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To all our friends and members 

Happy Christmas and a Prosperous and Spidery New Year! 
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About the Spider Club 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in 

arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals 

by all suitable means.  

 

Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee 

member for information. 

 

Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from 

time to time.  A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience,  

centred on spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Contact Us 

Committee  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969     jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Editor    Joan Faiola    082 565 6025    joan@spiderclub.co.za 

Chairman by default Astri Leroy     073 168 7187   info@spiders.co.za 

Membership   Paul Cowan   082 773 5724     paul@spiderclub.co.za 

    

PRO   Peet Van der Ark 071 609 5790  peetvda@vodamail.co.za 

 

Webmaster  Steve Rubin  084 617 0800     steve@sodwanabay.com 

 

Secretary  Vanora Naude  082 926 5364 Vanora@webmail.co.za 

 

 

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

 

 

…. At the Spider Club of Southern 

Africa page 
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From the Hub  From the Hub  From the Hub  From the Hub      

    
 

(A different hub!  Decoration on a taxi from De Doorns (W. Cape). It had transported a school group to the 

World of Birds). 

 

Another year almost over and Christmas is almost here. I wish you a wonderful break from routine; if you 

are travelling go safely.  Wherever you are, at home or away during the festive season, I hope that you check 

out the arachnids you see and send us photos and stories to use in our next newsletter.  

   

My happy memories of 2013 are of letting children hold a scorpion at Kokopeli Farm in Northwest Province, 

day and night Spider Walks at the Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden and Kloofendal Nature Reserve, a 

weekend in the northern Free State at the Johannesburg Zoo farm and the highlight of several days in the 

Eastern Cape over Easter.   In April we tried to visit Peter Duke at the Nyani Conservancy in the far north of 

Gauteng Province but got rained out, so we tried again in October, buckets of rain again!  Peter will invite us 

whenever drought threatens!  We had two sorting and identification days at the ARC Roodeplaat campus 

hosted by Dr Ansie Dippenaar and her team.  These are always very popular and we will plan more for next 

winter.    

 

Joan, Paul and Morné have been at Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve once a fortnight, carrying out a two year 

survey of spiders and other arachnids.  Although collecting and setting up trap lines is hard work, it’s the fun 

bit, and the real nitty gritty is sorting and labelling specimens. They have a huge number to sort, label and 

identify and would welcome help.  Yebo Gogga and the Outdoor Expo both fell in May and as usual our 

stand was wildly popular especially at the Outdoor Expo.  Don’t worry if you missed all the activities in 2013, 

we have a full diary for 2014 including a field trip to Kalkfontein Dam Nature Reserve in the Free State and a 

weekend bioblitz (or maybe just arachno-blitz) at Ezemvelo Nature Reserve which is only two hours from 

Johannesburg and less from Pretoria.  

 

As usual our Facebook page has been humming.  It is interesting to see what spiders people see and 

photograph, for instance trapdoor spiders and lots of lynx spiders from Lynette Knott-Rudman’s garden in 

Grahamstown.  Great photos Lynette!  Our friend Estevam la Cruz da Silva, currently based at the Field 

Museum in Chicago, used our Facebook page to ask for pisaurids (nursery-web spiders) from South Africa for 

the genetic work he is doing and we have sent the first parcel to him including two Euprosthenopsis from 

Pringle Bay, Western Cape, posted to me by Mirna du Toit.  He needs more, so if you collect them, get them 

to me alive and I will send them on. Fishing spiders, any large or small pisaurids of any species are grist to his 

mill.    

 

At the end of October my husband John and I, Ian Engelbrecht, Robin Lyle, Ansie Dippenaar, Dawid Jacobs 

and Jonathan Leeming from the arachnological community attended the 4
th

 annual Diamond Route 

Research Conference which is a great event with researchers covering a huge variety of topics. John 

presented “Rain Spider Mating; Close-up photography explains the mechanisms.”  His light-hearted 
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explanations of spider sex were really well received and he will be presenting it again at the AFRAS 

Colloquium in January.  

 

Two days after the Diamond Route Research Conference we all met up again at Dr Ansie Dippenaar’s 

farewell party at the ARC Roodeplaat campus. Robin and Petro had arranged a really nice “do”, the speeches 

were short and there were lots of old friends to meet.   Although Ansie has officially retired, she has a 

contract to continue her spider work for at least another two years, so she will still be available to answer 

our many queries!    Probably the most exciting news is that Ansie’s Field Guide to Spiders is due on the 

shelves early in 2014.  I for one cannot wait! 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas, happy holidays and all the very best for 2014. 

