos by Joan Faiola

The KNR project started in September 2012.
As of the beginning of June 2014, the KNR survey has been running for 21 months, and we have just
dismantled our last 11 pitfall traps (which included a trial ramp-type pitfall trap), and the last two bark traps.
I presented a preliminary report on the survey at the Colloquium earlier this year (see March 2014
Newsletter). At the Colloquium the survey was discussed with the scientists in attendance, and we received
valuable advice. The first recommendation was that we move away from pitfall trap collection, and
concentrate on the other methods, which suffered because of the intensive nature of the task of servicing
40 pitfall traps every two weeks throughout summer, and the often difficult terrain at the pit trap sites. The
second recommendation was that we keep the survey ongoing, instead of ending it in August this year. We
have decided to continue with the project indefinitely, but will probably visit less frequently than hitherto,
making the project more relaxed and enjoyable.
Earlier this year, Vanora Naude joined the core team of Paul Cowan, Morné Brits and Joan Faiola as a regular
member, and Jean-Pierre Schutte has also recently joined the team. Both Vanora and JP are skilled at
collecting specimens by hand and sweep net, and are already making a valuable contribution.
Next summer, we will place an array of pitfall traps (possibly of the ramp trap type to avoid flooding of the
traps) in the “wetland” area, as that is a habitat that we have not covered, although we did spend one
morning there in May, collecting by beating, sweep-netting and by hand. The wetland is accessible by foot
from the main entrance, so servicing the traps will not be as time-consuming as at some of the other farflung sites. Initially we will put down five traps for a period of four weeks. If the initial results are promising,
we will continue for the duration of summer. We would expect to find species that like “getting their feet
wet”, so we should find species that we have not collected hitherto.
The KNR team does preliminary cleaning and sorting of specimens, and they are then handed over to ARC
for ID revision or confirmation. The first 580 specimen records have been sent to Prof. Ansie Dippenaar for
checking, and we have a few preliminary results. (The salticids have been sent to Charles Haddad for ID). So
far we have specimens identified from 26 families. Ansie has started compiling an illustrated guide for the
reserve, which will be a useful document for the nature association and reserve management.
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A further 400+ specimen records have now been submitted, and we plan to do some more sorting at the
ARC workshops in July and August.
The highest count for a single species has been for the orange lungless spider, Caponiidae: Caponia
spirulifera, which was a huge surprise for us all, because caponiids are not usually found in abundance. The
wolf spiders (Lycosidae) have not been completely sorted, but we have already established that there are at
least four Hogna species present in the reserve. Gnaphosids are the most abundant ground-dwelling family,
and we have so far identified specimens from eight genera.

Caponia spiralifera our single most collected species.

Gravid scorpion spider Platyoides walteri

We have also found one species of harvestman (Opiliones: Rhampsinitus sp), and apparently one species of
pseudoscorpion (Pseudoscorpiones). The harvestman was identified by Leon Lotz of the South African
Museum in Bloemfontein. The pseudoscorpions collected will probably also go to Bloemfontein, to JanAndries Neethling, who is currently doing a Masters on pseudoscorpions at UFS.
So far we have collected two species of scorpions – the burrowing scorpion Opistophthalmus pugnax,
collected as dead specimens in pit traps, and the small buthid Uroplectes triangulifer. Although
Pseudolychas is common around Johannesburg, we have not found any in the reserve. Morné Brits has
been informed independently by at least three people that the flat rock scorpion Hadogenes gunningi occurs
in the greater Klipriviersberg area, even though we have been informed by scorpion experts that we will
probably not find it in the reserve. Nonetheless, we are planning to search actively for this protected
species.
Left: Tangle of baby Uroplectes triangulifer
On their mother’s back

Morné Brits joined us on that first morning in September 2012, little knowing that he was to become an
indispensable and innovative member of the team. He has guided us in learning about the reserve, found all
the collection sites that we have sampled, and contributed in many different ways to the project’s success.
We all thank him for his many contributions.
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Morné was instrumental in introducing bark traps to the survey, and also designed the prototype ramp trap.
His notes on these two methods are given below this article. Although we currently have no bark traps we
will certainly be utilizing them again in the future.
Thanks also go to ARC-PPRI especially Ansie Dippenaar and Robin Lyle for their assistance and support, to
Joburg Parks for permission to collect, and to the entire team, who have contributed so much to the
project’s success – we have gone far together.

