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The Big Bug Expo at the Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden 

This expo of huge bugs displayed throughout the garden in various unexpected spots caused quite a 
stir.  Imagine an enormous mantid leering at you from beneath a cycad or this spider dwarfing your 
two year old son!  The expo was planned to run from November 2012 to January 2013 but if the 
garden can find a sponsor they would like to extend this awesome display for as long as possible. 
Members of the public were astonished to find these creatures blending with the garden’s landscape 
and it is one of those rare ventures that contribute to the garden’s efforts to raise awareness of the 

value of nature and biodiversity to all our lives. 
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Who are we? 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in 
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by 
all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member 
for information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from 
time to time.  A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, centred on 

spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.” 

Contact Us 

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

Visit our website, and send us photos and news that we can post there!  

 

…. At the 
Spider Club of Southern Africa 

page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Committee  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969     jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Editor    Joan Faiola    082 565 6025    joan@spiderclub.co.za 

   Astri Leroy     073 168 7187   info@spiders.co.za 

   Charlotte Livingstone 083 439 6614   charlotte@spiderclub.co.za 
 
    Paul Cowan   082 773 5724     paul@spiderclub.co.za 

    

   Miemmie Byrch  082 772 3928  miemmie@spiderclub.co.za 
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From the Hub  
 

 

The “spider season” is drawing to an end.  But don’t worry; we have good things up our sleeves for you.    
Please check the diary and our Facebook page and keep some dates free for things arachnological. 
 
On another tack, if you feel out of your depth with the names of spiders, scorpions, solifuges, whip spiders, 
false scorpions, etc., and feel you cannot identify more than a very few, the best way to learn is hands-on.  
That means join in club activities and learn in the field and/or at sorting and identification workshops.  Of 
course if you don’t want to, not to worry, we will still send you a newsletter but if you want to get your 
money’s worth GET INVOLVED.  If you can only get to one event a year, that is a huge bonus and we would 
really love to see you. 
 
In February Norman Larsen from Cape Town phoned to tell me that one of the original Spider Club members 
had died last September.   Eloïse Seekings was very involved in the club in the 1980’s when she lived in 
Pretoria and before she and her family relocated to Bergvliet in Cape Town.  She and her husband Geoff 
stayed in touch with the club for many years and when we visited Cape Town we often looked them up and 
even once or twice just bumped into them.    Several years ago we unexpectedly met Eloïse’s identical twin 
sister Christine.  These sisters looked so alike that I honestly thought it WAS Eloïse, started talking about 
spiders but it turns out that Christine is terrified of them and quickly explained who she was!   Eloïse and I 
shared many interests but of course the big link was spiders.  Sadly over the years and kilometres our 
friendship sort of slipped away, so I had no idea that she had died.  The 1980’s is a long time ago – some of 
you weren’t even BORN and maybe there is no one else who remembers her ready grin,  infectious chuckle 
and  generous nature and that makes me feel very old indeed.  Rest in peace Eloïse and I hope there are lots 
of spiders and other little things to interest you where you are now.  
   
This is a stark reminder of our mortality and an impetus to get out there and do things.  Don’t wait for 
tomorrow, it may never come.  
 
Arachnologically yours. 

Astri                                                                      
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From the Editor:  
 
A couple of years ago, Matjaž Kuntner and Jonathan Coddington described a new species of Nephila from 
museum specimens.  Until recently we could only speculate on what colours this new species would sport, 
as specimens preserved in alcohol lose their colours over time.  Then Ryan Tippett came across the spider 
some kilometres south of its known range, and we now know how beautiful Nephila komaci is when alive.  
Norman Larsen writes about this species, and the other Southern African members of the nephilid family, on 
page 18.  Some wonderful photos illustrate his article. 
 
Meg Cumming saw red, and decided to refute once and for all the scare emails concerning violin spiders.  
She makes a wonderful case with her clear thinking and succinct prose, and we have already started using 
her words when confronted with a fearful public who are often misinformed, even by the doctors they turn 
to. 
 
We are always prepared to learn something new, and the Butt-eyed Spider showed what evolution can do in 
providing a species with a defensive strategy.  It’s not just the Pearl-spotted Owlet or many different species 
of moths and butterflies that use eye spots – this spider does too, and even wiggles its bum and eye spots at 
potential threats.   
 
You can read all this and more in this issue.  I hope that you enjoy it.  Thanks to our wonderful contributors 
for their efforts. 
 
 
Yours in spidering  
 

Joan  

 

 
  



  

Spider Club News March 2013 P A G E  6 

Books  

Review: 
 

Spiders 
By TH Savory 

 
 
 ISBN O 602 21620 6.  Published in 1971 by Ginn & Company Ltd.  Drawings by Carole Taylor. 
Soft cover, 61 pages.  Second-hand copies still available on line 
   
(I see we paid R1.99 for it in 1984!) 
 