 

Yours arachnologically, 

 

Astri                                                                Astri                                                                Astri                                                                Astri                                                                
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Another year gone!  How do they fly so fast?  The only remedy is to enjoy every moment, and use your time 

in a meaningful way. 

 

We certainly have not wasted time this year. The club has had some lovely outings, and Klipriviersberg has 

kept some of us really busy.  We’re now 16 months into our two year project, and should soon be in a 

position to evaluate some of our results.  For myself, this project has been one of the most significant and 

rewarding things that I personally have done.  I would like to thank Morné Brits of KNRA for always being 

there at every visit, for his help, support and great knowledge of the Klipriviersberg reserve; Joburg City 

Parks and Bishop Ngobeli for their gracious permission to collect there; Ansie Dippenaar and Robin Lyle of 

ARC for their support, both material and practical, and for their encouragement; and importantly, Paul 

Cowan and his son Andrew for running the project with me with unflagging enthusiasm.  Our team also 

welcomes Vanora Naude and her husband Garth, who have recently become involved with the project. 

 

I would like to thank all the people who have submitted contributions to the newsletter in the past few 

years.  Without their articles and photographs I would have a very hard time putting the newsletter 

together.  The newsletter is only as good as the contributions we receive, so I am very thankful to all who 

have helped make it the success that it is. 

 

Merry Christmas to you all and a have stunning 2014. 

 

Yours in spidering 

 

JoJoJoJoaaaannnn        
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Books  

CHRISTMAS BELONGS TO OUR CHILDREN ……. 

 

Here are some suggestions for books with a spider theme that are suitable for children.  Available from 

Amazon or Kalahari.  They put spiders in a sympathetic light that will help children adapt to spiders in their 

lives. 

 

There are a number of European traditions about how spiders’ webs were turned into tinsel on 

Christmas trees.   

 
 

 

Cobweb Christmas: The Tradition of 

Tinsel (Hardcover) 
by Shirley Climo (Author) , Jane Manning (Illustrator) 

This story recounts the fable from Germany, which is 

probably the best known.  Suitable for very young children. 

 

 

The Spider's Gift: A Ukrainian 

Christmas Story  
by Eric A. (RTL) Kimmel (Author) , Katya 

Krenina (Illustrator) 

A similar story, this time from the Ukraine 

 

How about a legend from Africa? 

 

 

 

Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the 

Ashanti  

  
Anansi The Spider and his 6 sons . When 

Anansi tries to determine which of his six 

sons to reward for saving his life, he becomes 

responsible for putting the moon in the sky.  

 

 books for very young children                 … or an old favourite 

 

The Very Busy Spider 

by Eric Carle  (Author) 

 

 

Little Miss Spider: A 

Christmas 

Wish  by David Kirk (Nov 

2001) 

`  
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Event Report - Nyani Conservancy (Peter Duke’s place)  

– 20
th

 October 2013 
 

By Ruan Lambrechts 

 

I arrived at Peter’s place on a wet Sunday morning and was greeted by Peter, his wife Louise and 

Astri Leroy. We were later joined by some new spider club members, Fred and Marlene Nel. 

After sitting and chatting over some homemade rusks and coffee, we all decided to take a little 

walk around the property. Found some nice orb webs in the lemon orchard in their property and 

after a bit of investigation, found the occupants hiding in retreats attached to the webs. These 

turned out to be very brightly coloured Araneidae Neoscona rufipalpis. 

 

Astri and I then went for a walk in the veld around the house through some light drizzle. Switching 

between sweep netting and rock turning, we found a nice few specimens, including a couple of 

Pisauridae Euprosthenops australis both with egg cases. One of them was sent to Chicago for 

Estevam to do DNA analysis on. We also found a little Theraphosidae Harpactirella mature male 

hiding under some rubble. He was subject to extreme scrutiny under the microscope a bit later 

with people having a look at the enlarged pedipalps and the little tibial hooks that he has (And the 

majority of mature male Theraphosids have). 

 

After a short walk and with the rain still around, we headed back to the house to show off the 

catch. Armed with a microscope and some spider books, we set about educating the rest and 

showing them the spiders. After a good chat, we headed back home. 

