The Spider Club News

Editor: Joan Faiola

SEPTEMBER 2013 - Vol.29 #3

Posted on Facebook recently!
But of course we know that spiders are our FRIENDS!
(Note that no mention is made of the fangs!)
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Who are we?
The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation. Our aim is to encourage an interest in
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by
all suitable means.
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member
for information.
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from
time to time. A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter.

Mission Statement
“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, centred on

spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.”

Contact Us
WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za

EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za

Visit our website, and send us photos and news that we can post there!

…. At the
Spider Club of Southern Africa
page
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Jaco Le Roux

Editor

Joan Faiola
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Chairman by default

Astri Leroy

073 168 7187
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Membership

Paul Cowan
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PRO

Peet Van der Ark

071 609 5790

peetvda@vodamail.co.za

Webmaster

Steve Rubin
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steve@sodwanabay.com

Member at large

Vanora Naude

082 926 5364

Vanora@webmail.co.za

Spider Club News September 2013

083 258 8969

jaco@spiderclub.co.za

PAGE 3

Web of Agelena consociata taken in Uganda
2009. Photo Astri Leroy.

So this web does not HAVE a hub but it is an impressive
size, about as big as a king-size bed! It was built by one of
Africa’s social spider species, either Agelena consociata or
A. republicana. In South Africa we are more familiar with
the solitary members of this family such as the funnel-web
spiders in the genera Olorunia, Benoitia and Agelena. As I
am sure you are aware most spiders are inherently antisocial, many will quite happily catch and consume
members of their own species if the opportunity arises,
which must be a barrier to sociality.

There are degrees of sociality in any group of animals from loose aggregations, groups of siblings to truly
social groups such as those found amongst social insects. Homo sapiens, I think, falls somewhere in the
middle. We do not like being alone and most people want to feel wanted by their family and friends and
respected by their peers. We can co-operate, though we don’t always, are generally altruistic (especially
about our young), we live in communities and groups of many sizes, we like to be liked and we seem to love
communicating – mostly about ourselves it must be admitted - by talking, story-telling, writing, and
nowadays posting our doings on social media platforms.
This brings me to The Spider Club of Southern Africa’s Facebook page. It has been overwhelmingly
successful because it is easy to access and should be a non-threatening environment for spider people to
contact one another. People from all over have become friends, acute and interesting observations have
been made and some really exceptional photographs have been posted. It has been a friendly and lively
forum until a recent hiccup when a senior and respected member of our community posted an unacceptably
abrasive message in reply to an interesting suggestion regarding other sites to post spider photos. The
message and resulting thread was quickly removed (although in hindsight it might have been a good thing to
leave it there) and only a few people noticed and commented. A great deal of behind-the-scenes
discussions have since taken place, the upshot being that we would like to encourage those posting
photographs on our Facebook page to cross-post to other forums, in particular those run on a scientific basis
so that really valuable observations are not lost.
I am sure all of you know about the South African National Survey of Arachnida – SANSA. If not, go to
www.arc.agric.za and follow the quick links. You will find lots of useful and interesting stuff but be warned it
is a slow site. The great thing about this site is that if you submit photos and even better if you submit
photos AND the specimen, you WILL get the arachnid identified. The SANSA Virtual Museum is at
http://www.arc.agric.za/vmuseum/vmuseumMain.aspx.
iSpot is run by SANBI (South African National Biodiversity Institute). It accepts data for all taxonomic
groups: plants, animals and fungi, terrestrial and marine. Posting of species interactions are encouraged,
even when you do not know the identity of the host plant, prey insect, animal predator, or parasitic fungus –
other specialists will help. All users can contribute an ID, which is weighted by reputation. Users earn
reputations by making IDs that expert users agree with, creating an interactive mentor-mentee relationship.
Comments and discussions take place online. A taxonomy tree and dictionary help reduce spelling errors
and navigate relationships. A googlemap makes entering localities easier, but if you have a smart camera
this is uploaded automatically. Have a look at it on www.iSpot.org.za or more specifically go to
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www.iSpot.org.za/species_dictionary/Araneae and enjoy! Be sure to request your Spider Club Badge when
you join. Your help with identifications will add value and is guaranteed to be educative.
There is now a third option, spiderMAP which is run from the ADU (Animal Demographic Unit) at Cape Town
University. It went live in early September: go to http://vmus.adu.org.za/ You will have seen their weekly
posting on our Facebook page by now and perhaps even posted photos of mygalomorphs spiders to it. Go
to their website and check their fine logo. SpiderMAP is of course focused on spiders and to begin with
mainly mygalomorphs. Again the problem of WHO will do the identifications, particularly of the
araneomorph spiders, rears its head.
The focus of these three sites is different. SANSA specialises in Arachnids, iSpot has a really wide scope and
the ADU MAPS are self-explanatory - they map the distribution of animals, in the widest sense of animals.
All of them gather useful information which will eventually be part of the National Biodiversity initiative and
all of them have their place.
Our happy Facebook page is ephemeral and currently the only way to capture all the useful scientific data
that you photographers and acute observers post there is to laboriously contact the person who does the
posting and ask them to submit their observations to any of the other sites. In the meantime, until we have
the banners and contacts on our Facebook page this seems to be the only way to go. If you have any
suggestions, please post them to info@spiderclub.co.za
Arachnologically yours