I don’t have any new arachnid  books to review so checked in my “spider library”, (extensive) to see which 
books I had never opened and this is the one I found. I KNOW I hadn’t opened it because I had to cut some 
of the pages apart to read it.  Of course Theodore H Savory is one of the 20th Century’s big names in 
arachnology with many publications to his name.  This “popular science” book is aimed at children but 
fascinated me.  (Maybe I haven’t grown up!)  It’s a book of simple experiments and plans for cages in which 
to keep different kinds of spiders.  This interests me and I will use some of his suggestions to make suitable 
homes for the variety of spiders I keep for display and educational purposes.  Carole’s line drawings of 
spiders and cages are clear, simple and easy to understand. The colour photos are old-fashioned and to us 
who are used to the magnificent illustrations in modern books really not great, but they are not very 
important in this context.  The book is based on just a few British spiders and has 9 short chapters, “Meet 
the Spider” is an introduction, “House Spiders”,  “How spiders behave”, “Wolf spiders”, “Pirate spiders”, 
“Crab spiders”, “Orb spiders”, “Harvest spiders” (of course not spiders but Opiliones) and “More spiders”.  
Each chapter outlines one or two species gives relevant ideas for experiments and asks what can be found 
out from these experiments.  Good stuff for Yebo Gogga perhaps?   
 
He shows how to:- 
 

 Breed flies   

 Show that some spiders avoid light   

 Determine if they prefer one colour over another 

 Show that web spiders use vibrations in the web and not their eyesight to find prey and pirate 
spiders (like our fishing spiders) use water vibrations 

 Determine how far wolf spiders can visually detect prey  

 Induce male wolf spiders (and I guess jumping spiders too) to carry out their courtship displays and 
other similar and interesting experiments 

 
I feel pretty foolish not to have read this book before, now I will read it from cover to cover.  
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The language is clear and understandable, the content fascinating and much of it very useful to anyone who 
wants to keep spiders (other than pet-shop tarantulas) without unduly stressing them and so that they will 
show their natural behaviour. 
 
Here is an example of a practical “cage”.  This one is a design that will work for example for funnel-web 
spiders such as the agelenids or Vidole sothoana( light-eyed cribellate spider) common in Gauteng.     
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Events Reports 
 

OUR FIRST OUTING OF THE YEAR TO KOKOPELLI 

FARM, NORTHWEST PROVINCE, 26TH JANUARY 2013 

 
Bertus Louw invited the club to visit Kokopelli, which is a community of like-minded people who have opted 
out of the rat-race.  The idea is to be off the grid and as much as possible self-supporting.  I gather that the 
children are all home schooled and at least one of the homes is mud-built.   Bertus lives in a tent at the 
moment, so he really IS off the grid! 
 
 
 
 
 
Highveld digging scorpion, Opistophthalmus pugnax 

Ozyptila sp perhaps Ozyptila caenosa. Family Thomisidae. 
No one else was impressed by this strange, cryptic little 
crab spider hiding under a stone.  Apparently they are 
not often seen and I was thrilled to find it! 
 

  
 
 
It is in a lovely corner of Northwest Province with open veld and a protected kloof.   About 15 of us set off to 
look for spiders and scorpions and the very first creature to wow us was a Highveld burrowing scorpion 
Opistophthalmus pugnax.  This appealed to the bigger boys and most people were quite happy to hold it, 
although certain members of the party hung back … 
 
We found flatties (Selenopidae, Selenops sp.) under a pile of roof tiles, several jumping spiders, crab spiders 
and small orb weavers were caught in the sweep net and released after being looked at by all and sundry.  
There were numerous sub-adult banded-legged golden orb web spiders under the trees and John and Bertus 
had a lot of fun photographing a swarm of gregarious antlions.  Somewhere along the way we lost Miemmie 
and Jeremy and the teenage boys who went swim in the farm dam.  After a happy morning in the veld the 
Britz family had to leave early and the rest of us gathered round a table under a tree to discuss what we had 
found and check our “catch” with a microscope.    
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Some people were more interested in spiders and discussing spiders than others! 

 

 
 

 

 

Zoo Farm Jol  

8th to 10th March 

2013 
 
Report and photos by Astri 

Leroy 
 

 

What a pleasure to drive through the northern Free State on Friday afternoon 8th March.  The grasslands are 
looking wonderful.  The low afternoon sun and gentle breeze brought out the subtle changes of colour and 
big white clouds cast running shadows on the veld.  I was delighted to be out of town!  Peet van der Ark was 
going to join the jaunt to the Johannesburg Zoo farm but his car broke down just before the Grasmere Toll 
Plaza.  Sorry Peet, you would have enjoyed it. 
 
