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The Spider Club News 

 
Editor:  Joan Faiola                                           DECEMBER 2012 - Vol.28 #4 

 

 

Happy New Year  

to all our friends and readers 

 

(Arachnidus legocidum  … or ... Leggarachne species … or … Legoidia leroyae … Arachnidus starwaruis – 

Thanks to Sean, Norman, Marieke and Joseph for trying to identify this special spider) 
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Who are we? 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in 
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by 
all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member 
for information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from 
time to time.  A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, centred on 

spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.” 

Contact Us 

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

Visit our website, and send us photos and news that we can post there!  

 

…. At the 
Spider Club of Southern Africa 

page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969     jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Editor    Joan Faiola    082 565 6025    joan@spiderclub.co.za 

   Astri Leroy     073 168 7187   info@spiders.co.za 

   Charlotte Livingstone 083 439 6614   charlotte@spiderclub.co.za 
 
    Paul Cowan   082 773 5724     paul@spiderclub.co.za 

    

   Irmi Le Roux     info@joshmultimedia.com 
 

   Miemmie Byrch  082 772 3928  miemmie@spiderclub.co.za 
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From the hub…… 

This is the web of an agelenid which is quite common in the Lowveld.  It 
has a retreat in insect holes in tree trunks and branches.   I have never 
managed to catch an adult to identify it. 

 

Summer’s here and we have already had three varied and interesting outings. Aloe Ridge Farm near 
Barberton was the first venue and it was reported on in the previous newsletter. The next was to Tranquility 
Farm near Walkerville (see report on page 7) south of Johannesburg where the lush Highveld grasslands 
yielded outstanding arachnological results, this is only to be expected from one of the most species-rich 
biomes in the country.  Such a shame that only three spider people were there.    The next was to 
Koperfontein farm in the Bushveld of NW Province off the Derby road where a different suite of arachnids 
and two beautiful snakes were found.   It’s amazing that within a couple of hours drive or less from the 
urban centres of Pretoria and Johannesburg one can find such stunning creatures in such very different 
habitats.  See page 7 for report back on Koperfontein.  
 
These events are planned for YOU.  If you come along you will find that it is wonderful to meet with like-
minded people and learn more about the field craft of arachnologizing (?) as well as how to identify spiders 
in the field.  The normal programme for a day outing is to meet between 8 & 9 a.m. sign the register/ 
indemnity form whilst the outing leader informs the participants what is expected and what is not expected 
from them.  For example:  respect the landowner’s property; HOW to turn rocks over and why they must be 
put back exactly as they were; how to use sweep nets in grass and herbage; that theraphosids may NOT be 
collected without a valid and current permit from the Province in which the outing takes place; why we need 
to actually put the spiders into vials; whether the spiders we collect are to be released or kept and if kept, 
why and so on.  After that it is a kind of free-for-all and newbies catch on very fast! We supply glass vials for 
adults and plastic ones for children and other collecting equipment.   Spider hunting isn’t strenuous and we 
generally don’t get very far because spiders are simply EVERYwhere.  We usually break for lunch and check 
and discuss what we have found and catch up with each other, then if people want to continue in the 
afternoon they do but usually we wind down around 3 p.m. and head for home.  Of course weekend stay-
over outings are different with more time to set up pit traps, do night collecting and socialise.  So watch our 
diary, check your dates and JOIN IN! 
  
Facebook continues to be really lively.  Go and have a look and if you are not already a “friend” on our site 
ask to become one. http://www.facebook.com/groups/101951926508391/  Remember it is because of our 
Facebook page that we are planning a field trip to Kleinemonde between P.E. and East London during the 
Easter Holidays in 2013.     
 
Wherever you go (or don’t go) over Christmas and the New Year check out the spiders and other arachnids.  
See what they are doing and record them photographically or with notes or better still, both and let Joan 
have the results.  
 
Have a wonderful break, come back refreshed and raring to go. Drive safely, enjoy whatever you do during 
the festive season and tell us about your arachnid finds.  Merry Christmas and Happy, spidery 2013! 
 
Happy Holidays ….     
 

Astri                                                                 
 

    

http://www.facebook.com/groups/101951926508391/
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From the Editor:  
 
Another year has sped by, and summer holidays are almost upon us, at least, for those of us who live in the 
southern hemisphere. 
 
This newsletter is the last edition for the year, and has a few articles that I hope you will like.  I would 
encourage you to send in material, ideas, photos, stories that can be shared with club members.  Lately it 
has become a little difficult to give you a newsletter of the size and standard that you have come to expect.  
The editor’s job is to put together an edition made up of contributions from all over.  So I do need your 
input! 
 
Nonetheless, in this quarter’s edition we have news of another paper on brown button spiders from Rick 
Vetter and his colleagues, this time on predators and parasitoids of their egg sacs.  We also have a feature 
on Norman Platnick, a taxonomist and professor who works at the American Museum of Natural History in 
New York.  Norman has had a fascinating life, in which he has described many new species, taught new 
generations of arachnologists, and still publishes one of our most important tools, The World Spider Catalog, 
which has become essential to all who work with spiders at every level.  As Bristowe was always mentioned 
by previous generations of spider lovers, so Platnick is today.  (There are others, but we will get to them in 
future issues!)  
 
The website www.iSpot.co.za is becoming an important repository for postings on South Africa’s amazingly 
diverse wildlife, including arachnids.  Tony Rebelo of SANBI introduces iSpot to South African photographers.  
Read his article in this issue.  I have become an avid contributor to iSpot, as I have now found a home for my 
many botanical photographs, and I will continue to submit my arachnid photos to the SANSA Virtual 
Museum, as well as to iSpot, as Tony suggests. 
 
Astri Leroy has written an article on the spiders of Tranquility Farm, where an outing was held recently.  
Although the spiders of Gauteng might not be as diverse as KZN’s or those of the Eastern Cape, we were 
surprised and pleased by the variety we saw.  More from Gauteng is news of our survey of Klipriviersberg 
Nature Reserve.  Read about it, and join in, if you can! 
 
