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Who are we? 

The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit-making organisation.  Our aim is to encourage an interest in 
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all 
suitable means. 

Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member for 
information. 

Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from time 
to time.  A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Mission Statement 

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning-experience, centred on spiders, 
their relatives and on nature in general.” 

Our Contact Details 

www.spiderclub.co.za 

Email: info@spiderclub.co.za 

P.O. Box 390, Ruimsig, 1732 

 

Visit our website, and send us photos and news that we can post there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee members 

Chairman: Astri Leroy         073 168 7187  info@spiders.co.za 

Treasurer: Jaco Le Roux              083 258 8969          jaco.leroux@rs-components.com 

Editor: Joan Faiola    082 565 6025  joanf@wol.co.za 

PRO/Marketing: Alistair Mathie   078 109 7940  alistairm@fcb.co.za 

Membership: Miemmie Prinsloo   082 772 3928  miemmiep@d-bit.co.za 

Member at large: Lloyd Grobler  079 497 2732  salticid@live.co.za 

Events organizer: Danie Smit  083 642 3139  chillyautomation@gmail.com             

Webmaster:  Irmi Le Roux     www.spiderclub.co.za 
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From the hub …… 
 
It’s summer - invertebrates abound.   You should get out there and find them, it gets better and better as the 
season matures and by the end of summer the web weavers of various kinds will be in your face.   This is 
the time to get your camera out, photograph arachnids.  You can send the photos to Dr Ansie Dippenaar for 
the virtual museum.    If you want the creature properly identified you will have to catch it, kill it, immerse it 
in 70% ethanol and submit it with the photo to Dr Dippenaar.   You will find instructions for doing this in the 
most humane and ethical way on page 10 if killing anything is humane and ethical.  I have my doubts.  You 
can also send the photos to us on info@spiderclub.co.za and we can put them on our website once they 
are identified. 
 
September and October have been busy months for a few members of The Spider Club.  There was the 
Biodiversity Fair at the Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden in Poortview, Roodepoort from 18th – 20th 
September, Yebo Gogga at the University of the Witwatersrand from 7th – 11th October and a week later on 
17th an open day at Westdene Dam.    If you attended any of these events you will see that we now have a 
stunning new banner and a beautiful gazebo both with spider logos all over them.  More about THAT in 
Alistair Mathie’s report on page 7.   Those of you who didn’t attend any of these events missed out badly.   
It is always immense fun interacting with the public, seeing the looks of wonder on children’s faces and 
knowing that we could make a difference both to arachnids and the children.   Sadly we may have to pull 
out of these events if we do not get support from club members it is just too much for the same, few 
volunteers to man the stands, sometime single handed time after time.   It would be such a pity to have to 
can them but without Joan, Alistair, Peet and Tony Rushton we might as well close shop. I could not 
personally get to the Biodiversity Fair as I was in Scotland for most of September.  But I know that the other 
two events were hugely successful.   
 
These public events go a long way in demystifying and undemonising (is that a word?) creepy crawlies in 
other words educating people and thus helping in the fight to save our biodiversity.  We reached literally 
thousands of children through Yebo Gogga and the Biodiversity Fair.  Some of them will doubtless forget all 
about it, but some will retain a respect and understanding of small creatures for the rest of their lives.   I 
don’t really care about converting adults into bug-friends but I do passionately care about converting 
children.  You DO know, don’t you ,that without invertebrates, we mammals are doomed?  If you don’t know 
it, go check on the internet!  COME ON get involved, help out, you bunch of wussies! 
 
Talking of biodiversity, my trip was to one of the designated biodiversity hotspots on the British Isles, 
Dumfries and Galloway in the southwest corner of Scotland.  As usual I was on the lookout for invertebrates 
in general and spiders in particular, noting about half a dozen different species of the latter, although not  
                                            

   

 No idea what this is, it was tiny, < 
4 mm.                             

Agelenidae Tegenaria sp. (recently 
ecdysed? Ed.) 

Araneus sp.  Araneidae. 

 Photos (3) : Astri Leroy 
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being familiar with their fauna I cannot name many of them.  There were linyphiids by the hundreds in the 
gorse bushes and comparatively huge house spiders (Tegenaria sp) running around the houses, I managed 
a photo of Britain’s largest dragonfly laying eggs in a pond on the moors. There were midges (of course), 
red admiral and painted lady butterflies, several kinds of bumblebees and hoverflies, honeybees, dung 
beetles and a big fluffy cockchafer beetle, woodlice, harvestmen, several kinds of slugs, a crane fly and 
signal crayfish in the river Ken.   What was lacking in diversity of species was made up in biomass.  There 
were webs and spiders absolutely everywhere, indoors and out and according to the media in the UK, it 
was the best year for spiders in the last couple of decades.  The endless rain in August and a mild winter 
last year apparently accounted for this.  Here are some pictures I took.  Not being familiar with the British 
fauna I cannot identify them to species level. 
 
We have some cool outings planned for this summer season, so note the dates and come along.  It’s worth 
it.  

Stop Press:   15.11.2009 I am sure most of you have followed the saga of the pet shop owner who was 
copped in Brazil with two suitcases full of spiders for the pet trade.      Perhaps the man had permits, 
perhaps not, but to me it seems that even if he did he must have far exceeded his quota.   His method of 
transport was both inhumane and illegal.  I know, I have shipped live spiders for scientific purposes from 
here to the United Kingdom and the IATA regulations are specific about how they are housed, transported 
and declared.   Suitcases are often transported in non-pressurised holds which can also be extremely cold. 
Not a good place for live, tropical invertebrates.  If you keep exotic arachnids, please think about how they 
could have been brought into captivity in the first place. 

Astri.            

________________________________________________________ 

From the Editor: 

Another year has rushed by, and Christmas is nearly upon us.  We have had a good year for spiders and 
other arachnids, probably because the wetter conditions suited them, and there was plenty of food.  
  
We are repeating the SANSA ad on page 18.  Please submit your photos to the Virtual Museum.  We want 
this to be one of the best reference resources in the world. 
 