Off the freeway and a short distance out of Parys my trusty Polo and I hit dirt, and very corrugated dirt it 
was!  My car was packed to the gunwales with tent, microscopes, collecting gear, the gazebo, sweep nets, a 
minimum of personal stuff and food, but a good bottle of “The Tarantula” whisky was carefully stowed in my 
backpack.    Once we had turned off onto the private road to the farm the road became more interesting 
with a huge herd of fine Nguni cattle hogging the good bits and vehicles being well and truly pushed into the 
wash-aways. 
 



  

Spider Club News March 2013 P A G E  10 

The zoo folk, headed by Louise Matschke, were enthusiastic and fun, so we had a great time.  Young Connor 
Naude dragged me out to look for spiders almost before I was out of the car and he and Ashwin loved using 
the microscopes. 
 

  
Louise Matschke with Connor and Daniel 
Naude showing our gazebo 

 

A strange colour morph of an immature Argiope:  Probably 
Argiope australis 

 
    
The farm is used to house surplus and retired zoo animals as well as breeding colonies of wattled and blue 
cranes and marabou storks.  Friday night after a good meal and certain amount of partying, sleep was made 
difficult by the nearby lions roaring almost all night.  Well I speak for myself; I guess the zoo people are used 
to it.  Saturday was a lovely day, if rather hot and while we waited for the rest of the people to arrive, we 
were treated to a visit to the lions when they were being fed.  The lions objected loudly to being watched 
from close by, what a noise!  After that we went spider hunting with stunning results.  (See attached list.)  
Using prepared worksheets I took those interested through their paces to see if they could identify any of 
the spiders to family level and showed them how amazing and beautiful spiders are when you look at them 
through a microscope.    Party again at lunch time for Louise’s birthday and in the evening we went exploring 
right up to the top of the southern bit of the Vredefort impact crater.  After that I showed some photos of 
spiders and (by request) took them through the quiz that we had at the AGM in 2011. 
 
It was a super weekend but as Sunday morning dawned cold, windy and drizzly, I called it a day, packed my 
gear and was home by early afternoon. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A different kind of 
alcohol for spider 
club events 
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The Butt-eyed Spider 
 

Defence Posture of a large huntsman spider Panaratella immaculata Lawrence 
1937 in the family Sparassidae 
 

By Sheana Campbell and Astri Leroy 
 
On New Year’s Eve 2012 this spider was found at night sitting close to an ant trail inside a house in 
Polokwane, Limpopo Province in northern South Africa. (Coordinates: -23.87563, 29.542011).  
 
Sheana says: 
 
 “When I stepped closer, the spider turned away from me, lowering its head and raising its abdomen, to show 
two large black patches, surrounded by paler rings which give the impression of big, dark eyes. When I took 
the spider outside to take the photos in better light, it again turned so that it was facing away from me, 
raising the end of its abdomen even higher and dropping its head even closer to the ground which made the 
“eye-patches” even more impressive.   It was otherwise very calm and peaceful, not at all agitated or upset 
by my moving it.”   This must be a defence posture showing off false “eyes” to deter potential predators, 
which in effect makes this small animal seem larger. 
 

 

Panaratella immaculata defence posture, 

showing eye spots on its abdomen. 

 

 

Head down, butt-up defence posture. 

 

Sheana sent these pictures to The Spider Club of Southern Africa to see if it could be identified.  At first we 
could only say it was in the family Sparassidae and since the spider had not been collected it took a while to 
get positive identification even to genus level but we got there in the end.    Sheana has given it the 
nickname “butt-eyed spider” which seems very apt! 

Postscript:  another specimen was found on the Eastern Cape trip at Easter. 

REFERENCE:  Jäger & Kunz 2005: An illustrated key to the genera of African huntsman spiders. (Arachnida, 
Araneae, Sparassidae). Senckenbergia biologica 85: 163 – 213. 
 

http://research.amnh.org/oonopidae/catalog/bib.php?id=10210
http://research.amnh.org/oonopidae/catalog/bib.php?id=10210
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NOTES ON NILUS SP. IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

By Astri Leroy  
 

(Martin Nyffler requested information on these spiders, and below is an adaptation of the notes 
sent to him) 
 
The three most common species in our area are in order: 
Nilus curtus (previously Thalassius spinosissimus after Sierwald, P. revision in 1987) 
Nilus margaritatus 
Nilus radiatolineatus 
 
In 2011 Peter Jäger moved them from Thalassius to Nilus O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1876. See Zootaxa 3046:1-
38. 
 
I am most familiar with the really common and widespread N curtus, so this is the species referred to in the 
following notes.  
 
