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Who are we?
The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit-making organisation. Our aim is to encourage an interest
in arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals
by all suitable means.
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member
for information.
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from
time to time. A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter.
Mission Statement

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning-experience, centred on

spiders, their relatives and on nature in general.”
Our Contact Details
www.spiderclub.co.za
Email: info@spiderclub.co.za
P.O. Box 390, Ruimsig, 1732

Visit our website, and send us photos and news that we can post there!

Committee members
Chairman: Astri Leroy

073 168 7187

info@spiders.co.za

Treasurer: Jaco Le Roux

083 258 8969

jaco.leroux@rs-omponents.com

Editor: Joan Faiola

082 565 6025

joanf@wol.co.za

PRO/Marketing: Alistair Mathie 078 109 7940

alistair.mathie@draftfcb.co.za

Membership: Miemmie Prinsloo 082 772 3928

miemmiep@d-bit.co.za

Member at large: Lloyd Grobler 079 497 2732

salticid@live.co.za

Events organizer: Danie Smit

chillyautomation@gmail.com

Webmaster: Irmi Le Roux
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From the hub …… of this and that..
Why have I put Noreen’s photo up there? She isn’t
even a member, she’s is a friend (through our sons)
and an artist. Noreen has become fascinated by spider
webs, their architecture, texture and sheer beauty.
This is a reminder to us that many people out there
actually DO like spiders, “just because”. See the
photo feature on pages 18 to 21 of this newsletter.
Do you know what I love about The Spider Club? Not
just the spiders and the cool places we visit but the
people. Spider people (or should I say Arachnopeople?) seem to have an insatiable curiosity about
everything, rather like young children.
Photo of Stegodyphus web, taken in the Kruger
Park by Noreen Beets

On that note there is a general feeling that children, our future, are losing touch with nature. To quote Kate
Humble of the RSPB (Royal Society for the Preservation of Birds) in the UK: “If a child hasn’t ever got their
(sic) hands dirty looking for bugs, how can we expect them to care about the natural world?” She didn’t
quite get her grammar right but her sentiments are good. We need to grab the children’s minds right now
and spiders often do just that. Take any group of pre-teens into a patch of veld and show them what is
there and the majority are fascinated by the sheer number and variety of creatures. The other side of this
coin is that some of them are really knowledgeable and tell US all about arachnids. Thank you National
Geographic channel!
Have you noticed a decline in insects and spiders this year and are there are different ones around compared
to last year?
I have been looking for Cheiracanthium furculatum the normally common sac spider but
seldom found them in the summer of 2009/10. Last year our bedroom was invaded by male net-casting
humpback spiders Menneus camellus. - none this summer. Our house and garden are full of neat little
Philodromus bigibbus; their egg sacs are under every stone outdoors, behind curtains, between pieces of
paper and cardboard, everywhere! One attached her egg sac inside the lid of a toilet cistern. Imagine my
surprise when lots of little spiders came scurrying out after one rather violent flush! Arachnophobia here we
come!
Recently John and I were invited to visit Botswana to introduce the field guides of a well known safari
company to their local arachnids and to compile a spider checklist with the help of the resident ecologists.
The list is made and growing and a poster and/or a booklet will be compiled for the field guides and guests
(as the VERY well-heeled tourists are called). What a trip! We learnt how the other half live and saw large
mammals at very close – sometimes too close - quarters and collected, photographed and listed MANY
spiders.
I visited the new premises of P.P.R.I. at Roodeplaat to drop off some specimens and see what the new
facility is like. It is really nice and after years of “making do” with temporary accommodation they have
enough room for their huge collection. Ansie gave me a great welcome and showed me round with pride. I
had a cup of coffee with her in a deliciously decorated mug. Her friend Liz Herholdt paints them and I am
going to try to get some for us to sell at the AGM.
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Photos: Astri Leroy

Above: Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman in her office
Below: Liz Herholdt’s mugs decorated with spider pictures

We have been having a flood of hysterical emails sent to the Spider Club concerning Violin Spider hoax emails about violin spiders proliferating and killing crowds of people, the latest on a manufactured SA National
Parks ‘newsflash’ and another on a ‘letterhead’ purporting to be from the SA Medical Association. We check
the official websites before we pounce on the perpetrators and they always turn out to be hoaxes. In the
case of the Sanparks email, one person who contacted us managed to get through to Sanparks, and
apparently they are ‘embarrassed and angry’, because a temporary worker sent it through for release,
without authorisation. What we would like to know, is why don’t they print a retraction?
Our violin spiders are pretty docile, VERY rare and their bites generally of no medical importance unless the
bitten person (bite-ee?) scratches the itch with dirty fingernails.
Because of this we are planning to change our venomous spiders section on the website, have pictures of the
spiders that CAN harm and try to have something non-hysterical but not boring for the public to read. I just
hope they do. The Violin Spider hoaxes are driving us NUTS! (We plan to send these hoaxes to www.HoaxSlayer.com for them to update their website.)
See you all soon, check the diary and come along ….

Astri

Poortview, 24 March 2010
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From the Editor:
The first few months of the year were really hectic, and we are reporting on no less than six events that took
place so far this year, as well as Astri’s ground-breaking lecture to medical students at Wits. Next summer
promises to be just as busy and some great ideas for outing venues are being bandied about. We hope to
have more news soon.
Our AGM is coming up again in June, and Christy Mathie will be doing the catering. You will really miss out if
you don’t join us, because Christy’s food is scrumptious.