Erika Bostok very ably wrote about Yebo Gogga, but she wasn’t to know of the two ladies who helped me at 
the stand during the week.  Firstly Cindy Brown, who volunteered, and helped out on the second day.  
Thanks, Cindy, and we hope to see you next year. But the big surprise was my friend Luisa Amaro from 
Wits Bird Club, who came to help me out on the third day, who had no experience of handling arachnids, 
who picked up the essentials in a very short time, and was soon helping hordes of schoolkids.  She held 
both a large spider and large scorpion on the same day, for the very first time.  Way to go, Luisa!  Time you 
joined the SCSA! 
 
Miemmie’s mother has been very ill.  We all wish Miemmie and her family the very best and hope that her 
mother continues to recover.  For the time being Astri is managing membership. 
 
Have a wonderful Festive Season, and if you are travelling, drive safely.  
 

Best spider regards 

Joan 

“Our lives are not determined by what happens to us but by how we react to what happens, not by what life 
brings to us, but by the attitude we bring to life. A positive attitude causes a chain - reaction of positive 
thoughts, events, and outcomes. It is a catalyst, a spark that creates extraordinary results. "If you focus on 
results, you will never change.  If you focus on change, you will get results”  
Anonymous 
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 Book News 

This month we have two reviews, and in both cases the books were bought from amazon.co.uk.  A search 
of Kalahari.net shows that both books are available here. Arachnids can be had for R479.95 or R403.95, 
take your pick! (No delivery charge at that price but still more expensive than Astri’s buy).  Spiders learning 
to love them can be bought at R165.56, and that’s definitely much cheaper than the price I paid!  It was not 
available from Kalahari.net when I enquired in October, so it obviously pays to wait sometimes.  And shop 
around. 
 
Norman Larsen reports that publication of his field guide “Filmer’s Spiders of Southern Africa – An 
Identification Guide” will probably only be available next Easter.  With luck, we might obtain an advance 
copy for review in the next newsletter. 
 
 
Arachnids  
By Janet Beccaloni.  324 pages, large format, hard cover.  
First published by the Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, England.  Copyright 
Natural History Museum London 2009.  Janet Beccaloni is curator of Arachnida and Myriapoda at this 
august institution.  
 
Review by Astri Leroy 
 

It is the first popular but scientifically correct book that I 
know of that covers all 11 extant arachnid orders and is 
also the first to have a chapter on the Acari (ticks and 
mites) which I found quite fascinating!  The list of 
references is impressive and the reviewers are all well-
known, senior arachnologists, experts in their fields. 
 
The first chapter: “Spiders aren’t the only arachnids” 
explains the hierarchical method of scientific naming 
and how arachnids fit into the animal kingdom.  Fossil 
arachnids are mentioned and she gives the number of 
described species in each of the orders and lists their 
key characteristics.  Relationships, external and internal 
anatomy, distribution, habitats, dispersal, biology, 
behaviour and life history are introduced.  
 
Thereafter each order is covered in its own chapter 
starting with a general description followed by sections 
with the same headings as the introductory chapter. 
 

Boxes are used to advantage where written explanations would be clumsy.  Because there are 6 main 
orders of Acari and because of their huge diversity, their medical and agricultural importance, the chapter 
on these animals is the longest and most complex.  
 
Janet has used simple non-scientific language wherever possible which makes some complex facts 
accessible to all but this is not always easy and sometimes it becomes a bit clumsy with one or two strange 
juxtapositions between scientific fact and “wow” factors.  Because of the huge scope of the book, covering 
very varied creatures within each order, there has had to be quite a lot of generalisation; I can only really 
comment on the spiders but imagine the same can be said for the other larger orders     
 
There are superb photographs of some extraordinary creatures, even of the very tiny animals.  S.e.m. 
illustrations of small body parts and clear diagrams help explain anatomy, etc.  
 
Altogether a great addition to any library, and well worth acquiring for background information on the orders.   
Considering it was published in the UK I reckon the price I paid through Amazon.uk of R334.95 (including 
packing and delivery) is pretty reasonable and I received it in 5 days from order.  
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Spiders learning to love them 
By Lynne Kelly:  Published 2009 by Jacana Books – Allen and Unwin, Crows Nest NSW Australia  
Soft cover 272 pp. 
Review by Joan Faiola 
 

 

Lynne Kelly’s motto is: “Changing the world – eight legs at a 
time”.  She came to my attention following an enquiry from an 
Australian arachnophile through our website, but more of that 
in this issue.  Lynne Kelly started as an arachnophobe of 
note, but decided, as most rational people do, to overcome 
her fear.  One result is this book.   
 
The chapter on Arachnophobia is fascinating, and well-
researched.  Lynne’s book also covers her own research and 
observation of spiders that live on her smallholding.  You may 
not like the way she named her spiders, such as her 
Burrowing Wolf Spiders Lycosa godeffroyi; nevertheless the 
book is based soundly on scientific principles. There are, inter 
alia, chapters on spider morphology, silk, Australian 
mygalomorphs (very interesting) and spider bite.  There are a 
full bibliography, notes on sources, a glossary and a number 
of appendices on spider families, silk etc. 
 

The making of the motion picture, “Charlotte’s Web” is also included, and the author reports the changing 
attitudes to spiders of children who watched the film, in the chapter “Changing the image”. 
 
The book is easy to read for laymen, but factual enough for the more technically minded, full of good black 
and white pictures and a number of colour plates. Though written from the Australian perspective, a lot of its 
content is universal.  All the way through is the thread of Lynne coming to grips with her phobia at its 
different stages of dissipation. There is also a reference to Astri and John Leroy’s book: Spiders of Southern 
Africa, to Dippenaar-Schoeman/Jocqué’s Spider Families of the World (2006), as well as references to the 
foremost researchers in Australia. 
 
Highly recommended. 
 
