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Editor:  Joan Faiola                                           OCTOBER 2012 - Vol.28 #3 

 

 

 

Giant opilionids invade Seattle? 

(Answer on next page ………..) 
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….in fact, they were PAINTED on the roof of  the Seattle Center Armory by 

artist Marlin Peterson , but seen from the Space Needle in Seattle (familiar to 

all South Africans who watch Grey’s Anatomy), they look real, shadows and 

all!  

Some links about it:  

http://marlinpeterson.com/2-minute-video-of-the-whole-mural/ 

http://www.streetartutopia.com/?p=9998 

 

Submitted by Rick Vetter of UCR, California 

(originally via American Arachnological Society)  

 

 

 

http://marlinpeterson.com/2-minute-video-of-the-whole-mural/
http://www.streetartutopia.com/?p=9998
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DISCLAIMER 

THE VIEWS OF THE CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS PUBLICATION DO NOT NECESSARILY 

COINCIDE WITH THOSE OF THE SPIDER CLUB OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. 
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Who are we? 

 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in 
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by 
all suitable means.  
 
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member 
for information. 
 
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from 
time to time.  A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning experience, centred on 

spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.” 

Contact Us 

WEBSITE: http://www.spiderclub.co.za   EMAIL ADDRESS: info@spiderclub.co.za 

Visit our website, and send us photos and news that we can post there!  

 

…. At the 
Spider Club of Southern Africa 

page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Committee  

Treasurer  Jaco Le Roux       083 258 8969     jaco@spiderclub.co.za 

Editor    Joan Faiola    082 565 6025    joan@spiderclub.co.za 

   Astri Leroy     073 168 7187   info@spiders.co.za 

   Charlotte Livingstone 083 439 6614   clivingstone@polka.co.za  
  
    Paul Cowan   082 773 5724     paul@spiderclub.co.za 

    

   Irmi Le Roux     info@joshmultimedia.com 
 

   Miemmie Byrch  082 772 3928   miemmie@spiderclub.co.za 

 

http://www.spiderclub.co.za/
mailto:jaco@spiderclub.co.za
mailto:joan@spiderclub.co.za
mailto:info@spiders.co.za
mailto:clivingstone@polka.co.za
mailto:paul@spiderclub.co.za
mailto:info@joshmultimedia.com
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From the hub 
Summer’s here!  Well almost and we have a really full 
schedule of interesting events and a wide variety of places to 
go planned for the next months  Have a look at the diary at 
the back of the newsletter and you will surely see something 
and somewhere that suits you.   
 

It will be wonderful to be in the thick of summer and spider season again after some foul weather this past 
winter.  Our Annual General Meeting took place on 19th August when the Constitution was amended and 
this year’s committee elected.  
 
Christy Mathie resigned and Miemmie Byrch has joined, so the committee is now: 
 
Miemmie Byrch, Paul Cowan, Joan Faiola, Astri Leroy, Jaco and  Irmi le Roux and Charlotte Livingstone.    
 
Although I am writing “From the Hub”, the incoming committee made a decision not to have a chairman 
except in so far as that person chairs the few committee and other meetings that we have.  So again, The 
Spider Club of Southern Africa is kind of headless but we have 14 legs between us. 
 
Irmi has remained on the committee but because of huge pressures of work has resigned as webmaster and 
we will soon have a brand new website.  Sodwana Steve alias Steve Rubin is designing and setting it up.   We 
will let you know with great fanfare when it is all done.  He plans to make it more interactive and with an 
entirely new format.  Thanks so much Irmi and good luck with work!   
 
Facebook continues to be really lively.  Go and have a look and ask to become a friend. The link to the page 
is: http://www.facebook.com/groups/101951926508391.  It is well worth it.  Some really interesting records 
have emerged as well as some really stunning photos.  Because the Facebook friends from Port Elizabeth 
and other Eastern Cape areas are such prolific photographers we are planning a wonderful field trip there to 
meet them all.  We will be based at Kleinemonde between P.E. and East London during the Easter Holidays 
in 2013.   (See diary.)   It is set to be a stunning trip, so see if you can make it. 
 
 
Keep spidering. 
 

Astri  
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From the Editor:  
 
In this edition we have some interesting articles, including an account of Astri Leroy’s visit and invitation to 
speak at a conference in Sweden in September.   
 
Last time, we featured a paper by Rick Vetter, Lenny Vincent et al on the brown and black widow spiders of 
Southern California.  Astri has added her own comments on that fascinating work, and you can find it in this 
issue.  Rick and Lenny’s work on Latrodectus is not finished, and in the next issue we will feature another 
paper, this time on predators and parasitoids of the egg sacs of Latrodectus species in California.  Something 
to look forward to. 
 