Astri
From the Editor

I am back after a sabbatical of one edition, when Astri ably took over the editorship. Thanks for standing in
for me, Astri.
In this edition, we feature a guest review from Charles Lindsey on Rick Vetter’s paper on arachnophobic
entomologists (almost an oxymoron?), and Heide Davel, who is currently living in Gauteng, has written an
article on the spiders of Knysna. And there are lots of other things besides. If you require more information
regarding the various Virtual Museums that Astri refers to above, please contact us at info@spiderclub.co.za
I would really appreciate feedback on the material we use in our newsletter. Do you like it, or are there
other aspects of spiders and their kin that you would like to see featured here? We welcome new photos,
stories or articles from you all. If you don’t talk to us, we don’t know whether we are doing a decent job. So
please don’t hesitate to contact me on joan@spiderclub.co.za .
Yours in spidering

Joan
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Books
SPIDERS OF TORONTO A GUIDE TO THEIR REMARKABLE WORLD

City of Toronto Biodiversity Series. Soft cover, A4 landscape format, 49 pages, full colour photos and drawings,
published by the City of Toronto 2012. ISBN 978-1-895739-66-4, also available on line at
http://www.mse.utoronto.ca/Assets/MSEng+Digital+Assets/nanOntario/SpidersofTO_CityofTO.pdf.

A little history before I review this booklet. A long time ago Mark Fleminger arrived at a field outing in a
beautiful MG Spider (a vintage sports car). He told us anything to do with spiders was his bag and so it has
been ever since, but now he is more interested in the 8-legged variety than those with four wheels. He and
his family emigrated to Canada and he has kept in touch over the years, often visiting his South African
relatives and the Leroys. His last visit was in July with his daughter Micaeli who is genuinely spider-mad.
When they were here I gave them a copy of “Spiders of Southern Africa” and in return Mark sent me
“Spiders of Toronto”. So now you know.
Of course unless you follow Mark’s lead and emigrate to Toronto, you may not find the identification
portion of the book really useful, but as always it is intriguing to see that it is quite easy to recognise
Canadian spiders, at least to family, and often to genus, when comparing them to ours, almost directly on
the opposite side of the world. (Mandy Howe, who is a contributor on spiders to the BugGuide site
www.bugguide.net, has corrected a few of the identifications in the printed version). There were echoes of
my constant whinge about the identification of spiders being really complicated and to species level for the
vast majority, impossible. Both common and scientific species names are included, but oddly none are put
into their families. Maybe the authors considered that too complicated for their readers!
The contents are similar to those in many popular books, with an introduction to spiders, spider relatives,
life cycles, silk, types of webs, where and when to find spiders and so on with some really interesting
additions such as an Obijway (a Canadian Indian group) legend of how spiders came to be, an evolutionary
time-line and fossils, and a most interesting section on threats to spider populations, with Toronto’s policy
initiatives to counteract these.
The layout and presentation is clean and easy on the eye and the explanations of a complex subject are
aimed at the layman and very easy to understand. Hats off to the City of Toronto and other sponsors for a
booklet on spiders! It won the 2012 Ontario Association of Landscape Architects Award for services to the
environment and the authors even propose an official spider for their city: the yellow garden spider, Argiope
aurantia.
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Spider People
Aftree (literal translation: off tree?) - Retirement

Dr. Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman is retiring at the end of October but will return to her post on a two year
contract after that. She is still at work at the moment.
We all thought Ansie would stay at PPRI Biosystematics forever, and forever be our mentor and guide, but
that is not to be. She has officially retired or rather been retired by her employer, but will she stay or will
she go? She is not the sort to sit on the stoep so long and do nothing and I am sure she will still be very busy.
From the horse’s mouth so to speak we understand she will still be around, publishing and working with
spiders but without the hassle of administration. Nice!
From all the spiderlings in South Africa, Spider Club members far and wide and all those you have helped
throughout the years -

enjoy it Ansie!