STOP PRESS: 
 
Ruan Lambrechts has told us of a new book on Baboon Spiders, which has just been published.  He says:  
 
“Received a copy of this book on Tuesday…  A wonderful book full of 
fantastic pictures of species of Baboon spiders from across Southern 
Africa. The book is divided up into the different provinces and gives 
stunning full colour photographs of the species of baboon spider found in 
each one, as well as those found in our neighbouring countries.
The book is available in soft and hard cover versions. 
 
You can contact Patrick at p_gildenhuys@mweb.co.za for more info. 
A real must have for fans of our local species and nature in general. 
Highly recommended by me.” 
 
All pictured material is of currently classified members of the 
Harpactirinae subfamily(ie. there are some photos of Brachionopus), and 
includes Augacephalus, Brachionopus, Ceratogyrus, Eucratoscelus, 
Harpactira, Harpactirella, Idiothele, Pterinochilus and Trichognathella. 
It is a pictorial guide, hence not too much scientific information. 
 
Á Pictorial Guide to the Baboon Spiders of Southern Africa: Patrick 
Gildenhuys, Cape Town.  160 pages. R350 (Soft cover) or R475 (hard 
cover.  Delivery R60 in RSA.  
  
Contact Patrick for banking details, and to order. 
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Events Reports  
 
SPIDER CLUB AT YEBO GOGGA – WITS UNIVERSITY 7–11 OCTOBER 2009 
 
By Erika Bostok (SCSA member from Witbank) 
 
Once again the Spider Club had a display at the annual Yebo Gogga Yebo Amablomo event at Wits 
University.  Spider Club members manned the exhibition tables in shifts with their eight-legged ‘friends’ to 
provoke interest (and occasional shivers of fascinated horror) in the public.  
 
Photo: Astri Leroy 

 

As always, the exhibition was very popular, with children and 
adults crowding around to pluck up the courage to handle the 
rain spiders and scorpions, admire all the other arachnids on 
display and to check on the veracity of the many spider myths 
doing the rounds. Many came to renew their membership and 
a number of new members also joined the club.  Astri Leroy 
also gave a very informative talk on spiders in one of the 
lecture halls and Alistair Mathie gave a presentation on 
scorpions. 
 
Thanks go to all those who assisted with logistical support 
and time to help at this wonderful opportunity to raise 
awareness of our much-maligned ‘friends’ and how important 
they are for the continued existence of the human species. 

 
 
MAKING A SPLASH AT WESTDENE – WESTDENE OPEN DAY 17TH OCTOBER 2009 
 
By Alistair Mathie 
 
The Westdene Dam Summer Splash is an annual event held in October that aims to promote community 
spirit and raise funds for local charities. Funds are also apportioned to the ongoing task of cleaning up the 
dam (home to healthy breeding populations of sacred ibises and several water bird species).  
 
In addition to a line-up of live bands, there were craft stalls to promote local small businesses as well as 
interest groups, including the Spider Club. Attendance was excellent and the SCSA stand (looking very 
smart under our new gazebo) garnered much interest. Peet’s beautiful tarantulas worked extremely well as 
crowd pullers - the big show-stoppers then provided an excellent lead-in to educating the public about our 
own, less imposing indigenous spiders.  
 
Unfortunately the day was cut short by a torrential downpour that lasted just long enough to clear the 
crowds, but overall it was successful, making new friends and helping establish the Club in the public eye. 
We highly recommend the event to all the Club members who didn’t make it this year – don’t miss the next 
one! 
 
 
SPIDER WALK AT MELVILLE KOPPIES 28TH NOVEMBER 2009 with ASTRI LEROY 
 
As usual, droves of children, mostly under 10 years old, flocked to join the walk with their parents in tow, 
and a few other adults.  After meeting at the lecture hut, Astri led the party down the hill.  It soon became 
obvious that one young boy, John, knew a lot about scorpions, down to their scientific names, habitats, and 
degree of venomosity (shades of Lorenzo and Ian?).  It’s always awesome to encounter such 
precociousness in children so young.  In addition, we had another scorpion aficionado, Gavin (not a child 
this time!), who helped find such special creatures as Pseudolychas ochraceus mothers with babies on their 
backs, and a fabulous specimen of Opistophthalmus pugnax. Much fun was had locating spiders and their 
webs and hiding places.  In the end, we had a nice haul of spiders to check out before releasing them back 
into the veld. 
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Judd Kirkel, a flora fundi, was on hand to help with plant identification, and explain some of the plants to 
interested parties. 
 
Melville Koppies is a great place for spider (and scorpion) walks and has an amazing diversity of wildlife 
and plants, giving an idea of what Jozi was like before it was built up. 
 

 

Above: Astri Leroy explaining the intricacies of 
Scorpions. Young John looks on. Photo: Wendy 
Carstens 
 

 Shaheena Fiera examining a Baboon Spider, which 
was released later. Photo: Wendy Carstens 

 
Wendy Carstens writes: “Dear Astri, Thank you so much for leading the Spider walk this morning at Melville 
Koppies. You introduced the kids and their parents to a whole new fascinating world of exquisite creatures. 
When I look through the photos I took, the wonderment in the kids’ faces is a real reward for what they have 
discovered. Thank you to Joan and Judd for assisting with the rather large group. The funds you helped us 
raise are a welcome boost to our maintenance needs as we run at a deficit every month. “ 
 
Thanks to Wendy and her team for once again making it such a pleasure to visit Melville Koppies. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

SCIENTIFIC NEWS AND COMMENT 

 
NEW NEPHILA SPECIES FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA AND MADAGASCAR – ALSO THE LARGEST 
 
Researchers Matjazˇ Kuntner and Jonathan A. Coddington have released a paper describing the first 
Nephila to be described since 1879.  The new species is to be named Nephila komaci, honouring Kuntner’s 
late friend Andrej Komac.  The paper describes the renown of Nephila as being the largest web-spinning 
spiders, making the largest orb webs, and their being model organisms for the study of extreme sexual size  
dimorphism and sexual biology.  In studying the new species in relation to the known species, the authors 
concluded that Nephila females increased in size almost monotonically to establish a mostly African clade 
of true giants.  Nephila male size hovers around values roughly one fifth of female size.  Therefore the 
males are also large but in proportion to the females are not exceptionally so. 
 
