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This web-fence was made by a spider in the Amazon!  An American student found these structures when 
doing field work.  No one understood what the purpose of the structure was until finally the mystery was 
solved when spiderlings were seen emerging from each one.  Spiders will never cease to amaze and enthrall 
us with the variety of their forms and activities. 
 
Read about this at: http://www.livescience.com/42315-amazon-web-tower-mystery-solved.html 
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About the Spider Club 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in 
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals 
by all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee 
member for information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from 
time to time.  A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience,  

centred on spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

Contact Us 

Committee  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969     jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Editor    Joan Faiola    082 565 6025    joan@spiderclub.co.za 

Chairman by default Astri Leroy     073 168 7187   info@spiders.co.za 

Membership   Paul Cowan   082 773 5724     paul@spiderclub.co.za 

    

PRO   Peet Van der Ark 071 609 5790  peetvda@vodamail.co.za 
 
Secretary  Vanora Naude  082 926 5364  Vanora@webmail.co.za 

 
 
WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

 

 

…. At the Spider Club of Southern 
Africa page 
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Last week we visited the far northern KwaZulu/Natal coast and I was 
looking forward to a feast of fascinating invertebrates.   However I am 
still in a state of shock, insects and other invertebrates were scarce, I 
couldn’t believe it!  I have fond memories of lying in a bath in the 
ablution block counting literally hundreds of insects on the bathroom 
ceiling.  Not any more - light pollution and insecticides are some of the 
obvious culprits for this alarming decline along with shrinking natural 
areas and you know that they say, the world as we know it cannot 
survive without invertebrates.  The sea temperatures of between 
25°and 27° are the highest I have experienced and the local divers tell 
us that the numbers and diversity of reef fish are taking a nose dive.  I 
am now utterly convinced we are killing our own life support system.  
In February Lourens Botha, who lives somewhere near Hammanskraal, 
north of Pretoria, joined us at Klipriviersberg for the sleep-over and he 
kept commenting how comparatively few insects came to the lights at 
night at Klipriviersberg.   Light pollution again?  Makes you think, 
doesn’t it? 

 

However, all is not doom and gloom.  For the last few mornings I have been thrilled to see my whole garden 
decked in spider silk and little webs everywhere.  A fine Leucauge festiva has built her web in the rosemary 
near my office door and this evening I saw that a male has come to court her.  May they be happy and 
multiply!  Our resident Neoscona triangula has produced several egg sacs and her offspring are already 
decimating the population of tiny pumpkin flies.  
 
In this edition you will see reports of the 11th AFRAS Colloquium which took place in the Free State in 
January.  If you look at the AFRAS website you will see that the AFRICAN ARACHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
(AFRAS) is a scientific society devoted to the study of spiders, scorpions and other arachnids in Africa. 
Initiated in 1986 in Pretoria it was first called "The Research Group for the Study of African Arachnida", 
RGSAA a rather clumsy name.  Ten years later at the 5th Colloquium held at Klein Kariba a decision was taken 
to change the name and it became the African Arachnological Society, AFRAS.  Let me tell you how this 
happened.  Many discussions and suggestions for a new name were made but we could not agree.  After 
dinner one cold and rainy night the company retired to the hot pool to keep warm and lubricated with fine 
wine, the suggestions kept coming. Society for African Arachnology SAA  - an airline – was discarded as was 
SAS – another airline – no-one liked AAS, nor ASA,  then Rudy Jocqué raised both hands in what has become 
the AFRAS salute and declared, “I have it” African Arachnological Society, AFRAS!   So the hot pool at Klein 
Kariba was the birthplace of AFRAS.   On the 7th March this year the Bela-Bela dam wall broke, lives were lost 
and the resort was devastated.  The hot pool, birthplace of AFRAS, is no more.  Sic transit gloria mundi or 
something. 
 
 
 
Yours arachnologically, 
 

Astri                                                                 
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For once I did not have too much trouble finding material for this issue:  Ruan Lambrechts offered to write 
something about baboon spiders – HIS subject, which he knows so well.  Heide Davel was engaged to write 
about the Colloquium, which took place in January.  She also had the great idea of including Rudy Jocqué’s 
customary “I had a Dream” speech, given whenever he attends the Colloquium, at the gala dinner, and she 
obtained his permission to let us publish it.  As usual, he was very entertaining, and I hope you enjoy the 
speech as much as we did.   
 
Last year Heide wrote a very special piece about her patch in the Eastern Cape, and I asked her to write 
something else for us.  Her writing style is unusual and most entertaining.  Not just dry stuff about spiders!   
I hope you enjoy her new piece on spidering in the Waterberg.  Heide informed me that she will be moving 
back to the Cape sometime this year.  Our loss and their gain!  But I hope Heide stays in touch with us. 
 