The discovery of a new species in a new family is the find of the century.  New families are described very 
rarely.  But this is not the only incredible factor in the latest find. The new species is incredibly, widely 
different from anything seen before.  (See photo below).  The spider was discovered in Oregon by some cave 
conservationists.  It has been named Trogloraptor marchingtoni, and is placed in the new family 
Trogloraptoridae.  Charles Griswold, who is well known to all those in spider circles in South Africa, and his 
colleagues have described the spider in the following paper: 
  
Griswold CE, Audisio T, Ledford JM (2012) An extraordinary new family of spiders from 
caves in the Pacific Northwest (Araneae, Trogloraptoridae, new family). ZooKeys 215: 77–102. 
doi: 10.3897/zookeys.215.3547 
 
Hundreds of thousands of people visited the media reports all over the web, such was the stir that the new 
spider has caused.  15,000 people visited the original article within the first day, making it the most visited 
Zookeys paper ever!  And the Wikipedia page was put up almost immediately, in seven languages!  Who says 
spiders can’t be popular or topical? 
 
You can read about the spider at http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trogloraptor_marchingtoni.  The paper is also 

freely available at http://www.pensoft.net/journals/zookeys/article/3547/.  Take a visit!  This is stunning 

stuff! 
 
The Kliprviersberg Nature Reserve Association has requested a survey of the arachnid fauna of their reserve, 
and work on this project started in September.  We have laid the first 20 pit traps, and once all the pit traps 
are in place we will collect spiders by this and other methods for about one year.  Visits will take place once 
a fortnight, mainly to empty and replenish the pit traps, and do some sweep-netting.  Please contact either 
Paul Cowan or myself if you are interested in taking part. 

 

Yours in spidering  

Joan  

 

 

Left: an image of the new spider, Trogloraptor 
marchingtoni  (M ale). 
 
Photo lifted from Wikipedia 

  

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trogloraptor_marchingtoni
http://www.pensoft.net/journals/zookeys/article/3547/
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Books  

 

 Scorpions of Cuba 
 Rolando Teruel  and František Kovařík   
 
published in English: hard cover 232 pages  
 

The island of Cuba hosts the most diverse scorpion fauna per area, 
and this book is the result of long-range studies of this fauna. 
Treated are all 54 species in the form of keys, comments on 
morphology,  habitats and distribution maps, 636 color photos 
depicting preseved as well as live specimens, their mating, parental 
care and localities, and presented are descriptions of two new taxa -
Cryptoiclus rodriguezi  gen. et sp. n. (Diplocentrinae) and Microtityus 
pusillus sp.n.(Buthidae) 
  
More information on the book can be obtained 
at www.kovarex.com/scorpio, where 11 selected pages give an idea 
about the internal arrangement and appearance of the publication. 
The book can be ordered directly from the second author at 
kovarik.scorpio@gmail.com. The price is 60 euros (75 USD), which 
includes postage. It won’t be available commercially. 
Information supplied by the American Arachnological Society.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERRATA in June 2012 Edition  

 
1. The horned baboon spider on page 4 of the June 2012 newsletter, Vol.28 #2 was Ceratogyrus 

brachycephalus not C darlingi.  Thanks to Ruan Lambrechts for pointing that out. 
2. Page 7.  The orange lungless spider was Caponia sp. not Diploglena.  Both Joan and Ansie pointed 

this out to me! 
 

I had better watch my p’s and q’s in future before I make more boo-boos! 

Astri 

 

mailto:kovarik.scorpio@gmail.com
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Events Reports 
 

Country Market at Sammy Marks Museum on 

9th August 2012 

 
Report by Joan Faiola 
 
 

 

Once again, the Spider Club was invited to put up a stand at the 
Country Market.  Astri and Joan struggled at first without male 
help to put up the gazebo, but fortunately a knight errant came 
to their rescue!  Leona and Ruan Lambrechts helped with 
manning the stand, and  Peet van der Ark came along to help at 
the stand a little later. 
 
As usual, the spiders and other arachnids attracted the 
attention of the kids, and drew in the arachnophobes in the 
crowd – this is normal: what causes our worst nightmares is 
also the subject of fearful fascination!   
 
Leona is an amazing sales person and ambassador for spiders, 
and Ruan amused the crowd when the rain spider he had in 
hand was suspended in midair on its silk line like a bunjee 
jumper.  This really wowed the crowd, as it is quite a 
spectacular sight to see a very large spider float in space 
without visible means of support! 
 
Thanks to all for making the stand a great success. 

