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Who are we?
The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non‐profit‐making organisation. Our aim is to encourage an interest in
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions ‐ and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all
suitable means.
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member for
information.
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from time to
time. A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter.

Mission Statement
“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning‐experience, centred on
spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.”

Our Contact Details
www.spiderclub.co.za
Email: info@spiderclub.co.za
P.O. Box 390, Ruimsig, 1732
Visit our website, and send us photos and news that we can post there!

Committee members
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Editor:
PRO/Marketing:
Webmaster:

Astri Leroy
Jaco Le Roux
Joan Faiola
Alistair Mathie
Irmi Le Roux
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FROM THE HUB
This will probably be my last “From the Hub”. It has been good but it’s time for a change when the hub becomes
vacant it will be filled by someone else after the Annual General Meeting on 26th June. Our club, like nature itself,
abhors a vacuum. You must elect and/or confirm the Steering Committee for 2010/2011 and the committee
members will spin their web to ensnare a new Chairman. It might even be a Scorpion Person! What a shock!
Talking of silk and webs and things, Paul Selden recently posed an interesting question: do spider people (and here I
am sure he means both professional and amateur) know the difference between spinning and weaving? Well do
you? (See Paul’s article in this issue.) Just think it through. Silk is so important to spiders that it is worth getting it
right.
Our Annual General Meeting is not like the general run of AGMs. It’s more of a party, so if you have not made a
plan to join us on 26th June at the Nestle Centre at the Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden, in Malcolm Road,
Poortview, Roodepoort, you had better do so now. I can recommend the food which again will be Christy Mathie’s
special spit braai.
We have had a good an interesting year arachnologically and there’s more to come in the next season, with super
ideas for outings and events, so stick around and join in whenever you have time. The 18th International
Conference of Arachnology will be held 11th – 17th of next month in Siedlce, Poland. If we get feedback we will pass
it on to you. In February 2011 there will be our very own AFRAS Colloquium, somewhere in Gauteng but as far as I
know dates and venue have not yet been finalised.
Some of the best news is that there are new books on our own arachnids, mostly spiders I have to say. See this
issue, and in previous newsletters.
With the recently cold snap (I hear the coldest since 1994) you won’t find many invertebrates around, so this is the
time of year for consolidation; going through last season’s photographs, writing notes and so on. So don’t just sit in
front of the fire dreaming of next summer. Write something for our hardworking editor, Joan Faiola, send her
photos, arachnological snippets, observations, anecdotes, etc., to put into the newsletter.
Keep warm.

Astri
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From the Editor:
In June 2010 we bade farewell to Astri, who indicated that she wishes to stand down as chairman. On behalf of
the members, I would like to thank her for her efforts in the past two years of her tenure, when we witnessed the
revivification of the Club. Her legacy will be the foundation that has been laid for the Club to continue to go from
strength to strength. Astri has, however, indicated that she would like to remain on the committee in a “lesser”
role. We all welcome this, as we don’t want to lose our mentor!
Although it is now winter, we managed a couple of activities, not least the sorting session at ARC, reported on in
this issue. We were really made welcome by Ansie and her staff, and a huge and delicious lunch was laid on for
our benefit. There is another session in August, and I really recommend that you join in—it’s great fun, and a
fantastic learning experience. ARC is set in beautiful grounds, and we are going spider hunting there one of these
days, in the pristine bushveld.
Summer is now not far off, so we hope to see you soon at our outings.
Regards

Joan
PS. Astri still has a few Celestron digital microscopes at R670 plus postage of R25. Please contact her if you are
interested.

APOLOGY
I would like to apologise to Patrick Gildenhuys for the footnote on page 7 of the March
Newsletter.
My assessment of various facets of his book were unnecessarily harsh and hurtful and I
now realise that I should have addressed my concerns to Patrick personally and privately
without airing them in the public domain of the Spider Club News. He asked me to
remove the note but of course that cannot be done after the fact, so Patrick, my
apologies and to the club members please make up your own minds.
Astri Leroy
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Book News
It’s a great time when one can report on not one, but two, fantastic new spider books for Southern Africa, by local
authors.
We are also publishing a review by the renowned Theraphosid taxonomist, Richard Gallon of Patrick Gildenhuys’
book on baboon spiders, which was also reviewed in the March 2010 edition of Spider Club News. We felt, in
fairness to Patrick Gildenhuys, that the book warranted publication of another view by a baboon spider expert.
The review is published unchanged and in its entirety.