Finally, I wish you all the best for the festive season, and for a wonderful 2013. 
 
 
Yours in spidering  

Joan  
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Books  

 

 Scientific books from http://www.siriscientificpress.co.uk/ 
 
A selection of three of many books available from the above site.  Probably available from 
http://www.amazon.co.uk too.  Prices exclude postage. 
 

   

ISBN: 978-0-9558636-8-4 
 (2010) 
Arachnida and Myriapoda of the 
Seychelles islands 
Justin Gerlach & Yuri Marusik 
(editors) 
Soft cover 
435 printed pages 24 x 16 cm 
1,500+ line drawings, 17 photos 
Price £60 

ISBN: 978-0-9567795-4-0  
(2012) 
Fossil Arachnids 
Jason A. Dunlop & David Penney 
Hard cover 
192 printed pages 24 x 16.5 cm 
144 colour photos/illustrations 
Price £60 
 

ISBN 978-0-9567795-6-4 
(2012) 
Spiders of Kazakhstan 
D.V. Logunov & A.V. Gromov 
With illustrations by V.A. 
Tomokhanov 
Soft cover 
232 pages 24 x 16.5 cm 
203 colour illustrations 
Price £40 

                                                                    

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The International Society of Arachnology announced the death of the Australian arachnologist Valerie Todd 

Davies. After a long career in arachnology she was awarded the society’s Simon Award for lifetime 

achievement in 2010.  

Robert Raven of Queensland Museum said:  

Dr Valerie Todd Davies, who was Curator of Arachnology at the Queensland Museum from the 1972 to 1985 
died peacefully in her sleep in a Brisbane nursing home on October 29 2012 at the grand age of 92. She had 
worked here as a productive honorary at Queensland Museum (Southbank) well into her 80s.  
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Events Reports 
 

Outing to Tranquility Farm near Walkerville  

10th November 2012 

 
Report by Joan Faiola 
 
Such a pity that this outing was not well attended, as from an arachnid spotting perspective it was a great 
success.  When we arrived at the farm, we saw an area that had been transformed by farming, and which 
the present owners wish to bring back to nature.  Despite this, we found the arachnid fauna to be 
wonderfully rich, as grassland always is.  As we worked our way slowly through the different habitats, 
including rocky grassland and exotic woodland, we were surprised by the abundance and variety of the 
spiders we found.  It was so good that Astri has written a report on the fauna we found, which we feature 
elsewhere in this issue, together with some photos. 
 

 

 
 

Outing to Paul and Lizet’s farm Koperfontein near 

Rustenburg 17th November 2012 
 

Report by Joan Faiola 
 
Getting to the farm, Astri and I got horribly lost, and part of the problem was that the GPS coordinates given 
were in decimals, and our two GPS devices would only read in minutes and seconds!  And of course, we are 
both diabolically bad navigators!  Anyhow, we arrived to find the Lambrechts family already in attendance, 
and Ruan had found a beautiful snake under a rock.  George Britz from Rustenburg arrived with his family, 
and sometime later Louis “Monkeybusiness” Swanepoel, whose parents own the farm, arrived with friends.  
They were feeling anxious about what could be found, and how dangerous everything would be, but after a 
while were enthusiastically turning over rocks and studying the finds with great interest.  We may have 
made some converts to the spider cause.  They particularly liked the baboon spiders and the large burrowing 
scorpion that we found. 
 
The farm is on the side of a mountain, and the terrain is very rocky, so most of our finds were from under 
rocks. The weather was very hot, with temperatures soaring towards 40° Celsius, which proved too much for 
George’s small children, so the Britz family departed quite early.  The rest of us had an interesting and 
enjoyable day.  Some of the arachnids we found (notes by Astri Leroy): 

 
Araneae: 

Gnaphosidae: Xerophaeus sp. 
Palpimanidae: Palpimanus sp 
Philodromidae:   This one has me flummoxed.  I first thought it was Hirriusa then changed my mind to 
Tibellus but in any case I am really not sure. It could be some other genus in the family.  It was ground living, 
adult male and had extraordinarily long legs. 
Phyxelididae: Vidole sp 
Salticidae: Baryphas ahenus (one to species!!), Natta sp. Heliophanus sp. Several others that I cannot ID until 
I look at their CHELICERAL TEETH!! Even then I find them VERY difficult. 
Segestriidae: Ariadna sp. 
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Theraphosidae: Juv. 2 specimens.  Maybe Harpactira and/or  Harpactirella but too small to i.d. both under 
stones. 
Theridiidae: Latrodectus sp.  Probably L. renivulvatus 
Zodariidae: Capheris sp. 
Scorpiones: 
Scorpionidae: Opistophthalmus pugnax 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tegenaria parietina in Stellenbosch 
 

Note by Joan Faiola 
 
Padhraic O’Connor of Stellenbosch submitted these photos of what was subsequently identified as 
Tegenaria parietina, the Cardinal spider of Europe, and a relative of the common house spider that terrified 
me as a child.  It appears to be the first record for South Africa, and is not listed for this country in the World 
Spider Catalog, though it appears to have travelled to Argentina and Uruguay.  Padhraic found the spider in 
his bathroom. 
 
This spider has immensely long legs for its body length (20mm for females, 18mm for males).   
 
Photos © Padhraic O’Connor 
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Profile - Dr Norman Platnick 

 

 

Norman Platnick has been “in spiders” all his working life.  He studied Biology for an undergraduate degree 
at Concord College, West Virginia, before obtaining his master’s degree in Zoology at Michigan State 
University and his PhD in Biology at Harvard. 
 
His chosen field was, and is, systematics in spiders /taxonomy of spiders.  He has studied many different 
families, and described many new species.  
  