  

 

 
Nilus sp. photographed near Knysna 
 
Photo © Heide Davel 

 
 
 
I have seen them in South Africa, Botswana, Swaziland, Mozambique and Namibia wherever there is more-
or-less permanent fresh water. (You have to take into account that southern Africa is considered arid except 
for some parts of the southern and eastern coastal areas.)  They can occur in water bodies as diverse as the 
back-waters of rivers to small fish ponds and cattle drinking troughs, dams, reservoirs and natural lakes.   
They do not seem to occur where water is really scarce and surface water is only seen once in several years 
but can eventually colonise perennial artificial water bodies even in rather dry places.   Of course the largest 
and most stable populations are in areas of naturally occurring perennial water in warmer parts of South 
and southern Africa. 
 
 
Like all pisaurids Nilus females carry their egg sacs under their bodies, held in the chelicerae until it is time to 
build the “nursery” when they will seek out suitable vegetation, attach the egg sac and guard it even after 
the young emerge.  We have photos of all this.  What I have noticed is that she may travel a considerable 
distance from the water’s edge before she attaches the egg sac to vegetation and this could be to avoid 
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predation by amphibians and other predators that are confined to the water’s edge but I do not think this 
has been officially documented.  I have found egg sacs up to 20 m from water bodies, but most are much 
closer to the water.    Most of the “nurseries” have been at a height of a metre or more from the ground and 
generally attached to reeds, sedges and grasses.  
 
 

 

 
Nilus sp. female holding egg sac below her 
body. 

 
Photo © Heide Davel 
 

 
 
A female we kept in a tank which produced an egg sac would dive WITH the egg sac if she was disturbed and 
stay under water, holding it for up to 15 minutes until she decided it was safe to surface again.  
 
 
Certainly Nilus will readily prey on small fish, but I have found that captive specimens prefer insects.   They 
also catch small frogs, tadpoles aquatic insects and other insects that fall into the water.  At Rooikoppies 
Dam in Northwest Province, South Africa during the summer when the dam is really full, the shallows are 
about knee height and extend for many meters from the shore.  Sedges and grasses poke above the water 
surface and there are many fishing spiders (I suspect all are N curtus) resting, head-down on these plants 
with the front legs on the water surface.  If one wades towards deeper water thousands of small fish are 
disturbed and the spiders dive in and catch them as they swim past.  One really large female caught and 
subdued a fish about 60 mm long which must have been very much heavier than she was.   We found this 
impressive.  
 
In the process of capturing live Nilus on several occasions we have been bitten by handling them too 
roughly.  Their venom has almost no effect of humans, just leaving an itchy spot for some days.  This is 
interesting as this same venom acts really fast on small, cold-blooded vertebrates. 
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A RESPONSE TO ALARMIST AND INACCURATE  

E-MAILS ON VIOLIN SPIDERS 

 
By Meg Cumming, Harare, Zimbabwe 
 
There is a sensationalist and alarmist e-mail, with graphic photos purporting to show a violin spider bite, 
circulating like wildfire at present.  The name of the person bitten is not given, nor is there any proof that 
this is a spider bite, let alone a violin spider bite – it may well be due to a host of possible causes, with most 
of the visible damage in fact being caused by secondary infections that require antiseptic and antibiotic 
treatment. 
 
There are almost universally believed fallacies that, “If you didn't see what bit you, it was a spider and the 
most likely candidate is the violin spider". In reality, a variety of medical conditions can cause these lesions, 
including lymphatic disorders, bacterial and fungal infections, and delayed-hypersensitivity allergic 
reactions, in addition to thorns and scratches from plants, and the bites of ticks or other arthropods. Certain 
medical conditions can also increase the risk of serious infection e.g. alcoholism, malnutrition, immune 
suppression and diabetes.  
 
Over the past twelve years similar hysterical e-mails has been circulating in various forms – for instance, 
people were warned that violin spiders were to be found under the seats of toilets in aeroplanes, which is 
patent nonsense.  The present scare-story appears to have originated in America. The spider in the 
photograph is actually the American Brown Recluse spider, Loxosceles reclusa , which is not found in 
Southern Africa at all. However, the Zimbabwean and South African species also belong to the 
genus Loxosceles and there are other Afrotropical species (12 in all).  Further species occur in North Africa, 
the Mediterranean region and in tropical North and South America. The Zimbabwean/South African violin 
spider Loxosceles simillima looks like this: 

 

                                        

 

Violin spiders, together with sac and button/widow spiders are classified as being “of medical importance”. 
All three produce toxins which affect humans in one of two ways: they may be neurotoxic (affecting the 
nervous system, with painful bites e.g. button spiders) or cytotoxic (painless bites but leading to slow 
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inflammation and possible necrotic or breakdown impacts on surrounding body tissues e.g. sac and violin 
spiders). Snake venoms are classified in the same way. 
 