Astri continues the House Spider series with Flatties – Selenopidae. 
 
The indefatigable Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman has published three books in the last year, and we review the 
two latest in this issue.  The Field Guide to Spiders of South Africa features one or two of my photos, so I feel 
very honoured. 
 
Yours in spidering 
 

Joan  

 
 

Thomisidae:Tmarus cameliformis – crab spider found in a bark trap at Klipriviersberg. 

Photo: © Joan Faiola 
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Books  

SOUTH AFRICAN SPIDER BOOK BONANZA 

 
2013/2014 saw the publication of some more books written by the industrious Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman, 
some in collaboration with two fine South African arachnologists, Stefan Foord and Charles Haddad.  At the 
AFRAS Colloquium in January, Rudy Jocqué launched the book Spiders of the Grassland Biome (Ansie 
Dippenaar-Schoeman and Charles Haddad) with the statement that South Africa is in the Guinness Book of 
Records for having the most books on Spiders.  I have not checked out the veracity of this statement, but it 
could very well be true!   
 
Ansie’s latest book Field Guide to the Spiders of South Africa was published too late to be launched at the 
Colloquium, and came out in February.   Postings on our Facebook page show that the Field Guide has been 
very well received.  Its publication overshadows the Grassland book, which is unfortunate, because that 
book is also a excellent and useful. 
 
Both of these new books are reviewed below.  
 
  

FIELD GUIDE TO THE SPIDERS OF SOUTH AFRICA  

- Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman: 2014.  Lapa Publishers, Pretoria.  ISBN 978-0-79936018, 432 pages, 
soft cover, lavishly illustrated in colour 
 
Also available as an eBook from Kalahari.com. 
 

Review by Astri Leroy 
 
At last!  This is the book we have all been waiting for.  Once you 
have a copy you will be able to do your own identifications.  
What a work, what a book, what photos!  It’s the book that 
should solve 90% of spider field identification problems. It is an 
absolute MUST for all nature enthusiasts, game guides, libraries 
of both public and private game and nature reserves, 
bookshops and National Botanical Gardens around the country - 
in fact anyone with an interest in the smaller denizens of our 
veld.   It is sure to become absolutely indispensable to us spider 
people.  I keep my copy right beside my computer and have 
found it endlessly useful. 
 
Seventy spider families are covered, 370 major genera and 860 
of the more common species are shown with descriptions and 
illustrations and more than 2000 colour photographs by many 
photographers.  Special mention must go to Peter Webb who 
has crisscrossed the country to get shots of uncommon spiders.  
Ansie was very rushed to finish this book and some minor 
grammatical glitches and spelling errors crept into the script, 
but and I am sure she will correct these when she does a 
revision. 

 
 

  



  

Spider Club News March 2014 P A G E  7 

 
 
 
 

SPIDERS OF THE GRASSLAND BIOME   

- Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman and Charles Haddad 2014: Plant 
Protection Research Institute Handbook No. 19, Agricultural 
Research Council, Pretoria 2014.  ISBN 13-978-1-86849-429-3.  
122 pages, soft cover. 
 

Review by Nicolette Josling 
 

 
 
 
For anyone and everyone interested in spiders, especially if, like me, you are not an expert on spiders, I can 
greatly recommend this new book by Professor Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman and Dr Charles Haddad.   
 
The whole book is arranged according to five main guilds: Free-living plant dwellers, Plant web dwellers, 
Free-living ground dwellers, Burrow dwellers and Ground web dwellers.  What makes this book different to 
others is that each guild starts with a ‘Quick Key’ section for easy reference, listing all the families found 
within the guilds of the Grassland Biome. Each quick key family not only has a photograph of a commonly 
found spider within that family but gives average size and dimorphism, habitat preferences, number of eyes 
and their arrangement, as well as other information accompanied by a characteristic line drawing to assist in 
identification. 
 
 A glossary at the back of the book makes it easy to understand  the scientific terms, and the detailed 
chapter on the collecting of spiders is a must read for anyone wishing to collect for photographing only, or is 
new at collecting for survey purposes.  
 
As with the first books published in the series of the spiders of the different biomes found in South Africa, 
this book once again does not fail in giving excellent and colourful images on each page, enabling the reader 
to recognize the genera or species, egg sacs, retreats and webs; making this book a must buy for all spider 
enthusiasts and those who would like to enrich their knowledge of spiders in general. 
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Report on the 11th Colloquium of the African Arachnological 
Society of South Africa – January 2014 
 

by Heide Davel 

 
During the road trip to Bloemfontein, Joan and I stopped at a dam where we watched a flock of Greater 
Flamingos, Pied Avocets, and Black-winged Stilts. 
 