World Spider Catalog and Norman Platnick
Jason Dunlop of the International Society of Arachnology, has announced that the latest version of the World
Spider Catalog (Version 14.0) is now available at the usual link

http://research.amnh.org/iz/spiders/catalog/INTRO1.html
He also announced that Norman was made an Honorary Member of the Society, in recognition of his many
years of excellent work and support for the wider arachnological community.
Note: The latest version of the Catalog lists 112 families, consisting of 44 032 species in 3 905 genera.

Estevam Cruz da Silva, an arachnologist currently based in Chicago, is working on the phylogeny of
Pisauridae (nursery web spiders) with Dr Petra Sierwald. Estevam needs fresh pisaurids for the molecular
work of his current research. Can you help? Any pisaurids collected should be kept alive and handed to
Astri Leroy, who will arrange to get them to Estevam. Please contact Astri at astri@spiderclub.co.za.
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Events Report
ARC IDENTIFICATION AND SORTING SESSIONS 2013
By Joan Faiola

The two ID and sorting sessions held at ARC PPRI Biosystematics, Roodeplaat on 17th July and 17th August
were both extremely well attended – nearly a full house on both occasions. I describe one of the days, but
what is said applies to both! After a warm welcome from Robin and Ansie, we got to work and had a very
productive day. Most people worked on specimens collected during a long term project in the Cederberg,
Western Cape.**
However, Robin invited us to sort the specimens from our own project in the Klipriviersberg, and Paul
Cowan and I did exactly this, with Paul’s son Andrew joining us at the second session.
As usual, coffee, tea and rusks were available all day, and we were treated to a lovely finger lunch. Petro
took the first-timers to see the National Collection, of which she is justly proud.
Thanks once again to ARC PPRI, Ansie, Robin and Petro for the opportunity to learn about and practice a
little arachnid taxonomy. The experience for us learners was invaluable, and we hope that in return we
were able to help reduce the mountain of specimens requiring sorting.
** Long-term monitoring project: The Cederberg: Coast to Karoo transect. You can read about this
interesting project, which has already been running since 2002, by downloading the PDF at
http://mri.scnatweb.ch/download-document?gid=523. The invertebrates section of the project is mainly
concerned with insects, but the arachnid catch is sent to Ansie Dippenaar for identification, and specimens
will be housed in the National Collection at ARC.
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The Hobbit and his Spider
Reprinted with the kind permission of Peter Jäger
Frankfurt, 29.07.2013 - The spider expert at the Senckenberg Research Institute in Frankfurt, Germany,
Dr. Peter Jäger, has discovered further previously unknown spider species in Laos. One of the spiders, now
described for the first time, crawled across his path during the filming of Dominic Monaghan’s nature
documentary “Wild Things”, which is why he named it after the Berlin-born actor: Ctenus monaghani. The
new spider species was introduced with its first description, published in the scientific journal Zootaxa.

Ctenus monaghani frontal © Peter
Jäger/Senckenberg

A famous name for a little creepy crawly: When Dr. Peter Jäger dedicates his new, eight-legged discovery to
a celebrity, there is sure to be a good reason. In the case of Ctenus monaghani, it is the great enthusiasm of
Dominic Monaghan which even extended to inconspicuous and unpopular animals such as spiders in his new
show “Wild Things”: “He places nature in the foreground in a very special manner,” says Jäger, when
explaining the dedication of the new spider species.
For good measure, Jäger discovered the spider on a trip on which he was not only an expert consultant to
the “Wild Things” team in the forests and caves of Laos, but the spider expert also appeared in front of the
camera with the actor in a river cave. Dominic Monaghan therefore met his eight-legged namesake in its
natural habitat.

Dominic Monaghan and Peter Jäger in Laos.
Scene from “Wild things” © Cream
productions Inc

“Wild Things” has not yet been broadcast in Germany(or SA! – ed.). The series produced by Cream
productions was shown on BBC America and Channel 5 in Canada. The German public knows Dominic
Monaghan better for his roles in the film version of The Lord of the Rings (Hobbit Meriadoc “Merry”
Brandybock) and the television series Lost (Charlie Pace).
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Ctenus is a spider genus with many representatives. The smallest of them are less than one centimetre in
body length, while particularly large species can reach to more than 3 centimetres. The genus Ctenus
belongs to the so-called wandering spiders, which roam along the jungle floor at night and catch their prey
without a web.
Whoever is the first to discover a new species is allowed to name it. Its membership of a genus is
determined necessarily by the physical features of the creature, but the species name – the second word of
the term – can be chosen freely, subject to certain rules of nomenclature.