 

Altogether a nice venue and a few new members added, so well worth it. Hopefully next time the 

rain will stay away and we get a few more members out there. These outings really are the 

highlight of the club, and the best way to get some practical knowledge about the smaller things 

we have in SA. 

 

The spiders that were found other than those mentioned above include: 

 

Agelenidae Agelena sp. 

Lycosidae Hogna sp 

Philodromidae Philodromus bigibbus 

Philodromidae Tibellus, (probably Tibellus minor but it was immature) 

Uloboridae Uloborus plumipes 

Salticidae 2 x unidentified 
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HOUSE SPIDERS  
 

This is the first in a series of articles on interesting spiders found in homes in South Africa.  

Articles in this series will be placed on our website after publication in the newsletter. 

 

Scorpion Spiders (Platyoides walteri) 
 

By Joan Faiola 

 

Scorpion spiders P walteri are often found in homes, and are considered synanthropic (meaning they like 

living with humans), but of course they are found in the veld too.  We’ve managed to find a couple of them 

in bark traps in the Klipriviersberg. 

 

Platyoides belongs to the family Trochanteriidae, which was revised by Norman Platnick in 1985.  Prior to 

that, Platyoides was placed in Gnaphosidae, which are the ground spiders with well-developed spinnerets. 

Scorpion spiders are so odd they deserve to be in their own family!   In Platyoides  the trochanter (second 

leg segment from the body) on the third and fourth pairs of legs is elongated, thus enabling the spider to 

bend its legs over its body.  This reminds people of scorpions, hence the common name.   

 

  
Above left: Close up of female P. walteri showing legs 

folded over the body.  Photo © Joan Faiola 

Above right: Tiny male P. walteri rescued from author’s 

bathtub. Photo © John Leroy 

 

 

Worldwide this family currently has 9 genera and 152 species.  In Southern Africa we have one genus, 

Platyoides, and 10 species.  Platyoides is the only genus in the family found on the African continent. The 

stronghold for Trochanteriidae is Australia, which has most of the species in the other genera, but no 

Platyoides species occurring naturally, as they are endemic to Africa.  P. walteri has been introduced to 

Australia – in household effects brought in by the many South African immigrants?  It’s possible! 

 

Platyoides species are flattened to enable them to live in crevices.  They are free-living hunters, not making 

webs for catching prey or cocoons for resting in.  It’s said that their favourite prey is woodlice, but they will 

tackle all sorts of insect prey.  They are often found under plant pots on stoeps, or indoors, and in nature 

under stones and bark, and in leaf litter.  P. walteri is attractively coloured in greyish black with bright brown 

legs. There seems to be some colour variation in the legs: some specimens show all reddish brown legs, 

others reddish brown and black, and another variation shows paler, less bright colours.   Other species in the 

genus have longitudinal bands on their abdomens with more subdued colouring, or plain dull black all over.  

 

The male of the species is not that well-known. However, I once found a very tiny specimen in the bath – it 

was several times smaller than any female I have seen - that on inspection turned out to be a fully mature 

male.  This is borne out by the measurements stated in Norman Platnick’s paper, kindly sent me by Norman 

Larsen, which states that male average length is 4.75 mm, and female nearly 9 mm. 
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Above: specimen of P. walteri from Sophiatown, 

Johannesburg with duller leg colouring 

Photo: © Karen de Beer 

 

Platyoides walteri is the most widespread of our local scorpion spider species, and therefore the most often 

seen.  We get lots of queries from the public about these spiders; because they have such an odd 

appearance they are sometimes feared.  However, they are not aggressive and nothing is known about their 

venom because there are no medically reported bites involving humans.  They can therefore be considered 

harmless. 

 

 

Left:  

This astonishing spider is an Australian trochanteriid 

with an astonishing name, Tinytrema wombat. 

This female is only 2.5mm long, the male 2.2mm.  

This species is also an ant-mimic.   

 

The author found this photo on an  inspiring website 

(a work in progress, but already showing its promise) 

www.arachne.org.au. This site is a working draft 

for A field guide to Spiders of Australia by Robert 

Whyte and Dr Greg Anderson due to be published in 

2014. 

 

Photo ©Brodie Foster    

 

 

References: 

 

The World Spider Catalog Version 14:  http://research.amnh.org/iz/spiders/catalog/TROCHANTERIIDAE.html 

 

Filmer’s Spiders an Identification Guide for Southern Africa: Martin R. Filmer rev. Norman Larsen – Random 

House Struik 2010. 