We were chatting non-stop and missed almost every turn off because we weren’t listening to our GPS’s (yes, 
we had TWO and we still got lost!). Arriving at Amanzi Game Reserve, we settled in at the dorms.  Joan and I 
were the only females in a dormitory with 6 rooms and 8 beds per room! Not to mention having split the 
massive bathroom into two, we each had 4 showers and 3 loos.  Not bad for R100 per night, ha!  I 
accidentally met the first people by walking into a thorn bush.  I must have seemed quite a spectacle trying 
to free myself, and the couple helped to untangle me. Embarrassing!  We regrouped at reception for the 
meet and greet and welcoming dinner.  I didn’t know anybody there except for Joan Faiola, Astri and John 
Leroy, Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman, Robin Lyle and Petro Marais.  Unfortunately, Vida van der Walt and 
Galina Azarkina weren’t able to attend the Colloquium, much to everyone’s disappointment.  About half of 
the people attending the colloquium were photographers and non-professional arachnologists. 
 
The first two days at Amanzi were jam packed with paper and poster presentations.  I am not going to 
repeat the program parrot-style;  I will however relay some of the highlights. The Monday afternoon was 
mainly devoted to a red listing exercise facilitated by Domitilla Raimondo and Theresa Sethusa from SANBI.  
After the successful launch of the butterfly red list, spiders will be the second invertebrate group receiving 
such a treatment.  This is an international first for spiders and the first attempt at listing a mega-diverse 
group in the country.  Amazingly all known spider species in South Africa (> 2000) will be listed. The starting 
point is the spider atlas released under the leadership of Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman in 2010. This atlas is 
constantly reviewed based on a species’ rarity, distribution range and taxonomic status.  All the species will 
first of all start off as least concern, but during the workshop on the Monday we could develop compelling 
narratives for some of the species that are critically endangered, extinct in the wild, endangered and 
vulnerable.  Not only will this raise awareness of spiders in the public domain, but also institutionally 
mandate their conservation.  
 
 The presentations included a remarkable range of taxonomic papers that were reviews of Corinnidae 
(Charles Haddad), Zodariidae (Rudi Jocqué and Arnaud Hernaud), Idiopidae (Robin Lyle), and the genus 
Festucula (Galina Azarkina). Spider ecology saw talks by Stefan Foord (monitoring spiders in Fynbos), Charles 
Haddad and Vivian Uys (spider ecology of Amanzi Game Reserve) and Mokgadi Modiba (Polokwane Nature 
Reserve).  There were several very interesting contributions by photographers, e.g. my poster presentation 
was a photographic study on the spiders of the Tafelkop Game Reserve.  The aim was to spark an interest in 
spiders in the Waterberg.  Most of the sampling was conducted during June-July and December 2013, and 
January 2014 and focused on two typical habitats in the area: deep, sandy bushveld and riparian bush. 
Photographs of each spider encountered was identified and accompanied by GPS coordinates, dates, size, 
sex, and microhabitats.  To date more than 20 families have been collected and photographed, with multiple 
species photographed from several families.  The Oxyopidae was the most frequently sampled family, and 
seems to be well represented in the reserve.  Remarkably, Tafelkop is only the fourth known locality of the 
recently described baboon spider, Pterinochilus lapalala. John Leroy’s film clip of rain spiders mating was 
amazing – the role of several apophyses on the male and female in the copulation process became evident; 
this was particularly helpful after Yuri Marusik’s in depth analysis of the evolution of copulatory organs.  All 
those bumps and cavities actually do have a purpose!! 
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The Russian party was a total blast!  It was fascinating to experience another culture’s traditional food and 
drink.  I am going to be honest; the fishies weren’t exactly my cup of tea, but most of the people were 
digging into salmon caviar and dried fish of all shapes and sizes.  Wednesday was our day off for exploring 
and collecting, and I spent the morning hiking the “koppie” behind the female dorms.  During the afternoon 
there was a microscope for viewing specimens, and several people were out collecting spiders for the “catch 
of the day” competition (which turned out to be a first record of a Theridiosomatidae species, found by Rudy 
Jocqué).  Some of the photographers (in this case, Peter Webb, Joan Faiola, Arnaud Henrard and myself) 
were crawling around trying to find the perfect angle to photograph their subjects (one of which was a 
beautiful Caerostris). The evening of the formal dinner was very relaxed.  After the prize giving and as 
tradition would have it, Rudy Jocqué announced that he had a dream, Here it is. 
 