Shop window
………….. is being discontinued. A lot of our stock is sold, and we are not ordering more at this stage.
Anyway, you know what we have, and if you need it, you may contact us.
I was to have included a small piece on Solifuges, but there just isn’t space this time! We are including one
of Jack Hochfeld’s photos that would have been included with the article.

Best wishes

Joan
Solifuge
with
Prey:
Photo by
Jack
Hochfeld

________________________________________________________________________

Book News
Recently I obtained a number of books from the Amazon UK Marketplace. They were all second-hand books
at very reasonable prices, and it is amazing what you find when you start surfing. The books were all in
excellent condition. The drawback is the cost of postage, which from Britain is incredibly expensive, and can
cost much more than the book itself! But it is a fun way of increasing your Arachnid library.
This month we have two book reviews, including a full review of Patrick Gildenhuys’ Baboon Spider book
previewed last issue. We were hoping to review the new book Filmer’s Spiders of Southern Africa, but an
advance copy is not yet to hand. ARC has a new publication, Spiders of the Kalahari, and as soon as we have
a copy, we will print a review. Details for ordering are on the SANSA page in this edition.
You will have to wait for a review of Duncan MacFadyen’s new book, A Landscape of Insects and Other
Invertebrates, but I will say this: Duncan, you are in illustrious company, with the great Charles Darwin no
less, who referred to spiders as insects in his book The Voyage of the Beagle!
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SPIDERS THE ULTIMATE PREDATORS: Stephen Dalton,
Format Approximately A4.
ISBN: 9781554073467 (US edition) FIREFLY BOOKS 2008
ISBN: 9781408106976 (British edition) A & C BLACK PUBLISHERS LTD 2008
Both editions are hard cover.
Review by Joan Faiola

I was recently given this book as a retirement present.
The book stands out because of the wonderful photography. The text covers the usual topics, including brief
explanations of the structure of the spider, classification, silk, webs, courtship, and of course, spider bites.
The chapters are arranged arbitrarily by lifestyle rather than by scientific classification, so there are chapters
on nocturnal hunters, visual hunters, web trappers, etc. with a special chapter on jumping spiders, and what
a pleasure that chapter is! The photography shows jumping spiders jumping across ‘chasms’ in
photographic sequences.
Of special interest are two British spiders, Atypus affinis (Britain’s only
mygalomorph?) and the extremely rare and endangered ladybird spider Eresus cinnaberinus. Mainly the book
covers British and American spiders, but is no less interesting for that.
You aren’t going to want this book because you need a technical book or a field guide, but you will want it if
you want a feast of exceptional photography illustrating the varied lifestyles of spiders, accompanied by an
interesting and well-written text.
I believe my copy (US edition) was obtained at Exclusive Books, but Kalahari.net
also currently stock it at R299.41 (US edition) or R263.66 (English edition).
(Amazon.co.uk currently have a special on the English version at GBP12.00)

A PICTORIAL GUIDE TO THE BABOON SPIDERS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA: Patrick
Gildenhuys, A4 format 210mm by 275 mm. Cadiz Street Publishing
(www.cadizstreet.co.za) 2009. 160 pages ISBN 978-0-620-45349-3 (soft cover) ISBN
978-0-620-45358-5 (hard cover).
Review by Martin Paulsen
This new book does not cover behaviour or anatomy or taxonomic features of
Baboon Spiders, but it does visually introduce us to an overview of these
spiders.
The book is divided into regions where the author stopped, and provides the
reader with a locality shot, and the species he encountered in the area.
Instead of the author saying that Harpactira gigas looks like this, and occurs in
the following places ……. the author says, I have visited the following five
places and photographed a Harpactira at each locality, and the reader is left to
decide if it is five variations of H. gigas, or 5 unrelated species of Harpactira.
An occasional photograph of a Baboon Spider burrow at some localities was a
most welcome inclusion. Maps at the back show a vague route taken by the
author, with certain localities omitted. (Maasstroom/KNP).
For the beginner there is a breakdown of the Classification of Baboon Spiders in the context of the Animal
Kingdom. Dorsal views of the anatomy of the male and female (he could have included ventral views, since
this is a book aimed at the beginner). The book has a glossary of terms and anatomy. The scale of the
spiders on each page is indicated in the form of a scale referencing separately the male and female leg
span. (The size of the leg span of spiders is measured from the tip of leg No. 1 diagonally through the
spider’s body to the tip of the opposing back leg (No. 4). I would have liked the body lengths or body mass
to be given as an added reference, although this can be very variable.
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Probably the most exciting aspect of the book is the overview of the seven genera of Baboon Spiders, which
has only recently been redefined. The book doesn’t have an index, so one cannot re-visit a specimen or
favourite picture easily, or cross-reference spiders, or make an overview study.
One of the conscious aims of the author was to show the untrained viewer how diverse and unique each
species is, but he misses the mark, because the sheer number of photographs overwhelms the reader, and
the individual spiders blend into a soup of uniformity, making the book as exciting as a piano keyboard is to
a deaf person.
For me the biggest fault is that all the specimens are photographed on exactly the same substrate
(resembling bark chips bought at the nursery?) Since the author was on site, there is no excuse for not
photographing each species in situ, or at least on its home substrate.