A specimen was housed in the national collection at PPRI in Pretoria, having been collected at Sodwana 
Bay in 1977-78 (Now the paratype.)   It had been incorrectly identified as ‘‘Nephila inaurata 
madagascariensis.   Charles Haddad collected a female in Maputaland in July 2004, and a male in the 
same location in 2002.  The authors thanked Charles Haddad for recognising the importance of the new 
material and for sharing field data. 
 
Citation: Kuntner M, Coddington JA (2009) Discovery of the Largest Orb Weaving Spider Species: The 
Evolution of Gigantism in Nephila. PLoS ONE 4(10): e7516. 
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0007516 
 
This paper is freely available on line at www.plosone.org. 
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VEGETARIAN JUMPING SPIDER 
 
We are adding this news for those members who either don’t have email or the internet, or don’t subscribe 
to the Google Group. 
 
Research has just been published in the journal Current Biology on Bagheera kiplingi Peckham et 
Peckham, 1896.  Researchers discovered that this jumping spider, possibly alone in over 40 thousand 
species of spider, prefers to eat acacia shoots in its home in Central America.  In order to get its food of 
acacia leaf tips, it has to employ strategies to get past the ants that guard the acacias from herbivores. 
 

The spider was named after the panther in 
The Jungle Book, by Rudyard Kipling.  The 
Peckhams named a number of other jumping 
spiders after characters in Kipling’s book. 
 
Analysis has shown that the the Mexican 
population of the spiders get 90% of their diet 
from the acacias.  They choose to eat the 
Beltian bodies, the nutrient-rich growths on 
acacias The balance of their diet is made up 
of ant larvae and nectar, and other items.  
The Costa Rican population gets 60% from 
the acacias. 
 
Apparently the diet discovery was made by 
student naturalists in the research team, 
whose fresh eyes made the connection. 
 
References: MEEHAN, Christopher J.; OLSON, 
Eric J.; CURRY, Robert L. (21 August 2008): 
Exploitation of the Pseudomyrmex–Acacia 
mutualism by a predominantly vegetarian 
jumping spider (Bagheera kiplingi). The 93rd 
ESA Annual Meeting. 
Photo: National Photos 

 
 
STUDY PUBLISHED ON THE JUMPING SPIDERS OF THE NDUMO GAME RESERVE 
 
Wanda Wesolowska and Charles R. Haddad published a paper on a study of Salticidae in Ndumo.  They 
found 72 species in 38 genera (including one new genus), and this total included 14 undescribed species, 
and 19 species new to South Africa. Their very interesting 91 page paper argued that because of the rich 
diversity of Salticidae collected in the study, and the proportion of new species relative to the total jumping 
spider fauna (19 %), highlight the need to maintain conservation efforts within Maputaland protected areas 
with management plans that also take invertebrate taxa into consideration. 
 
This paper is well worth looking at.  Each of the new species is fully described, and the paper is liberally 
illustrated with habitat photos and colour photos and drawings of the new species. 
 
Maputaland certainly seems to be a rich source of new species and arachnid diversity.  (See the reports of 
the Nephila and Clitaetra studies in this and a previous issue of the newsletter).  Ndumo is famed for its 450 
species of birds, the largest concentration of species numbers in Southern Africa.  Its arachnid diversity is 
up there with the birds. Perhaps a new field trip to Maputaland for the SCSA would be in order. 
 
Citation: Wesolowska, W. & Haddad, Ch.R. 2009. Jumping spiders (Araneae: Salticidae) of the Ndumo 
Game Reserve, Maputaland, South Africa. African Invertebrates 50 (1): 13-103. 
 
Other reference: SANSA Newsletter No. 9, July 2009, published by ARC, Pretoria 
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FIRST SPECIES OF FAMILY CAPONIIDAE DISCOVERED OUTSIDE OF AFRICA 
 
A new genus and species, Laoponia saetosa, resembling Southern African Diploglena, have been 
discovered in Asia.   
 
A new paper from Platnick and Jaeger describes the species, and the Abstract states: 
 
“A new genus and species, Laoponia saetosa, are established to contain the first members of the 
family Caponiidae to be discovered in Asia. Only two Old World genera of caponiids have been 
described, both from Africa; in having only two eyes, the newly collected spiders from Laos 
resemble southern African Diploglena, rather than the type genus Caponia. However, members of 
Diploglena (which are poorly known, and are therefore discussed and illustrated) have an endite 
shape and eye pattern indicating that they may be most closely related to the Chilean genus 
Tisentnops. Laoponia may be most closely related instead to the endemic Californian genus 
Calponia; similar California/East Asia disjuncts are known in other old spider lineages.” 
 
Citation:  Platnick N.I. and Jaeger P.  On the First Asian Spiders of the Family Caponiidae (Araneae, 
Haplogynae), with Notes on the African Genus Diploglena.  Published by the American Museum of Natural 
History. 2008. 
 
 
VIOLIN SPIDER E-SCARE REARS ITS UGLY HEAD AGAIN 
 
The Recluse Spider/Violin Spider e-mail is doing the rounds again, and Spider Club, and we imagine ARC, 
are busy refuting the story yet again.  ARC have a note on their website, and SCSA will follow suit shortly, if 
only to try to cut down on the number of enquiries that have to be dealt with.  One of the best references for 
squashing the story is Rick Vetter’s, which we can forward to anyone who needs to pass it on to gullible 
persons in their acquaintance.  There are also a number of websites that specialise in squashing e-mail 
rumours.  Last word to Rick Vetter himself, taken from the UCR website, which says it for us all:  
 
“These are not the opinions of the University of California Riverside however, they are the opinions of a 
highly volatile arachnologist who is bloody tired of everybody claiming that every little mark on their body is 
the result of a brown recluse bite and who believe with a religious zeal that brown recluses are part of the 
California spider fauna despite the incredibly overwhelming evidence to the contrary. The tone of this article 
is purposely crafted to mimic the hyperanxious state of the paranoid public because many of them have 
trouble listening to boring cold scientific presentations (of which I may still be guilty despite my intentions) 
when their beliefs are solidly based on erroneous general consensus.” 
 