The dream of the 11th AFRAS Colloquium at Amanzi (January 2014) – by Rudy 
Jocqué: 
 
“This dream, like so often, was absurd. It was a terrible adventure and not recommended for 

imitation.  It started with me panicking because I was lying on a web in the open.  

 

To understand why that was so scary, I must tell you what happened before. It did not happen in 

the dream itself but it was part of the ‘evident knowledge’ that is often part of a dream. 

  

I had passed a long period in a confined space with my parents until they told me:  “boy we have 

passed our entire lives here in this space, but you, lucky bastard, will have the possibility to travel! 

We gave you only half of our genes. Take good care of them because when they are harmed, your 

children will have a miserable life.”  That put a heavy load on my shoulders, so to say, because I did 

not have much more than a head and a tail. So you understood now that I was a spermatozoid, of a 

spider!  

 

And when there is one thing a spermatozoid does not want is to lie unprotected in the open. So that 

was the situation when my dream began:  I was lying on the sperm web of a spider. Then suddenly 

a huge syringe was coming in our direction. In my naivety I thought they would inject us all, yes we 

were very numerous, with this thing. But no, we were all sucked up in the syringe! I immediately 

tried to swim as fast as I could because my parents had told me “when you are in a long tube try to 

swim as fast as you can to find the other half of the genes”. But there was no way to swim, because 

we were sucked in at an enormous speed into a small bladder.  And then the insecurity! Where were 

we?  In a tegulum? a subtegulum? Was there a haemotodocha to keep us warm and a cymbium to 

protect us? Nobody really knew. And then we started to travel. That was something my parents had 

told me too: “boy, much of your future will depend on the carrier you will travel with during your 

outside trip”.  We knew there were tiny carriers like Onop.  Not the slightest comfort but quite 

secure because they never ventured into the open. There was a great group called Mygalo. They 

were bulky carriers, fairly primitive and almost always traveling at night. You had very modern 

carriers like Lycos. They travelled very fast but it was quite risky to be transported by them 

because they travelled by day.  Some carriers paid great attention to their looks like Thomis.  They 

travelled mostly sideways, quite handy in mountainous areas when you had to follow the contour of 

a mountain.  Other carriers would travel over the top of the mountain and that was very time-

consuming and dangerous.  Salty was a very popular and fashionable carrier. They often travelled 

in a spectacular manner as they would often jump. Very different from Linyphi which was probably 

the most luxurious one: they had a lot of options like a paracymbium or a lamella characteristica 

and some even provided a Fickert’s gland!  They often flew and that was very convenient if you 

wanted to cover large distances.  My mother had told me that I was lucky not to have to travel with 

carriers of one of these other groups like Scorpi or Pseudosc. These tended to put you on top of a 

high stalk and for those with height fear that was very uncomfortable. With Scorpi they would at 

least dance around you when you were up there, but Pseudosc would simply leave you there until 

you were picked up by another carrier.  

 

My carrier was strange. It only travelled when it rained and it would climb very steep slopes.  I was 

told that our carrier was Sparas.  After a few days I could feel the pressure increase and finally we 
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were squeezed out through the same syringe via which we had come in.  We were transferred to a 

completely new carrier. During the transfer there was a lot of lightning going on and we were afraid 

a thunderstorm would endanger the transfer.  But we found out that some nutcase with a camera 

tried to photograph us but luckily, we were protected by the syringe so he could not see us.  Now we 

were again in a long tube. This time we could swim quite well as a liquid was oozing out of the 

pores in the wall of the tubes. I thought I would be alone from there on but that was certainly not 

the case.  Apparently there was some long branch attraction going on there.  Eventually we could 

choose among a number of bladders and wait there.  But there again the uncertainty was very 

puzzling: were we in an epigyne? a hypogyne or an endogyne?  And the bladder: a vulva, atrium, 

spermatheca? 

 

During our stay that lasted for weeks, there were often new arrivals.  After some time it became 

really crowded in there and we were glad that one of the carriers decided to put a plug on the 

entrance.  After a few weeks the internal pressure increased and we were squeezed out of the 

bladder. Finally we could swim towards the other half of the genes: these were hidden in globular 

containers for which they had a strange name: ‘eggs’ they called them.  I finally found one with 

which I could fuse but I suddenly had this ‘acid feeling’. My carrier was apparently eaten by a 

bird…. and there the dream came to an end.”    

 
And with that dream I suggest that the Spider Club be aware of the next Colloquium that will be held in 
Cape Town!! So don’t be caught sleeping! 
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Aspects of the 11th Colloquium of AFRAS – 2014 
 

By Joan Faiola 
 
The recent Colloquium highlighted two factors in the growth of Arachnology in this country.  These are, the 
young arachnologists being developed at South Africa’s universities, and the contributions made by 
amateurs to the body of knowledge. 
 