Book Review:
Filmer’s Spiders An Identification Guide for
Southern Africa
Martin R Filmer revised by Norman Larsen
ISBN 978‐1‐77007‐801‐7
Second edition Random House Struik 2010 128 pages Full‐colour illustrations
throughout.

Review by Joan Faiola
Norman Larsen’s revision of the late Dr Martin Filmer’s useful guide was awaited by
this reader with great anticipation. The original book was one of my tools in getting
rid of my arachnophobia, and for that I am eternally grateful. However, it was
already out of date by the time I bought my copy. Even so, it accompanied me on my
trips everywhere, along with Astri and John Leroy’s book. Between the two books, I gained a lot of knowledge in
the field.
Norman Larsen’s revision builds on Martin Filmer’s original work, and follows the text and arrangement of families
in the original, but it is now lavishly illustrated with first‐class photographs, replacing most of the line drawings of
the first edition. Some of these drawings are retained, along with new ones by Nicole Larsen. The balance between
photos and drawings is perfect. Norman has dispensed with the graphic symbols of the first edition, and has
updated all the names of genera and families that have changed. In all, 69 families are represented, including some
not featured in the first edition.
What stands out is the excellence of the layout of the new edition, and use of fonts and varied font sizes and
emphasis. Somehow this new edition is much easier to read.
I have only a couple of quibbles ‐ the caption on Page 83 is wrong ‐ Dysdera crocata is NOT an intertidal spider. I
would also have liked a section detailing the taxonomic changes between the two editions. A few errors crept in
with respect to the credits for a handful of photographs, but that will be corrected in future reprints.
This is a book that all spider lovers should own.
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Book News
Book Review:
Spiders of the Kalahari
A.S. Dippenaar‐Schoeman & A.M. van den Berg
ISBN 978‐1‐86849‐382‐1
Plant Protection Research Institute Handbook no 18, Agricultural Research Council,
Pretoria 118 pages Full‐colour illustrations throughout.

Review by Astri Leroy and Norman Larsen

This is the first regional field guide to come out of the National Survey of Arachnida. There will be more!
Using photographs from the Virtual Museum, diagnostic microscope photos, line drawings and succinct
descriptions the content is clear and easy to use and understand. The spiders are categorised in guilds, and the
guilds explained, so that even for people unfamiliar with spiders it should be easy to find one’s way around. The
first 10 pages give an introduction, explain spiders’ unique attributes, their life cycle and place in nature. Then the
field guide section is divided into web‐dwellers (subdivided into different kinds of webs), ground‐dwellers and plant
dwellers. All sections are colour coded. After the field guide section is a checklist of species arranged alphabeti‐
cally by family, a glossary, a literature list and an index.
The Kalahari is an enormous area and although some spiders are endemic to it, many of them are found all over the
southern African sub‐region and despite it looking like a regional field guide, we have already found it extremely
useful in identifying spiders from many parts of southern Africa.
Our only slight quibble is that although, on page 1 the authors have given sizes and wording from “very small” < 3
mm, to “very large” > 30 mm, a sizing diagram next to each spider might have been helpful for beginners. P15/2&3
= juvenile ♀ Argiope aurocincta is not male (see P 34 in Filmer’s Spiders), and P18/2&3 = Caerostris corticosa ♀ has
white ventral spots on abdomen while C sexcuspidata has reddish spots.
Oh yes, and there is a lovely typographical error on page 24 where Nemoscolus vigintipunctatus is called N virgin‐
tipunctatus! Could we translate it to a new common name for this little spider?
Footnote from Norman Larsen: Notwithstanding these few criticisms, I highly recommend Ansie and Almie’s book
and am proud to have it in my collection. (I cannot but emphasis that the Leroy’s, Ansie’s and Filmer’s spider books
are not competitors but complement each other so I recommend you all to buy all three!!!!!).
Obtainable at R140 plus R25 postage from Astri Leroy.
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BOOK REVIEW:
A pictorial guide to the baboon spiders of Southern Africa, by Patrick Gildenhuys
160 pages, full colour images throughout, 28.5 cm x 21.7 cm. Hardback or softback. Published by
Cadiz Street Publishing, South Africa, 2009. Cost R475, c.£39 (hardback), R350, c.£29 (softback); P&P
R230, c.£19 (hardback), R190, c.£16 (softback). Order online at www.baboonspiders.co.za. ISBN 978‐
0‐620‐45358‐5 (hardback), ISBN 978‐0‐620‐45349‐3 (softback).