There are over 43,000 described species of spiders in the world and of these only 0.45% are known to be 
medically important. Spiders are not aggressive in the sense of trying to attack people but only bite in 
situations where they are defending themselves e.g. when being squashed. The implication in the e-mail 
that all spiders should be killed is senseless and uneducated. Spiders are an extremely important part of 
food-webs and ecosystems and the overwhelming majority are completely harmless to man.  Yes, they are 
all predators but they eat small invertebrates, many of which are pests in the home or in agricultural 
systems. 
  
One has to question the psychological state of the 'joker' from whom the e-mail originally came. What kind 
of person deliberately spreads alarm and despondency and advocates for the destruction of a vital group of 
creatures? 
 
Perhaps the most insidious comment in this e-mail is “Please warn kids”. Surely a better approach would be 
to educate the children, get them outdoors (away from their computers and TV) and give them an 
appreciation of nature and of the working of natural systems? Far from terrifying ourselves and our children 
we should be encouraging them to conserve what is left of our rapidly disappearing biodiversity. 
 
It is unfortunate that so many horror movies portray spiders as being as dangerous as sharks, crocodiles, 
hippos, lions and pythons etc. People are encouraged to adopt an emotional and mythological hatred of 
spiders early in their lives (Little Miss Muffet!).  Big hairy spiders are indeed not cuddly but why not simply 
catch them in a big bottle and release them at the far end of the garden or in the bush? 
 
To say that “violin spiders are breeding at a rate of speed” is not only extraordinary English but what is the 
basis for this statement – has anybody done research on this question? I personally have been catching 
spiders for scientific purposes in many parts of Zimbabwe for twenty years but have never yet caught a 
violin spider. The spider specialists at the Agricultural Research Council in Pretoria, who have accumulated a 
vast database on Southern African spiders tell me that Loxosceles is seldom seen and they regard it as 
'scarce', although it can be more common in some locally restricted areas (the spider is nocturnal and 
secretive, a free-running ground wanderer, hiding in dark corners or under stones or in caves). Spider 
experts at the Natural History Museum in Bulawayo report that they occur quite widely round Zimbabwe 
but very few scientifically confirmed bites have been reported. Sac spiders on the other hand are extremely 
common and easily found in all our gardens – and yet the number of their bites is relatively low (a fact 
confirmed for me by a well-known Harare doctor).  
 
The following comments from America are instructive: “People have been blaming spiders for a myriad of 
medical maladies for reasons more associated with historical prejudice, hyperbole and convenience of 
diagnosis than solid evidence-based science”. …...... “The danger of assuming a red patch is a spider bite is 
that it may delay treatment of more serious conditions”........ “In America, the Brown Recluse Spider is found 
only in the central and southern States. But in both California and Florida high numbers of Recluse spider 
bites are reported to doctors every year, although the spider itself has never been found in those States”.   
 
For more information on medically important spiders there is a great deal on the internet, notably the 
SANSA (South African National Survey of Arachnida) ebsite  (http://www.arc.agric.za/home.asp?pid=5480). 
Rick Vetter’s website link for Recluse spiders:  http://spiders.ucr.edu/articles.html 
Hoaxes:  www.snopes.com 
 
 Acknowledgments - I wish to thank the following experts for help with this report: 

Dr. Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman  of the Agricultural Research Council in Pretoria,  Astri 

Leroy (Spider Club of Southern Africa), Leon Lotz of the National Museum, 

Bloemfontein and Dr Moira FitzPatrick of the Natural History Museum of Bulawayo.  
 

http://www.arc.agric.za/home.asp?pid=5480
http://spiders.ucr.edu/articles.html
http://www.snopes.com/
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ARACHNOPHOBE SPOTS RARE TRAPDOOR SPIDER, 

AND INSTANTLY EXTENDS ITS RANGE! 
 

Report and photo by Joan Faiola 
 
 
Alison Hanson (who has been on Spider Club outings, even though she is arachnophobic) invited me to 
Foothold, a property belonging to the Johannesburg Hiking Club (of which she is a member) in the western 
Magaliesberg north of Johannesburg.  The main purpose of the weekend was to relax, do as little as 
possible, and maybe just some gentle birding.   
 
 
On Sunday morning, we went for a walk in the woodlands.  This is the typical mixed woodland of the area, 
with Acacia Karroo, Ziziphus mucronata,  Searsia lancea (formerly Rhus lancea) and various Combretum and 
Cussonia spp as the stand out trees on the red soil, in the foothills of the small mountain range which is the 
Magaliesberg.  The cliffs on the southern side of this range loom over the area of our walk. 
 
 
Alison was walking behind me, when she exclaimed:  I have spotted a spider!  Of course, I went back to look, 
and there on the sandy path was a male trapdoor spider.   I had no collecting equipment with me, but I had 
a small plastic container that disposable ladies’ razor heads come in.  I popped this over the spider, snapped 
on the lid, and we took our find back to our campsite, where I transferred it to a more appropriate collecting 
tube. 
 