 
Photo: Astri Leroy 

 
 

Spider Identification Workshop held at ARC on 

 25th August 2012 

 
Report by Debbie-Lynn Kirstein and Photographs by Astri Leroy 
 
On Saturday 25th August 2012, Bradley and I arrived at ARC Roodeplaat for our first Spider Club event, the 
advanced spider identification course.  
 
Just after 09:00 we arrived at the entrance of the building where the workshop was to be held, we met 
Grant in the parking-lot (also attending his first spider club event as I recall) and after a brief introduction 
the three of us strolled into the building where we all met up with Astri and Joan who gave us a warm 
welcome and showed us through to the kitchen and introduced us to the other spider club members who 
were attending the course (Alice, Paul and Peter) as well as the team from ARC (Robin Lyle, Petro Marais 
and Dr Ansie Dippenaar), we all gathered around the table, had a good cup of morning coffee and some 
outrageously tasty scones. 
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We all moved through to the room where all the identifying would take place, picked a microscope and took 
our places.  Robin gave us a quick tutorial on how to set-up and use a Microscope, as well as what they 
wanted from us.   
 

  

 

 

Above left: Robin Lyle welcomes the Spider Club 

members to ARC. Ansie and Petro look on. 

Above right: New SCSA members Bradley and Debbie-

Lynn at work 

Left: The project work area: all hard at work 

 

To start off each of us were given two containers filled with preserved specimens that were caught in Pitfall 
traps from Cederberg in the Cape, part of a long-term survey of the arachnids from the Cederberg.  Our task 
was to go through the containers, identify and separate spiders, scorpions and mites, into glass vials. 
 
The more advanced Spider Club members would identify and label the spiders into their correct family 
grouping.  We however are not advanced yet and merely sorted the arachnids from the insects.  There were 
plenty of containers to go through once we had finished our first two.  There was an entire rather large 
crateful and were advised that there were more crates in the waiting.  We did not make it through the crate 
but we at least made a dent in it. 
 
After settling in and getting a hang the process we took a short break and we were given a tour by Petro of 
ARC's collection, and what a large and impressive collection it is. There are a vast number of spiders and 
many different types. The ones that stood out the most for me were some of our local baboon spiders. 
(Genus Ceratogyrus).   
 
Petro explained the processes that are followed to keep their records up to date, the collection process and 
the leasing of specimens for taxonomy. 
 
After the tour we had a scrumptious lunch where we had an opportunity to get to know the other members 
a little better. After a good lunch we continued to churn through the containers filled with specimens.  
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Towards the end of the day we had the opportunity to buy some great books and we were luckily enough to 
have Dr Ansie Dippenaar there to sign our books for us. 
 

 African spiders: an identification manual by A.S. Dippenaar-Schoeman and R. Jocqué,  1997 

 The Baboon and Trapdoor spiders of Southern Africa: an identification manual (with cd) by AS 
Dippenaar-Schoeman 2002 

 Spiders of the Kalahari by A.S. Dippenaar-Schoeman and A. van den Berg 2010 
 

I believe these books help us greatly in identifying our local spiders as well an opportunity to learn a lot 
more about them.  
 
A big thank you to the Spider Club and ARC for a great Saturday outing. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Barberton Weekend Outing 5th to 7th October 2012 
 
We (John & Astri Leroy) went to Barberton on weekend of 5th – 7th October where we gave a presentation 
to the Barberton Bird Club on Friday night, and took Bird Club and Spider Club members for a “Spider Walk” 
on Saturday morning.   We stayed with the immensely hospitable Mourants on their lovely Aloe Ridge Guest 
Farm but as we arrived Dave had to rush his very ill little 8 month-old granddaughter to Nelspruit which 
turned schedules upside down!   However we did get to the venue in town for the talk just in time!  There 
were the usual stories and questions about spider bites but at the end I was amazed that instead of the 
usual platitudes of thanks “for an interesting and informative talk” I was hauled over the coals by the 
chairman, John Bunning, for digging up trap-door spiders at Melville Koppies in 1980-something!  
 
At 8 am sharp the next morning our first spider people arrived from Maputo.  It was lovely to see them - the 
whole de Beer family, whom we had last seen in Madagascar.  Next was Jurie Kasselman from Nelspruit, 
then the Bird Club folk.  Aloe Ridge Guest farm has a great deal of veld with a mosaic of Acacia sieberiana 
savannah (I WILL call them Acacia), granite koppies, rehabilitated lands, river frontage, a lush garden with 
ponds, rockeries and veggie patches as well as outbuildings and the usual farm implement graveyard.  This 
very varied habitat means that we recorded a huge number of arachnids from quite a small area.   
 