(substitute Violin Spider and Cape Town, for Brown Recluse and California) 
 
……..AND MORE DISSEMINATION OF INTERNET LIES! 
 
A group of birders from Wits Bird Club recently crossed the border 
into Botswana to look for a lifer (Boulder Chat for those who are 
interested).  On the way back, one of the party needed to use the 
bathroom at the Zanzibar border post (South African side), and 
found this interesting notice therein. 
 
We were too astonished to go and discuss this with the border post 
staff, who were relaxing in the fresh air in front of their office, and in  
affable mood.  There were two Spider Club members in the group 
who could have argued for the removal of the notice. 
 
At least there was no explanation of the “dire” consequences 
should one ignore the advice.  Maybe the staff were having a joke 
with the public. 
 
Perhaps we should present the true facts concerning this innocuous 
species in a future edition of this newsletter! 
(Photo: Andy Featherstone) 
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ETHICS FOR KILLING AND PRESERVATION OF SPECIMENS 
 
An excerpt from the Code of Ethics originally compiled by Ian Engelbrecht and based on the Code of 
Ethics of the Lepidopterist Society of Africa (www.lepsoc.org.za) and those in Millar et al (2000). 
 
Killing, labelling, preserving & accessioning. 
 
Specimens should be killed as humanely as possible. The quickest and most humane way is to immerse 
the specimen in really cold 100% ethanol that has been kept in a freezer.  Being alcohol it does not freeze 
at the temperatures found in domestic appliances but is cold enough to kill small animals instantly.  Once 
they are dead they can be transferred into vials containing 70% ethanol (30% distilled water).   
 
There is no point in collecting if specimens are not properly preserved, labelled and then deposited in an 
official collection at an institution where they will be properly curated.  Most material collected by The Spider 
Club will go to the National Collection of Arachnida at the Plant Protection Research Institute in Pretoria or 
into a well known natural history museum in South Africa.  This means that they are accessible to anyone 
for research from anywhere in the world but will be returned to this country.   
 
Without labels giving collection details the specimen is worthless.  It is most important that all these details 
on the label accompany the specimen when it is deposited in a collection at an institution.  The label should 
be INSIDE the vial or other container with the specimen so that they do not become separated.  Labels 
must have the following minimum information:   
 
Locality: The specific locality, for example a farm name or suburban address, the district, province or region 
and the country.  The addition of geographic co-ordinates from a reliable GPS should be added if possible. 
Collection date. 
Name of collector. 
 
Further notes on, for example habitat, weather conditions, collecting method or even what the animal was 
doing when collected are all good and anything else that might be relevant.  All these could help to build a 
better picture of the biology of the species and could help conservationists to understand how they could 
protect it if necessary.  In fact the more details, the better. 
 
(Revised and shortened by A Leroy, 14.7.2009.) 
 
References: 
Millar, I.M., Uys, V.M. and Urban, R.P., Eds. (2000).  Collecting and Preserving Insects and Arachnids:  A 
Manual for Entomology and Arachnology. ARC-Plant Protection Research Institute, Pretoria.   
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

PROTECTED ARACHNIDS – By JONATHAN LEEMING 

Taken from Jonathan’s website, www.scorpions.co.za, and printed with permission. 

 
 
THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: BIODIVERSITY 
ACT, 2004 (ACT 10 of 2004) gives protection to listed animal and plant 
species that have been deemed Critically Endangered, Endangered, 
Vulnerable or Protected. 
  
Certain scorpions and spiders fall into this category and are legally 
protected against collection and commercial exploitation without a valid 
permit. Please report such activities to Nature Conservation. In addition, 
if any animal is found to be held under inhumane conditions, please 
contact your nearest SPCA Wildlife Unit.  
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All species of Common Baboon Spider 
Harpactira spp. 
26mm to 64mm in length. mouse-brown, greenish-black to golden-yellow in colouration. Wide distribution in 
South Africa. Construct silk-lined burrows in the ground or retreats under rocks and logs. Threatened by 
over-collecting for the pet trade and habitat destruction. 
 
  
All species of Horned Baboon Spider 
Ceratogyrus spp. 
30mm to 55mm in length. Colouration ranges from silverish-grey to almost totally black. Very large spiders 
with heavy bodies and stout legs. Construct J-shaped burrows in the ground or retreats under rocks and 
logs.  Because of their horn they are particularly threatened by over-collecting for the pet trade and habitat 
destruction. 
  
 
All species of Starburst and Golden Brown Baboon Spiders  
Augacephalus, Idiothele and Pterinochilus spp. 
Large spiders from 13mm to 90mm in length. Golden brown in colouration hence their common name. 
Construct silk-lined burrows in the ground or retreats under rocks and logs. Threatened due to over-
collecting for the pet trade and habitat destruction. 
  
 
Flat Rock Scorpion 
Hadogenes spp. 
Up to 210mm in length. Large pincers and long thin tail.  Found in rocky habitats all over South 
Africa.  Particularly threatened and unsuitable for captivity due to long gestation period, low reproduction 
rates and specialised habitat requirements.   
 
  
Burrowing Scorpion 
Opistophthalmus spp. 
Up to 190mm in length. Distributed throughout South Africa. Construct burrows in a wide variety of soil 
types. Most species have small distribution ranges because they can only burrow in specific soil types, e.g. 
some are only found in sandy soil, others only in very hard soil and variations in between.   Many are 
unsuitable for captivity. Threatened by over-collecting for the pet trade. 
  
Creeping Scorpion 
Opistacanthus spp. 
Up to 190mm in length. Large pincers and thin, weak tail. Sting is often a different colour to the rest of 
the tail segments.  Shelter up in trees, between or under rocks. Distributed throughout Eastern and South-
Eastern parts of South Africa. Threatened by over-collecting for the pet trade. 
  
