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Who are we?
The Spider Club of Southern Africa is a non-profit-making organisation. Our aim is to encourage an interest in
arachnids – especially spiders and scorpions - and to promote this interest and the study of these animals by all
suitable means.
Membership is open to anyone – people interested in joining the club may apply to any committee member for
information.
Field outings, day visits, arachnid surveys and demonstrations, workshops and exhibits are arranged from time
to time. A diary of events and outings is published at the end of this newsletter.

Mission Statement

“The Spider Club provides a fun, responsible, social learning-experience, centred on spiders,
their relatives and in nature in general.”
Our Contact Details
www.spiderclub.co.za
P. O. Box 1126 Randburg 2125

Committee members
Chairman: Astri Leroy

073 168 7187

info@spiders.co.za

Treasurer: Jaco Le Roux

083 258 8969

jaco.leroux@rs-components.com

Editor: Joan Faiola

082 565 6025

joanf@wol.co.za

PRO/Marketing: Alistair Mathie

078 109 7940

alistairm@fcb.co.za

Membership: Miemmie Prinsloo

082 772 3928

miemmiep@d-bit.co.za

Member at large: Lloyd Grobler

079 497 2732

salticid@live.co.za

Events organizer: Danie Smit

083 642 3139

danie@combustion.co.za

Webmaster:

The Web page moving …………………
But it is still www.spiderclub.co.za
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FROM THE HUB
Summer is over, most arachnids are kind of “closing shop” for the winter but it is not time for us to hibernate.
Those who joined the identification workshop/sorting session had a good time and I hope you learned
something from the day. The next winter event is the micro/macro photography workshop on 15th August which
will be run by John Leroy and will also be at the Leroys’, 4 Boophane, 45 Ann Road, Poortview, Roodepoort
near the Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden.
Then there is the Annual General Meeting on 18th July at the Nestlé Centre at the Walter Sisulu Garden. It
is usually a blast. The club will supply a spit-braai and the makings for tea and coffee, if you want to bring
Glühwein or brandewyn or whatever, please feel free. It’s a party after all. It is a great way to meet other
arachnophiles, talk about arachnids and generally shoot the breeze. There IS a tiny bit of business to be
attended to, but that usually doesn’t take long. Please remember to bring your money, we will be selling
Spider Club regalia, T-shirts, bandanas, caps, etc. and you will be able to renew your annual subs at the
meeting.
There will be other enticing events to look forward to. Maybe a Christmas camp. We have some really
interesting venues to tempt you to outings next season, so CHECK THE DIARY and keep it handy!

Arachnologically yours,

Astri
________________________________________________________
From the Editor:
This quarter, we have another article by Alistair Mathie, this time on Scorpionism. Although scorpion stings and
spider bites should always be taken seriously, of course, some scorpions can occasionally cause a victim to
die, whereas we have no deaths in South Africa directly attributable to spider bite. Yet it is spiders that get the
bad reputation! It is no wonder, either, when feature films shown on TV put spiders in them as the bad guys,
One such that I saw recently, showed a woman’s bed full of spiders, and they were erupting from her skin as
well. Because spiders are more familiar to us than scorpions, such scenes are plausible to the ignorant, who
believe the email rant and other inaccurate information disseminated by the mischievous.
Sometimes bad ideas can even be spread by a researcher, such as in the case of seemingly erroneous
beliefs of North Americans regarding the invader Tegenaria agrestis. We include our comments on this
subject in this issue.
The Spider Club outing to Lapalala was a huge success, and we urge more of you to join in on future
outings. Everyone knows what fun they are.
There are also a couple of important events for which we are calling for help – see Diary of Events. In
particular I need to mention the Biodiversity Fair at the Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens. Taking part in
events like this is a GREAT way to feel special and feel as if you are doing something for (a) the club, (b)
biodiversity (c) education, (d) the planet, not necessarily in that order.
There are many other items of interest in this issue. Enjoy!
Best spider regards

Joan
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of
The Spider Club of Southern Africa
Will be held at The Nestle Centre,
Walter Sisulu National Botanical Gardens, (Directions attached)
Malcolm Road, Poortview,
Roodepoort.
on
Saturday, 18th July 2009 at
2.00 p.m. FOR 2:30 p.m.