Dr Platnick’s current research is on the spider family Oonopidae (the goblin spiders). He heads a National 
Science Foundation-funded Planetary Biodiversity Inventory project that aims to complete a global revision 
of these spiders over the next few years. More than 45 arachnologists in 12 countries are involved in the 
project. Although only about 500 species of these small spiders had been described when the project began, 
the research team has already increased that number to over 1,000. It is estimated that there are actually 
about 2,500 species, most of which are expected to have very small geographic ranges and are therefore 
likely to be highly informative for studying historical biogeography and establishing conservation 
priorities.**   
 
Dr Platnick is curator emeritus in the division of Invertebrate Zoology of the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York. He is also a professor at both Cornell University and City University of New York, where 
he has taught for many years.  He has written numerous important papers on the spiders he has studied, but 
we amateurs (and the professionals) know him best for the masterly World Spider Catalog, which lists all the 
extant spiders of the world, being updated continuously as new spider species are discovered and described. 
I am personally extremely grateful for this gift to arachnology.  Part of the introduction to the Catalog, is 
quoted in the box below, and describes how the Catalog came into being.  Importantly, all the synonyms are 
included, which is very useful when one is reading old literature.  It also gives an idea of the huge scope of 
this project, and how much work was involved.  In the current version, V.13, a total of 43,244 species are 
listed in 3,879 genera and 110 families.  When I first started using the Catalog, two or three years ago, the 
total stood at just over 40,000.  The constant growth in numbers of described species is one of the reasons 
we cannot give a definitive answer to how many species there are in South Africa.  
 
You can find the Catalog at: http://research.amnh.org/iz/spiders/catalog/INTRO3.html 
 

Dr Platnick has featured in a number of very interesting videos on UTube:   

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZWIidriEo0   
(profile of Dr Platnick in which he describes how he got into spiders, telling it better than I could) 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oHacvRWYrg 
(Norman Platnick answers questions on spiders) 
 

 

 ** The description of the project on Oonopidae is lifted directly from http://www.amnh.org/our-
research/staff-directory/norman-i.-platnick 

http://www.amnh.org/our-research/invertebrate-zoology
http://research.amnh.org/iz/spiders/catalog/INTRO3.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZWIidriEo0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oHacvRWYrg
http://www.amnh.org/our-research/staff-directory/norman-i.-platnick
http://www.amnh.org/our-research/staff-directory/norman-i.-platnick
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EXCERPT FROM THE INTRODUCTION TO THE WORLD SPIDER CATALOG V.13 
 
Welcome to the WORLD SPIDER CATALOG! Work on this project began in 1986, when the untimely death of 
Paolo Brignoli deprived arachnology of one of its brightest lights. Spider students everywhere had learned to 
expect from Paolo a steady stream of fascinating papers, and had come to depend on his 1983 Catalogue of 
the Araneae for essential guidance to the massive modern literature on the subject. For his part, Paolo had 
been busy making notes for the first of the Catalogue supplements he had hoped to issue at periodic 
intervals. 
 
When, in September of that year, I accepted an invitation from the British Arachnological Society and 
Manchester University Press to take over the task of preparing the first supplement to Brignoli's volume, I 
had to decide in what manner to continue the cataloguing efforts begun by Bonnet, Roewer, and Brignoli. 
Bonnet's seven scholarly volumes are fully comprehensive, covering literature on all aspects of spider 
biology (through 1939). Roewer's three volumes cover the taxonomically useful literature (through 1939 or 
1954, depending on the family). Brignoli's volume filled many of the post-Roewer gaps (through 1980, with 
scattered coverage of later papers as well). My three subsequent volumes cover the literature from 1981 
through 1995 
. 
In my own work, Roewer's style of coverage has proved to be the most helpful. In checking on an obscure 
taxon, Roewer's volumes (which seem to have been based in large part on compilations by E. Reimoser) 
provide quick access to the most important information: a listing of where taxonomically useful illustrations 
can be found. The World Spider Catalog is therefore based largely on Roewer's volumes, with additions from 
Bonnet, Brignoli, my own three catalog volumes, and more recent literature. 
 
At least in theory, the listings include: 
 
(1) all descriptions of new species; 
(2) all post-Roewer transfers or synonymies of previously described taxa; and 
(3) all taxonomically useful (i.e., illustrated) references to previously described taxa. 
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Ostearius melanopygius – a record 

from a South African cave 
 

By Astri Leroy 

 
 
The photographs on page 14 of the BAS Newsletter July 2012, No. 124 of large numbers of adult and 
subadult Linyphiidae Ostearius melanopygius covering weeds with silk whilst apparently preparing to 
“balloon” are amazing.  Being cosmopolitan these little linyphiids are widespread in South Africa.  
Interestingly I have recorded them from the dark zone of caves which surprised me.   
 
There are a great many caves in Gauteng Province, South Africa, apparently in the region of 2000 - and 
counting.  In July 2005 whilst assisting with bat research I collected spiders from several caves in an area 
called The Cradle of Humankind north and west of the city of Johannesburg.  Deep inside one of these caves 
in the Gladysvale cave complex, against and under rocks in an ancient pile of bat guano were the small 
tangled, gum-foot webs of a linyphiid.   As I was not familiar with this family of spiders at the time I sent 
specimens to Tony Russell-Smith who identified them for me as Ostearius melanopygius.   (Common name: 
red-tailed spiders).   Because they are easily recognisable, I have since found them both in suburban gardens 
(Roodepoort and Houghton in greater Johannesburg) and outside of cities.     
 
Most of our caves are out of bounds without difficult-to-get permits from Nature Conservation because, like 
most caves, they have very fragile ecosystems and the majority of caves that are open to the public are so 
degraded and almost devoid of life that they are not worth examining.     This means that I have not looked 
for O. melanopygius either in the local Gauteng caves or other more distant cave systems in other parts of 
South Africa.    It is quite possible that they are known from deep inside caves in other places but I can find 
no records of this so I would be really interested to know if they have been recorded from cave and karst 
systems elsewhere in the world. 
 