 

Distribution of Platyoides species was checked in the Spider Atlas, a work in progress of AFRAS/ARC.  
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SAD END FOR GIANT DADDY LONGLEGS SPIDER 
 

Email from Jurie Kasselman in Nelspruit to Astri Leroy 

 

I need you to check this spider with you – can you please confirm id? 

 

As far as I can see it is ... a Giant Daddy Long-legs Spider (Artema atlanta) female.  See the photo below – the 

spider’s egg sac is visible, as is her pedicel. 

 

I do not see them often – however I was a bit confused when I saw this spider’s friend... 

 

She was hiding behind a toilet (yeh do not tell the public – it might cause another scare), but the thing that 

just amazed me was the size of her abdomen (the friend) – she was feeding on a beetle much bigger than 

her and trying gluttonously to pack all this much bigger beetle’s juices into her small body – she was really 

near bursting – the abdomen was huge and shiny – (Luckily spiders do not get stretch marks)  - as I coaxed 

her out of her web, I picked her up – she made a ‘bungee- jump’ from my hand, landed on the floor & splat – 

she had burst!!!! Her lunch leaked out and she died. 

 

I obviously know that spiders are fragile, but never would have thought that she could burst open from 

impact – obviously the silk line attached to my hand did not work or worse – broke? 

 

Anyway there is a lesson to be learned – watch how much you are eating!!! 

 

 

 
          Photo: © Jurie Kasselman 
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SPIDERS AS KITE SURFERS 
 

By Peter Jäger 
 

When I organized the 2012 symposium Spiders of the Greater Mekong Region in Laos, Champasak Province, 

Pakse (Jäger 2013), I remembered a quote from a Chinese colleague, who wanted to perform “Happy 

Science” (Sun, unpubl.).  So I chose a 4 star hotel with a swimming pool as congress venue, which seemed a 

bit decadent at first, but proved a wise decision in terms of increasing knowledge on spider behaviour! 

 

In breaks the congress offered I swam in the pool and observed spiders at its fringe.  The majority of the 

spiders belonged to the families Salticidae and Pisauridae.  Individuals of both families seemed not only to 

be based there, but were actively hunting and hid in small crevices when disturbed.  Some Pisauridae, from 

my experience in Laos most likely juvenile Dolomedes, were also observed on the water surface.  This made 

them an ideal research object, so to say, at eye level.  When the water surface was almost flat, spiders had 

no trouble moving on the water.  When I caused too many waves they were wetted and had to clean their 

legs and body.  In worst cases they drowned when they did not make it to the dry paved fringe.   

 

When doing my laps I recognised that at the east side of the pool significantly more spiders were present, a 

fact which could be explained by the west winds blowing the spiders in one direction and collecting them in 

one part of this giant pitfall trap.  Now, with this new finding I focused on the west side trying to observe 

new candidates crossing the pool waters.  And indeed I could follow a few spiders on their way across their 

little ocean.  But one case was especially intriguing: a spider moved faster and faster such that I could not 

follow it easily by walking in the water, and suddenly disappeared.  I observed more and more spiders and 

played a human wind-machine by blowing a suitable breeze in the direction of the particular spider.  In some 

cases the spiders stood on their tip toes, holding their spinnerets up and releasing a bundle of threads.  In 

this manner they got faster – at one point increasing their speed enormously – lifted off and dispersed into 

the perfect blue sky. 

 

I do not know whether this behaviour – ballooning behaviour off the water surface – was observed before 

(not mentioned in the review article of Bell et al (2005), but I considered it worth mentioning in this short 

report, especially because such a behaviour could have evolved as a response to the theoretical two-thirds 

probability of a ballooning spider landing on a water surface.  Moreover, it may be the case that on water 

surfaces this is an efficient transport system for spiders that are too heavy to balloon. 

 

(This article first appeared in Newsletter 126 of the British Arachnological Society, and is reprinted with 

the kind permission of both the author and the BAS) 

 

References: 

 

Bell. J.R., Bohan, D.A., Shaw E.M. & Weyman G.s. 2005. 

Ballooning dispersal using silk: world fauna, phylogenies, genetics and models.  Bulletin of 

Entomological Research, 95: 69-114. 

 

Jäger, P. 2013. Spinnenssymposium in Laos und Gründung der “Asian Society of Arachnology”. Natur 

Forschung Museum 143(3/4): 116-117. 
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STUNNING KLIPRIVIERSBERG FIND (BUT IT’S NOT A SPIDER!) 
 