KLIPRIVIERSBERG COLLECTION NOTES
By Morné Brits
1. BARK TRAPS
We’ve been putting two bark traps each at the pitfall trap sites since early 2013. These have netted a
number of species that we would likely not collect by other means.
Our first design for these traps was with fine bubble wrap with 5mm bubbles, ~300mm wide and covered
with thin black plastic sheeting. The second design was also with 5mm bubble wrap, lined with thick plastic
and covered with a thin plastic sheeting ~15cm wide.
We varied the height and angle of branch/trunk of the trees we attached the bark traps to. We collected
more specimens from traps placed near the ground. Collecting from horizontal branches makes collecting
without losing too many escapees is easier than from vertical branches. Smooth-barked tree species
produce similar results in species abundance, with some variation in species, when compared to coarse
barked trees (the one exception being the Highveld Cabbage Tree (Cussonia paniculata), which yielded
nearly no specimens). Coarse-barked trees tended to have more specimens that created silk retreats in the
bark, rather than on the bubble-wrap, which then requires some tricky collection by hand.
The servicing of the bark traps was
initially done every two weeks; after
some experimentation it was found
that bark traps yielded better results
if they were serviced every four
weeks (or longer). Some additional
experimentation with bark traps
might still yield additional species
not yet collected. This will require
some redesign of the bark traps (e.g.
the use of bigger bubbled bubble
wrap) and variation on other
trapping methodologies (e.g. tree
types, height of trapping and
diameter and angle of branches
used).
Photo right: preparing to collect
specimens from a bark trap Photo: ©J.
Faiola
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2. THE PROTOTYPE RAMP TRAP
Our first prototype ramp trap was made using the top end of an old pool float (~350mm in diameter), which
allowed for an all-round 360 degree ramp. The top access and funnel was covered with a raised roof to keep
rainwater out. This design varies from other designs shown on the internet in that these have two access
ramps on either side of the funnel, covering up to 180 degrees. The latter is probably more suited to traps
where sheeting is used to guide ground dwelling species into the funnels, but the design prototype might be
more suited to ‘open’ trapping where guides might create higher visibility of the traps, leading to more
vandalism.

The prototype ramp trap is seemingly netting a
lower number of species and might require
some design alterations if it is to be used again.
(However, this type of trap has only been used
at Site 7, where the normal traps have also
under-performed.) At least some studies
elsewhere have shown higher collection yields
in diversity using ramp traps rather than the
original pit traps and the KNR should be no
different. Ramp traps are also preferable in
wetland areas where flooding of pit traps are
more likely.

ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOUR OBSERVED IN BENOITIA SP. (AGELENIDAE) AT
KLIPRIVIERSBERG NR
By Joan Faiola
The pit traps at site 7, Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve, have been a little disappointing when compared to the
results from our other pit trap sites. But we have recently observed behaviour not seen elsewhere in the
reserve.
On 1st June we found that funnel web spiders Agelenidae: Benoitia sp. had adapted the funnel of the pitfall
for their own use. Three spiders had built their funnel webs using the funnels (out of eleven pit traps).
Morné Brits reported two other such webs at the previous collection a few weeks previously. Amazingly,
the spiders waited in the narrow part of the plastic funnel, just above the alcohol level.
How do such small animals, allegedly devoid of intelligence, converge in adaptive behaviour over a period of
one month to display identical adaptation to a man-made object? An almost simultaneous realization by
five individuals that the pit trap funnel would be a good place to build a web is staggering. An example of
collective consciousness?
We generally do not collect agelenids from the pit traps, but the last collection revealed a number of
individuals that had fallen into the alcohol in the trap. We surmise that these spiders were also planning to
use the pit trap funnels for their webs, but were less fortunate because they fell in!
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Above left: plastic funnel in pit trap, complete with
funnel web. Photo ©J. Faiola

Above right: One of the Benoitia sp. recovered from a pit
trap funnel web. Photo ©J. Faiola

Anyone who has seen an agelenid emerge from its funnel to chase down prey will know how fast these
spiders move over their webs. Unfortunate prey that wandered into the trap would be caught by the
agelenid, who would not have to work as hard as usual to catch its meal.
The agelenids at site 7 usually make their funnel webs near rocks, with an escape route at the end of the
funnel. In pit traps, when in danger the spiders have no way to make an escape except upwards, because
the normal route would land them in alcohol.