 
 

 

 
Left: 
Zenonina albocaudata (Lycosidae) 
 
Photo by Len De Beer 
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On both Friday and Saturday evening we walked in the veld after dark with Dave and Richard.  It was an eye 
opener for Richard (early 30’s) who hasn’t been on a spider walk since he was in his teens.  As usual this was 
a most rewarding exercise as we saw lots of interesting things.  The eye-shine of thousands of wolf spiders  
was expected but less usual were the hundreds of little araneid webs and their owners.  These orb-web 
weavers were all immature but the big pisaurids, Euprosthenops australis and many of the wolf spiders are 
adult at this time of year and our black lights (ultra violet lights) picked out lots of false rock scorpions, 
Opisthacanthus leavipes.   
 
Despite the fact that most spiders were juvenile we were able to identify 60 species, at least to genus level 
in 24 spider families, one pseudoscorpion and one scorpion.  There were juvenile amblypygids under bark 
and rocks but I hesitate to say whether they were Damon variegatus or D. annulatipes, both of which could 
occur in the area. 
 
It was altogether a most rewarding and enjoyable weekend.  Just by the way, if you visit the Mourants at 
Aloe Ridge Guest Farm, be prepared to eat yourself to a standstill and if you linger on the stoep at 
sundowner time don’t be surprised to be offered a tankard of G & T, they don’t serve it in glasses!  
 
Below left: Zet and Len de Beer   (Photo Sonja de Beer)          Right: Astri, John Len and Daniel (Photo: Sonja de Beer) 
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Letter from a Spider Lover 

 
This is one of the best letters we have ever received at the SCSA virtual helpdesk.  Lezzet Abbott contacted 
us for ID on a spider that had been killed by an acquaintance of hers.  She said: “I am an avid Arachnid lover 
and I try to educate those around me as much as I can about senseless killing.”  It turned out to be a rain 
spider (Palystes superciliosus).   After we told her what it was, she sent us this letter, which she kindly agreed 
could be shared with our members. 
 

Hi Joan! 
 
Thank you SO much for getting back to me, I really appreciate it!  I really love them, they are THEE most 
fascinating, beautiful creatures I have ever had the pleasure of educating myself on.  I was never really 
afraid of Spiders as a youngster, they always fascinated me but it wasn't exactly like I was going to 
touch one.  However, living in the country (in Muldersdrift on a plot) and having three children, you do 
need to educate yourself on who is who in the zoo so I decided to start my journey of discovery on 
learning more about which ones are a threat and which ones aren't and it's actually fascinating that 
there is a tiny amount in the large species in South Africa that are 'harmful' to humans. 
 
My kids and friends know, DO NOT squish, stomp, doom, swipe, scream until they call me and I will help 
them relocate.  One of my FAVOURITES is the Jumping Spider...I have never seen such cute faces on a 
creature...they fascinate me and make me laugh and I have loads of them here, as well as Red Spot Hairy 
Field Spiders. 
(Sorry, I'm using caps like crazy here but it's because I get so excited hehe!) 
 
I have had amazing encounters with Spiders since my fascination grew and have had the honour of 
witnessing some incredible things.  I looked after (furiously I might add) a Mother Sac Spider who had 
only five legs who made her nest and laid her eggs in the fold of my bathroom curtain.  I watched every 
day as she spun the nest closed, laid her eggs and guarded them for the incubation period.  It truly was 
a humbling experience to be a part of her life cycle and watch as the hatchlings emerged for the first 
time; they stayed in the sac for about two weeks, and one day I went to check and they were all 
gone.  She must have been starving! 
 
I also saw the whole sacrificial mating thing between another Sac Spider who was munching her mate 
inside the fold of a leaf of a Yesterday Today and Tomorrow Bush.  It was quite something and at that 
moment I thought, "THIS chick has the right idea!" 
 
Also was blessed to see a female Wolf Spider WITH her babies on her back...THAT was so special! 
 
One of the most exciting encounters is one I had with an Ant-Mimicking Spider.  I was sitting on my 
deck at home and a small 'Ant' caught my eye that looked rather jumpy, as in nervous.  The next thing, it 
launched itself off the table it was on and just started hanging there as if by an invisible chord.  I 
was gob smacked!  Turns out, it wasn't an Ant.  I took a closer look and it was suspended by a WEB!  I 
immediately grabbed my camera and took pics and then Googled as I do with most finds and I was so 
excited when I came across this little creature (apparently it's quite a rare thing to spot one, I dunno) 
and how its body is modified to look like an Ant as a way of adapting and surviving!  Unbelievable! 
 
Another blessing...seeing the most beautiful Crab Spider in MY garden...wow! 
 
I have attached the pics of the Ant-Mimicking Spider and Crab Spider and another one of a spectacularly 
colourful Black-legged Golden Orbweb Spider ... look at the colours I caught on the web!  Beautiful! 
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Above L : Flower Crab Spider, Thomisus sp. Above R: Ant-mimic jumping spider  

 
 

Above L: Blacklegged Golden Orbweb 
spider Nephila fenestrata 

Above R: The unknown spider – it turned out to 
be a trapdoor spider. 