Naturally, neither group could flourish without the organisations themselves, and thankfully we have several 
universities where arachnology is treated as a major field of study. And then of course there is ARC-PPRI, 
which also mentors students.  South Africa is a country with limited resources, but it always manages to 
produce excellence in many different fields, and arachnology is no different, to say, cricket, in that respect. 
 
The order Pseudoscorpiones is not a group that has attracted a lot of scientists, and for this reason it is little 
known, and without the work of Mark Harvey in Australia even less would be known.  South Africa now has 
a budding specialist in pseudoscorpions, who will, we hope, increase our knowledge of these fascinating and 
much overlooked animals.  His name is Jan-Andries Neethling, and he is doing post graduate work on the 
pseudoscorpion family Geogarypidae, namely a revision of this family, for his Master’s degree at the 
University of the Free State.   
 
Also from UFS is Zingisile Mbo, who presented a fine poster on the genus Drassodella (Gallienellidae).  
 
Then there is Robin Lyle of ARC-PPRI, who is working on her doctorate at the moment.  She also completed 
her studies up to Masters at UFS.  She has done a lot of work with Charles Haddad, and has already 
published several papers, notably on Corinnidae and Gnaphosidae.  Her current work is on trap door spiders, 
and her PhD subject will be a revision of the family Idiopidae. 
 
Mokgadi Modiba of University of Limpopo presented on the spider diversity in the Polokwane Nature 
Reserve.   She is currently working on her PhD, and is doing a systematic study of South African salticids. It 
will also include a revision of the genus Pseudicius for the Afrotropical region. 
 
Then there are the amateurs!  Heide Davel is young and keen, and could end up being a professional.  She 
found spiders as a subject fairly recently, and is already very knowledgeable.  She is also a gifted 
photographer, as you will see elsewhere in this newsletter. 
  
I think that what impresses me most at the moment is the encouragement and support given to amateurs to 
conduct surveys all over the country.  Leon Lotz of the National Museum is supporting Nicolette Josling, who 
is conducting a survey of the Kalkfontein Nature Reserve in the Free State, already yielding interesting 
results.  Linda Wiese has worked for a long time collecting and photographing spiders in the Eastern Cape.  
Peter Webb, who is the main contributing photographer to the new book Field Guide to the Spiders of South 
Africa, has concentrated on a patch of grassland in Irene, but also photographs spiders wherever he finds 
them. Peter and Linda work closely with Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman of ARC-PPRI. 
 
All of these amateurs are excellent photographers.  Maybe that is how they got started with spiders? 
 
 It was an honour to meet them all at the Colloquium, and realise the scope of their own contributions to 
the knowledge and understanding of spiders in our region. 
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Event Report – Sleep Over at Klipriviersberg  
8th- 9th February 2014 
 

By Joan Faiola 
 
Apparently a first for the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve, the management granted permission for us to sleep 
over at the reserve. 
 
Around thirteen of us arrived at the reserve on Saturday afternoon and erected our tents on the lawn in 
front of the picnic area.  Some of the group went for a walk before the braai, and the night walk took place 
after that. 
 
Some interesting spiders were collected.  Robin Lyle had located a trapdoor spider burrow, and soon the 
first female trapdoor spider we have collected from a burrow at KNR was in our hands. It was a Stasimopus 
sp.  Later on, after we all went to bed, there was a terrific thunderstorm, causing the inhabitants of one 
leaking tent to abandon it and spend the rest of the night in the hall.   
 
Next morning, the smell of cooking bacon filled the air, and after breakfast we serviced the traps.   
 
This novel outing was most enjoyable – let’s hope we get a chance to do it again!  Thanks to Bishop Ngobeli 
of City Parks for granting permission to sleep over, and to Morné Brits, as ever, for organising everything. 
 
Below: Learning how to dig out a trapdoor spider, and the beautiful Stasimopus  - Photos © Astri Leroy 
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HOUSE SPIDERS  
 

The second in our series of articles on interesting spiders found in homes in South Africa.  Articles 
in this series will be placed on our website after publication in the newsletter. 
 

Flatties or Wall Spiders  
(Anyphops and Selenops spp.) family Selenopidae 
 

By Astri Leroy 
 

Worldwide there are 10 genera in the family Selenopidae with around 200 species.  The scientific name for 
the family is derived from the name of the Greek goddess of the moon, Selene because of the sickle-moon 
shape of the eye pattern.   
 