Editorial Note:
The author with his detailed photos of scenery has laid it wide open for the collectors/spider
fanciers to retrace his steps and find baboon spiders to collect illegally. That the same substrate
has been used for all photos (and here I am guessing) suggests that he collected the spiders and
did not photograph them in situ.
Adult female baboon spiders cannot be rehabilitated once their burrows have been destroyed.
- AL

_______________________________________________________________

Events Reports
Beginners’ Spider Identification Course
Kloofendal 30th January 2010
Report by Astri Leroy
These beginners' ID courses should be a piece of old tackie. Run through the presentation the night before,
print out booklets, handouts and worksheets. No problem! I have even made friends with my digital
projector and laptop and made sure they get along with each other too. Plain sailing, so I thought, but I
should have known better, never get blasé!
On arrival at the hall in the Education Centre I was met by a really flustered Karin Spottiswoode of The
Friends of Kloofendal. The Centre had been burgled, the police were on their way and we were not allowed
in. Meantime the 19 students arrived, most of whom had already paid up front for the course so we could
hardly cancel – so we decided to swop the whole programme around. First have a walk in the reserve, look
at spiders then, if the cops were finished give the presentation and worksheets and "test" afterwards - if
there was time. It kind of worked but the questions that would have been answered during the presentation
were asked during the walk and not everyone got to grips with the answers.
It taught me a lesson in flexibility, the students had fun, and I hope they learned something, we gained new
members and both the Friends of Kloofendal and the Spider Club made a bit of money.
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Terra Nostra near Marble Hall – 5th-7th February 2010
Report by Joan Faiola
Peet Van der Ark said it all: ‘It was a weekend full of fun and exploring around to find spiders and
scorpions’.’ That’s not all we found. There were all sorts of creepy crawlies, even nice birds to watch. We
met new members, and had a wonderful time.
This farm was kindly made available to us by the Lambrechts family. Thank you Ruan for the wonderful
hospitality you extended to us all at this great venue. For those who have never been to Terra Nostra, you
really missed a wonderful experience. All photos by Peet Van der Ark.

Busy hunting

Opistophthalmus glabifrons female

Ruan Lambrechts with friend on hat.

Busy Nephila

A (Scorpion) Walk in the Park
Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens, 13 February 2010
Report by Alistair Mathie
As much as we all love getting out in the bush, it’s so easy to overlook the arachnid wealth that resides,
literally, on our doorsteps. While most central Gautengers are familiar with spiders in their gardens and
homes, scorpions go largely unnoticed due to their nocturnal habits and clearly defined habitat preference
(with the exception of the little Buthid Pseudolychas ochraceus that frequently turns up in bathtubs and
kitchen sinks). The novel opportunity to go UV-lighting for scorpions in Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens drew
an unexpectedly large crowd of around 35 mainly non-Spider Club members.
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Photo: Peet Van der Ark

Photo: Peet Van der Ark

Uroplectes triangulifer : Photo Alistair
Mathie

At dusk, after an introductory talk by Astri we distributed the UV-torches and split into two groups led by Astri
and Alistair. Making a beeline for the pristine indigenous slopes on the western side of the gardens, we were
pleased to find thriving populations of the scorpions we were hoping for. In the long grass, turning over rocks
uncovered many Opistophthalmus pugnax burrows, with occupants in full view. Most of the females were
carrying grub-like 1st instar babies on their backs or were still sharing the burrow with neatly formed prediaspora 2nd instar juveniles. Walking along the Woodland Walk adjacent to the Bushveld Area, the UV lights
picked out Uroplectes triangulifer and Pseudolychas ochraceus hunting among the stones.
Time and difficulty of access precluded climbing to the top of the Mountain View Walk to explore the rocky
ridge for Jozi’s only rock scorpion, Hadogenes gunningi (collected here previously) but the healthy
populations of the other species suggest that this threatened species is probably also thriving in the locality.
Sadly, on unprotected parts of the reef, habitat destruction threatens to wipe out entire populations of these
highly specialised creatures, a threat shared by the burrowing scorpions.
The walk was very successful in introducing people to the wonders of our local scorpion fauna and
highlighted (in fluorescent yellow nogal!) the importance of habitat preservation as the basis for conservation.

Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens Scorpion Checklist
Pseudolychas ochraceus,
Uroplectes triangulifer
Liochelidae:
Hadogenes gunningi
Scorpionidae: Opistophthalmus pugnax
Buthidae:

Spider Day at Willow Valley Farm
Cullinan Conservancy 20th February 2010
Report and Photo by Astri Leroy
It's quite a long way from Roodepoort to Cullinan and EVERY highway in Gauteng had at least a portion
under construction in February. I gave myself two hours to get there but my heart sank when confronted
with a sea of immobile vehicles from the M1/N14 junction past central Pretoria on the N1. It moved, if at all,
at a snail's pace till I got off the N1 and onto the N4. That road was clear and I was very early so popped in
to the Botanical Garden for a comfort stop and was waylaid by some ladies having coffee so joined them for
a while. Surprisingly, and despite the clogged roads and coffee/comfort break I arrived in Cullinan early but
missed the turn off to Willow Valley Farm so arrived THERE late! It is a dairy farm with lots of huge blackand-white Holsteins, the best milk producers known. Besides cattle, milk and spiders the farm boasts hiking
trails, farm tours and outrides on some really beautiful horses.
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We were hosted in a magnificent lapa amongst palms groves and beds of Delicious Monsters. Despite the
manicured neatness of the garden there were spiders around; Banded-legged Golden Orb Web spiders
(Nephila senegalensis) amongst the "monsters", Black and White Hammock Web spiders Microlinyphia sterilis
in the ground-covers a False House Button Spider (Theridion sp) and a Garbage Line Web spider against a
tree trunk. Under the eaves of the milking parlour were webs of common Daddy Longlegs (Smeringopus
natalensis) and a Brown Button spider (Latrodectus geometricus) had made her web and home under an
outside windowsill. We wandered along a farm track and checked out bushes, turned rocks, went through a
gate and a couple of fields where we turned over a cattle trough and discovered a female wolf spider (family
Lycosidae) with her egg sac attached but she escaped into the grass before we could catch her. On the
mown edges of the hiking path were many of the tiny wolf spiders Pardosa crassipalpis, the males waving the
black brushes on their pedipalps enticingly at their ladies. In a fence post Peet discovered two enormously
fat, probably gravid, female sac spiders (Cheiracanthium furculatum) resting cosily in their sleeping bags - er?
- sacs. The sedges on the banks of a small dam were investigated for Fishing Spiders (none found) and Long
Jawed Water Orb Weavers (Tetragnatha sp. several found). But the surprise for the greenies was that a
windbreak of old eucalypts (Blue Gums) yielded the highest diversity and most interesting spiders of all, two
species of Velvet spiders (Dresserus sp. and Gandanameno sp.), a scorpion spider (Platyoides sp. family
Trochanteriidae) one Camel-backed Net-casting spider (Menneus camellus). Spiders are not fussy homemakers and loose bark, both on the trees and fallen to the ground provide innumerable hiding places for tiny
predators. It also strikes me that this grove of old eucalypts is probably left undisturbed while the rest of the
farm is heavily managed. A sweep-net in natural grass and herbage as usual turned up lots of interesting
stuff and in fact we found and recorded members of 21 spider families in one morning. Not bad, I reckon
and a list is available to those interested.
As usual we returned with some of our "catch" at lunch time to the lapa, set up the microscope and had a
closer look at some of the spiders. Most were immature and all were released except one of the Sac Spiders
which I brought home to see if I could get it and Lloyd Grobler together for a bite experiment. Sadly by the
time I got her home she had died, so maybe Lloyd is lucky and we won't get pictures of a sac spider bite this
time round!
Thank you Cullinan Conservancy, and Joan du Toit, for hosting us again after several years' absence. New
friends were made and old friends re-united - two ex Potch Girls' High after something like 40 years!! We
were royally looked after and I hope we gave the good people of Cullinan Conservancy and interesting and
informative day.

Rhenosterspruit Spider Walk 27th February 2010
Report by Joan Faiola
We returned to Rhenosterspruit Conservancy for another successful and well-attended walk with Astri Leroy.
The proceedings were filmed for the SABC 3 programme Knock Knock with Professor Pink (Jan Horn, who
happens to be Helen Duigan’s brother). Peet Van der Ark brought his beautiful Mexican Red-Knee Tarantula,
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and sportingly Prof. Pink held it briefly. So did some extremely young people, including a little girl of about 5
years, who was quite unfazed and unafraid. (I will hold her next time Peet! I promise!)
Of course, there were lots of young children, collecting spiders so fast that we adults just had to wait for
them to come to us with their finds. Some very interesting spiders were found, including a young Baboon
Spider, which was released as soon as everyone had inspected it, and a beautiful Lynx Spider Peucetia sp.
The Rhenosterspruit spider list can be forwarded to anyone who is interested.
Rhenosterspruit is a lovely venue for a spider walk. (Jonathan
Leeming held a scorpion walk there last year and will do another on
2 May).
The Spider Club people had a very pleasant lunch with Helen
and Anthony before returning home.
Watch out for the show, being aired on SABC3 at 14:00 on 14 April
and again on 17 April at 07:00.
Thanks to Helen and Anthony for the wonderful hospitality.

Photos: Astri Leroy, except
Peucetia sp. : Joan Faiola

Lecture to Final Year Medical Students
At Wits Medical School, 12th March 2010
By Astri Leroy
The regular lecturer on arachnids for the end of session medical school graduates doing a tropical medicines
course at Wits Med. School couldn't make it and they contacted me with only a week's notice. I had a huge
flurry of research and getting pictures and facts together and I was booked for Friday morning 12th March at
8:00am. It is a horrid time to have to get there from Roodepoort with every single arterial road and ALL the
highways under construction so I left home at 6:15am. and only just made it by the skin of my teeth! Not a
very good way to start off a new kind of lecture! However, the students were nice, attentive and full of
questions (I couldn't answer all the medical ones), laughing when I joked and looking serious and writing
copious notes at other times.
Many were already qualified doctors refreshing or majoring in tropical medicine, from all over Africa and
beyond. Quite a number were from Botswana so I could tell them stuff about their country from recent
experience. The Cameroonians were unimpressed by the giant rock scorpion I used to break the ice: "She
is veree small. Naturellement, we 'ave ze Imperator". Their forest scorpions are huge, shiny black and aweinspiring rather like the Cameroonian students themselves! But it also meant I could chat about that
scorpion, scary to look at but not of medical importance as opposed to some from North African desert scorps
which are smaller and some with deadly venom, as well as about some of the West African arboreal
tarantulas which do have a venom to which humans, other anthropoid apes and most monkeys react badly,
as well as the incidence of bacterial infections in warm wet tropical climes.
Having really done my homework I was able to field all sorts of questions. One that stumped me was how to
access the Latrodectus (button or widow spider) antivenin. It's made at Onderstepoort but I don't know who
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distributes it. It’s not Onderstepoort Vet. School where all the equine serum antivenins are made. I shall
find out, and will add that to my talk. So this is another direction. All very interesting and I hope and trust
these med. graduates spread the word that most of our spiders really aren't of medical importance!