   

 
 
 
Ian EngeIbrecht of GDARD recently co-authored a paper on four Stasimopus species in Gauteng and 
surrounds (see below), and I thought he would be interested in this find.  I did not have his phone number 
with me, but sent a text message via a mutual friend.  That evening at home, I received an email from him 
asking for photos, which I duly sent, together with coordinates.  It was only when I inspected my photos that 
I noticed the diagnostic horn on the carapace.   Ian identified the spider as a male Stasimopus filmeri and 
replied as follows: 
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“This is very exciting. The species is known from only a handful of records so every new one is very valuable. 
This one is particularly so because it's a huge range extension westwards for the species, and it’s on the 
southern slopes of the Magaliesberg, also unexpected.  All in all an excellent observation.” 
 
Alison is feeling very proud.  
 
  

Notes on Stasimopus filmeri (Mygalomorphae, Ctenizidae) 
 
The paper referred to above and cited below was covered in the Spider Club News, Vol. 28 No. 1 (March 
2012) 
 
Cryptic diversity of South African trapdoor spiders: Three new species of Stasimopus Simon, 1892 
(Mygalomorphae, Ctenizidae), and redescription of Stasimopus robertsi Hewitt, 1910 – Ian Engelbrecht 
(GDARD) and Lorenzo Prendini (AMNH) in AMERICAN MUSEUM NOVITATES Number 3732, 42 pp. February 
13, 2012  
 
The following brief information is taken from this excellent and informative paper. 
 
Stasimopus filmeri was described in the paper as a new species.  It was named in honour of the late Dr 
Martin Filmer, a former chairman of the Spider Club, who first recognised this species as new to science, and 
published a photograph in his book Southern African Spiders an Identification guide (First published in 
1995).   
 
This species is the only Stasimopus sp. known with a horn on the carapace, which inclines posteriorly and 
extends at least to the posterior margin of the carapace. This feature is shared by both males and females. 
The pedipalps of the male are elongated, reaching the end of leg I when both are extended forward.   
 
The known range at the time the paper was prepared was limited to a small area NW of Krugersdorp, on the 
border of Northwest and Gauteng provinces.  This new specimen extends the range of the species quite a 
few kilometres westward. 
 
NOTE: Find the article published in the latest edition of Conservation Africa on the Trapdoor Spiders of 
Gauteng, which comprises an interview with, and photos by, Ian Engelbrecht.  You can subscribe to this 
paperless, advertisement-free publication at www.conservationafrica.co.za  (R120 for 11 issues). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

http://www.conservationafrica.co.za/
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Nephilidae revisited - The Golden Orb-web Spider family 

By Norman Larsen 

This orb-weaving family was previously included in the family Araneidae but was separated due to certain 
morphological differences and the way in which nephilids capture and consume their prey, and was placed 
in the Tetragnathidae. Recently the African genera Clitaetra, Nephila and Nephilengys were placed in the 
resurrected Nephilidae by Dr Matjaž Kuntner, a scientist from Slovenia, who is currently doing a world 
revision of this remarkable family.  Spiders in the family Nephilidae first bite prey caught in the web and 
then proceed to wrap it, while the Araneidae and Tetragnathidae first wrap and then bite their prey. Two 
African genera, Clitaetra, and Nephilengys, are nocturnal and Nephila is diurnal, and females range in body 
length from 15-40 mm. They pose no threat to man. The common name is inappropriate as the only genus in 
this family to use yellow silk is Nephila.  
 
The generic name Nephila is derived from Greek, "nen" meaning "to spin" and "philos" meaning "love" 
meaning "fond of spinning". 
 

Genus: Nephila (Golden Orb-web Spiders) 

The largest and most impressive genus in the Nephilidae is Nephila.  Four species are currently described 
from South Africa namely: Nephila fenestrata (Black-legged Nephila), Nephila inaurata (Red-legged Nephila), 
the largest, Nephila komaci and Nephila senegalensis (Banded-legged Nephila). Pending a revision further 
species will be described. Nephila species occur in tropical to subtropical areas and construct a large vertical, 
sulphurous yellow orb-web which has the top section missing in adult webs.  Juvenile spiders construct 
complete orb webs. In semi-social populations, their webs are joined onto the bottom of 
another Nephila orb-web forming an awesome, almost impenetrable curtain of webs - like something from 
an Indiana Jones movie. These webs are supported by knock down strands of silk in front of and behind the 
orb-web.  Nephila's web is usually supported between two trees and can span enormous spaces even across 
highways with the orb up to a metre wide, about 1, 5 metres or more from the ground and is capable of 
capturing small birds the size of a bunting. There is no evidence that these birds are eaten but may be cut 
out of the web.  All Nephila species are diurnal and the females are large, measuring 15-40 mm in length, 
with a leg span of 100-120mm, while the males are only about 5-9mm, with leg span of up to 25mm, and are 
only one thousandth of the female's weight. Nephila komaci, found in Tembe Elephant Park in South 
Africa and Madagascar, is the largest orb-web spider known. 
 