Looking for Great Huntsmen spiders in Tham Xe
Bang Fai river cave. ©Cream productions Inc

Tham Xe Bang Fai river cave © Peter
Jäger/Senckenberg

Reference:
JÄGER, P. (2013) Ctenus monaghani spec. nov., a nocturnal hunter from the forest floor in Laos (Araneae:
Ctenidae) — Zootaxa 3670 (1): 091–093 dx.doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.3670.1

Ctenus monaghani © Peter Jäger/Senckenberg
About the Senckenberg
To research and understand nature in its endless diversity of life forms; to preserve it as a basis for
living for future generations, and to use it sustainably – for almost 200 years, the Senckenberg
Gesellschaft für Naturforschung (Senckenberg Society of Natural History Research) has been
devoted to this purpose. Exhibitions and museums are the display window of natural history
research, by which means the Senckenberg can share the latest scientific findings with the public
and provide insights into past and current changes in nature, as well as their causes and effects.
More information at www.senckenberg.de
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Sex wars! Reversal of the black widow myth
News of a new paper describing cannibalism by some male spiders - Some male
spiders prefer to eat old females rather than mate with them
Reprinted with the kind permission of Springer Science+Business Media Deutschland GmbH

The Black Widow spider gets its name from the popular belief that female spiders eat their male suitors
after mating. However, a new study has shown that the tendency to consume a potential mate is also true
of some types of male spider. The study by Lenka Sentenska and Stano Pekar from Masaryk University in
the Czech Republic finds that male spiders of the Micaria sociabilis species are more likely to eat the females
than be eaten. The paper, published in Springer’s journal Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology, outlines
possible reasons for this behavior.
In nature, female choice of mate is commonly seen as the overriding factor affecting male mating success.
Sexual cannibalism is a form of female mate choice with low-quality mates more likely to be cannibalized.
However, there is not as much evidence about how males may sometimes dictate the choice of partner. The
researchers suggest that in the Micaria sociabilis species, reverse cannibalism seen may be a type of male
mate choice.
The researchers collected male and female Micaria sociabilis spiders over a two-year period and studied
their behavior by mixing males and females of the species at different time points. All spiders were well fed
to discount cannibalism due to hunger. The authors observed what happened when they paired young adult
male spiders with single female spiders either from the same generation (young female) or from another
generation (old female). By pairing males with females of different size, age and mating status, the
researchers hoped to be able to identify whether the reversed form of sexual cannibalism was an adaptive
mechanism for male mate choice.
Their study found that cannibalism took place early after the first contact and before any mating took place.
The researchers also observed that reverse cannibalism differed significantly, depending on what month it
was – most of the incidences were in July. Males from the summer generation tended to be bigger than
males from the spring generation and they were more cannibalistic. This would suggest that male aggression
may be related to male size.
The authors noted that the highest frequency of reverse cannibalism occurred when these larger, young
males from the summer generation met old females from the previous spring generation. This suggests they
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may have based their choice on female age. Female body size, even though considered to be a sign of
quality, did not affect rates of cannibalism. The authors also noted no difference in male cannibalization of
females who had previously mated or virgin females. This evidence demonstrates that in some species and
some cases, the males make a very clear choice about who they will mate with.
The authors remark: “Our study provides an insight into an unusual mating system, which differs
significantly from the general model. Even males may choose their potential partners and apparently, in
some cases, they can present their choice as extremely as females do by cannibalizing unpreferred mates.”
Reference
Sentenska, L. and Pekar, S. (2013), Mate with young, kill old: reverse sexual cannibalism and male mate
choice in the spider Micaria sociabilis (Araneae: Gnaphosidae), Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology. DOI
10.1007/s00265-013-1538-1

New Paper: Pitfall trapping for surveying trapdoor
spiders: the importance of timing, conditions and
effort
A new paper by Ian Engelbrecht has been published in the (American) Journal of Arachnology recently.
The paper deals with methods for collecting traps door spiders, which is of particular interest to us at the
moment, as we are finding a great number of trapdoor spider specimens in the Klipriviersberg survey pit
traps. The abstract of the paper follows.
Trapdoor spiders are challenging to sample using active searching methods because of their cryptic
burrowing behaviour. This poses problems for ecological studies and for gathering the data needed for
conservation assessments. Pitfall trapping provides an alternative method that targets adult males as they
wander from their burrows in search of females. Using pitfall trapping requires considerations of the timing
of sampling with in the year, the effects of environmental conditions on spider activity, and sample effort
required for a high probability of detecting species that are present at a sample site. To investigate these
factors, pitfall-trapping surveys were conducted at several localities in Gauteng Province, South Africa. The
results showed that trapdoor spider activity occurs in all seasons. Each species has a discrete period of
activity ranging from a few weeks to several months in duration. Some species are active at different times
of the year at different localities. Statistical analysis showed soil moisture as the only significant predictor of
activity from amongst seven environmental variables, and the survey results indicate that trapdoor spiders
are active under wet conditions following rainfall. Between two and seven nights of trapping are required
for a high probability of detecting all species present and active at a site, using the trap design employed for
this study with ten trap arrays per site. Trapping must be repeated at regular intervals throughout the year
in order to obtain a near complete inventory of the species assemblage. The number of species collected
range from two to eight per site, with most sites having six or eight species. Pitfall trapping yielded 1.2-3.0
times the number of species obtained by active searching at sites where both methods were employed.
Guidelines for planning pitfall-trapping survey of trapdoor spiders are presented and future research
directions are discussed.
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Guest Column
By Charles F. Lindsey, California