 
The last pic is an unknown one I encountered in Magaliesburg.  He (I know it was a he because the 
knobs at the end of his pedipalps were ginormous) was pitch matt black, he didn't even look real, 
almost like a plastic anatomic spider and he was BEAUTIFUL!!!  I picked him up to rescue the nervous 
ladies who were around the blanket we were sitting on and he would not get off my hand, eventually I 
had to give him a firm nudge on the bum so he could get off.  The picture is not very clear because the 
person who took it didn't know how to work my camera but can you tell me what he is?  He really was a 
beaut! 
 
I would love to join the club, I've known about you guys since 2008 and maybe I should just join 
already!  Great and fun way to learn, especially about these misunderstood and mysterious eight-legged 
beauties!  I just LOVE them...the more I learn, the more fascinated I am, and the more I discover I have 
so much more to still learn...phew! 
 
Thanks again for coming back to me!  I'm so sad for the Lady Rain Spider, shame  
 
Really enjoyed this with another Arachnid Enthusiast!  Someone who understands :) 
 
 
Take care 
Lezzet 
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Harnessing Nature’s High 

Performance Materials for 

Regenerative Medicine 

 
Report by Astri Leroy 

 

 
On the 7th of September 2012 I had the huge honour of opening the conference named above, in the Nobel 
Forum of the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, using John’s photos.  It was such an overwhelming 
experience that I clean forgot to introduce my presentation with the normal “Good day ladies and 
gentlemen, honoured guests … etc.”!     However once I got into my stride it was fine and I FINISHED with 
the necessary thanks and greetings. 
 

Sweden is the birthplace of such giants of modern science as Carl Linnaeus (aka Carl von Linné), Anders 
Celsius, Carl Peter Thunberg and Alfred Nobel of whom the country is justifiably proud.  The present-day 
scientists we met are upholding this proud tradition with their work on biomedical applications, among 
other endeavours.   
 
The conference was held in the Nobel Forum which has, up to now, been the hall in which votes are counted 
for the Nobel prizes in the various disciplines.  The whole institute is being rebuilt - we were told that it is 
the largest building project at present underway in Europe - and this historic hall will be replaced soon, so 
we were thrilled to be there.  The day before the conference we visited Linnaeus’ summer house, preserved 
as a living museum with many of the fruit trees in the garden that he planted himself.  For us this was all 
thrilling, goose bump stuff! 
 

  
Astri opening the conference - Note the colour coordination! The spider that started it all: Euprosthenops australis. 
 

 
Starting with images of our beautiful spiders set the tone for the rest of the day and although there was 
some heavy science it was surprisingly easy to understand the ground-breaking medical work that was 
presented.  We were told, over and over again that their work would have been impossible if we had not  
supplied the first couple of hundred live spiders.    (See the article Euprosthenops australis Project – SLU 
Uppsala, Sweden by Anna Rising, Marlene Andersson and Jan Johannsson in The Spider Club News,  
September 2011 Vol.27 # 3 pages 14 &15.) 
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The various presentations were:  
 

 The spider repertoire of South Africa – how spiders use silk  John and Astri Leroy, Spider Club of 
Southern  Africa, South Africa 

 Spider silk enables peripheral nerve regeneration  Joern W. Kuhbier, Medical School Hannover, 
Germany. 

 From spider silk genes to biomaterial   Anna Rising, Karolinska Institutet and Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences, Sweden 

 Biomimetic materials: copying nature’s building blocks for organ repair   May Griffith, Linköpings 
University, Sweden and University of Ottawa, Canada 

 Tissue engineered airway: a regenerative solution  Paolo Macchiarini, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden 

 Engineering proteins for stem cell differentiation   Sarah Heilshorn, Stanford University, USA 

 Tissue engineering of skeletal muscle – a molecular approach   Marco C. Harmsen, University of 
Groningen, The Netherlands 

 Recombinant spider silk processing  Thomas Scheibel, Universität Bayreuth, Germany. 

 Biomaterials and an anterior eye chamber model for cell biology studies  Per-Olof Berggren, 
Karolinska Institutet, Sweden. 

 
In case you don’t know how it all came about, in 2003 the Leroys hosted two young Swedish  postgraduates 
Anna Rising and Stefan Gripp and took them to Andre Lambrechts’ camp at Terra Nostra in Limpopo to 
collect as many Euprosthenops australis (funnel-web pisaurids or funnel-web nursery-web spiders) as 

possible.  Thanks to Ruan and André Lambrechts we found sufficient spiders over the course of two 
consecutive weekends for Anna and Stefan to start the project.  The spiders went to a laboratory to be 
“silked” (milking them for silk!), the silk eventually synthesized and the rest, as they say, is history.   
 