One of the more unfortunate aspects of pitfall trapping is the by-catch.  If Parktown prawns were to be the 

species under study, there would be no better place to collect them than the Klipriviersberg.  Sometimes, 

though, the by-catch is worth a closer look. 

 

A few months ago, we found some tiny and intriguing crustaceans in pit traps at our site 2, close to but 

above the flood line of the small river that flows through the reserve. Morné Brits immediately recognised 

them as something special, and eventually the specimens were sent to Prof. Charles Griffiths of UCT. 

 

Morné has now received word from Prof.  Griffiths that the specimens are a species of amphipod not 

previously known from Gauteng.  Prof. Griffiths informed Morné: 

 

“They are Talitriator africana, an endemic terrestrial amphipod whose present known range extends 
from Port Elizabeth northwards to KZN and Mpumalanga, but not to Gauteng. This record thus 
represents a considerable inland expansion of the known range and is a useful record, which I have 
deposited in the Iziko South African Museum. They are lovely specimens in perfect condition and a 
useful addition to the collection! 
 
“For more details on this sp see p351 of my review of terrestrial amphipod fauna of SA ( Annals SA 
Museum 105 part 9 of 1999). 
 
“I am happy to look at any amphipod material ( freshwater or terrestrial) and the chances of useful 
finds are high as all previous researchers have worked in Cape Town, meaning that the north of the 
country is less well sampled!” 

 

We are ALL just as thrilled by this find as if it were a new spider for the reserve.  It gives extra meaning to 

what we are doing there.  Let’s hope that in the KNR we continue to find new records of spiders and other 

animals that add to the body of knowledge of species in our country.  

 

Below left: drawing of Talitriator africana adapted from 

diagram in Charles Griffiths’ paper 

        Below right: photo of specimen from KNR 

        © Morné Brits 

  

  

Reference:   

 

The terrestrial amphipods (Crustacea: Amphipoda) of South Africa 

Charles L Griffiths 

Annals of The South African Museum 105:345-362 (1999) http://biostor.org/reference/109678 
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DARK CLOUDS AND A SILVER LINING 

By Cathy Dzerefos                                   
Provincial Programme Manager: WESSA Eco-Schools  

 

Over the 10 years of working on the WESSA Eco-School programme I am of the opinion that one of our 

strengths is that we have responsive environmental educators who are passionate about the environment 

and are prepared to go the extra mile even for a spider. A second strength is that we have a network of 

knowledgeable people who respond to calls for help. 

 

 Recently a school principal emailed me some photographs of a spider and young that had been found in the 

middle of the school’s soccer field. Astri Leroy of the Spider Club of SA promptly identified it as an adult 

female HORNED BABOON SPIDER with lots of young: Ceratogyrus darlingi in the spider family 

Theraphosidae.  Two weeks prior the mother and babes had been captured as it was feared that school 

children would hurt it. There is a rule at the school that if you kill something you have to eat it. The principal 

requested a local centre which houses numerous animals to collect the spiders with the wish that they 

would do a study on them and raise knowledge for conservation.  After two weeks the centre had not come 

as promised and the principal asked Eco-Schools for assistance. 

 

When Eco-School supporter Glenda Osborn got there she was dismayed to find that the spiders had been 

given spinach and water to keep them alive and many of the young had drowned. Two days later they had 

all perished.  

 

With heavy hearts we looked to find a silver lining in this story. It is good to note that the spider wasn't killed 

on sight - that is progress!  The rescue mission involved emails or Whats up messages flying between 

Johannesburg, Rustenburg, Pretoria, Mokopane and Hoedspruit.  A local person was found to attend to the 

matter and we had the best available information on the spider and its chances of relocation. Where there 

was one spider, there could be more.  Now we can respond with information to learners on what an 

appropriate response could be.  First prize is of course to leave the spider alone.  Second prize is to ask for 

help to plan a successful relocation and not to attempt it alone.  Although the national curriculum  that the 

school follows states that food chains and habitats should be taught and  observations of living organisms 

made, in this example the learning was not applied to a real life situation and  somehow this needs to be 

addressed not just at this school but across South Africa.  

 

  
Note to photos by Gail Osborn, Eco-Schools Coordinator, Polokwane: 

The first pic shows the remains of the original nest containing what we thought was a healthy survivor...... it 

was already a goner. The other pic will throw some perspective on what we have been trying to describe.... 

these were not "Popeye" spiders.   The big black clumps were, yes, spiderlings (spidertjies).   The mother 

twitched once when moved to her new special cage, but died soon afterwards. We think she might have 

been injured during capture (or afterwards), on top of all her other problems.  