Description of this species can be found at: http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/Summary/s/Ostearius+melanopygius 
from which the heading photo was lifted. 

 

 

  

   

http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/Summary/s/Ostearius+melanopygius
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iSpot southern Africa– your exciting new Virtual 

Museum 

 
By Dr Tony Rebelo - South African National Biodiversity Institute, Kirstenbosch 

 
Spider lovers have been spoiled by ready access to SANSA’s Virtual Museum.  Anyone can contribute to this. 
 
But now there is a tool for anyone to use.  iSpot southern Africa has been launched by SANBI as a public 
participation platform and is taking the country by storm.  You can post anything you like, animal, plant, 
fungus or disease.  It is easy to use and it is fun. 
 
To join up is simple.  Go to www.iSpot.org.za and sign up – it takes 2 minutes and one email and you are on.  
Uploading observations is just as easy – click on “Add an Observation,” upload your pictures and while it (or 
they: you can upload as many as you like per observation) is loading you can fill in the title, a description and 
the location.  If you don’t know your coordinates – not a problem: a Google map allows easy data entry.  
And if you are a sophisticated photographer, then iSpot will automatically upload your date, title, ID and 
locality from the picture’s exif data. Save and you are done. 
 
You can easily access your data via MySpot – this will keep you abreast of all identifications, comments and 
changes to any observation that you have contributed to in any way.  A map shows where your observations 
have been made over the last month, and a favourites window allows you access to any observations you 
may want immediate access to. 
 
The real charisma of iSpot is its reputation system.  Novices begin knowing little, but as they attempt 
identifications, these can be “I agreed” to by more knowledgeable users, who rub their reputation onto the 
novice.  Knowledgeable users rub off much more reputation and Experts even more.  And so novices can 
post observations and attempt identifications knowing that help is at hand.  iSpot calculates a “Likely ID” for 
any identification by adding up the reputations of those that have “I agreed” and added identifications.  
Again Experts carry twice the reputation of a Knowledgeable user, and Novices begin with 1 reputation vote 
and can acquire a reputation equivalent to Knowledgeable by posting lots of correct identifications.  
Comments and ID Notes allow exchange of information on identification, ecology, and tips for unlocking 
iSpot’s more hidden advanced features.  Experts and Knowledgeable users are encouraged to explain their 
IDs (if they have the inclination and time) and provide context and content for other users to benefit from. 
 
When you join iSpot, please request your society badges (look for badges in the “Help” menu).  These 
badges provide electronic links to your societies, and thus create an awareness of its activities.  There are 
also many forums for exchange of information, and especially for learning how best to use iSpot. 
 
We are anticipating exciting updates to iSpot in autumn.  At present iSpot is largely a Virtual Museum 
allowing exchange of information.  Data can easily be searched for (by Scientific or Common Names or other 
content) and viewed in a variety of formats (lists, thumbnails, minipictures, full-screen observations, and 
maps).  But more powerful searches, mapping functions and an exciting ID tool are in the pipeline, as well as 
cellphone uploading apps.  In the meantime, you can explore Taxonomy through the Taxonomy Tree, which 
allows you to view observations for any species, genus, tribe, family or higher level.  This is a handy way to 
familiarize yourself with specific groups.  This is tied to the iSpot dictionary.  Unfortunately at this stage our 
dictionary does not contain all spider species: only 2650 taxa are currently loaded, although all Spider 
families are on.  We hope to obtain a more comprehensive list of southern Africa’s Arachnids in 2013.  Any 
identification on iSpot that is in the dictionary links to that taxon in the Encyclopaedia of Life (and your 
observations on iSpot are directly accessible from EoL!).  For plants it also links directly to the national Red 
List - we hope to be able to do this for other groups once their Red Listing has been completed. 
 

http://www.ispot.org.za/
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iSpot was developed in the UK by the Open University as a teaching tool for taxonomy courses to engage 
remote students.  When SANBI had the opportunity to initiate a public participation platform, all available 
Virtual Museums worldwide were reviewed and iSpot chosen as the most user friendly and best 
identification and training interface.  In less than a year since its launch in April 2012, iSpot has amassed 
over 75 000 images, 36 000 observations, 45 000 identifications and 63 000 agreements by almost 2 000 
users.  It has over 5000 plant, 400 bird, 180 amphibian and reptile, 110 mammal, 150 lichen and fungi and 
390 insect and 138 Arachnid taxa identified.  Although the average time to an Identification is 8 days, a 
quarter of observations that are posted without identification are identified within one hour, over half 
within 10 hours and three quarters within 4 days.  You can see why iSpot is such a dynamic tool.  And it’s all 
done entirely voluntarily – mostly by citizen scientists, with some invaluable input and assistance by keen 
experts worldwide. 
 
And this is where you come in.  As the Spider Club you are all potential learners and teachers.  You can 
benefit from iSpot both by helping teach novices (and learning from experts) and by providing observations 
that can be used as benchmark observations and for ID practice.  At the same time you will be contributing 
Citizen Science data into the national South African National Biodiversity Database.  You can also invite 
scientists and friends to join iSpot – it’s not just for Arachnids!  And of course, if you are starting out on an 
exciting voyage of discovery of Arachnids, then this is the place to learn. 
 