Review by Richard C Gallon
Just before Christmas I was contacted by friends in South Africa
regarding the publication of an exciting new book on Southern
African baboon spiders. From what I understand very few people
knew the author was working on this project, so it was very much a
bolt from the blue. Given my longstanding taxonomic interest in
African theraphosid spiders, I contacted the author to obtain my
copy. I waited anxiously over the Christmas holidays for its delivery,
eagerly unwrapping the book on its arrival in the New Year. To my
relief this was not a book addressing the taxonomy of Southern
African theraphosids, a project I have been undertaking myself for
well over a decade.
The book is professionally typeset in an attractive modern fashion
and written in a way that is accessible to both the public and more
technically inclined reader. Patrick has logically divided the book
into several short chapters: Author’s note, Acknowledgements,
Classification, Introduction, Morphology, Routes travelled and
Glossary.
However, the main body of the book is devoted to illustrate the theraphosid diversity found within each of South
Africa’s provinces: Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Northern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, North West, KwaZulu‐Natal,
Limpopo, Mpumalanga; there is also a section entitled ‘Harpactirinae from Southern African regions’, which covers
a few species from other African countries.
Each provincial section begins with a short text summary outlining the genera, habitats, species diversity and
threats associated with the theraphosids of that particular region. However, what makes this book is the quantity
and quality of the spider photographs which form the bulk of each provincial section. Unlike many spider books, the
images are large, sometimes occupying two‐thirds of a page, and multiple images are presented for each species,
often depicting both sexes. The printing quality is matched by the quality of the images and justifies the price tag of
this book.
Due to taxonomic constraints the author has wisely chosen to label most species by geographic location, with most
being identified to genus level only. A centimetre scale is provided for each species, indicating the leg‐span of male
and female specimens.
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Typographical errors are few, although I was disappointed to see that scientific names were rarely
italicised within the text. Much of the information contained in this book is based on the author’s extensive first‐
hand experience, and that gleaned from internet resources. However, the lack of a reference list is a significant
omission in my opinion. Most of the spider photographs are staged on a standardised substrate, and I feel it would
have been more interesting to vary this a little, perhaps using the local substrate where possible. Although I do
agree with the author that this standardisation is useful for a camera’s colour rendition.
A slight gripe is that Ceratogyrus ezendami Gallon, 2001 has been pre‐emptively included within the genus
Augacephalus; a transfer that I have stated informally on the internet, but one that is yet to be formally published
(paper scheduled for publication in July 2010) – a lesson learnt perhaps? However, these are all relatively minor
points which do not detract from the overall quality of the book.
As a theraphosid taxonomist I’m used to working with 100‐year‐old, brown, faded museum specimens, so it is a
delight to see all these species in their full colour glory. It is a particular treat to see new images of Idiothele sp. Blue
Foot, Harpactirella sp. Gauteng and Pterinochilus sp. Lephalale – species which I shall be describing later this year.
Hopefully, in time, the other images in the book can be related to the faded brown versions I’m more familiar with!
As the author acknowledges, this book is not an identification guide, and may be of limited appeal to those whose
interest in tarantulas is restricted to their keeping. However, I have no hesitation in recommending this book to
anybody with an interest in African theraphosid spiders.
You will not find a better photographic presentation of the diversity of Harpactirinae anywhere else.

This review was first published in the British Arachnological Society Newsletter March 2010, No. 117 and is
reprinted with permission.

Right:
Ceratogyrus darlingi (female)
(Photo Patrick Gildenhuys)
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Events Reports
Groenvoer Country Market
29th May 2010
Report by Peet Van der Ark