<3 Bugs, h8 Spiders
Warning: big old spider picture BOO!
Rick Vetter, the quotable spider guy who keeps tabs on the brown widows (spreading) and brown recluses
(nonexistent) of Southern California, has a fun article in American Entomologist. The topic sounds as if it was
born from a lifetime of forehead-slapping: why are there spider-hating entomologists? An entomologist
studies insects, and I know spiders aren’t insects. Still, you’d think professional courtesy at the very least
would cause entomologists not to indulge in any of the hyperventilating, car-wrecking, weapons-fetching
behavior you see on the Internet when some schmo encounters a spider.

Like the lady in this picture at right. Ooo, sour face.

Shelly Albrow’s 15 minutes of fame: she saw a
harmless spider. It was ON THE FLOOR.
#ohthehumanity

The British press rose to the occasion in gaudiest fashion by relaying her encounter with the Beast of
Orpington (I made that up), “a deadly spider.” You know the drill. Somebody freaks out about Steatoda
nobilis, an insignificant spider that’s somehow been dubbed Britain’s Most Venomous. But cor and blimey,
just look at this photo and consult with Dr. Internet: if this is a Steatoda nobilis, I’m Tobey Maguire. And I’m
not.

The Beast of Orpington.
This (left) is a picture Ms. Albrow took of the monster, a
harmless grass spider most likely, but let’s frighten a few
more Brits and call it maybe a wolf spider!
(owOOOoooooooo) (Ed: probably Tegenaria sp. –
common house spider.)

Anyway, Vetter found a number of entomologist colleagues who admit to fear and loathing of spiders. One
hates spiders but works with maggots for a living and thinks they’re adorable.
This respondent is fully aware of the paradox of this spider-hating, maggot-friendly situation, but concluded
an e-mail with “maggots don’t sneak up on you and jump in your hair.”
Often there was a Childhood Incident (tell me about having a family of brothers - I know). Vetter writes,
“One entomologist mentioned that while her dislike of spiders is minor, her brother is highly arachnophobic,
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which ‘comes in handy sometimes’. “ Several mentioned running into those big orb webs that go up
overnight, in which the poor, hardworking arachnid has settled in with a few meager breakfast bugs and
somebody face-blunders right into her work. One scientist had a bad dream about being snared by a humansized spider.
One guy had a Cheiracanthium run all over his face and into his nostrils while he was driving. OK, he gets a
pass.
Vetter admits the numbers aren’t representative. Nor is the Fear of Spiders Questionnaire (an actual
psychological tool) well-tailored to his research:
“When I (or other arachnologists with no spider fear) take the questionnaire, our score is 14 as opposed to
the expected score of zero because we give the highest “totally agree” response to two statements
(“Currently, I am sometimes on the lookout for spiders,” “I now think a lot about spiders”), but for
completely opposite reasons than those of an arachnophobe. Personally, I probably think about spiders
every waking hour of the day.”
Me, too!
All academic articles should be written this way. First, a pretty chart showing just what the respondents
have against spiders. Oingo Boingo (“Insects,” from “Nothing to Fear,” 1982) was right: it’s because they
have too many legs! Also they scuttle. And surprise you.

Ugly, but not filthy. Silent, but not deadly. Feared most for “the way they move.” I’m never
going to dance again.
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Then there’s an amazing chart showing how the respondents rank a whole zoo of animals on a like-dislike
scale. Spiders and ticks bring up the rear:

No, I don’t know what an earwing is either. Cuter than an eel, at any rate.

(Ed: earwig?) It’s a fun read. Bonus points for finding the words “jeebies” and “willies.”
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I want to learn more about arachnophobia. There’s been a lot of research, but it’s still mysterious. Why are
lots of people in certain countries afraid of spiders, but not as many in other places? Why would evolution
select for arachnophobia, if it did, when spiders barely matter as threats to life and health? Why aren’t
people terrified of mosquitoes and flies, which really are little mass-murdering bastids? And again—I think
spiders are quite attractive, but even if you didn’t, why would you like maggots better?
Editor’s Note:
This article was first published on Charles’ website, http://spiderhugger.com/ on 17th September 2013 and is
published here with his kind permission.
Reference: Arachnophobic Entomologists - When Two More Legs Makes a Big Difference: Richard S. Vetter American Entomologist • Volume 59, Number 3.