 
Below: extract from submission to iSpot 
 

 
 
 
So what about SANSA’s Virtual Museum?  It would be a shame to see it become redundant.  But it is older 
technology and its real value is as a reference collection.  In time iSpot will certainly rival it, but not for quite 
a while yet.  SANSA and iSpot can co-exist synergistically: iSpot catering for citizen science, learning and 
mapping and SANSA as the reference collection.  You are welcome to put data on both, or if you prefer the 
SANSA style then please continue contributing to it preferentially, perhaps using iSpot for prey items or 
associated plants or whatever.  It makes sense to fill any gaps in SANSA with iSpot data, so data will be 
shared between the two, although your photographs are your copyright and will not be exchanged without 
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a personal request on iSpot to do so.  This way we can develop the strengths of both systems and grow 
together. 
 
iSpot also has other handy features: you can link directly to it from a spreadsheet, database or webpage 
using the url http://www.ispot.org.za/species_dictionary/species, where species is the genus and species 
you are interested in.  Using tags you can start your own project or survey: merely post your aims and goals 
on a forum, decide on a tag and get friends and associates to start uploading.  If you are interested there is a 
facility for distributing Bayesian keys via computers and cell phones (Bayesian Keys can be filled in in any 
order and the key suggests the next most useful feature to look for.)  The catch is that you have to write the 
key: interested? – contact us!  Keys to what?  Anything from the different Arachnid orders to tribes of Crab 
spider: whatever you are proficient in identifying.  And the keys can be illustrated - directly from iSpot. 
 
So what are you waiting for?  Sign up. Request your badge. And start having fun.  But beware, iSpot can be 
very addictive!  www.iSpot.org.za  - your place to share nature. 
 

 

Left:  
This demonstrates how you can add 
notes, and where other people can agree 
with your identification. 
Check out some of these links to photos 
submitted: 

http://www.ispot.org.za/node/150480 
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/150526 
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/167019 
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/168321 
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/169391 
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/171298 
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/173044 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ispot.org.za/species_dictionary/species
http://www.ispot.org.za/
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/150480
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/150526
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/167019
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/168321
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/169391
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/171298
http://www.ispot.org.za/node/173044
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Predators and parasitoids of egg sacs of two widow 

spiders in Southern California  

Summary of a new paper from Rick Vetter, Lenny Vincent, and colleagues in 
California  (published in the Journal of Arachnology 40 in 2012) 

 
Report by Joan Faiola 
 
Following the paper on the prevalence of brown widow spiders in Southern California which we reported in 
the June 2012 edition, comes another fascinating paper describing the findings on predators and parasitoids 
of the egg sacs of the brown widow spider Latrodectus geometricus (an introduced species also well known 
in South Africa), and the western black widow spider L. hesperus, the common indigenous species of the 
region. 
 
The egg sac of the western black widow is known to be attacked by insect parasitoids and egg predators.  
The investigation sought to discover whether and to what degree the parasitoids and predators would 
attack the egg sacs of brown widow spiders, as the species is introduced, and it would be interesting to 
measure the response of the predators and parasitoids to a new potential host. 
 
The following parasitoids and egg predators are known to attack the local species L. hesperus: 
 
Pseudogaurax signatus (a chloropid fly) lays its eggs on the outside of L. hesperus egg sacs.  The maggots 
hatch and push their way through the walls of the sac to the inside where they feed upon the eggs, and 
develop inside the sac. 
 
Baeus latrodecti (a wasp) is an egg endoparasitoid.  The adult female chews its way into the egg sacs of L. 
Hesperus, and lays one egg per spider egg. 
 
Other writers have reported an undescribed eurytomid wasp parasitizing L. geometricus egg sacs in Hawaii, 
and other eurytomid wasps known to parasitize the same species egg sacs include Philolema arachnovora 
(Jamaica) and Philolema latrodecti (Florida). In southern Africa, P. arachnovora and Gelis latrodectiphagus 
are parasitoids of the African widow species Latrodectus indistinctus found in South Africa, and the 
Australian widow L. hasselti has several parasitoids. 
 
The researchers dissected 3,739 brown widow spider egg sacs, and the findings compared to 263 western 
black widow spider egg sacs.  The findings showed that the latter exhibited a higher level of predation by 
Pseudogaurax signatus at 6.1% compared to 2% for the brown widow spider.    In conclusion, it was believed 
that the overall impact of the predators and parasitoids on brown widow spiders was too low to consider 
the use of the predator in biological control of the invasive species.  Another interesting conclusion was that 
the nature of the spiked egg sac surface might serve as an effective barrier to most predators and 
parasitoids. 
 
This summary cannot do justice to this fascinating paper.  Anyone interested in reading the paper in its 
entirety can approach me for a copy, or download it from the American Arachnology website. 
 

 

 
L. geometricus egg sacs from a 
Johannesburg house. 
 
Photo © Joan Faiola 
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Klipriviersberg Nature 

Reserve Arachnid Survey 

 
Joan Faiola and Paul Cowan, with  
Morné Brits of KNA  
 

Photo © Tom Botha 

 
 
Earlier this year, the Spider Club had an outing to Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve in southern Johannesburg.  
This reserve is administered by Johannesburg City Parks, who have a very good relationship with the friends 
group, Klipriviersberg Nature Association.  Both these entities are very keen on having inventories of all the 
flora and fauna present in the reserve, and the Spider Club was requested to perform an arachnid survey.  
We are happy to report that Joburg City Parks readily granted us permission to conduct our survey. 
 
Klipriviersberg NR is the largest area under conservation in the Johannesburg metropolitan area, and this is 
the first formal survey of the arachnida of the reserve. 
 
Our survey commenced in September 2012, and we have installed 40 pit traps, in sets of 10 in four differing 
environments.   

1. In alluvial sands within the flood line of the river – 5 traps, and a further 5 nearby above the flood 
line 

2. Under trees close to the river, the main tree being Searsia (formerly Rhus) with other trees nearby, 
notably Acacia karroo 

3. On a rocky hillside with mixed vegetation 
4. On a second rocky hillside with dominant Acacia caffra 

 
In addition to this, we are also collecting by hand, by inspection under rocks and on vegetation, and with 
sweep nets.   
 
Our pit traps collect an enormous number of Parktown prawns! (King crickets, Order Orthoptera: 
Libanasidus vittatus).  And in the last two collections we have started seeing a lot of Shongololos (Millipedes, 
order Spirostreptida).   In the collections done on 16th December, thankfully the number of Parktown prawns 
collected appears to be lessening. 
 