People have been fascinated by spider silk from way back and there are records of the natural product being 
used as wound dressings, fishing nets, fishing lines, and cross-hairs in gun sights.  In the 1990’s spider silk 
genes were cloned and patented in the United States for military use.  It is great to know that it is also being 
synthesized for more peaceful uses as well.   
 
Of course we visited the laboratories in Uppsala, a lovely university city some 70 km from Stockholm where 
Anna and her colleagues work.  There were some really high-tech machines, super computers and a lot of 
things I didn’t understand but it is good to know that normal laptops, refrigerators and even pencils and 
paper are important bits of equipment! But without our Euprosthenops australis, it would have been very 
different!   
 

  
Carl von Linné’s summer home in Hammaby, near Uppsala.  
Anna, Astri and a volunteer guide at the door 

Astri & John with Alfred Nobel, well, almost. 
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Comments on the article: The Prevalence of Brown 

Widow and Black Widow Spiders in Urban Southern 

California 
Published in the June 2012 newsletter Vol 28 #2 Pages 16 and 17 

By Astri Leroy 

What an entirely fascinating study by Rick Vetter, Lenny Vincent and colleagues!  As Joan says, all relevant to 
southern and South Africa.   There are probably subtle differences in the spiders’ preferred retreats here 
compared to those in Southern California, but perhaps our habitats and homes are designed rather 
differently.  It’s really interesting that their preferred retreat sites are patio tables and chairs.  I am really 
wary of putting my fingers under the lips of plastic tables and chairs without looking first!   A popular choice 
in Southern California was wooden fences; we don’t have many of them but we do have a lot of swimming 
pool pump boxes which is another favoured habitat in South African cities where they live alongside the 
false button spiders, Steatoda sp.  Odd that it wasn’t mentioned in the study because there must be stacks 
of pool pump boxes in and around Los Angeles.  
 
The most alarming records are of course those showing that these spiders really like living in and around 
playground equipment.  That is very much the same here.  In fact a place that I used to guarantee finding 
both L geometricus and L rhodesiensis was on the roundabout in Roodekrans playground.  I have also 
collected both species at Norscot Koppies against a big rock.   
 
Although our L geometricus (brown button spiders or brown widow spiders) are really common in urban 
settings I have often found them very far from city streets.  For example in Nylsvley Nature Reserve about 4 
meters from the ground in a tree, under a rock overhang at Vogelfederberg in the Namib (you can’t get 
much more remote than THAT!) and using birds’ nests as retreats at Terra Nostra (near Marble Hall), in the 
Karoo National Park and at the petrol station at Punda Maria in the Kruger Park.  
 
  

 
 

Brown button (widow) spider with retreat in bird’s nest at 

Terra Nostra, near Marble Hall 

Wide view of bird’s nest and brown button spider web 

at the same site 
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The Spider Club of Southern Africa  
www.spiderclub.co.za 

 

DIARY 2012 

NIGHT WALK AT WALTER SISULU NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN  
Saturday 3rd  November, 2012  18h00 for 18h30  
 
This event is organized by the Botanical Society and booking and PRE-PAYING are mandatory.   However 
Astri will need three or four group leaders to show the public spiders and scorpions at night.  Please contact 
Astri if you would like to help otherwise for official booking, contact Karen Carstens (email: 
botsoc@sisulugarden.co.za or landline (011) 958-5177).  If you just pitch without booking and pre-paying 
you will be turned away.   
 
 

DAY OUTING TO TRANQUILITY FARM, HARTZENBERGFONTEIN A.H. 133 Aloe Ridge 
Drive, Walkerville 
Saturday 10th November  09h00 – 16h00  
R20.00 PER PERSON (including children). Booking essential!! 
 
GPS co-ordinates -26° 22’ 37.38", +27° 56’ 50.03" off the R82 towards de Deur.  It should take just under an 
hour from most parts of greater Joburg.  If you need directions please either call Karen on 082 778-8881 or 
Kim on 084 468-6237.   Start 9 a.m.  You can either take your own picnic lunch or pay R50 on the day for a 
packed lunch from the Conservancy.   Whichever you choose they will take our lunches to the picnic spot 
near the dam where we can identify the catch.  After lunch Astri will give a slide show.  Money goes to the 
conservancy.   Convenor Paul Cowan at info@spiderclub.co.za cell 082 773-5724. 
 