Tring tring Trrrrrrrrrrring. Time to wake up. The start of an early morning to get ready for the Groenvoer Country
Market day.
The day started cold and I think bed would have been a better choice with a hot coffee. For the people sleeping
late, they missed a beautiful sunrise. It looked like the sky was on fire. At 7 in the morning Midrand is cold; people,
spiders and scorpions were just too cold, except Jaco. It was still summer time for him.
The day was an attraction for everybody, a market for everybody. Food, cheese, snakes, books, dance shows,
spiders and all other entertainment. At the spider club stall there was just about everything. Scorpions, spiders and
some big hairy friends from South America. Jaco was having fun with everybody and motivating them to hold a
tarantula as big as your hand. Most of the time the response was : "NO WAY". Some people were thinking about
it, and others set their fears away and handled the tarantula—and they came back for seconds. Joan also set her
fears one side and handled the tarantula. The tarantula wasn't very happy to sit on Joan’s hand, but there will be
another time.
It was a busy day for all, answering questions, giving advice and motivating people to enjoy our 8‐legged friends.
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS AND COMMENT
New Pycnacantha species from Namibia?
This month, June 2010, a seabird biologist based at Luederitz, Namibia, Dr Jessica Kemper,
submitted photos via Dr Joh Henschel to the Googlegroup of a strange Araneid. Jessica found two specimens of
the spider, a kilometre apart, both in a sedge‐like bush (which she assumes to be Cladoraphis cyperoides). Both
specimens were guarding identical nests. Jessica visits the second bush every few days to see if the spider is still
there and whether the babies have hatched yet. (They have hatched at the first site.) She says: “The spider is
very good at playing dead and I have yet to see it move, but every time I check on it, it has moved to another
branch of the bush.”
After some debate, Dr Ansie Dippenaar‐Schoeman of ARC informed us all that this was probably a new species of
Pycnacantha (Hedgehog spider). Ansie said: “I think it is an Araneidae Pycnacantha sp. (but I think new) ‐ the
juveniles are very similar to the juveniles of P. tribulus.” After Jessica submitted photos of the second specimen
found a kilometre away from the first, Ansie informed her: “This is an excellent new record and yes, if possible,
would you collect her? If she is a Pycnacantha they make a trapezium web at night hanging from their hind legs
to catch prey out of the air. There are four species know from Africa but I think this one is new. The male will be
much smaller than the female.” As the spider appears to be new to science, Jessica will collect a specimen.
All photos Jessica Kemper. Top left: Spider habitat. Top Right: Egg sac. Bottom left: Newly hatched spider‐
lings. Bottom right: Mother spider.
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Did prey scarcity influence orb‐web parameters in England during the Autumn
of 2009?
By Paul F. Whitehead
(Published with the permission of the author. This article first appeared in the BAS Newsletter, March 2010, No.
117)
During the autumn of 2009 it became apparent in many places that female Araneus diadematus (Clerck 1757) were
constructing large orb‐webs in some unusually exposed places the like of which I could not readily recall.
In my garden at Little Comberton, Worcestershire on 7th September 2009, I observed a horizontal web 32cm wide
fixed to the roof of an outbuilding and the front of a car by suspension strands 3.01m long. The web was composed
of 25 circumferential strands in 11cm. The first circumferential strand commenced 5cm from the centre of the
web‐hub; the web diameter was therefore 32cm. It occupied a position more or less midway between the car and
the building; from a distance the spider appeared to be unconnected to anything around it. (Continued on next
page)

Above: A. diadematus taken in the garden at Little Comberton, Worcestershire. This is an example of
an individual during September 2009 web‐weaving on a landscape scale, and effectively suspended in
open space.
(Photo P.F. Whitehead)
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(From previous page)
At Broadway, Worcestershire on 15th September 2009 another large A. diadematus web was strung obliquely from
the top corner of a carport to a point on its concrete floor, the suspension webs being 2.45m in length. Another
spider, Zygiella x‐notata (Clerck 1757) built its own substantial web by linking it to the A. diadematus web and to
the floor beneath it. When cars used the space, the A. diadematus attached replacement webs to those. Similarly
large highly exposed webs were observed in gardens in the Widcombe area of Bath, Somerset on 13th September
2009. One of these was linked to a boundary fence and to a shrub in a central position. That web spanned 3.1m.
A character of all of these webs was their considerable tensile strength, certainly stronger than an average A. diade‐
matus web, and almost beginning to approach those of some of the big Araneus spp. Found in exposure in the Alps
and to the south. This may be a response to the distance covered by the webs.
It might be presumed that these large strong webs resulted from a proliferation of suitable prey and that the spi‐
ders were doing well. This, however, may not be the case. Witt et al. (1968) showed that over time, increasingly
hungry Z. x‐notata spiders might increase their web area significantly. The observations cited here may support
that, for there was certainly no local surfeit of muscid flies during the autumn of 2009, and some of these A. diade‐
matus were rather on the lean side. Although Vollrath & Samu (1997) came to somewhat different conclusions
based on laboratory studies of A. quadratus webs, both studies confirmed that web parameters change in line with
prey abundance.