This by-catch is most unfortunate, but inevitable. We have started to see some interesting spiders as well, in 
both the pit traps and hand collections.  One very interesting find was a female trapdoor spider 
(Mygalomorphae: Cyrtaucheniidae, probably Homostola sp.)  We caught sight of her as she laboured across 
a rock face with an ant holding onto a hind leg.  In all probability her burrow became infested with ants, 
which probably attacked her, and she would have left the burrow to get away from them.  We collected her, 
but she died shortly after, probably as a result of many ant stings.  Ian Engelbrecht of Gauteng Nature 
Conservation has informed us that we should find a good number of trapdoor spider species in several 
families, as well as two theraphosid species in Harpactira and Brachionopus.  So far we have found 
Harpactira hamiltoni, the common baboon spider of our area.   We have also found two scorpion species, 
Scorpionidae: Opistophthalmus pugnax, a burrowing scorpion, and Buthidae: Uroplectes triangulifer.  We 
merely note the baboon spiders and burrowing scorpions, and photograph them, as we do not have a 
permit to collect these protected species. 
 
We are also finding many jumping spiders (Salticidae), Wolf spiders (Lycosidae) and ground velvet spiders 
(Eresidae: Dresserus sp.)  We already have quite a few spiders which need identifying, and all our specimens 
will be lodged at the National Collection. 
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Left:  
Spiderlings clinging on top of and below the 
abdomen of a wolf spider found in Klipriviersberg.  
Note how she is walking on tip toe. 
 
Photo © Joan Faiola 

 
Surveys of this kind are held to establish what the arachnid fauna of the area consists of, and not especially 
to find new species, or iconic species, although we won’t object if this happens!  It is just that we really have 
no idea of what there is, and finding out is our first priority. 
 
We thank Dr Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman and Robin Lyle of the Biosystematics division of ARC: PPRI for their 
support and encouragement. 
  
Anyone interested in helping us can contact Joan or Paul (contact details on page 3).  We visit the reserve 
once a fortnight.  

 
Below: probable Homostola sp. Photo © Joan Faiola 

 
Below: Uroplectes triangulifer Photo © Joan Faiola 
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Arachnids seen at Tranquility Farm, 

Hartzenbergfontein, Gauteng on 10th November 2012 
 
By Astri Leroy 
 
We did not have great expectations of a farm in Gauteng, but were pleasantly surprised by the wonderful 
variety in what we found.  We certainly would like to visit this conservancy again.  The following report was 
written for the owners of Tranquility Farm, who were arachnologically uninitiated, but hopefully by this 
report learned a little about the spiders of their farm and how they function. 
 
SPIDERS – ORDER ARANEAE 

In a few hours, it is quite impossible to get an idea of the spider diversity of any area but we did find quite a 
number of interesting spiders in several different spider families, some of which we photographed.   
 
Probably the most spectacular were flame-red jumping spiders, family Salticidae, species Cyrba nigrimana -  
male. Those little “boxing gloves” in front of his face in front of his first pair of legs are his mating organs 
which is why we know he is a male.  Jumping spiders are quite small but well worth watching.  They have 
huge central, front eyes and very good eyesight.  They can be very cute if you take the trouble to watch 
them, with interesting courtship rituals, and they are inquisitive and will often track your finger if you wave 
it in front of them.  The family of jumping spiders, the Salticidae has the most species of any spider family, 
worldwide. They are all harmless. 
We were able to get Cyrba down to species level because we studied the chelicerae of the spider, in 
particular the tiny cheliceral teeth which are diagnostic for the species.  A depiction of this character was 
supplied by Galina Azarkina, a salticid expert who lives in Russia. 
 
 

 

 

 
Left: the delightful Cyrba nigrimana, and above a 
drawing of the minute cheliceral teeth. 
Photo © Astri Leroy 

Drawing © Galina Azarkova 

 

Here are some other spiders we saw: 
  
Right: Web of a grass funnel web spider, Benoitia 
ocellata , family Agelenidae.  The spiders are seldom 
seen because They have excellent eyesight and duck into 
their tunnels at the slightest sign of danger but their 
webs are common and obvious in the veld.     Harmless. 
 
Photo © Astri Leroy 
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Forest hackled mesh-web spiders. Vidole sp. 
Family Phyxelididae.  Despite their name many 
species are found far from forests!  The kind of 
silk they produce is fluffy, almost woolly and it 
entangles insects instead of sticking them down 
with glue droplets. They make flimsy tangle-
webs in dark damp spots. 
Harmless. 
Photo © Astri Leroy 
 

A plant mesh-web spider, family Dictynidae probably 
Archaeodictyna sp. These tiny spiders (about 4mm body 
length) are not easy to spot but their webs are more 
easily seen, usually in the angle made by a twig growing 
from the trunk of some small shrub.  Harmless.      
     

Photo below left © Astri Leroy 
 
Photo below © John Leroy 
Below: Plant mesh-web spider’s tiny web.  The 
spider is in there somewhere.                                                        

  
 
 

Below:  
Black button spider male, Latrodectus renivulvatus. 
Contrary to popular opinion black button spiders, also 
called widow spiders are not common and can be 
difficult to find.  Finding the tiny males of the species is 
even more difficult so we were delighted to find this 
pretty little fellow who has a body length of 
approximately 3 mm.  Females are much bigger and 
although we did not find one at Tranquility farm they 
must be there.  Male button spiders are harmless.  
 
Photo © Astri Leroy 

 

Adult female black button spiders have an 
abdomen about the size of a green pea and 
smooth spherical egg cases as this picture below 
shows.  See the male just above the female: you 
can judge the size difference. Button spiders or 
widows are considered our most venomous 
spiders with a strong neurotoxic venom but they 
pose very little danger to humans because they 
are small animals and therefore don’t have 
much venom, are fairly rare, very unaggressive 
and shy. 
   