 
 

 

Above L & R Anyphops sp. Photos  ©John Leroy  

 
 
Only two genera occur in South Africa, Anyphops spp. (53 species) and Selenops spp. (15 species).  Because 
there are so many species that look very much alike, it means that the flatties you find on your walls may 
not be any of those illustrated here!  Most species can only be told apart by examining the genitalia of adults 
under a microscope.  There is one difference that allows one to distinguish between the two genera without 
a microscope – the eye pattern.  
 

 
 

Above left: eye pattern of Anyphops, anterior view Above right, eye pattern of Selenops, anterior view 
Eye pattern drawings courtesy of the South African National Survey of Arachnida Technical Report 2010 version 1 – 

First Atlas of the Spiders of South Africa (Arachnida: Araneae)- Dippenaar-Schoeman et al. 
 
Members of the genus Anyphops are only found in Africa whilst Selenops is widely distributed throughout 
the world with the major distribution in South and Central America and the Caribbean.  One species, 
Selenops radiatus has a huge distribution range from the Mediterranean, through Africa to the Far East.    
Members of the genus Anyphops are very common and found throughout South Africa while Selenops spp. 
are restricted to the central and eastern parts of this country. 
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Flatties are found in almost all habitats.  In our homes, on light-coloured walls or scuttling over the floor 
they are quite easy to see, but in nature for example on tree trunks or rocks their flat bodies and mottled 
colouring make them almost invisible until they move.  When they do move they are extremely fast and can 
hide in tiny cracks and crevices due to their flat shape.   Adult males have proportionately longer legs than 
females. 
 
Females construct flat silken egg cases against the substrate and will sit over the egg case, legs spread 
protectively over it.   They should be welcome guests in any home as they do not make webs, hide during 
the day and only come out at night to sit on the ceiling looking like little dark stars waiting to pounce on 
passing insects that have been attracted to our lights. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Anyphops lawrencei female guarding her egg sac. 
Photo © Astri Leroy. 

 

 
 
Like most spiders they are not aggressive and there have been no medically reported bites involving 
humans. So you can consider them harmless.  
 
 

 

 

 

Left: Selenops sp.  Photo ©John Leroy. 
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SEXUAL DIMORPHISM IN BABOON SPIDERS 
 

By Ruan Lambrechts 
 
People often wonder about the differences between male and female spiders.  In some Families, these 
differences can be quite subtle, while in others the differences are easily spotted by the grossly enlarged 
pedipalps of the male (Some of the orb web spiders are good examples of these). 
 

 

 

 

Above left: Bulbus on pedipalp of male 
Pterinochilus lapalala. Photo © Richard C. Gallon 

Above right: mating spur on tibia of first leg of male 
Pterinochilus lapalala.  Drawing © Richard C. Gallon 

 
When it comes to baboon spiders, the pedipalps of the male are enlarged, but are not always very 
noticeably so. The enlarged pedipalps are also only evident after the male’s final (ultimate) moult. To add to 
the differences, the majority of the baboon spiders have mating hooks or spurs which are also only evident 
after the final moult. Before this most juvenile and sub adult baboon spiders are very similar looking and 
show no differences that can easily be seen. These spurs on the mature males are found on the tibia of the 
front leg of baboon spiders (Other than Augacephalus junodi and Brachionopus species). The male uses 
these spurs to hold the female’s fangs away from him as he performs the mating ritual and actual mating. 
  
When a male baboon spider matures, he spins a small web which he lies under and deposits his sperm onto. 
He then climbs out from under his web and “sucks” up the sperm with his pedipalps. That is why the 
pedipalps are so enlarged in males and why they have been specially designed for their purpose. The male 
then becomes a free wanderer looking for available females until he dies of old age, predators or a hungry 
female spider. The male does not moult again after his maturing moult and lives for a few months to a few 
years (in some of the American tarantulas).  In baboon spiders, females continue to moult after maturing 
and can continue breeding for many seasons, whereas in Araneomorphs, the female doesn’t moult again 
after her maturing moult.  

 

In baboon spiders, telling the difference between juveniles and 
adult females can be tricky as immature males would not show 
signs of hooks or enlarged pedipalps, and females have a simple 
genital opening (no epigyne). The easiest way to sex baboon 
spiders would be to examine the exuvium after a moult to see if 
you can spot the spermathecae. These are structures that only the 
female has and are used to store sperm after mating. When the 
female moults, she sheds these spermathecae as well as the sperm 
stored in it, so will need to mate again in order to lay fertile eggs. 
Because of the fact that females continue to moult after maturing, 
they are very long lived. Male baboon spiders mature at between 9 
months (Augacephalus junodi) and a few years whereas females 
could live up to 15 years.  
 
Left: Female P. murinus.  Photo © Ruan Lambrechts 
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Visibly, mature male baboon spiders tend to be more leggy than the females, but this is not a reliable way to 
sex them. 
 