The Magaliesberg Biosphere Festival
Saturday 13th March at the Alpha Conference Centre, Broederstroom
Report by Astri Leroy
With Alistair's and Peet's big scorpions and Peet's exotic tarantulas we were guaranteed interest from the
public. Unfortunately for the organisers something went awry with their marketing and advertising and I
think there were more exhibitors than visitors. I am sure these are teething problems and next year the
organisers will attract more members of the public. The Alpha Conference Centre was a great venue with
lots of space and a grand view. Our stand was under shade-cloth carports but even so the afternoon sun
caught us and stressed our animals, in fact my one and only violin spider expired from the heat. Talking of
which we had to field innumerable questions about violin spiders and listen to gruesome stories of "spider
bites". I am afraid my tolerance level wore rather thin and once or twice I had to leave more soothing
explanations to my younger colleagues Alistair and Christy Mathie and Peet van der Ark.
There were some rather unusual displays; Experilab set off rockets, made Coca-cola fountains and showed
other crowd-pleasing tricks, Gilroy Breweries lubricated proceedings and there were some lekker hamburgers
and hoddogs on sale. A young mini-orchestra played classical music and I just loved the violinists
in traditional attire (or lack of it). Their tenor had the voice of an angel. The dancers from Lesedi Cultural
Village entertained us to a display of athletic and
enthusiastic dancing.
Vincent Carruthers, historian
and natural historian of note, re-enacted a battle for us
on the spot where we stood and showed us where the
Hussars were enfiladed from the nearby koppies by the
Bitter Enders just before the end of the Second South
African War.
Despite all these events the arachnids were still a draw
card and I must thank the Mathies and Peet van der
Ark for their unfailing enthusiasm and dedication to
the The Spider Club and the littler creatures it
represents.
Photo: Astri Leroy
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS AND COMMENT
Two new Baboon Spiders from Kenya
Two new Pterinochilus species have been described from Kenya. Richard Gallon, who revised the genus
Pterinochilus in 2002, made the discovery when working through unidentified and unsorted African
theraphosids at the Natural History Museum in London.
The two species are named P. raygabrieli, honouring a colleague, and P. andrewsmithi, honouring Andrew
Smith, a colleague well-known in tarantula circles. The type species were collected at Mt. Thatha and
Northern Turkana respectively. The diagnoses were based on analyses of the copulatory organs of single
specimens.
These findings were published in the paper: Two new Pterinochilus species from Kenya (Araneae,
Theraphosidae, Harpactirinae) by Richard C. Gallon in the Bulletin of the British Arachnological Society
Volume 14 part 9 November 2009.

Damselfly seen catching and eating a spider
The following report, and photo of damselfly (left), were
submitted by John Roff
Environmental Education Officer
Hilton College:
I thought you all might like this - I was watching a damselfly,
which flew directly into the centre of the web of a Silver Vlei
Spider Leucauge sp.). I thought it was trapped, and it began
making strange jerky movements. I was astonished when, a
few seconds later, it reversed out of the web carrying the stillstruggling spider, perched nearby and began devouring it. Have
you seen this before?
And …. I have found this fascinating info on a group of mainly
New World Damselflies that specialise in eating spiders!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudostigmatidae
Ex terra semper aliquid mirabilis

World's 'oldest' spider web found
Two brothers have discovered what is thought
to be the oldest recorded spider web encased
in amber. The amber, found in Bexhill, near
Hastings, Sussex, would have been formed 140
Ma in the Cretaceous period. A paper is being
published by palaeontologist Professor Martin
Brasier, of Oxford University, who said: "You
can see where the web is attached to the
surface.
"If it is confirmed - and we think we have got
good evidence for it - then it would be the
oldest preserved spider's web and the oldest
fossil silk, I think, in the fossil record."

Read more at
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2009/11/oldest‐
web/#ixzz0iutzbd0l

Report adapted from BBC News/photo from
Wired Science
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Interesting Mygalomorph on the march in Zambia
Sally Fuhri, of Lumwana, 7
hours northwest of Lusaka,
Zambia, came across this spider
during a nature walk with
schoolchildren, and contacted
the
website
for
more
information.
Ian Engelbrecht replied: ‘This is
an absolutely amazing spider,
and you can count yourself
lucky for seeing one! It’s an
adult male trapdoor spider,
most probably of the family
Idiopidae. To be certain I’d
have to see the eyes, which are
blocked by the legs in the
photographs you sent.
‘Idiopidae are commonly called
front eyed trapdoor spiders as
they have a very distinctive eye pattern with two eyes on the front of the head, and the other six eyes in a
cluster a little further back.

(Photo by Sally Fuhri)

‘Most trapdoor spiders live in self constructed, tubular burrows in the ground covered with a well
camouflaged lid. They hunt from the mouth of the burrow at night, catching any small insects passing by
and dragging them into the burrow to be consumed. As the lid of the burrow is so well camouflaged they are
very seldom seen.
‘I’m sure you noticed the strange front legs of the animal you saw. This specimen is an adult male and his
legs are modified for mating with the female, which can be dangerous as the spiders are cannibalistic. The
male uses his spurs (1 on above photo) and curved metatarsus (2) to grasp the female’s jaws and keep her
from biting him while he mates with her. Males only get these spectacular structures when they mature, as
juveniles they look much like females. When they mature, males leave their burrows and go in search of
females. They become very single minded at this point and cease to feed completely. Being away from the
security of the burrow and not feeding means that they don’t live for very long, probably only a couple of
weeks, during which time they mate as often as possible. After mating, the female lays an egg case in her
burrow, which hatches a few months later and the babies disperse to dig burrows of their own.’
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Witbank Dam Nature Reserve a Grassland Jewel in
Mpumalanga’s Crown
By Astri Leroy,
(Who took the photos)
Report on a survey carried out in January 2010 by the Spider Club of
Southern Africa