 

OUTING TO THE FARM OF PAUL AND LIZET SWANEPOEL NEAR RUSTENBURG  
Saturday 17th November, 2012 - 08h30 for 09h00 – 16h00  
 
All welcome.  No charge.  It takes over two hours from Johannesburg and less from Pretoria.  The 
Swanepoels, through their son Louis (Monkeybusiness) Swanepoel,  have very kindly allowed us to have a 
day outing on their farm, tucked in behind the Olifantsnek Dam.  Bring your family and a picnic 
lunch.  Please bring your own water too. 
 
Directions: (As supplied by Louis) Get on the N4 towards Rustenburg, take the first off-ramp left towards 

Olifantsnek dam and from there the R30 road towards Derby and Koster.  After passing a spaza shop on the 

left look for a farm sign on the right (a short distance further down the road) saying Paul & Lizet, turn right 

onto farm road keeping left as much as possible and drive up the mountain till you get to a gate and you are 

there.  GPS Co ordinates are –S 25.856884°  E 027.143612°  Convenor Joan Faiola info@spiderclub.co.za or 

cell 082-565-6025.  Louis’ cell if you get lost is 072 978 9629. Free to Spider Club members, R30 for non-

members.   

 
 

 
 

mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
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MACRO PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP WITH JEREMY MUNTON-JACKSON 
Saturday 24th  November, 2012 - 09h00 until whenever  
 
Being held at 385 Hazyview Road (corner Highwood Rd), Faerie Glen, Pretoria.   Jeremy-Munton Jackson, 
macro-photographer extraordinaire, will be taking us through the basics of macro-photography both from a 
technical and a practical point of view.  We will be able to practice on subjects in his garden.  Bring your 
camera, some lunch, refreshments and lots of patience!  SPIDER CLUB MEMBERS ONLY.  Booking essential, 
book with Miemmie:  Miemmie@spiderclub.co.za or cell phone 082 772 3928] 
 

 

DIARY 2013 

KOKOPELI FARM  
27th January 2013: 8.30 for 9am to around 4pm  
 
Bertus has invited the club to visit and explore the farm for spiders on the other side of Magaliesburg town. 
It is about an hour from the crossroads at the bottom of the Krugersdorp hill. Drive through Magaliesburg's 
main road (R509) in a north-westerly direction (in other words Johannesburg/Krugersdorp is behind you and 
Rustenburg ahead of you); Turn left onto the Koster road (R509), Continue for about 12km. When you pass 
the tiny Vlakdrif petrol station, slow down and look out for a turn off where you have to turn right (about 
900m after the petrol station). There is a smallish sign saying "Magalies Retreat" and another one saying 
"Rica Piggery". The road immediately becomes a dirt road. Continue for 5km and then turn left onto another 
dirt road (There are lots of sign boards saying amongst other "Sikelele" and "Hurland"), Continue for 4km. 
Turn left at sign saying "Jackson's Ridge Children's Ministries" 250m further the road splits - take the right 
fork. Continue for 1.2km until you see the "Kokopelli" sign to your left. Turn left. Keep on the main two track 
road until it ends at a parking area at an adobe (mud-brick) house. Here is a link to Google Maps with 
directions from Magaliesburg to Kokopeli's gate: http://goo.gl/maps/hKL4 Free to Spider Club members, 
R30 for non-members.   

 
KLOOFENDAL NATURE RESERVE NOCTURNAL SPIDER WALK  
2nd February 2013: 18h00-21h00 
 

Friends of Kloofendal have organized a NOCTURNAL spider walks in this lovely reserve in Roodepoort. 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL. 
Please book with Karin Spottiswoode of Friends of Kloofendal cell 079-693-5608. The meeting place for the 
guided walks is at the FroK Education Centre, which is situated in the building directly opposite the two 
impressive big stamp mills and steam engine in the Kloofendal amphitheatre area.  
 

DAY OUTING TO GENESIS GAME FARM (North East of PRETORIA) 
16th February, 2013: 08h00 for 08H30 
 
This event is jointly run by the Conservancy and the Spider Club.  For details please contact Joan du Toit of 
Cullinan Conservancy on 082 681-5122 or e-mail cullinanconserv@nes.co.za.   Bring the whole family, 
walking shoes, hat, tick repellent, water and a picnic lunch.  Directions:  From the N4 Highway (toll road) 
take off-ramp No. 27 to Bapsfontein, Rayton and Cullinan, turn towards Cullinan/Rayton.  At 4-way crossing 
turn left onto the R104 travelling back towards Pretoria for 2.8 kms.  Turn right onto gravel road, 
Kiepersolweg, (Large sign Misty Meadow, Willow Valley Farms) continue on gravel road (DO NOT turn off at 
any stage) for 4.2 kms till you get to Soetdoringweg, turn left, follow the road for 400 m and you will see the 
gate to GENESIS on the right.  Convenor Miemmie Byrch, info@spiderclub.co.za or cell 082 772-3928. Free 
to Spider Club members, R30 for non-members. 