Reference and source of illustrations by R.C. Gallon:  A new Pterinochilus species from South Africa 
(Araneae, Theraphosidae, Harpactirinae) Richard C. Gallon and Ian Engelbrecht: Bull. Br. arachnol. Soc. 
(2011) 15 (4), 121–126 

 
  

 
 

FISHING SPIDER IN FOURWAYS, JHB 
 

Report by Joan Faiola 
 
Linda Jane Simone of Fourways obviously likes having spiders in her garden.  Last year she watched over 
three rain spider nests with great pride, but early in January she got a surprise when she spotted a fishing 
spider (Pisauridae: Nilus curtus) on the natural rocks edging her swimming pool.  The female spider was 
secreting a white liquid (see photo left), and after much consultation at the Spider Club we could only 
surmise that this was either the fluid that surrounds eggs in the egg sac, or leaking haemolymph (spider 
blood).  A couple of days later the spider was fine, with no sign of the white fluid. 
 
Linda never did find an egg sac. 
 
Linda’s find was a bit of surprise, because we rarely hear of fishing spiders on the Highveld, even less so do 
we expect them to be found in urban areas.  However, Linda informed me that the land on which her suburb 
was built was originally an extensive wetland area.  It’s nice to know that some fishing spiders are hanging 
on in urban areas, and that there are enlightened home owners like Linda and her family, who are willing to 
protect the spiders in their gardens. 
 

 

 

Above left:  Spider with white secretion. 
Photo ©Linda Jane Simone 

Above right: A few days later, no sign of the white fluid, and the spider 
looks fine.  Photo © Joan Faiola. 
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Spidering in the Waterberg  

Story and  photos by Heide Davel 

 

“Relax, you’re in the bush”; that’s what it says on a large sign on 
arriving at Vaalwater, where we stopped for a few things.  You realize 
how true it is when you’re sharing the juice aisle with a dung beetle.  I 
was pretty sure he didn’t really want to be there, so we gave him a lift 
to Tafelkop Game Reserve, about 10km south-east of Melkrivier.  A 
hornbill welcomed us as we unpacked at the bush camp. A big velvet 
ant scurried underneath an aloe, and disappeared in the leaf litter.  A 
tiny white fluffy mite, looking like a little puffed up snowflake, 
navigated the cracks of the wooden table outside.    

 

 

 
 
Two Hersilia females stood guard next to their egg 
sacs, attached to the underside of a wooden beam 
in the roof.   
 
The egg sacs were carefully camouflaged with sticks 
and bark. The one female was feeding on a big 
wasp all wrapped in silk (left). A brightly coloured 
Solifugid with pink, fluffy legs ran over my foot, 
paused in the full sun, and disappeared into the 
undergrowth. 

 
After fixing the few (usual) glitches, and sourcing a fridge (one in working order), everybody was ready for a 
swim at the rapids. The drive to the Palala river was beautiful, and not without excitement. We were driving 
the Nomad, a funny little moon buggy without a roof, but with enough steel bars to beat the crap out of the 
trees we were passing through; resulting in lots of spiders falling out of the trees and into the Nomad.  My 
big, efficient spider collector.  Spiders collected in this way included mostly Oxyopidae and Thomisidae. A 
juvenile black mamba slithered across the rough, little used road. 
 

  

Above left: Jumping spider – Above right: Pirate spider Ero capensis 

Thyene natali  
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After running out of petrol and nearly burying our little 4x4 in a massive warthog hole, we arrived at the 
rapids. In the heat, it wasn’t two ticks before everyone had a (wary) body in the cool river. Hopefully the 
crocs preferred calmer water. The rapids are situated at the foot of the cliffs, the view of the stained rocks 
breathtaking. A piet-my-vrou called relentlessly, drowned out only by the occasional baboon.  A red 
freshwater crab scurried over the barely exposed rock surface, pincers raised in warning, before 
disappearing into a watery crack.  The river gurgled as it spat out air bubbles, creating a soothing 
background song.  A male Tetragnatha ran across a flat rock adjacent to the river. I let it get onto my finger 
so I could have a better look.  Impressive chelicerae, I love these spiders.  I found a bunch of leaves all 
wrapped together by silk, and I started unwrapping them all excitedly, wanting to see which spider I’ll find. 
Imagine my surprise when out popped two caterpillars! 

 

 

Fire, smoke, barbeque chicken sosaties.   A Uloborus 
plumipes catching ash flakes in her web, while she 
patiently waited for something more substantial. On 
the way to the outside shower, Araneus apricus (left) 
with her apple bum used a light as an anchor point 
for her web.  Next to her a twig moved ever so 
slightly, betraying the presence of Cyphalonotus 
larvatus (below).   