 
THREATS 
  
Southern African spiders and scorpions are protected against two factors: 
•      Habitat Destruction 
•      The Pet Trade 
  
Habitat destruction represents a threat to burrowing spiders and scorpions profoundly because many of 
these creatures that live in burrows in the ground are adapted to narrow ranges of substrate. Hardness and 
composition of the soil limits the distribution of many.  This means that habitat destruction devastates 
populations. Unscrupulous developers shortcut environmental legislation with incomplete and shoddy 
surveys. Mining activities, agricultural monocultures and urbanisation represent the major threats. 
  
The pet trade has threatened spider and scorpion populations for many years and indiscriminate 
collection has dramatically impacted on populations. Irresponsible pet shops offer local scorpions without 
any knowledge of their requirements. Many species are unsuitable for captivity as they need habitats which 
are almost impossible to duplicate in captivity. Due to the lack of knowledge of the requirements of southern 
African spiders and scorpions few live for long in captivity, most become stressed and die   
prematurely.  Another good reason that makes them unsuitable is that many species, particularly 
scorpions are dangerously venomous.   
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Help protect our local arachnid fauna by refusing to purchase indigenous arachnids from pet shops. 
 
(Ed: visit Jonathan’s website, www.scorpions.co.za.  He is constantly improving and augmenting 
his website, and there is a lot to see and learn.  He now offers on-line courses, and has a shop, and 
really good photo gallery.) 

 
 
   Photo: Joan Faiola 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THE AUSTRALIAN CONNECTION 
 
Joan Faiola 
 
On 4th October, we received the following request from the website: 
 
“We are just back from a South African holiday. We did a safari to Klaserie Reserve, near Kruger. Had 
some lovely encounters with spiders there, and would like some help with identification of one spider.  I've 
attached pics, with a reduced size to make them more manageable.  The spider was found under a rock. It 
was about 8mm in body length, and was extraordinarily fast. In fact, I couldn't believe how quickly it moved 
back under the rock, no matter which way I turned it. It just seemed to disappear! Lovely spider, I hope you 
can help.” 
  
Regards 
Ade and Penny Foster - Geelong, Australia 
 
  Photos: Ade Foster 
Astri replied as follows: 
“I looked at the at the eye 
pattern (glad you took a face-
on picture!) your spider is 
definitely a huntsman spider 
but in the genus 
Pseudomicrommata which 
differs quite a lot from the 
general body shape of 
huntsman spiders.  The most 
commonly seen in this genus 
in South Africa is the grass 
huntsman spider, 
Pseudomicrommata longipes 
and I have a feeling that 
"your" spider might be an un-
named species.  They are 
very closely related to a 
European huntsman spider 
genus Micrommata.  We have  
 
also found them under rocks from time to time in various different parts of southern Africa and have never 
had them positively identified.  May I send the photos on to Peter Jäeger in Germany who is the world 
expert on the huntsman spiders?   He may be able to give us a more definite identification.” 
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The photos were forwarded to Peter Jäeger, 
who replied as follows: 
 
“Dear Astri, Ade and Majid, 
This is really interesting, as I thought, too, 
Pseudomicrommata (and that is what it 
looks like) would be restricted to grass. 
However, Majid Moradmand started a PhD 
on Eusparassinae mainly focusing on 
Eusparassus, but Pseudomicrommata and 
Arandisa from Namibia should definitely be 
included.  As Majid will include also 
molecular analyses, we would be more than 
happy to receive any DNA sample [in pure 
ethanol] of this and other populations!”  
 

 
Astri comments: “Majid Moradmand is the other contact and Peter Jäeger is the expert on huntsman 
(sparassid) spiders.  He and his students have worked on the African sparassids quite extensively but not 
ENOUGH yet!  There is only one Pseudomicrommata species listed on either the AFRAD site and the 
World Spider Catalog for sub-Saharan Africa P longipes.  In fact it is a monospecific genus.” 
 
To date Ade’s spider is still unidentified to species level.  Let’s hope that some one can catch a specimen 
soon, although I imagine that would be rather hard, given the speed of the spider. 
 
What also came out of our communications, however, is that there are a whole bunch of people in Australia 
with similar interests to ours.  Ade and Penny are, for instance, interested in the extensive orchid flora of 
their region, as are a number of Spider Club members in the South African orchids.   Also, from the 
correspondence and email chat, I found out about Lynne Kelly, and her book (see review above).  Lynne 
has a lot of different interests, but spiders have become very big in her life.  She started a blog site, so that 
people of similar interests could exchange photos, ideas and experiences centred on spiders.  The site is at 
http://www.lynnekelly.com.au/spiderbloggers/.   
 
Lynne has said that she would like South African spiderers to register on the blog site and submit their own 
photos and stories.  As she says, South African spiders are great, and the Aussies are very interested in 
our spider fauna.  Similarly, I think it would be a very good idea to get information about Australian spiders, 
so that South Africans can keep themselves informed of that equally fascinating spider fauna.  We can all 
benefit from such an exchange of information. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
       
THE AFRICAN BOLAS SPIDERS OF THE GENUS Cladomelea 
 
By Astri Leroy 
 
Known by the common name of Orb Web Weavers, the huge 
cosmopolitan spider family, the Araneidae was given this name because 
most species build orb webs or recognisable derivatives to snare their 
prey. Some however have discarded webs altogether and others have so 
modified them that these snares are no longer recognisable as orb webs. 
With one or two exceptions the spirals of these webs are made sticky with 
droplets of “glue”.  
 
Members of the small subfamily Cyrtarachninae either have no webs or 
have greatly reduced ones but they still use droplets of silken “glue”.  In 
this group are the Bolas Spiders in three genera: Ordgarius, with around a 
dozen species from Southeast Asia and Australasia, Mastophora with 
about 50 species from the New World and 4 species of Cladomelea from 
Africa. 
                                                                                                    Photo John Leroy: Swinging the bolas 
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The genus Cladomelea is listed in the World Spider Catalog as containing 4 species: Cladomelea akermani, 
Hewitt 1923, which we know as the African Bolas Spider, Cladomelea debeeri, Roff & Dippenaar-
Schoeman, 2004, discovered and photographed in Hilton in KwaZulu/Natal by Len de Beer and described 
by Ansie Dippenaar and John Roff.  Known as the Forest Bolas Spider it is much smaller than C akermani 
and only one specimen has been collected.   C ornata Hirst, 1907 was described from Central Africa and C 
longipes (O-P Cambridge, 1877) from the Congo; both localities and descriptions are rather vague.  
 