After the (short) proceedings there will be a
SPIT BRAAI WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS
all you need to bring is your drinks but booking is essential for catering purposes.
If you want to do a bit of bragging, or have a giggle bring your best arachnid or
spider-people photos on a CD or a memory stick.
Please book with: Danie Smit on 083-642-3139 or Miemmie 082-772-3928 before 10th
July.

(See P20/21 for NOMINATION form and directions to WSNBG)
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Events Reports
Lapalala – Easter 2009
Report by Joan Faiola
Ten people, including a couple of non-members, and one arachnophobe, took part in the outing to Lapalala
Wilderness School in NW Limpopo on the Easter weekend. We were made very welcome by our ranger,
Colbert, and the Director of the school, Dr Anthony Roberts, and his wife Erin.
Though designed around school groups, the accommodation is more than adequate, and we turned the
dining room into our laboratory. There was also a comfortable stoep to relax on, as well as a lapa for our
braais.
There are a number of different habitats at Lapalala, and we managed to explore most of them. Of course
we were looking for spiders and scorpions, but there was such a varied range of interest among the group
that we managed to see much, much more.
On Easter Saturday, we were followed around by Jessica and Patrick, who were recording our activities on
a very fancy digital movie camera, for Lapalala’s website. The area we explored used to be tobacco lands,
and even after more than 20 years and much effort it is not fully rehabilitated. This might also account for
the slightly disappointing biodiversity – not just spiders! The birders in the group struggled to get a decent
species count – 67 species for the trip. The rest of the reserve made up for it with its scenic beauty and
diversity in riverine habitat.
We also explored the river bank close to the school, and Astri’s quick thinking saved her non-waterproof
binoculars by throwing them on to the bank as she fell in!
On Sunday, we were driven to a point on the Palala River, where we walked along the river bank (in a
ravine called Baboon Gorge) for a kilometre or two, and found some interesting species, including
Pisauridae: Thalassius sp. On the way back I came across a beautiful stapeliad, Taveresia barklyi,
unfortunately not in flower.
A visit to a koppie one evening yielded a number of interesting scorpions, including Hadogenes troglodytes,
and three species of Uroplectes.
A nice find was a male Ceratogyrus darlingi, in temporary retreat under a tyre. We had a great photo
session with this very patient and obliging model, before releasing him.
Spiders also noted during our visit were representative of 26 families, including an unknown Araneus – we
eagerly await i.d. details of this one - some beautiful Caerostris, Gasteracantha, Hersilia, Argiope and
Nephila (mainly senegalensis, but some fenestrata noted), a large Geolycosa, a Tetragnatha and much
more. The full list is available to those interested.
I cannot say that the arachnophobe was converted by the end of the trip, but her natural curiosity got the
better of her fear, and she went very close to some Nephila specimens of awesome size, and even pointed
out Argiope and others that she found. Not to mention taking a good look at the baboon spider!
Thanks to all the participants for a great outing: John and Astri Leroy, Alistair and Callum Mathie (Callum is
a cool kid!), Karel Balt, Johna Turner, Lloyd Grobler, Lance Robinson, Alison Hanson (arachnophobe), and
Joan Faiola.
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LAPALALA PHOTO GALLERY

1 Uroplectes planimanus © A. Mathie

2 Moth © John Leroy

3 Argiope and friends © Astri Leroy

4 Ceratogyrus darlingi © Joan Faiola

5 © Astri Leroy

6 Cone-headed Mantis (Empusidae) ©
Joan Faiola

7 River Palala © Alistair Mathie

8 Callum © Alistair Mathie

9 Taveresia barklyi © Joan Faiola

10 Colbert © Astri Leroy

11 Hadogenes troglodytes © Alistair
Mathie

12 Nephila senegalensis with newly
made egg sac © John Leroy
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Open Day Hartebeestfontein Conservancy, Skeerpoort 2nd May 2009
Report by Astri Leroy