ADDITIONAL NOTE BY Morné Brits
Maybe an alternate take on why the Benoitia spiders moved into the funnel traps. My understanding of
funnel-web spiders, are that they are largely sedentary and will occupy the same web for an extended
period of time (enlarging it over time). ‘Perfect’ rocks and burrows for use are probably at a premium and
spiders will occupy the best ones for as long as possible. Abandoning an existing funnel (in my opinion) will
only happen as a last resort and would be due to environmental pressures. In this instance it might be the
drying-up of the food source as less and less insects/prey species are active and move across the severely
degraded and overgrazed grassland. This mass migration would then be in an attempt to move to a more
prey abundant area in what I would imagine is a random direction and over a short space until an alternate
suitable web-building site is found. I think our pits and funnels provide suitable habitat, similar enough to
this species’ natural web-building sites, that they were occupied by the spiders looking for greener pastures.

Spider Club News June 2014

P A G E 16

EPIC JUMPING SPIDER BATTLE
Photos and story By Lynette Rudman
This series of photos shows two male jumping spiders Baryphas ahenus fighting on an Agapanthus plant. I
took these photos in my garden in Grahamstown, on the 7th May 2014, at about 5.00pm.

The Protagonists:
Left: Spider 1, who is
a little larger than
Spider 2.
Right: Spider 2
sitting on a leaf.

Above Left: Spider 2 spots Spider 1

Above right: Spider 1 sees Spider 2 and
reaches for the leaf that Spider 2 is sitting on.

Left: After sizing up the opposition, Spider 1
jumps onto the leaf and approaches Spider 2.
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Above (l): The fight begins

Above (R): The fight continues.

Above (L): Spider 2 drops off the leaf and triumphant Spider
1 is left on the leaf.

Above (R): Spider 1 peeps down at the
defeated Spider 2.

Spider Club News June 2014

P A G E 18

The Spider Club of Southern Africa
www.spiderclub.co.za

Diary 2014
KLIPRIVIERSBERG NATURE RESERVE ARACHNID SURVEY
Every 4th Sunday throughout Winter
Joan Faiola, Paul Cowan and Morné Brits are carrying out a two year survey of the arachnids of
Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve. This is a huge undertaking and they have asked for the help of Spider Club
members with sorting and identifying the specimens. This is one of the best ways to learn how to identify
spiders. They would also like help with collecting on Sundays once a month through winter. Provisional
dates for the rest of winter are:

29.06.2014 9 am
27.07.2014 9 am
24.08.2014 9 am

If you can make any of those dates please contact Joan Faiola or Paul Cowan on info@spiderclub.co.za. .
Each visit will be advertised on Facebook, but you can contact Paul or Joan to confirm visit dates, if you want
to join us.
We will be holding sorting sessions for the Klipriviersberg project from time to time at short notice at Joan’s
house. Please contact us at info@spiderclub.co.za if you are interested in attending and we can notify you
when a session is arranged.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: NESTLE CENTRE, Walter Sisulu National Botanical
Garden, Poortview, Roodepoort
Sunday 22nd June 2014 at 11.30 for 12 noon
Please bring your own meat to braai and your own drinks. The club will provide a fire, salads, rolls, pap en
sous, tea, coffee etc., and we will have a presentation by Tim Zedi of the West Rand Herpetological Society.
It is a great social occasion to meet up with other spider people.
Peter Webb, the major photographer in Prof. Ansie Dippenaar’ s Field Guide to Spiders of South Africa will
be giving an illustrated talk to members of the Botanical Society at 9 a.m. in the Imbizo Centre at the Walter
Sisulu National Botanical Garden. If you would like to combine this with attendance at the Spider Cub AG,
please contact Ella Roberts on cell 082 093-7826 or e-mail ella@taph.co.za
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IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS AT ARC-PPRI Roodeplaat
12th July and 23rd August 2014
There will be the ever popular spider sorting and identification workshops at the Roodeplaat campus of The
Plant Protection Research Institute. Both dates are Saturdays and times are from 9 am to 4 pm. We work
with microscopes and identification keys with the help of Robin and Petro and tea/coffee and a light lunch
are provided. It is a wonderful opportunity to hone your identification skills and you can take your own
specimens along for confirmation. There is no charge but booking essential for catering purposes. Please
book with Vanora Naude at info@spiderclub.co.za or phone her on 076 217 8592.

Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organised, sometimes at
quite short notice. We will attempt to give you fair warning and those who do not have access to e-mail
will be sent a text message.
Norman Larsen is at the Cape Union Mart Adventure Centre, Canal walk in Cape Town every Saturday
between 11 am and 12 noon to demonstrate and talk about SPIDERS!
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