SPIDERING IN KNYSNA
by Heide Davel, who took the pictures
Pledge Nature Reserve, also known as the green lung of Knysna, is a 10-hectare gem that falls within the
world’s richest temperate floral region, the Cape Floral Kingdom. It is unique in that it is situated in the
centre of the town of Knysna, encouraging locals and tourists alike to preserve the delicate wetland, fynbos
and indigenous forest ecosystems. In the forest on an overhanging branch, a long-spinnered bark spider
Hersilia sp. remains motionless, confidently relying on its camouflage (and rightly so). A female glow-worm
Lampyridae shows off her femininity with pink edging to her black gown, weaving around and between the
leaf litter on the forest floor. A female black-legged Nephila(Nephila fenestrata hangs head down in her
web, beautiful with black hair tufts on her legs and a yellow speckled abdomen. In the wetland section of
the reserve, we find a nest with hundreds of spiderlings attached to the reeds (they look a lot like little
jumping spiders, family Salticidae. Clutching her egg sac in her jaws, a female fishing spider Nilus sp. sits
motionless as a butterfly flutters by. The butterfly fancies the same lily pad, and comes to rest within a
centimeter of the brooding female. We wait to see what would happen.

Lovely shot of Nilus ♀ with egg sac

Hersilia sp on bark – never an easy shot, or easy to
locate

The children are convinced that the spider is going to make a meal of the butterfly; however, she ignores the
butterfly as if resolutely dedicated to the care of her developing young. In the fynbos section at the highest
point of the reserve, we find a pale-coloured brown button spider Latrodectus geometricus in her web on a
Spider Club News September 2013

P A G E 16

protea. Inside we see the characteristically spiky egg sacs, as well as what looks like a dead rain spider
(strange?). Running along a bare patch of sand (underneath of which bulbs of wild orchids are waiting for
the right time to make their presence known) a nursery web spider (possibly genus Euprosthenopsis, cf. E
vuattouxi) frantically tries to escape the stampede of a visiting school group.
The Khayalethu River Trail is situated in Judah Square, Khayalethu (Knysna), home to the largest Rastafarian
community in South Africa. The river trail is around 28 hectares, and consists of a natural wetland and water
catchment area, surrounded by fynbos and encroached upon by alien vegetation (mostly cluster pines and
black wattles). Edge of Africa volunteers (together with the Rastafarian community and other local
interested parties) is currently involved in rehabilitating this forgotten sanctuary. On my first day at the
trail, we find a female scorpion-tailed spider Arachnura scorpionoides (yellow), on a steep slope in the
fynbos. I have never seen one before, and seeing that they are rare in South Africa, it is definitely worth a
mention. In the little stream flowing from the water catchment area, we come across a fishing spider (Nilus
sp.) patiently floating on the surface of the water. Next to it, whirligig beetles are spinning and a wolf spider
waits in the shallows. On a hill, fynbos grades into alien vegetation, and we find an egg sac of a Cape rain
spider Palystes castaneus attached to low base vegetation. Further uphill we find another one on the
ground. It looks tatty and torn, and as we peek through the silk covered bluegum leaves we see the little
spiderlings scurrying around inside.
On the phantom pass (Phantom River View), where the forest and fynbos meet, I have come across many
scorpions, always Opistacanthus capensis. I usually find them underneath loose bark, logs, and forest mulch.
I have found quite a few in my house, and I then have to take them out of reach of my resident raucous
toad. I regularly find scorpion pincers in her faeces (she usually leaves me a nice sample in the dog's water
bowl every morning). Some of the arachnids I have found here include a harvestman in the related arachnid
order Opiliones, the leaf-curling sac spider Clubiona caplandensis, the long-legged sac spider
(Cheiracanthium furculatum), the fynbos hackled mesh-weaver Vidole capensis) the Cape rain spider
Palystes castaneus, jumping spiders Salticidae, wall crab spider Selenopidae, flower crab spider Thomisus
australis, golden orb-web spider(Nephilidae, garbage line spider Cyclosa sp. female.