References
Vollrath, F & Samu, F. 1997. The effect of starvation on web geometry in an orb‐weaving spider. Bull. Br. Arachnol.
Soc. 10:295‐298.
Witt, P.N., Reed, C.F., & Peakall, D.B. 1968. A spider’s web: problems in regulatory biology. Springer, New York.

Editor’s Note: We have a number of Araneus and Neoscona spp. In South Africa that are similar in many ways to
the species of the above study. It would be interesting to see whether the South African genera respond in a similar
way to variations in prey availability. The response might be even more marked, given our greater extremes of rain‐
fall and drought.
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Observations of Red Rumped Baboon Spiders in and around Stellenbosch
We received reports from two different writers concerning Red Rumped Baboon Spiders at Stellenbosch.
Francois Dreyer wrote: “In 2005 I sent you the first photo of a Baboon spider found here at our Laboratory in
Stellenbosch. You identified it as a male or juvenile Red‐rumped Baboon spider (Harpactira chrysogaster).
“In 2007 two more specimens were seen in the space of two weeks.
“This morning another one found its way onto the balcony at work. When I looked at the dates of my previous
reports and today's (9 May 2005, 10 April 2007, 26 April 2007 and 25 May 2010), all the sightings were in April or
May.
“Is there a specific time of year that these spiders are more active?
“All the specimens seen were either male or juvenile ‐ based on the blackish colour, silvery hairs on legs and red‐
brown abdomen. I tried to get a "measurement" of this morning’s specimen but the spider was rather more
aggressive than previous specimens and attacked the ruler at one stage even jumping on to it and one could
actually hear it biting the ruler. Not being very fond of spiders I did not push my luck, but it was between 2.5 ‐ 3cm
in length (measured from front of the head to end of abdomen ‐ as mentioned in your email reply of 2005).
“For interest‘s sake the location of this morning's sighting: Lat: ‐33.919887 / Lon: 18.869561.”
Astri Leroy responded: “Males of many species of baboon spiders are active towards the very end of summer when
they go around looking for their ladies. I reckon (although I don't know if it has been recorded or written up) that
the females are all fat, receptive and well fed and therefore not so likely to eat their mates after a long hot summer
of scoffing lots of food. As you no doubt know, female spiders have receptacles in which they store the sperm
until they need it, when they lay their eggs, so there is delayed implantation of a sort and this means that they can
hide away from the horrid Cape winter, fertilize the eggs as they are laid in spring and carry on from there.”
The second writer was Deirdre Vrancken, who is a biologist who wishes to learn more about spiders. She saw and
photographed the spider below in Jonkershoek Nature Reserve, near Stellenbosch, recently.

Photos: Deirdre Vrancken www.birdingafrica.com
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Swimming Alone ?

- By Johan Smit

Last summer, with its high temperatures, my wife and I spent some time in the swimming pool like many other
families, and there I noticed some old friends of mine, sharing the water with us. I am sure a lot of people would
have either given up swimming till further notice, or the husband would have been instructed to “remove those
things before I will get into the water!” in no uncertain terms.
We just left them there and they simply moved higher up, out of reach of the tidal waves we were creating, with all
the splashing and diving. I am referring to two large spiders that spend a lot of time in the pool each summer. They
belong to the Pisauridae family which consists of the Fishing Spiders, as in this case in the genus Thalassius, and the
Nursery Web Spiders.
This is quite a large spider and the body size ranges from 15 to 30 mm and it could have a leg span of 60 mm. Quite
an impressive size but if one takes a closer look, also a very beautiful one, with prominent white markings on either
side of the carapace and abdomen and often with numerous colour patterns within a chocolate to blackish back‐
ground on the abdomen.
They have a very distinctive way about them with
their long legs spread out, equally spaced and encir‐
cling the whole body. They are diurnal or day hunt‐
ers and live near pools of water surrounded with
vegetation. Their hunting is done on or in the water
where they can move with quite a turn of speed.
When disturbed they will dive into the water for
quite a distance and remain there for a remarkable
length of time, breathing oxygen adhering to the
body. The hunting method is to sit quietly on the
side of the pool or even on the surface itself, with
one leg dangling under the surface. This leg will be
moved and will act as a lure.