It was arranged that The Spider Club of Southern Africa would carry out a survey at the Witbank Dam Nature
Reserve. The purposes of these surveys as set out by the South African National Survey of Arachnids (SANSA
for short) are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To create a reference collection for research;
To document regional diversity, frequency, and variability of species, and provide voucher material for
published records;
To document faunal representation in environments undergoing alteration or threatened by humans or
natural forces;
To participate in the development of regional checklists and institutional reference collections;
To complement planned research initiatives and endeavours;
To help disseminate educational information;
To augment understanding of the importance of invertebrates, their ecological relationships and to
educate the public.
To collect detailed location data for conservation assessment.

One of the problems we amateur arachnologists face (amateur = people who love something, in our case
arachnids) is that many of us don’t like killing them. But in most instances field identification is normally only
possible for a few of the larger, well known species. Closely related species can often only be separated by
tiny differences, and identification can only be made by careful examination of preserved specimens, using a
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microscope. So for any serious studies of arachnids, it is necessary to collect and preserve the specimens.
They are then available should it be necessary to obtain confirmation of the identity of new, rare or ‘difficult’
species by an expert, or for subsequent examination when new techniques become available or new
characters are discovered.
Before setting out I read up on the guidelines and asked if we could get hold of SANSA’s equipment to carry
out the survey but it was all in Bloemfontein (still is I think!) and unavailable. In haste I manufactured as
many pit traps from 2 litre Coca Cola bottles (scrounged at Pik-i-Tup’s Panorama recycling depot) as I could,
found a local plastics wholesaler and bought white trays (to use as beating trays), plastic honey-jars and
plastic bags, repaired my two sweep nets and made several pooters (aspirators) from plastic tubing, bought
more fine paintbrushes and sorted through my glass vials. Winkler traps could not be manufactured in time,
so I decided to ignore them. Ross kindly made leaf litter sieves, which we used to very little effect. I cut a lot
of good quality paper into label sizes for the bottles and charged my cell phone to use its GPS in the field. I
had enough ethanol, bought a litre of glycerol to mix with it in the pitfall traps to prevent evaporation and
hoped that enough Spider Club members would pitch to use all this equipment. It was all I could get
together in time but as it turned out it was woefully inadequate. I knew proper collecting could be intense
and could not visualise our group being able to do 2000 sweeps, 2000 bush beatings and set out 200 pitfall
traps (I had managed to make 33) per grid. No ways! But we tried and despite extremely wet and muddy
conditions had fun doing it.
I went to Witbank with my paraphernalia on 15th spending the night with Ross and Erika Bostok. The next
day we were joined by Pat Martinson, Norman and Rob, all of them Friends of Witbank Dam Nature Reserve,
as well as spider person Alta, her son Riaan and friend Mark. I made them work like slaves digging in the
muddy rocks that pass for soil to set out traps which were filled with the ethanol/glycerol mix and left in place
till the next weekend. When this was done Erika, Ross and I did some hand collecting that turned up some
really interesting ground dwellers.
I have not yet examined and accessioned most of the spiders collected but some highlights were: a strange
theridiid (comb-footed spider) called Eyryopis funebris that Ross found under a rock. I thought it was a
mimetid (Pirate spider) at first but Ansie identified it for me. Hand collecting turned up gnaphosids (flatbellied ground spiders), a few corinnids (dark sac spiders) small theridiids (comb-footed spiders) and a couple
of immature scorpions Uroplectes triangulifer amongst others. Alice found a single-line web spider,
Miagrammopes in the family Uloboridae among the bushes near the river and the only spider I photographed
was a lynx spider, Oxyopes longispinosus guarding her egg case on a grass stem.
Erika did a mini-survey of the disused toilets at the camp site and it was really interesting to note that almost
all the spiders found there are synanthropes (organisms that live with people): Uloborus plumipes (featherlegged spider), Theridion sp. the same species of Achaearanea that infests my home (both comb-footed
spiders), flatties in the genus Selenops and the small huntsman spider Philodromus bigibbus. There were also
a number of dew drop spiders in the genus Argyrodes, in their own webs. They were not living as
kleptoparasites but maybe that was because there were no webs of bigger spiders for them to invade. Ross
also found a superb black button spider, probably Latrodectus renivulvatus under a rock overhang in a really
wet place with her typical space web and retreat of strong silk and at least half a dozen spherical egg sacs.
We left her in peace to repopulate the area.
Once I have examined, identified to the best of my ability and accessioned the specimens collected and with
luck had their identities confirmed by Ansie, I will send the list to Johann Combrink, the Nature Conservator
at the Witbank Dam Nature Reserve, and to the Friends of Witbank Dam Nature Reserve.
The weekend of 23rd-24th January the Aubrey family joined us from Gauteng which made a total of 10 adults
to take up the traps, use the sweep nets and carry out hand collecting in three different habitats. It was
decided that it was simply too dangerous for our small band of eco-warriors to attempt night collecting.
It seems that the Spider Club is not in a position to carry out worthwhile surveys. It appears that amateurs
and professionals are moving ever further apart as the techniques of the latter become more and more
sophisticated. Maybe they can tell us some other way we can help out and I am sure I am not alone in
wishing to contribute. We don’t lack enthusiasm or love of the subject but I personally feel we should leave
surveys to the professionals and simply offer checklists to the owners of land we visit.
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We had a wonderful time in a perfectly beautiful place and the Spider Club members and members of the
Friends of Witbank Dam Nature Reserve who came along learnt a lot. If you want hospitality, hard work and
really nice people, go to Witbank. So next time …………

Alta finds spiders everywhere!