mailto:Miemmie@spiderclub.co.za
http://goo.gl/maps/hKL4
mailto:cullinanconserv@nes.co.za
mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
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NIGHT WALK AT WALTER SISULU NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN  
Saturday 16th February, 2012  18h00 for 18h30  
 
This event is organized by the Botanical Society and booking and PRE-PAYING are mandatory.   However 
Astri will need three or four group leaders to show the public spiders and scorpions at night.  Please contact 
Astri if you would like to help otherwise for official booking, contact Karen Carstens (email: 
botsoc@sisulugarden.co.za or landline (011) 958-5177).  If you just pitch without booking and pre-paying 
you will be turned away.   
 

KLOOFENDAL NATURE RESERVE MORNING SPIDER WALKS 
23rd February 2013: 09h00-13h00 
3rd March 2013: 09h00-13h00 
 
Friends of Kloofendal have organized a MORNING spider walks in this lovely reserve in Roodepoort. 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL. 
Please book with Karin Spottiswoode of Friends of Kloofendal cell 079-693-5608. The meeting place for the 
guided walks is at the FroK Education Centre, which is situated in the building directly opposite the two 
impressive big stamp mills and steam engine in the Kloofendal amphitheatre area.  
 
 

WEEKEND AWAY AT JOHANNESBURG ZOO’S CONSERVATION FARM, PARYS 
8TH – 10TH March 2013 

 
This will be a weekend of collecting and microscope work with emphasis on identification both in the field 
and the laboratory.  More details later.  
 
  

EASTER 2013 IN THE EASTERN CAPE 
Arrive 23rd leave 30th March 2013 
 
I have negotiated the first week of the Easter school holidays with Glynne Godfrey.  Their holiday house can 
accommodate 14 people (4 rooms with 2 single beds and 2 rooms with double beds one of which has double 
bunks). There is also a small camp site with ablutions next to a dam for any overflow. The area appears to be 
fairly undeveloped, Glynne sounds SO welcoming and is quite excited about the whole thing.   I know it is a 
long way but with invitations to other private land in the area and some very interested people who will join 
us from Mthatha, East London, Port Elizabeth and surrounds, it ought be  stunning.  Details of exact location, 
directions, what to bring, etc. will be advised later but we can advise that the private nature reserve is 
between the Kleinemonde and Riet Rivers.   Check it out on Google.  BOOKING ESSENTIAL.  Book with Astri 
at info@spiderclub.co.za or 073-168-7187.  Free to Spider Club members, R30 for non-members. 
 
 

NYANI CONSERVANCY  (Peter Duke’s place)   
13th April, 2013: 08H00 for 09H00 to about 16H00   
 
GPS coordinates: S 25⁰26’ 12 E 028⁰29’ 05 
    
Peter has very kindly offered his farm for a day outing.  To get there: Take the Zambezi Plaza off-ramp, turn 
right under the N1 heading in an easterly direction. Turn left at the traffic light (Kwa-Mhlanga). Continue on 
this road past Roodeplaat Dam and ARC. Thereafter, continue for approx. another 24km past Mutango 
Lodge on the right and Zebra Lodge on the left. At 24km, a shell garage and shops called Wadrif. 500m after 

mailto:info@spiderclub.co.za
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Wadrif, turn left onto a gravel road (Hartebeesfontein) travel for 9.5km, take the second turn off to the left. 
There is a yellow sign board on the right hand side fence marked P M Duke and another marked K&S Phillips. 
Continue for 1.8km until a T-junction. Turn left and immediately after turning left is the Nyani Conservancy 
gate. The gate will be unlocked, but kindly close the gate after entering by hooking the lock back into 
position.  10m after entering turn left and follow the road to the house.  Please bring picnic and any other 
refreshments. Free to Spider Club members, R30 for non-members. 
 
 
 

Keep your eyes on your e-mail and our Facebook page as other events may be organized, 
sometimes at quite short notice.   We will attempt to give you fair warning and those who do not 
have access to e-mail will be sent a text message. 
 
Jonathan Leeming does lots of outings and courses on scorpions.  Check out what he has 
available over the next few months at http://www.jonathanleeming.com/conservationist/public-
training-courses. 

 
Norman Larsen is at the Cape Union Mart Adventure Centre, Canal walk in Cape Town every 

Saturday between 11 a.m. and 12 noon to demonstrate and talk about SPIDERS! 

 

 

http://www.jonathanleeming.com/conservationist/public-training-courses
http://www.jonathanleeming.com/conservationist/public-training-courses