RIP, sorry girl, but maybe next time we can save others through your sacrifice   
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SPADE SPIDER 
 

We all know that some female rain spiders (Sparassidae: Palystes superciliosus) make idiosyncratic choices 

when choosing sites for their egg sacs.  We’ve seen them under the covers of Weber braais, under stoep 

furniture, in kitchens, bedrooms, eaves and Wendy houses.  This mother spider took a huge leap of 

imagination when she attached her egg sac to a garden shovel in Bernard Du Toit’s garage in Centurion, 

Gauteng. 

 

When she was first noticed, her egg sac was attached near the handle of the shovel (first picture, left).  

Later, she moved it higher up, with threads of silk attached beyond the shovel head (second picture, right).  

As is often the case when a spider locates indoors, this mother has dispensed with the usual covering of 

leaves and other items. 

 

Of course, now Bernard is scratching his head: how are the spiderlings going to disperse when the time 

comes?  Hopefully that problem is solved soon. 

 

All photos © Bernard Du Toit 

 

  
 

Below: close up of spider and egg sac. 
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EXCITING CRAB SPIDERS ON FACEBOOK from John Wilkinson and 

Lynette Rudman  
 

John’s two crab spiders 

 

John Wilkinson is fortunate to live near Tshipise, in Limpopo, quite close to the border with Zimbabwe, and 

photographs all the wonderful arachnid fauna that he sees.      

           

  
  

 

John recently found this interesting crab 

spider, which was identified by Prof. Ansie 

Dippenaar as Thomisidae Parabomis sp.  

     

     

Above: close ups of this small and 

distinctive spider. 

 

Right: photo showing retreat of the spider 

in a partly rolled up leaf. 

 

Photos: © John Wilkinson  

 

He also found this Synema imitator rolled up in a Mopane leaf ……….. 
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THOMISOPS BULLATUS – Lynette Rudman 

 

Lynette Rudman, an enthusiastic photographer of spiders and other small creatures, lives in Grahamstown 

and finds enviably interesting spiders in her garden. She recently found a beautiful and tiny crab spider 

female, with male attached trying to mate with her, which Prof. Ansie Dippenaar identified as Thomisops 

bullatus.   

 

Ansie was very excited about this find, telling Lynette: 

 

“These are wonderful photographs of crab spiders Thomisidae Thomisops bullatus.  These are our first 

photos of the species and they are very special, a female and a male (dark red) getting ready to mate.” 

 

There is strong sexual dimorphism in this species, the male being somewhat smaller and coloured dark red 

in contrast to the female’s green and yellow palette. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Above: two different views of the male trying to get 

some purchase on the female. 

 

Left: female spider would rather get a meal! 

 

Photos © Lynette Rudman 
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The Spider Club of Southern Africa  
www.spiderclub.co.za 

Diary 2014 

KLIPRIVIERSBERG NATURE RESERVE ARACHNID SURVEY 

Every 2
nd

 Sunday throughout summer 

 
Joan Faiola, Paul Cowan and Morné Brits are carrying out a two year survey of the arachnids of 

Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve.  This is a huge undertaking and they have asked for the help of Spider Club 

members with sorting and identifying the specimens.  This is one of the best ways to learn how to identify 

spiders.   They would also like help with collecting and setting up new trap lines.  Dates when you can help at 

the reserve are:  

 

 

29.12.2013 8 am 09.03.2014 8 am 

12.01.2014 8 am 23.03.2014 8 am 

26.01.2014 8 am 05.04.2014 3 pm 

08.02.2014 3 pm 20.04.2014 8 am 

22.02.2014 3 pm 04.05.2014 9 am 

 

 

If you can make any of those dates please contact Joan Faiola or Paul Cowan on info@spiderclub.co.za.  The 

afternoon visits are followed by night walks and one sleep over.  See below. 

 

We will be holding sorting sessions on 10
th

 and 11
th

 May at Joan’s house.  See end of this diary.  