The Nephila male has interesting mating manoeuvres: he mates while the female is feeding, he will copulate 
with his preoccupied mate. The males of some Nephila species, once mated, will break of parts of their palps 
sealing the female’s genital openings. The female Nephila constructs her egg sac on a leaf or tree bark 
containing 400 - 1500 eggs in one sac. 
 
There are usually one or two amorous males in the female's web as well as one or more tiny spiders with 
silver triangular abdomens. These are called dewdrop spiders of the genus Argyrodes (family Theridiidae) 
and they clean the orb-webs of prey too small for the host spider. 

 

Nephila fenestrata Thorell, 1859, Black-legged Nephila 

Nephila fenestrata, the Black-legged Nephila, occurs over most of South Africa, excluding the arid central 
and western regions, and is the only species to occur in the Western Cape. Since 2002 this species has 
crossed over the Du Toits Kloof/Hottentots Holland mountain ranges and is now the most commonly seen 
orb-web spider on the Cape Peninsula. It can be seen from January till the end of June or even to the end of 

http://www.answers.com/topic/ancient-greek-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana_Jones
http://www.biodiversityexplorer.org/birds/eurylaimidae/fringillidae/index.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tembe_Elephant_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madagascar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider_web
http://www.biodiversityexplorer.org/arachnids/spiders/theridiidae/index.htm
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August, usually in forested areas or near areas with trees allowing for suspension of their large orb-webs. In 
Kirstenbosch and Newlands Forest one can easily see 30 or more of these spiders. 
 
The female, with a body length of 20-
30mm, is almost entirely black and the 
first, second and fourth pairs of legs 
have a brush of bristles on the tibia. The 
third pair of legs is the shortest with no 
brush. The abdomen is elongated (long 
oval) and is cream to yellow with the 
caudal section (towards the tail end) 
black or blue with speckles infusing 
forward into the yellow. There is a huge 
variation of abdominal patterns with 
the amount of black or blue on the 
abdomen. The specific name fenestrata 
(Latin: windowed) refers to the 
window-like pattern on the ventral side 
of the abdomen. 
 
Right Nephila fenestrata in human 
habitation, Western Cape      photo © 
Dave Pollock 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Nephila senegalensis (Walckenaer, 

1842) Banded-legged Nephila                                      

Nephila senegalensis occurs in Kwazulu-
Natal, Eastern Cape and Northern 
regions of southern Africa. The specific 
name is in reference to the type 
locality. Typically of Nephila the legs 
have brushes on the tibia of the first, 
second and fourth pairs of legs. The 
blackish legs are banded with yellow. 
The Banded-legged Nephila has a body 
length of 25-30mm. 
 
photo © Charles Haddad 
 

 
  



  

Spider Club News March 2013 P A G E  20 

Nephila inaurata (Walckenaer, 1842) 

(Red-legged Nephila) 

The Red-legged Nephila occurs in the 
northeastern corner of southern Africa. 
The legs are coloured brown with 
reddish bands and have no brushes on 
the tibia. It is a large species with the 
body reaching a length of up to 35mm 
and extending over the spinnerets.  
 
photo © Matjaž Kuntner 
 

 

 

 
 

Nephila komaci Kuntner & Coddington, 2009 (Komac’s Nephila) 

This spider was only recently discovered in museum collections. Subsequent research has found that Nephila 
komaci occurs in sand forest in Tembe Elephant Park, (Kwazulu-Natal) in South Africa and Madagascar. 
On average, N. komaci is the largest orb web spider yet discovered. The female has a leg span of 120mm and 
a body length of up to 40mm. There were no images of live spiders until Ryan Tippett came across 
specimens after some abnormal rains at the Ethlathini bush camp that borders on False Bay Park about 
25km north of Hluhluwe.  This find extends the original range. 
 

  
Above left and right: Nephila komaci at Ethlathini Bush Camp, Zululand  photos © Ryan Tippett 

 
 
The legs and palps are black (a dark red in alcohol preserved specimens) with brushes on the tibia of the 
first, second and fourth pairs of legs The carapace is covered with silver setae while the abdomen is black 
with yellow blotches dorsally and spots ventrally. As with Nephila inaurata, which occurs commonly in this 
area, the abdomen extends considerably beyond the spinnerets. The specific name is in honour of the late 
Andrej Komac who died in a diving accident.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tembe_Elephant_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madagascar
http://www.facebook.com/ryan.tippett.9
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I would like to thank Matjaž Kuntner for his assistance with this article and Ryan Tippett for Nephila komaci 
image and information. 