Thalassius sp. Fishing Spider

Vibrations under the water or even on the surface will alert them to the presence of prey and this will be captured
with a very fast dive into the water. The prey can be anything like small fishes, tadpoles, frogs and aquatic insects.
Sometimes freshwater crustaceans will also be taken. They will even take drowning insects on the surface of the
pool, thus helping to keep it clean.
The venom of this spider is very effective on its prey and is very fast acting to subdue a fish or frog larger than the
spider itself, before any damage could be inflicted to the spider itself. There are no records of humans being en‐
venomated by these spiders, as far as I know and they are regarded as harmless to humans. I had to handle these
spiders on quite a few occasions and have never been bitten by one.
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Left: A nest with young Fishing Spiders

It is amusing to watch these spiders hunt and
to see how fast they can react to the move‐
ment of the prey, but one has to be excep‐
tionally patient and also have a good amount
of time on hand, not to mention the amount
of luck needed to be at the right place at the
right time.
The female holds her egg sac in her jaws and pedi‐
palps and will carry it around with her wherever she goes. She has an excellent sense of timing and will carry it thus
till just before the young are ready to emerge. Just before this she will attach the egg sac to some vegetation in a
safe and secluded spot and spins a web around it.
She will now guard and defend it with her own life. When the spiderlings emerge, they will bunch together and she
will continue to guard over them and feed them until they are ready to disperse. At this stage the female’s purpose
has been achieved and she dies. The young will now take their chances and a gathering of swallows will be noticed
flying around in a certain spot and one cannot help to wonder if this is not a ballooning exercise taking place.
This is truly another one of Mother Nature’s many wonders which will go unnoticed by the average human. A
drama like this often takes place in one’s own backyard without anybody noticing. If one is sufficiently interested to
see something like this, try to find a female carrying her egg sac and find out where she is hiding.
It is then a matter of watching and waiting. If one is lucky enough to find a clutch of spiderlings and one blows on
them lightly, they will move and stop collectively, almost like a school of fishes. This synchronized movement is for
protection, because a predator will easily capture a single spiderling, but will think twice before getting involved
with a creature seemingly a few centimeters wide.

© Story and photos Johan Smit 2010
Editor’s note:
Our biggest surprise was that they live happily in a swimming pool. Johan informs us that this is indeed so, and has photos to
prove it! Although they don’t have tadpoles and small fish in the pool, the spiders will catch insects that fall in.
In the family Pisauridae there are far more non‐aquatic than aquatic members. In South Africa we have five named species in
the genus Thalassius, as well as at least one species of Dolomedes.
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ABOUT JOHAN SMIT
Johan lives in Phalaborwa, and writes articles on nature observations in his local
newspaper, The Marula Gazette. He has brought together a group of
nature‐conscious people to rescue snakes and spiders, and other ’unwelcome’ crea‐
tures. Johan wants to set up a spider group in Phalaborwa. We like his fresh take on
spiders, and hope that he will write more contributions for us in the future.
Johan welcomes questions on his article— email him at jwsmit@vodamail.co.za.

Spinning and Weaving
By Paul Selden
Department of Geology, University of Kansas, Lindley Hall, 1475 Jayhawk Boulevard, Lawrence, KS 66045, USA
(Published with the permission of the author. This article first appeared in the BAS Newsletter, March 2010, No.
117)
No, I’m not talking about political machinations, but the things that all spiders do. With my old, battered, editor’s
hat on, I want to say a few words about two words which, I believe, are being used indiscriminately, interchangea‐
bly, and incorrectly: spinning and weaving.
According to the Oxford English Dictionary (OED), to spin means: “to draw out and twist the fibres of some suitable
material, such as wool or flax, so as to form a continuous thread; to be engaged in or to follow this occupation”, and
“Of insects: To produce glutinous threads from the body by means of special organs”. A spinning wheel performs
just such a task: to produce a continuous thread from separate fibres.
The spigots on a spider’s spinnerets do just that: liquid is drawn from the silk glands through the spigots; it hardens
on contact with the atmosphere to produce a silken thread. That is spinning.
Weaving, on the other hand, is defined by the OED as: “To form or fabricate (a stuff or material) by interlacing yarns
or other filaments of a particular substance in a continuous web; to manufacture in a loom by crossing the threads
or yarns called respectively the warp and the weft. Also with obj. the web itself, a garment made up of such a stuff
or material.”
Thus, spinning and weaving, as all clothiers know, are quite different processes, and both are performed by the spi‐
der differently. The silken thread is first produced from the spigots (it is spun), then it is woven into a web by the
muscular actions of the spinnerets. Not always, of course – the dragline is simply spun and then left behind as the
spider moves about. But most spiders weave silk into a variety of objects:
capture webs, retreats, burrow linings, sleeping bags, egg‐sacs, and so on.
(Continued on next page)
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Ever since arachnologists started writing, there has been confusion between spinning and weaving. More often
than not, writers use spinning when they mean weaving. Spiders do not spin webs! They weave them, from silk
produced by their silk‐spinning organs.
So: here is a plea. Can we use these words correctly in future? The English language is full of subtlety, and distin‐
guishes the details between different activities. After all, we owe it to the spiders, who invented these processes
long before Man and other species stumbled upon them!