Above left: Nursery web spider possibly Euprosthenopsis
sp. Right: Female Glow-worm, Fam. Lampyridae.
Photos in this article © Heide Davel
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Exxaro’s successful relocation of Baboon Spiders
Source and full details: http://www.exxaro.com/index.php/positive-and-promising-preliminary-results-onexxaro-relocation-of-baboon-spiders/
The large mining company Exxaro have released preliminary findings concerning its baboon spider
relocation project near Lephalale (Limpopo).
Relocation of female baboon spiders has been discussed in our newsletter before. The general consensus
was that there were concerns about the spiders’ ability to make new burrows or accept man-made burrows,
and also whether population dynamics would be affected by relocation to new areas. The preliminary
results are therefore very heartening.
The two spiders in the project are the golden brown baboon spider Augecephalus junodi, and the horned
baboon spider Ceratogyrus darlingi, which are both common species of the bushveld. The project is the first
major attempt to resolve problems with relocation.
Exxaro’s objectives were to relocate spiders affected by their mining operations, and to be able to move the
spiders back when mining operations ceased and the habitat was being rehabilitated. The project was
initiated because of the construction of the Medupi power station. Dr Dawid Jacobs, the entomologist
appointed to the project, has announced that the two species can be relocated successfully to ensure the
survival of individuals and populations, and that the tested methods would probably be suitable to most
other baboon spider species.
551 specimens were removed from their burrows and relocated to the chosen site, an 800ha portion of the
Manketti Game Reserve, which had been identified as suitable habitat for the spiders, during four relocation
periods. The existing natural population of the two species was used as a control.

Left: Ceratogyrus darlingi ♀ - photo © A. Leroy

Right: Augecephalus junodi ♂ - photo © J. Faiola

200 Artificial burrows were made. A steel cage was placed over each burrow to prevent spiders from
escaping until they had adopted the burrow, and to protect the spiders from predators. A further 80 spiders
were placed in protected boxes. Some of these spiders constructed their own burrows under the protection
of the boxes. 60 more spiders were relocated at the rehabilitated Matimba power station ash dump in
order to test the results of the research project.
Beyond hopes and expectations, 95% of the spiders accepted their new (man-made) burrows. Findings were
that providing the spiders with a ready-made burrow proved to be the most successful method. Other large
corporations have expressed interest in the project, and it is very probable that the methods will become
widely used by South African mining and construction companies. On the face of it, Exxaro should be
congratulated for their achievement and the project’s contribution to local biodiversity and the mitigation of
manmade changes to the environment.
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SOME INTERESTING SPIDERS FROM ZIMBABWE
Spiders and a scorpion from the Vumba Mountains, Eastern Highlands, Zimbabwe,
and the Bubi River area, southern Zimbabwe.
Left:
Argyrodes sp. Theridiidae: Found at Seldomseen, in the
Vumba.
The Argyrodes is guarding her egg sac. Both the spider
and the egg sac looked just like leaves caught on a
strand of spider silk.
Photo © Astri Leroy 2012
Seldomseen is an old farm in the Vumba, famous for its
spectacular birding. There is a good patch of montane
forest on the property, and some transformed areas.
The gardens are beautiful and in them, the spiders are as
good as the birds! The Vumba is warm, but not as warm
as the plains below, being at around 1900m asl. Unlike
most of Zimbabwe, the Vumba is free from malaria.

Right: Theridula sp. Possibly T. gonygaster.
(Theridiidae)
From Seldomseen.
This little Theridula was Astri’s best find. It is
cosmopolitan, found in mainly tropical areas
including the warmer parts of Europe such as
Italy.
Photo © Astri Leroy 2012

Left: Quamtana sp. (Pholcidae)
From Seldomseen.
These pholcids were quite common in the forest with
webs mostly under overhangs on the sides of the paths
or against fallen logs.
Photo © Astri Leroy 2012
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Right: Hyllus treleaveni Salticidae.
Quite a common species, but irresistible.
From Three Rivers, on the Bubi River, southern
Zimbabwe.
Three Rivers is very hot bushveld habitat, not
dissimilar to Limpopo province in South Africa.
The arachnid fauna is therefore not all that
different.
Photo ©Joan Faiola 2012
Left: Violin spider Loxosceles simillima Sicariidae.
These so-called dangerous spiders were very common at
Three Rivers. No one was bitten, went vrot or died
while we were there. (Non-South Africans, vrot is
Afrikaans for rotten.)
Photo ©Joan Faiola 2012

Scorpions of various types were abundant at
Three Rivers, as you would expect in the dry
tropical climate. This species (right) is the highly
venomous Hottentotta trilineatus Buthidae.
Photo ©Joan Faiola 2012

Above: One of the best pubs in Africa. Near Bubi
village a few miles from Three Rivers. ©Joan
Faiola
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Beautiful garden view at Seldomseen, where many
lovely spiders were found. ©Joan Faiola 2012
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KLIPRIVIERSBERG NATURE RESERVE ARACHNID SURVEY
Every 2nd Sunday throughout summer
Joan Faiola, Paul Cowan and Morné Brits are carrying out a two year survey of the arachnids of
Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve. This is a huge undertaking and they have asked for the help of Spider Club
members with sorting and identifying the specimens. This is one of the best ways to learn how to identify
spiders. They would also like help with collecting and setting up new trap lines. Dates when you can help at
the reserve are: 20th October, 3rd and 17th November, and 1st and 15th December. If you can make any of
those dates please contact Joan Faiola or Paul Cowan on info@spiderclub.co.za.