 

Norman Larsen 
(Associate Arachnologist: 
Iziko, South African Natural History Museum.) 
16 Plantation Rd 
Devil's Peak 
Cape Town 
8001 
Cell: 0836981943 
Email: avellopsis@telkomsa.net 
Web: www.biodiversityexplorer.org.za 
 
 

More nephilids on the next page. 
 
 

  

http://www.biodiversityexplorer.org.za/
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NEPHILIDAE GALLERY 
 
 

 

 

 

Above left: Nephila fenestrata – unusual dark form  
Photo © Norman Larsen 

Above right: Clitaetra irenae female 
photo © Matjaž Kuntner 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: Nephilengys cruentata female 
 
This species occurs all over sub-Saharan Africa, and 
many different colours and patterns have been 
seen.  This species is the only species recorded in 
mainland Africa.  It is often found near human 
habitation, and sometimes builds its web against 
the walls and wooden structures of houses. 
 
photo © Matjaž Kuntner 
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The Spider Club of Southern Africa  
www.spiderclub.co.za 

 

DIARY 2013 

 
 

SORTING SESSIONS FOR KLIPRIVIERSBERG COLLECTIONS 
20th APRIL, 2013 and/or 4th May 2013 
 
All-day sorting session for the specimens collected at Klipriviersberg by Joan and Paul. Book with Joan at 
joan@spiderclub.co.za or cell 082 565 6025 

 

YEBO GOGGA at the UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND   
8th – 12th May 2013 

 

This annual event is enormous fun when we are able to introduce members of the public to our amazing 
arachnid friends. The theme for YG 2013 is “UNDERGROUND” so if you find a burrowing arachnid and can 
keep it happily alive till May to show its burrowing habits, please do so.   PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU CAN 
HELP EVEN FOR A FEW HOURS DURING THE WEEK.  Contact joan@spiderclub.co.za  cell 082 565-6025 or 
Astri astri@spiderclub.co.za  cell 073-168-7187 
 
 

STAND AT OUTDOOR EXPO, WATERFALL ESTATE, MIDRAND 
24th – 26th May 2013 

 www.gauteng.outdoorexpo.co.za 

This year’s 21st Gauteng Outdoor Eco Adventure & Travel Expo will once again be held at Waterfall Polo 
Estate situated on the corner of Woodmead & Maxwell Drive Kyalami environ and takes place between the 
24th & 26th May 2013. GPS Co-ordinates:  26° 01′ 26.69″ S  &  28° 05′ 03.24″ E.   Opening hours: Friday 24 
May – 10h00 to 17h00    Saturday 25 May – 9h00 to 17h00   Sunday 26 May – 9h00 to 17h00.   We will need 
to set up much earlier on 24th of course.  PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU CAN HELP EVEN FOR A FEW HOURS. 
Contact  Jaco cell 083-258-8969 or jaco@spiderclub.co.za  
 
 

SPIDER CLUB AGM AND BRING-AND-BRAAI 
NESTLE CENTRE, WALTER SISULU NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN, POORTVIEW, 
ROODEPOORT 
23rd June 2013: 12H00 – 16H00 

 Venue is very close to the N14 Highway, so almost as easy from Pretoria as it is from anywhere in Greater 
Johannesburg.   A reminder, directions and Agenda will be sent out nearer the time. 
 

mailto:joan@spiderclub.co.za
mailto:astri@spiderclub.co.za
http://www.gauteng.outdoorexpo.co.za/
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IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP AT ARC’S ROODEPLAAT CAMPUS 
20th

 July 2013 – 09H00 for 09H30 until 16H00 
     
This is one of our most popular events, when we help, or at least attempt to help the arachnologists in the 
Biosystematics department to sort and identify as far as we can the THOUSANDS of spiders from surveys all 
around the country.   Microscopes, specimens, hands-on help and a light lunch will be provided.  It is a 
wonderful way to learn how to identify spiders and a spin-off is that it should help to equip citizen scientists 
(us!) with the skills to become more proficient at identifying spiders and so be able to help the professionals.  
NO CHARGE BUT BOOKING ESSENTIAL.  Book with Pal Cowan, paul@spiderclub.co.za or 082-773-5724 
 

 

Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organised, 
sometimes at quite short notice.   We will attempt to give you fair warning and those who do not 
have access to e-mail will be sent a text message. 
 
Norman Larsen is at the Cape Union Mart Adventure Centre, Canal walk in Cape Town every 
Saturday between 11 a.m. and 12 noon to demonstrate and talk about SPIDERS! 
 

 

 

mailto:paul@spiderclub.co.za