Photo © John Leroy 
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Left: 
Grass crab spider. Runcinia sp. Family 
Thomisidae.  We found a sub-adult male which 
means there are females there too.  Here is a 
picture of a female.  Harmless. 
 
Photo © John Leroy 

 

 
Right: 
Horned velvet spider, Dresserus sp. family Eresidae. In 
this photo you can clearly see the three “horns” at the 
front of the spider’s carapace. Horned or ground velvet 
spiders are usually found under rocks in tube webs of 
hackled silk.  Harmless. 
 
Photo © Joan Faiola 

  

 

 
Left: Spitting spider, Scytodes fusca, family 
Scytodidae.  There are a number of species of 
spitting spider in South Africa.  This species is 
probably introduced because it is found in many 
parts of the world and was very likely brought 
here from Europe. Harmless. 
 
Photo © Joan Faiola 

 

    
Other spiders we found: 
 
Cork lid trapdoor spider.  We only found the burrow, not the spider 
False button spider, Steatoda sp (male and female) family Theridiidae 
Flat-bellied ground spider, Zelotes sp. Family Gnaphosidae 
Flower crab spiders. All immature but probably Thomisus citrinellus. Family Thomisidae 
Jumping spider a black and white striped one, not sure of species. family Salticidae 
Silver and green vlei spider, Leucauge sp. Family Tetragnathidae 
Tube-web spider, Ariadna sp. family Segestriidae 
Wolf spider.  Family Lycosidae 
 
OTHER ARACHNIDS 
 
SCORPION:  Pseudolychas pegleri. This is a small 
dark-coloured scorpion in the family Buthidae.  It is 
unique in having a “thorn” on the upper side of its 
sting.   They are one of the only scorpions that seem 
to favour damp habitats and in built-up areas will 
often come indoors along bath outlet pipes.  They do 
not sting readily and although a sting is painful at 
first it is not dangerous. 
Photo © Astri Leroy 
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Pseudoscorpion or false scorpion. ORDER 
PSEUDOSCORPIONES.  Tiny arachnids that look 
rather like miniature scorpions without tails, they 
are often found in association with social insects 
such as ants, termites and bees as well as some adult 
beetles and even birds.  Because they cannot fly they 
hitch rides with their hosts to get from place to 
place.  They are completely harmless and prey on 
such tiny creatures as mites. 
Photo © John Leroy 

 
 

 
Harvestman  Rhampsinitus sp., family Phalangiidae, 
Order OPILIONES.  Although harvestmen look similar 
to spiders and have 8 legs, they have fused bodies, 
only two eyes, no venom glands (are therefore 
harmless) and do not produce silk. 
 
Photo © Astri Leroy 
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The Spider Club of Southern Africa  
www.spiderclub.co.za 

 

DIARY 2013 

 
KOKOPELI FARM  
27th January 2013: 8.30 for 9am to around 4pm  
 
Bertus Louw has invited the club to visit and explore the farm for spiders on the other side of Magaliesburg 
town. It is about an hour from the crossroads at the bottom of the Krugersdorp hill. Drive through 
Magaliesburg's main road (R509) in a north-westerly direction (in other words Johannesburg/Krugersdorp is 
behind you and Rustenburg ahead of you); Turn left onto the Koster road (R509), Continue for about 12km. 
When you pass the tiny Vlakdrif petrol station, slow down and look out for a turn off where you have to turn 
right (about 900m after the petrol station). There is a smallish sign saying "Magalies Retreat" and another 
one saying "Rica Piggery". The road immediately becomes a dirt road. Continue for 5km and then turn left 
onto another dirt road (There are lots of sign boards saying amongst other "Sikelele" and "Hurland"), 
Continue for 4km. Turn left at sign saying "Jackson's Ridge Children's Ministries" 250m further the road splits 
- take the right fork. Continue for 1.2km until you see the "Kokopeli" sign to your left. Turn left. Keep on the 
main two track road until it ends at a parking area at an adobe (mud-brick) house. Here is a link to Google 
Maps with directions from Magaliesburg to Kokopeli's gate: http://goo.gl/maps/hKL4 Free to Spider Club 
members, R30 for non-members.   

 
 
KLOOFENDAL NATURE RESERVE NOCTURNAL SPIDER WALK  
2nd February 2013: 18h00-21h00 
 

Friends of Kloofendal have organized a NOCTURNAL spider walks in this lovely reserve in Roodepoort. 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL AND BRING A TORCH. 
Please book with Karin Spottiswoode of Friends of Kloofendal cell 079-693-5608. The meeting place for the 
guided walks is at the FroK Education Centre, which is situated in the building directly opposite the two 
impressive big stamp mills and steam engine in the Kloofendal amphitheatre area.  
 

DAY OUTING TO GENESIS GAME FARM (North East of PRETORIA) 
16th February, 2013: 08h00 for 08H30 
 
This event is jointly run by the Conservancy and the Spider Club.  For details please contact Joan du Toit of 
Cullinan Conservancy on 082 681-5122 or e-mail cullinanconserv@nes.co.za.   Bring the whole family, 
walking shoes, hat, tick repellent, water and a picnic lunch.  Directions:  From the N4 Highway (toll road) 
take off-ramp No. 27 to Bapsfontein, Rayton and Cullinan, turn towards Cullinan/Rayton.  At 4-way crossing 
turn left onto the R104 travelling back towards Pretoria for 2.8 kms.  Turn right onto gravel road, 
Kiepersolweg, (Large sign Misty Meadow, Willow Valley Farms) continue on gravel road (DO NOT turn off at 
any stage) for 4.2 kms till you get to Soetdoringweg, turn left, follow the road for 400 m and you will see the 
gate to GENESIS on the right.  Convenor Miemmie Byrch, info@spiderclub.co.za or cell 082 772-3928. Free 
to Spider Club members, R30 for non-members. 
 