I made ‘em work. Mark digging.

The reserve is amazingly diverse. Most of it is prime Bankenveld grassland (now called Egoli Granite
grassland) which has been conserved for many years, there are rocky outcrops, thick riverine bush,
woodlands, wetlands and stupendous views. The Witbank Dam Nature reserve is not only a window on our
recent past it is also a very beautiful place with the Olifants River running through it. The rolling hills and
open plains are dotted with eland, zebra, wildebeest, springbok and blesbok while the riverine bush hides
kudu, otters and crèches of young impala. Pairs of dainty klipspringer hop around the rocks and we saw two
different mongoose species. No doubt many smaller animals hide in the grass and the birdlife looks amazing
although I had no time to admire birds. Imagine what it must have been like before fences, guns, metal
ploughs and mining: a wide panorama teeming with millions of animals, probably more impressive than the
Serengeti!
With hiking and mountain bike trails it is a most accessible place to enjoy nature and the Friends of Witbank
Nature Reserve are valiantly holding out against development but were unable to stop the building of the
Bankenveld Park which went up like a mushroom patch without due thought to where the sewage should go.
The Witbank Dam itself is a large body of water where the Olifants River is impounded to supply water to the
surrounding areas, but with mine run-off and untreated sewage the dam itself and the river downstream
from it are amongst the most abused and stressed water systems in the country. If you trace the Olifants
river you will see it flows north via the Loskop Dam, (I bet you remember the fish and crocodile die-offs
there) through the Kruger National Park, the Massingir Dam in Mozambique and eventually into the Indian
Ocean at Xai-Xai. I wonder how many people flush their toilets and worry about the crocodiles in Loskop and
the elephants in Kruger, or if Mozambican workers at the coal face know to worry about their kids back
home?
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SEND IT!
(Photos and their stories sent to us. Now YOU can SEND IT too ..................)
Answering website queries isn’t all about hoaxes and arachnophobia. The public often send in interesting
photographs with their queries, and some of these photographs reach a very high standard indeed, not to
mention the often interesting spiders and spider behaviour reflected in some of them. One of our new
members, Jeremy Munton-Jackson, has sent so many beautiful and interesting photos, that we are
showcasing his efforts separately in the June newsletter. (We can do the same for you sometime, if you send
as many photos as Jeremy has!)
All the following photos were submitted by members of the public, a number of whom became so interested
in spiders as a result of the contact that they have become members.
One such new member is Sandy
Blake, who lives in Kleinzee, Namaqualand where she is involved in nature conservation, and is now our
‘eyes’ on the West Coast! Some people are not members (yet), but seem to like spiders all the same. What
follows is a selection of photos received in the last few months. (All photos are copyright the photographers
mentioned in the text). Unfortunately we are not able to use every photograph in this edition. More photos
will be published later this year. Thanks to all the contributors for allowing us to share these lovely photos.

Lynx Spider: Oxyopidae, Oxyopes
longispinosus by Adrian Chinery
Adrian’s 12 year-old son found this beautiful
Lynx Spider, Complete with boxing gloves, on
the toilet roll in the bathroom. Just as well that
he likes spiders (and snakes)!

Bird-dropping Crab Spider: Thomisidae,
Phrynarachne rugosa – by Hennie Naude
Strange-looking little creatures that sit and wait on
leaves looking like bird droppings, and when the flies
come in to investigate – wham! Perhaps they smell
bad, like carrion flowers, to attract the flies.
Hennie isn’t really just a member of the public, as he
is a friend of the Spider Club, and has rejoined. But
the photo was so interesting, and was sent via the
website, that I had to include it. Hennie reports that
he has seen Portia sp. in every room of his house!
Some people have all the luck.
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Stone nest Spider: Araneidae,

Sac Spider; Miturgidae,

Nemoscolus sp.

Cheiracanthium sp.

By Sandy Blake, Kleinzee N. Cape
Sandy found this Nemoscolus nest south of
Kleinzee. It was built mainly of the vegetation
of the surrounding area – no stones were
incorporated. The spider did not seem to be
in attendance.

By Sandy Blake, Kleinzee
This Sac Spider was running fast when Sandy took the picture.
She says she still has a bit of arachnophobia, though you
would not think so judging by the quality of the photos she
takes. Sandy also submits her photos to the Virtual Museum.

Green Huntsman Spider: Sparassidae, Olios
correvoni – Kim Verburgh of Kurhula Wildlife
Lodge
Kim wrote: “We live in the Lowveld near Hoedspruit
and found this beautiful green spider in one of our guest
rooms… we have named it the melon spider, because
his/her body looks like a little melon.”
Kim says that they often have to rescue spiders
from the guests, and like to know what spiders they
are seeing, for their own pleasure and to explain to
their guests.