 
The stars were so bright!  The frogs kept me 
company; a nightjar called every 3 seconds.  Cicadas 
joined in in the chorus.  The smoke sifted through 
my hair, the fire flirting with the shadows.   
 
Oh, and the bats. Diving low above the flames, fast 
and fluttery.  The day when I know everything there 
is to know about spiders, (yeah right), I am starting 
on bats. 
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The Spider Club of Southern Africa  
www.spiderclub.co.za 

Diary 2014 

KLIPRIVIERSBERG NATURE RESERVE ARACHNID SURVEY 
Every 2nd Sunday throughout summer 
 
Joan Faiola, Paul Cowan and Morné Brits are carrying out a two year survey of the arachnids of 
Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve.  This is a huge undertaking and they have asked for the help of Spider Club 
members with sorting and identifying the specimens.  This is one of the best ways to learn how to identify 
spiders.   They would also like help with collecting and setting up new trap lines.  Dates when you can help at 
the reserve are:  
 
 

20.04.2014 8 am 

04.05.2014 9 am 

 
 
If you can make any of those dates please contact Joan Faiola or Paul Cowan on info@spiderclub.co.za.  . 
 
Thereafter and for the duration of winter we will visit the reserve once a month.  Each visit will be 
advertised on Facebook, but you can contact Paul or Joan to confirm visit dates, if you want to join us. 
 
We will be holding sorting sessions for the Klipriviersberg project on 10th and 11th May at Joan’s house.  
Please contact us at info@spiderclub.co.za  if you are interested in attending.  Places are limited, so booking 
is essential. 
 

WEEKEND ARACHNID BIOBLITZ AT EZEMVELO NATURE RESERVE 
11th – 13th April 2014 

We will have a collecting permit and all specimens will be deposited in The National Collection.  It will be a 
great way to learn how to collect under the able supervision of Robin Lyle.  You may have to work your butts 
off and sleeping time may be limited. There is a really nice camp site on the reserve and for those who do 
not have camping equipment or would prefer a real roof there are other accommodation options. Please 
check their website on www.ezemvelo.co.za. .   If you opt not to camp, you will need to do your own 
accommodation booking, but please confirm with Astri on info@spiderclub.co.za  if you wish to attend.  
 
If you would like to attend please confirm with Astri on info@spiderclub.co.za 
 

OUTDOOR EXPO – MIDRAND 
 

 
 

mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
http://www.ezemvelo.co.za/
mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za


  

Spider Club News March 2014 P A G E  20 

We have booked a stand at this expo.  Last year our stand was INUNDATED, so we will need as many hands 
“on deck” as possible.  Please let Astri know if you can spend some time interacting with the public, telling 
them about our club and our passion for arachnids.  It’s quite hard work but most rewarding.  Set up has to 
be done on Thursday 29th May.  If you would like to help PLEASE TELL ASTRI info@spiderclub.co.za or cell 
073 168 7187 right away so that she can arrange an exhibitor’s badge for you,   otherwise you will have to 
pay an entrance fee.   

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  VENUE STILL TO BE FINALISED 
 22nd June 2014 at 12 noon 
 
Please bring your own meat to braai and your own drinks.  The club will provide a fire, salads, rolls, pap en 
sous, tea, coffee etc., and we will have a presentation by Tim Zedi of the West Rand Herpetological Society.   
It is a great social occasion to meet up with other spider people.   
 
 

IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS AT ARC-PPRI Roodeplaat 
12th July and 23rd August 2014 
 
There will be the ever popular spider sorting and identification workshops at the Roodeplaat campus of The 
Plant Protection Research Institute.   Both dates are Saturdays and times are from 9 am to 4 pm.  We work 
with microscopes and identification keys with the help of Robin and Petro and tea/coffee and a light lunch 
are provided. It is a wonderful opportunity to hone your identification skills and you can take your own 
specimens along for confirmation. There is no charge but booking essential for catering purposes.  Please 
book with Vanora Naude at info@spiderclub.co.za  or phone her on 082 926 5364.  
 
 

THE WILDLIFE AND HUNTERS’ EXPO IN PRETORIA 
7th – 10th August 2014  
 
WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP in manning the stand.  Please let us know at info@spiderclub.co.za if you can 
assist, even if only for a few hours.    
 

 

Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organised, sometimes at 
quite short notice.   We will attempt to give you fair warning and those who do not have access to e-mail 
will be sent a text message. 
 
Norman Larsen is at the Cape Union Mart Adventure Centre, Canal walk in Cape Town every Saturday 
between 11 am and 12 noon to demonstrate and talk about SPIDERS! 
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