 

 EVENTS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY IN EARLY 2014 
 

(Booking is essential, as numbers attending these events are limited) 

 

• 2
nd

 February 2014 09H00 – 13H00: Friends of Kloofendal has arranged a family-oriented spider walk 

inn the morning led by Astri Leroy. Book with KARIN SPOTTISWOODE at sspotty@pixie.co.za or cell 

072-595-6991  

 

• A Botanical Society spider walk at the Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden on the morning of 

15
th

 February and an evening one on 29
th

 March.  Leader: Astri Leroy.  Book with The Botanical 

Society on botsoc@sisulugarden.co.za or phone KAREN CARSTENS at 011 958-5177 (office hours). 

 

• 8
TH

 – 9
TH

 February 2014 – Sleep over at Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve. Evening and night collecting 

with Morné, Joan and Paul.   This outing includes an evening braai. Details will be supplied on 

booking. Booking is essential as numbers are limited. Contact Paul or Joan at info@spiderclub.co.za. 

 

• 22 February 2014 and 5
th

 April 2014 – Night Walk at Klipriviersberg.  Details will be supplied on 

booking.  Contact Paul or Joan at info@spiderclub.co.za. 
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THE 11
TH

 COLLOQUIUM OF THE AFRICAN ARACHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

19th – 23rd January 2014 
  

The second circular was sent out on 7th August with registration and presentation forms, AND 

accommodation and meals forms. 

  

The African Arachnological Society and the Organizing Committee are pleased to invite members of the 

arachnological community and accompanying persons to participate in the 11th Colloquium of the African 

Arachnological Society.  It will be jointly hosted by the University of the Free State and National Museum, 

Bloemfontein.   

 

The Colloquium will be held at the Amanzi Private Game Reserve near Brandfort in the Free State Province, 

South Africa, from the evening of the 19th of January to the morning of the 23rd of January 2014. For more 

information on the venue, you can visit http://amanzigame.co.za.   Further details will be posted soon on 

the website of the African Arachnological Society at http://afras.ufs.ac.za.   We are looking forward to seeing 

you there! 

 

 

NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN PRETORIA MORNING SPIDER WALK 

23rd FEBRUARY, 2014:  8H30 for 9H00, till lunch time 

 
Address:  2 Cussonia Avenue, Brummeria, Pretoria.  Park in the public parking, pay your entrance fee - R25 

adult, R15 students, R10 children - but if you have a Botanical Society Card you get in free.   Meet just inside 

the entrance gate and we will walk from there. Please book with Astri at info@spiderclub.co.za or cell 

073 168-7187. 

 

 

WEEKEND ARACHNID BIOBLITZ AT EZEMVELO NATURE RESERVE 

11
th

 – 13
th

 March 2014 

We will have a collecting permit and all specimens will be deposited in The National Collection.  It will be a 

great way to learn how to collect under the able supervision of Robin Lyle.  There is a really nice camp site 

on the reserve and for those who do not have camping equipment or would prefer a real roof there are 

other accommodation options. Please check their website on www.ezemvelo.co.za 

If you would like to attend please confirm with Astri on info@spiderclub.co.za 

 

 

FIELD TRIP TO KALKFONTEIN DAM NATURE RESERVE 

21 - 23
rd

 March 2014 (It’s a long weekend)  
 

This venue is near Koffiefontein in the Free State.  It is about a 6 hour drive from Johannesburg, via 

Kimberley.   Our hosts are Jozuah and Nicolette Josling.    

 

We will need to take our own food and there is limited accommodation - depending how many people 

come, some may have to camp.   We will have a collecting permit for the reserve by then and specimens will 

be deposited with Dr Charles Haddad at the University of the Free State, Bloemfontein.   Booking is essential 

with Astri on info@spiderclub.co.za or cell 073-168-7187.    
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FURTHER AHEAD: 
 

10
th

 – 11
th

 May 2014 -  Spider sorting sessions for the Klipriviersberg project. Please contact us at 

info@spiderclub.co.za if you are interested in attending.  Places are limited, so booking is essential. 

 

30
th

 May – 2
nd

 June 2014 - Gauteng Outdoor Expo  

 

7
th

 – 10
th

 August 2014 - The Wildlife Expo in Pretoria 

 

22
nd

 June 2014 - AGM of the Spider Club of Southern Africa  

 

 

Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organised, sometimes at 

quite short notice.   We will attempt to give you fair warning and those who do not have access to e-mail 

will be sent a text message. 

 

Norman Larsen is at the Cape Union Mart Adventure Centre, Canal walk in Cape Town every Saturday 

between 11 a.m. and 12 noon to demonstrate and talk about SPIDERS! 

 

 

  