 Drawing: Astri Leroy 

 

The common name “Bolas Spider” was 
coined because the catching mechanism 
used is reminiscent of the bolas used by 
gauchos (the South American equivalent of 
cowboys) in place of a lasso.  My dictionary 
describes a bolas as “A missile consisting 
of balls connected by a strong cord which 
when thrown brings down quarry by 
entangling limbs.”  
   
Of course the spider constructs her snare 
with silk; she does this by producing a line 
of silk from her spinnerets ending in a glue-
like droplet of wet silk.  She hangs 
sideways from a trapeze of silk holding the 
bolas line in her second leg and swings her 
long front legs in a horizontal arc.  This 
causes the line and sticky droplet to rotate 
at high speed.  (See diagram left.)   

 
From field observations by Peter Croeser, John Roff and the Leroys it appears 
that C akermani only catches moths (Leroy et al, 1998) and those that were 
identified were all male.  This probably means that “our” Bolas Spider uses 
pheromones (scents) similar to those of female moths to attract males in the 
same way as Bolas Spiders in other genera and from other regions do.  These 
pheromones are probably either incorporated in the silk of the bolas or emitted 
by glands on the spider’s body.   The energetic swinging of the front legs 
probably helps to disperse the scent.   The line and droplet are replaced every 
15 – 20 minutes even though no prey has been caught and the droplet is still 
sticky.  Is this perhaps because the scent IS incorporated in the droplet, has 
evaporated and needs to be replaced?  We are not sure.  
 
The female C akermani is an odd-looking spider; pale yellowish white in 
colour, the carapace is hairy and has three long curved, black-tipped spines. 
The eyes are quite  

 

small, four median eyes on a raised tubercle with the other four on their own 
small tubercles to the side.  Her abdomen is lumpy-looking with little “pimples” 
crowned with tufts of yellow setae. The first pair of legs is very long and 
covered in fine setae which  
gives them a fluffy appearance. Metatarsi and tarsi on all legs are black.   

Photo: John Leroy 
Carrying moth to stash 
in "larder" 

 
During the day C akermani sits, legs curled up on a 
grass stem usually the same one as holds the egg sacs 
and it is difficult to distinguish between egg sacs and 
hunched spider. Hunting starts just after sunset and 
only lasts 3 or 4 hours. It is not clear how males catch 
prey.  They are very much small than females and 
maybe because of this and their probably much shorter 
life-span, they don’t need much to eat. 
 
Cladomelea akermani’s distribution in South Africa was 
thought to be restricted to the Natal Midlands, around 
Howick, Hilton and Pietermaritzburg in the cool, humid  

grasslands of those regions but a few years back a Photo John Leroy: Egg sacs on grass stem
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photograph of one was taken in the commonage next to the small village of Haenertsburg in Limpopo 
Province by Stefan Khöne.  This leads me to believe that although they seem to be sparsely distributed they 
could be found in any of the mist belt grasslands with approximately the same distribution and habitat 
preferences as Blue Swallows.  If you know anything about Blue Swallows you must be aware that they are 
critically endangered because their habitat is vanishing at an alarming rate. This particular kind of grassland 
is ideal for forestry - Blue Swallows are unable to live amongst forestry plantations.   This is probably true 

 
C. debeeri 
Above left: Photo Len De beer  Above right: Photo Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman 
 
 
 
too for the African Bolas spider so habitat destruction might see the demise of both species in South Africa 
and who knows what other organisms that are adapted to this once widespread but now rapidly 
disappearing environment. 
 
 

Reference:   Leroy J-M, Jocqué R, Leroy A, 1998. “On the behaviour of the African bolas-spider 
Cladomelea akermani Hewitt (Araneae, Araneidae, Cyrtarachninae), with description of the male."  Ann. 
Natal Mus. Vol. 39, 1-9. 
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PHOTO NEWS – RAIN SPIDERS 
 
By Joan Faiola 
 
Rain Spiders Palystes superciliosus are very active at present, and not usually exciting news, because we 
are so accustomed to seeing them.  However, Julius Ortner, a new member and keen photographer, 
recently had an interesting and unusual encounter with a large female Rain Spider.  The Ortners, Julius and 
Gisela, had guests one evening and wished to use their large Weber for a braai.  On removing the cover, 
they surprised the Rain Spider, who had placed her egg sac inside the Weber cover, instead of building a 
bag of leaves in the vegetation, as is normal.  Julius ran for his camera, and with great excitement took a 
series of photos of the spider in defence mode, before carefully removing the cover to a safe spot in the 
garden.  The Rain Spider was not to be seen the next morning, and there was no sign of the egg sac.  
Perhaps she moved it to a more conventional location?  Let’s hope so. 
 

Below: Photos Julius Ortner 

 
Then a member of the public, Linda Jane Simone, recently sent us a picture of a Rain Spider for 
identification that happened to be busy making her bag of leaves in a kapok tree. We are not often 
privileged to observe the spider in action, so it seems apt to include Linda Jane’s picture here.  The 
photographer apologises for the picture quality, as it was taken with a cell phone – but I think it turned out 
rather well.  Talking of Rain Spiders choosing odd locations, last year I surprised one building her bag of 
leaves next to my bedroom window.  The photo quality is not good, because it was shot through a window.  
Again, the spider is busy with her construction.  I was able to watch the story unfold at very close quarters, 
from the beginning, when the bag of leaves was built, right up to the dispersal of the spiderlings. 
 