 

http://goo.gl/maps/hKL4
mailto:cullinanconserv@nes.co.za
mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
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EVENING WALK AT WALTER SISULU NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN  
Saturday 16th February, 2012  18h00 for 18h30  
 
This event is organized by the Botanical Society and booking and PRE-PAYING are mandatory.   However 
Astri will need three or four group leaders to show the public spiders and scorpions at night.  Please contact 
Astri if you would like to help otherwise for official booking, contact Karen Carstens (email: 
botsoc@sisulugarden.co.za or landline (011) 958-5177).  If you just pitch without booking and pre-paying 
you will be turned away.   

 
KLOOFENDAL NATURE RESERVE MORNING SPIDER WALKS 
23rd February 2013: 09h00-13h00 
3rd March 2013: 09h00-13h00 
 
Friends of Kloofendal have organized  MORNING spider walks in this lovely reserve in Roodepoort. 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL. 
Please book with Karin Spottiswoode of Friends of Kloofendal cell 079-693-5608. The meeting place for the 
guided walks is at the FroK Education Centre, which is situated in the building directly opposite the two 
impressive big stamp mills and steam engine in the Kloofendal amphitheatre area.  
 
 

CAMPING WEEKEND AT JOHANNESBURG ZOO’S CONSERVATION FARM, PARYS 
8TH – 10TH March 2013 

 
This will be a weekend of collecting and microscope work with emphasis on identification both in the field 
and the laboratory.  DIRECTIONS: It takes about 2 hours from Johannesburg. Take the N1 towards 
Bloemfontein,  take the Parys (R59) offramp off the N1. Turn right towards Parys. Go through Parys and 
follow the signs to Vredefort.  Exit Parys on the Vredefort Road. Shortly after you leave town you will pass a 
Golf Estate and shortly thereafter a turn to the right saying Schoemansdrift.  Turn right onto this road. 
Follow this road for a short distance, going over a low water bridge. 200 meters after the bridge you will see 
an unmarked tar road to the left (there is a sign that says Thwane Bushcamp) (the tar road going straight 
becomes dirt).  Turn left onto the unmarked tar road. Drive along this road straight through a 4-way stop.  
The road then becomes dirt, stay on this road and after a number of kilometers your will see the Zoo Farm 
sign on your right where you turn in.  Follow farm road straight (do not take the road curving to the left) and 
go through a green farm gate past the staff houses and up over the hill . One can also call Dawie 083 300 
7151 should the farm gate be locked or if you need assistance. Please drive carefully on the dirt roads and 
watch out for rocks; there are often speed traps on the N1 and R59 so please be aware of this. 
Accommodation is camping (bring own tents), I think there are limited plug points. There are also ablutions.  
  

EASTER 2013 IN THE EASTERN CAPE 
Arrive 23rd leave 30th March 2013 
 
I have negotiated the first week of the Easter school holidays with Glynne Godfrey.  Their holiday house can 
accommodate 14 people (4 rooms with 2 single beds and 2 rooms with double beds one of which has double 
bunks). There is also a small camp site with ablutions next to a dam for any overflow. The area appears to be 
fairly undeveloped, Glynne sounds SO welcoming and is quite excited about the whole thing.   I know it is a 
long way but with invitations to other private land in the area and some very interested people who will join 
us from Mthatha, East London, Port Elizabeth and surrounds, it ought to be  stunning.  Details of exact 
location, directions, what to bring, etc. will be advised later but we can advise that the private nature 
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reserve is between the Kleinemonde and Riet Rivers.   Check it out on Google.  BOOKING ESSENTIAL.  Book 
with Astri at info@spiderclub.co.za or 073-168-7187.  Free to Spider Club members, R30 for non-members. 

NYANI CONSERVANCY  (Peter Duke’s place)   
13th April, 2013: 08H00 for 09H00 to about 16H00   
 
GPS coordinates: S 25⁰26’ 12 E 028⁰29’ 05 
    
Peter has very kindly offered his farm for a day outing.  To get there: Take the Zambezi Plaza off-ramp, turn 
right over the N1 heading in an easterly direction. Turn left at the traffic light (Kwa-Mhlanga). Continue on 
this road past Roodeplaat Dam and ARC. Thereafter, continue for approx. another 24km past Mutango 
Lodge on the right and Zebra Lodge on the left. At 24km, a shell garage and shops called Wadrif. 500m after 
Wadrif, turn left onto a gravel road (Hartebeesfontein) travel for 9.5km, take the second turn off to the left. 
There is a yellow sign board on the right hand side fence marked P M Duke and another marked K&S Phillips. 
Continue for 1.8km until a T-junction. Turn left and immediately after turning left is the Nyani Conservancy 
gate. The gate will be unlocked, but kindly close the gate after entering by hooking the lock back into 
position.  10m after entering turn left and follow the road to the house.  Please bring picnic and any other 
refreshments. Free to Spider Club members, R30 for non-members. 
 

 
YEBO GOGGA at the UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND 
8th – 12th MAY 2013 

This annual event is enormous fun when we are able to introduce members of the public to our amazing 
arachnid friends. The theme for YG 2013 is “UNDERGROUND” so if you find a burrowing arachnid and can 
keep it happily alive till May to show its burrowing habits, please do so. 
 
 

Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organized, 
sometimes at quite short notice.   We will attempt to give you fair warning and those who do not 
have access to e-mail will be sent a text message. 
 
Jonathan Leeming does lots of outings and courses on scorpions.  Check out what he has 
available over the next few months at http://www.jonathanleeming.com/conservationist/public-
training-courses. 
 
Norman Larsen is at the Cape Union Mart Adventure Centre, Canal walk in Cape Town every 
Saturday between 11 a.m. and 12 noon to demonstrate and talk about SPIDERS! 
 

 

 

mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
http://www.jonathanleeming.com/conservationist/public-training-courses
http://www.jonathanleeming.com/conservationist/public-training-courses