Illegal Trade in Baboon Spiders
Ian Engelbrecht of Gauteng Nature Conservation requests that you take action should you see any of our indige‐
nous Baboon Spiders on sale at pet shops in Gauteng.
The appropriate action is to report any pet shops found selling local species to the Green Scorpions (The enforce‐
ment division of Gauteng Nature Conservation). You need to make a formal complaint with them by filling in a
form, and then they will investigate.
You can phone them on 011 355 1440 or email
green.scorpions@gauteng.gov.za. Please encourage anyone who knows about pet shops selling these spiders to do
the same.
Thanks for your efforts to help protect our baboon spiders.
Ian Engelbrecht
Invertebrate Scientist
Gauteng Nature Conservation

News about the Platnick Catalog
Norman Platnick of the American Museum of Natural History, New York reports that the latest version (11.0) of the
Catalog is now available online under its usual address:
< http://research.amnh.org/iz/spiders/catalog/INTRO1.html >
with 41,719 valid spider species.
Fossil Chelicerata: the new version of the Catalog now includes a complete list of all fossil arachnids and their rela‐
tives; see under the ‘Fossils’ tab on the link above.
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A NOTE ON NEOSCONA RUFIPALPIS WEBS
Green Spot Hairy Field Spider
BY ASTRI LEROY
Neoscona rufipalpis is an orb‐web weaver common on the Highveld. It is widespread with a distribution range
throughout Africa, some off‐shore islands and into Yemen.
The small orb‐webs have widely‐spaced spirals of very sticky, bright yellow silk which is monitored by the spider
from within a tightly woven retreat of vegetation (usually leaves) held together with strong pale yellow, non‐sticky
silk. Unusually amongst medium‐sized members of the genus some individuals are active even in mid‐winter, re‐
pairing their webs if they are removed or broken and dealing with any prey that becomes trapped in the web. Other
individuals seem to simply rest during the coldest and driest months, reappearing as the warmer weather of spring
brings out more insects.
N. rufipalpis construct their webs and retreats on vegetation and although they can be found on many different
kinds of plants (bushes, forbs and grasses) in our region (Roodepoort area) they seem to have a particular liking for
the Diospyros lycioides (Bloubos Afr., Bluebush Star Apple Eng.) and one is almost guaranteed to find them some‐
where in these bushes particularly in winter because D. lycioides is drought deciduous, losing its leaves for a short
while in the driest season just as the new buds start to open, and this is when the spiders’ retreats are very obvious.
I am not sure if the retreats are there all year round and will watch what happens with these two individuals.
There are other species of Araneids that look very like N. rufipalpis and in March 2009 at Borakalalo Nature Re‐
serve, N.W. Province we noted scores Araneus apricus webs. These spiders had a green abdomen and were only
about half the size of adult N. rufipalpis. We gave them a nickname of “Green Pea Spiders” because that is just what
they looked like! We collected a few Individuals at the time but when we determined that they were immature we
released them. Their webs were very different; much larger, probably about 25cm in diameter, the spirals were
more closely spaced, not as yellow and did not have such large droplets of glue. Also the spiders rested, head‐down
(Continued on next page)

Below: Neoscona rufipalpis outside retreat.

Above: Retreat and small orb‐web about 10 cm
diameter, with very sticky, bright yellow spirals
spaced quite far apart.
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at the centre of their webs and did not seem to construct a retreat. So although they look similar they are actually
in a different genus of orb‐web weavers ( Araneidae).

Left:: Two adult female
spiders in the same bush,
June 2010. The spider on
the left of the picture
repairs its web if it gets
broken but the spider on
the right does not construct
a web at this time of year.
Red arrow points to web.