Photo: Linda Jane Simone    Photo: Joan Faiola   
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SANSA NEWSLETTER AND 
VIRTUAL MUSEUM 

Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman has asked 
that Spider Club members participate in 
SANSA activities, in any way, such as 
contributing photos to the Virtual Museum 
and arachnid stories for the SANSA 
newsletter 
. 
At the moment, our members are not 
contributing very much at all.  We can 
forward the SANSA newsletter on request, 
but better still, you can ask them to place 
your e-mail address on the distribution list. 
Contact ARC via their website – see their 
advertisement on this page.  
 

ARC HAS MOVED 
 
Relocation of the Biosystematics 
Division 

The Manager and staff of the ARC-Plant 
Protection Research Institute Biosystematics 
Division take great pleasure in announcing the 
relocation of all staff and collections to their 
new premises at the ARC-Roodeplaat campus. 
The Division, which compromises The National 
Collections of Arachnids, Insects, Nematodes 
and Fungi will be moved during October/ 
November 2009.   We apologise for any 
inconvenience caused as a result of this 
relocation and the inevitable but temporary 
disruption in our scientific services.  

 

New Address: 
ARC-Roodeplat 
KwaMhlanga Road (R573) 
 
Look out for sign on left hand side. 
 
Tel: (Arachnids) 012 356 9800 
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Shop window 

5-litre plastic sweetie jars with blue lids, for keeping live arachnids  R20.00  

Plastic eye glasses, 15x magnification good optics     R60.00  

Golf shirts 

Men’s Yellow only XXL – M with logo      R120.00  

Ladies’ Black only XL & L with logo     Sold out 

Kiddies’: T-shirts, vests, golf shirts, shirts  

with collars, stamped with spiders and scorpions. Majority 

yellow a few brown 

Small sizes          R45.00  

Larger sizes         R50.00                     

Bandanas, yellow with black line drawings      R60.00 

Khaki caps with logo one size fits all       R75.00  

Utility bag black, no logo        R50.00 
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SPIDER CLUB DIARY 2010 
 
Weekends of 15th January and 22nd January   Witbank Dam Nature Reserve.   Arachnid Survey for 
SANSA. Set up weekend 15th –  18th  then on weekend of 22nd – 24th January we will clear the pit traps and 
do other forms of collecting.  We will probably be camping.  More details later.  SPIDER CLUB MEMBERS 
ONLY.  For details please contact Astri on astri@spiders.co.za 
 
 
Saturday 30th January – Kloofendaal Nature Reserve   Public Beginners’ Spider Identification Course for 
people 15 years and older.  Numbers limited. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  R150 per person.  Discount for Spider Club 
members.  Book with Karin or Steve Spottiswoode 011-674-2980  or 072-595-6991 (Karin) 082-558-
3158 (Steve) Entry into the reserve is free. There are picnic and ablution facilities.  
 
 
Weekend 5th – 7th February.  Andre Lambrecht’s farm Terra Nostra near Marble Hall.  Self catering, 
numbers limited to 20.  Beds available for 10 people, the rest camping. Donation of R25 per Spider Club 
member, non members R50 per person fro the weekend to cover gas, water and any breakages.  3 
showers, 2 toilets. Absolutely stunning place, koppies, sodic soils, thorn veld and broadleaf veld, bird hide 
(complete with black mamba!) overlooking a dam and super campsite.  BOOKING ESSENTIAL contact 
Astri on astri@spiders.co.za or (011) 958-0695 and directions will be given when you book.   
 
Saturday 13th February.  Public night walk concentrating on scorpions, Walter Sisulu National Botanical 
Garden, Malcolm Road, Poortview.   Times and fees to be confirmed. Leader Alistair Mathie.  Book at the 
Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden, Telephone 071-118-0277 or e-mail sisulugarden@sanbi.org 
 
Saturday 20th February.  Spider Club day outing to Willow Valley Farms on the Cullinan Conservancy  
east of Pretoria.  
Directions: 
Route 1    N4 (Toll Road   R 8.50) 
Take the N4 to Witbank turn off at the Cullinan Rayton off ramp keep left.  At four-way stop turn left and 
travel 2.8km (going back to Pretoria on the R104).  Turn Right * onto the gravel road (sign boards Willow 
Valley Farms and Yellow board KIEPERSOLWEG).  Drive slowly on gravel road for 1.6km till you get to 
KAREEWEG. Turn Right and carry straight down the road to Willow Valley Farms (Kareeweg branches off 
to the right but carry on straight down the private road signs are clear)* 
 
Route 2   N4 to Witbank 
Take the Hans Strydom off-ramp and keep Left towards Mamelodi (M10).  At four-way stop turn Right onto 
the R104 to Bronkhorstspruit travel for 13.7 km as you go over the mountain.  Pass the first road (Owls 
Nest) turn Left at the next gravel road (signboard Willow Valley Farms Kiepersolweg) Drive slowly on gravel 
road for 1.6km till you get to KAREEWEG. Turn Right and carry straight down the road to Willow Valley 
Farms (Kareeweg branches off to the right but carry on straight down the private road signs are clear)* 
 
Route 3 from Cullinan Rayton. 
Travel on R515 towards N4.  From Robot in Rayton travel for 3km on Right side there is a gravel road 
(KAREEWEG) turn into KAREEWEG. Travel for 2.5km turn Right at T junction and follow the private road 
to Willow Valley Farms.   
 
If you get lost phone Joan du Toit  082-681-5122 or Michael Yeomans 083-325-2469 
 
Saturday 27th February.    We have been invited back to the Rhenosterspruit Conservancy for a Spider 
Walk.   Day outing in the wonderful Highveld with wetlands, dams, koppies and grasslands.  R 50 Spider 
Club and Conservancy members, non-members R60 per adult all kids R15 to be paid on the day - money to 
go to the Conservancy and the Spider Club. 
 
 
Saturday 29th May.  We have been invited to have a stall at the Groenvoer Country Market, 410 
Olifantsfontein Road, Randjiesfontein, Midrand.  Volunteers needed to man the stall.  Please contact any 
committee member to volunteer.  Please support this stall.  If you cannot help with the stall, come along 
anyway – there will be lots of other attractions too! A map will be provided nearer the time. 
 