NYANI CONSERVANCY
Peter Duke’s place – S 25⁰26’ 12 E 028⁰29’ 0
20th October, 2013 – 8H30 for 9H00 to around 16H00
Peter has very kindly offered his farm for a day outing. Last time we arranged this it was RAINED OUT, so
let’s try again!
To get there: FROM THE N1 highway take the Zambezi Plaza off-ramp; turn right under the N1 heading in an
easterly direction. Turn left at the traffic light (Kwa-Mahlanga). Continue on this road past Roodeplaat Dam
and ARC. Thereafter, continue for approx. another 24km past Mutango Lodge on the right and Zebra Lodge
on the left. At 24km, a shell garage and shops called Wadrif. 500m after Wadrif, turn left onto a gravel road
(Hartebeesfontein) travel for 9.5km, take the second turn off to the left. There is a yellow sign board on the
right hand side fence marked P M Duke and another marked K&S Phillips. Continue for 1.8km until you
reach a T-junction. Turn left and immediately after turning left is the Nyani Conservancy gate. The gate will
be unlocked, but kindly close the gate after entering by hooking the lock back into position. 10m after
entering turn left and follow the road to the house. PETER’S CELL No. IF YOU GET LOST 082 897-1847.
Please bring picnic and any other refreshments. Free to Spider Club members, R30 for non-members.

KLOOFENDAL NATURE RESERVE NIGHT SPIDER WALK
9th November 2013: 18h30-20h30
Friends of Kloofendal have organized a NOCTURNAL spider walks in this lovely reserve in Roodepoort.
BOOKING ESSENTIAL.
Please book with Karin Spottiswoode of Friends of Kloofendal cell 079-693-5608. The meeting place for the
guided walks is at the FroK Education Centre, which is situated in the building directly opposite the two
impressive big stamp mills and steam engine in the Kloofendal amphitheatre area.
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2014
THE 11TH COLLOQUIUM OF THE AFRICAN ARACHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY
19th – 23rd January 2014
The second circular was sent out on 7th August with registration and presentation forms, AND
accommodation and meals forms.
The African Arachnological Society and the Organizing Committee are pleased to invite members of the
arachnological community and accompanying persons to participate in the 11th Colloquium of the African
Arachnological Society. It will be jointly hosted by the University of the Free State and National Museum,
Bloemfontein.
The Colloquium will be held at the Amanzi Private Game Reserve near Brandfort in the Free State Province,
South Africa, from the evening of the 19th of January to the morning of the 23rd of January 2014. For more
information on the venue, you can visit http://amanzigame.co.za. Further details will be posted soon on
the website of the African Arachnological Society at http://afras.ufs.ac.za. We are looking forward to seeing
you there!

KLOOFENDAL NATURE RESERVE MORNING SPIDER WALK
2nd February 2014: 09H00 – 13H00
2nd February 2014. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Friends of Kloofendal have organised a morning spider walk in this lovely
reserve in Roodepoort. BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL Please book with Karin Spottiswoode of Friends of
Kloofendal: cell 079-693-5608. The meeting place for the guided walks is at the FroK Education Centre,
which is situated in the building directly opposite the two impressive big stamp mills and steam engine in
the Kloofendal amphitheatre area.

NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN PRETORIA MORNING SPIDER WALK
23rd FEBRUARY, 2014: 8H30 for 9H00, till lunch time
Address: 2 Cussonia Avenue, Brummeria, Pretoria. Park in the public parking, pay your entrance fee (R25
adult, R15 students, R10 children) but if you have a Botanical Society Card you get in free). Meet just inside
the entrance gate and we will walk from there. Please book with Astri at info@spiderclub.co.za or cell
073 168-7187.

FIELD TRIP TO KALKFONTEIN DAM NATURE RESERVE
21 - 23rd March 2014 (It’s a long weekend)
This venue is near Koffiefontein in the Free State. It is about a 6 hour drive from Johannesburg, via
Kimberley. Our hosts are Jozuah and Nicolette Josling.
We will need to take our own food and there is limited accommodation - depending how many people
come, some may have to camp. We will have a collecting permit for the reserve by then and specimens will
be deposited with Dr Charles Haddad at the University of the Free State, Bloemfontein. Booking is essential
with Astri on info@spiderclub.co.za or cell 073-168-7187.
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Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organised, sometimes at
quite short notice. We will attempt to give you fair warning and those who do not have access to e-mail
will be sent a text message.
Norman Larsen is at the Cape Union Mart Adventure Centre, Canal walk in Cape Town every Saturday
between 11 a.m. and 12 noon to demonstrate and talk about SPIDERS!
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