Right: Small orb‐web. Silk
of spirals is bright yellow.
Below: Neoscona rufipalpis close‐up, showing the
scapus which distinguishes it as a species of
Neoscona.
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PHOTO GALLERY—JEREMY MUNTON‐JACKSON
Jeremy is a gifted amateur photographer who belongs to a photographic club in Pretoria. He works for Pioneer, and
as part of his job visits agricultural areas, so he has plenty of opportunities to find interesting spiders. He started
sending us photographs of his finds a few months ago, and has also joined the Spider Club. It was a difficult task
selecting which photos to use from the more than fifty fine shots that Jeremy has submitted over the past few
months. He also submits to the Virtual Museum. We thank Jeremy for allowing us to share his photos.

Wolf spider, carrying
her young.
(Lycosidae)

Jeremy is very skillful when it comes to jumping spiders. He
says he talks to the spiders to make them sit still for the
shot. (Salticidae)
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Left: Thomisus
daradioides with
prey. (Thomisidae)

Left: Neoscona
blondeli (Araneidae)
Right:
feather-legged
spder;
Uloborus
plumipes
(Uloboridae)

Left: Crab spider, Misumenops
rubrodecoratus (Thomisidae)
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Above left: long legged sac spider
Cheiracanthium sp. (Miturgidae)

Above right: Garbage Line Spider Cyclosa sp.

Right: Lynx spider Oxyopidae
Hamataliwa sp. (Oxyopidae)
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ARC AND SANSA NEWS
SPIDER SORTING AT ROODEPLAAT
6 JUNE 2010
A sorting session was held at ARC, attended
by Dr. Ansie Dippenaar‐Schoeman and her
staff, and several members of the Spider
Club.
Ansie reports:
“I worked through all the sorted material
and I am impressed. It was really done well
and I think we have now >200 bottles that I
was able to identify.
So from this side also ‐ please thank them all
for their time and effort, we really appreci‐
ate that and it HELPED a lot!”
Another session is being held in early Au‐
gust. You are encouraged to attend ‐ it is
fun, and a great learning experience.
You are once again reminded of SANSA’s
request that Spider Club members partici‐
pate in SANSA activities, in any way, such as
contributing photos to the Virtual Museum
and arachnid stories for the SANSA newslet‐
ter.
Visit the Virtual Museum to find out which
of your friends have contributed photos.
The standard is very high.
(http://
www.arc.agric.za/vmuseum/
vmuseumMain.aspx).
We can forward the SANSA newsletter on
request, but better still, you can ask them to
place your e‐mail address on the distribu‐
tion list.
Contact ARC via their website – see the
SANSA advertisement on this page.
Tel: (Arachnids) 012 356 9800
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SPIDER CLUB DIARY 2010
DIARY 2010 ‐ 2011
Saturday 14th &/or Sunday 15th August, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Sorting session at ARC Plant Protection Research
Institute, Biosystematics Division at the ARC Roodeplaat campus. This will be a great learning experience and
chance of networking with the scientists. For bookings and directions please contact Joan on info@spiderclub.co.za
or her cell 082‐565‐6025.
September 2010 outing To be announced. Possibly Tswaing Crater north of Pretoria.
6TH – 10TH October, Yebo Gogga at Wits.
Sunday 7th November. Visit to Elandsvlei Conservancy. We will do a spider survey for the conservancy. Details to
follow in the next newsletter. Contact Astri if you are interested.
Saturday 13th November, 2010. Spider talk and walk, Random Harvest Indigenous Nursery, 2:30 p.m.
Plot 57, College Road, Nooitgedacht.
For more details on Random Harvest, visit their website on www.random‐harvest‐nursery.co.za
Come early and enjoy the beautiful indigenous nursery, lunch at their tea garden and for those from far away there
are B & B Cottages.
Directions in the September 2010 Newsletter.
19‐21 November 2010 An outing is being planned to Waterval Boven/Machadadorp area. Details to follow.
January 2011 outing To be announced. Possibly Abe Bailey Nature Reserve near Carletonville.
9th – 11th February, 2011. AFRAS Colloquium. Rhemardo, near Marken in the Waterberg. Details to be
announced.
February 2011 outing. To be announced. Possibly Faerie Glen Nature Reserve, Pretoria.
18 – 21st March. Benfontein, a Diamond Route reserve near Kimberley. Details to follow.
22nd – 27th April near Tshipise, Limpopo. Details to follow.
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