Scorpion-tailed Spider: Araneidae,
Arachnura scorpionoides by Henno Botha
Henno found this specimen on a patio in Durbanville,
near Cape Town. Norman Larsen wanted to collect it,
because he is investigating a possible new species of
Arachnura in Cape Town. Too late! Henno had already
released it into the veld.
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Black-Legged Nephila: Nephilidae, Nephila fenestrata – Photos by Sam Fuller –
submitted by Mary-Rose Fuller of Noordhoek, Cape Town
Mary-Rose originally asked us how to remove the webs in her garden, then changed her mind and became an avid
Nephila-watcher. She wrote: ‘I now find out that a lot of my friends living here have them in their gardens too.
Noordhoek has become Golden Orb Heaven.’ A dead mouse was found hanging from a web in a nearby garden. It
must have blundered into the web, got caught, and died of exhaustion from trying to free itself.

Brown Button Spider:
Theridiidae, Latrodectus geometricus - Erna de Wit
Erna liked the colours and patterns on the spider – she did not freak because it was a button spider!
She was curious about the small spider on the egg sacs. Astri pointed out that the small spider is in fact a
Spitting spider, Scytodes sp. Probably trying to predate the eggs in the sac!
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Hairy Field Spider: Araneidae,
Neoscona triangula - by Rudolf Harmse
Rudolf has been watching and photographing this spider
over a period of several weeks.
Right: side view of spider in
typical hunched posture

Dorsal view, spider wrapping and eating prey

Ventral view, clearly showing the red mark which readily
identifies this species

Scorpion Spider: Trochanteriidae.
Platyoides walteri – by Sabrina Cattanach
Tamara De Kock found this spider in Fourways.
(Sabrina took the photo). Scorpion spiders are
harmless, and eat woodlice, so are useful to have
around. Recently I found a male Scorpion spider in
my own house. He was fully developed and only 45mm long! But that is another story!
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ARC AND SANSA NEWS
Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman has asked that Spider Club
members participate in SANSA activities, in any way,
such as contributing photos to the Virtual Museum and
arachnid stories for the SANSA newsletter.
We have new members who are enthusiastic about the
Virtual Museum, and are contributing regularly. We call
on our old members to contribute too.
We can forward the SANSA newsletter on request, but
better still, you can ask them to place your e-mail
address on the distribution list.
Contact ARC via their website – see the SANSA
advertisement on this page.
Tel: (Arachnids) 012 356 9800

NEW PUBLICATION FROM ARC
Spiders of the Kalahari
A.S. Dippenaar-Schoeman & A.M. van den Berg
ISBN 978-1-86849-382-1
Plant Protection Research Institute Handbook no
18, Agricultural Research Council, Pretoria 120
pages Full-colour
This new book funded by Oppenheimer & Son is now
available. It contains high quality photographs of 79
Spider genera/species from 40 families. It covers 39
web-dwelling taxa, and 40 ground-and plant-dwellers,
as well as information on their morphology, life-cycle,
role in nature, where to find them, their special
adaptations to the Kalahari and a species list.
The book contains more than 350 colour photographs
by 22 photographers. The book is now available direct
from ARC at R160 excluding postage. If you are
interested, contact Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman at
dippenaarA@arc.agric.za or Sma Mathebula at
mathebulaS@arc.agric.za.
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SPIDER CLUB DIARY 2010
Saturday 29th May, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Groenvoer Country market, Midrand.
The Spider Club will take a stand. Come and visit - all volunteers and their “pets” most welcome.
We will set up at about 7:00 am.

Saturday 5th &/or Sunday 6th June, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Sorting session at ARC Plant
Protection Research Institute, Biosystematics Division at the ARC Roodeplaat campus. This will be
a great learning experience and chance of networking with the scientists. For bookings and
directions please contact Joan on info@spiderclub.co.za or her cell 082-565-6025.
Saturday 26th June, 2010. ANNUAL GENERAL JOL (& Meeting) 2 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Nestle Enviro Centre, Walter Sisulu National Botanical Gardens, Malcolm Road, Poortview,
Roodepoort. 2 p.m. till later. Official meeting, slide show or quiz for your entertainment. We will
decide that later. Then we will have a spit braai. Food provided by the club, bring your own
drinks.
Saturday 14th &/or Sunday 15th August, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Sorting session at ARC
Plant Protection Research Institute, Biosystematics Division at the ARC Roodeplaat campus. This
will be a great learning experience and chance of networking with the scientists. For bookings and
directions please contact Joan on info@spiderclub.co.za or her cell 082-565-6025.
Saturday 13th November, 2010. Spider talk and walk, Random Harvest Indigenous
Nursery, 2:30 p.m. Plot 57, College Road, Nooitgedacht.
For more details on Random Harvest, visit their website on www.random-harvest-nursery.co.za
Come early and enjoy the beautiful indigenous nursery, lunch at their tea garden and for those
from far away there are B & B Cottages.
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Directions from the N1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

From the N1 take the Beyers Naude Drive off-ramp and travel north along Beyers Naude
Drive.
From the Christian De Wet Road crossing (Northgate is towards your right) continue along
Beyers Naude Drive for 8.2km.
If you are travelling along Christian De Wet Road, turn left or right off Northumberland Ave.
into Beyers Naude Drive.
Pass Garden World Nursery on your right – our turn-off is 1.8km further on.
Opposite Oakfield farm at Valdor Centre turn right into College Road.
Continue for 2.2km keeping right and following the small directional signs to Random
Harvest Nursery.
You will find us on the left.

Directions from the N14
•
•
•
•

From the N14 (Krugersdorp – Pretoria Highway) take the Randburg/Zwartkop off-ramp (NB
Do not take the Randburg/Lanseria off-ramp.).
Turn left towards Johannesburg along the extension of Beyers Naude Drive.
Take the second tar road to your left at Valdor Centre into College Road
Follow the directional signs (See above).
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