Alistair Mathie demonstrates scorpions – Photo: Astri Leroy

The Hartebeestfontein Conservancy
Open Day on 2nd May had an interesting
mix of stall holders and events, from
snake handling through plant nurseries,
adventure venues and clothing stalls to
food, clothing and jewellery stalls or
various sorts.
A well subscribed
mountain bike race started and finished
at the venue with HUNDREDS of
participants' cars taking up most of the
parking space. We were allocated a
couple of tables under trees on the lawn
and Tony Rushton and I battled to set up
our displays, the banner is looking tatty
and torn, I mislaid the yellow table cloths
and the standing displays kept blowing
over till we tied them to trees.

A neighbouring stall owner lent us table cloths. Whew! Although Danie couldn't make it he lent us his
gazebo so we could keep our livestock out of the sun by judicious moving of the tables. Of course none of
that mattered when the public discovered that we were displaying spiders and scorpions.
Without a doubt Peet van der Ark's huge exotic
tarantulas stole the show. A master of ceremonies
provided music and promoted stalls and events and
when we told him about Peet's tarantula it began the
day as a really big tarantula, morphed into "one of the
biggest tarantula species", then "the biggest tarantula
in South Africa", from there "the biggest tarantula in
Africa", he didn't actually say "in the world" but that
would have been the next logical step! Thanks Peet!
Ian Engelbrecht gave a really interesting talk on how
he uses trapdoor spider research as a conservation
tool in Gauteng Province, and Erik Holm's priceless
insect talk amongst other things likened cockroaches
to politicians, or was it the other way round? Ian had
laid out a pit-trap line the previous day and in the
afternoon all those interested trooped into the veld to
check what he had caught. Alas - no trapdoor
spiders but I got the bycatch which was a handful of
interesting spiders to take home, identify and pass
on.
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It was a really worthwhile day. We got a couple of new members, enthused many children and I hope
educated them and their parents about small creatures in general and arachnids in particular. The organisers
are going to review their policy of a mixed open day, and plan to have a more nature oriented one sometime
next summer. I am sure we will be invited. We also have offers of venues for field outings to various farms
within the conservancy and will follow those up in due course.
Many thanks to all those who helped at the stand, Alistair, Pete Koziel, Peet van der Aark, Tony Rushton, you
did great stuff for the club and the arachnids. If there was anyone else whom I have forgotten, please forgive
me!

Astri Leroy

WEBSITE NEWS
This HAS to be the spider of 2009!

Nephila fenestrata black-legged Nephila.
I have
received huge numbers of photos from members of the
public who are anxious to know what these large spiders
are (and if they are dangerous – which of course they are
not). Dr. Ansie Dippenaar has also had hundreds of
enquiries about them. I am sure the rest of you have
noticed this as well.
I find it fascinating that for many years the other large,
widespread member of the genus - Nephila senegalensis
– the banded legged Nephila, seems to have been the
dominant species. Not this year, N fenestrata seems to
have out-competed them thoroughly in 2008/9.
One
wonders what drives these population explosions. I
suppose that being quite short-lived and able to produce
many young, numbers can build up fast. Of course females are large and conspicuous towards the end of
summer so people notice them but even so there have been a surprising number of enquiries about them
from all around South Africa.

Astri Leroy
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BOOKS
A BOOK WORTH HAVING:
HARVESTMEN The Biology of Opiliones. Edited by Ricardo Pinto-da-Rocha, Glauco Machado and
Gonzalo Giribet. Published by Harvard University Press. 2007
At the outset I have to say this is not a book review as such because I have not read the book in its entirety, but
I have used it when I needed to check something up about Opiliones. All I can do is rely on other people’s
opinions and tell you a little about it.
Did you know that after the Acari (mites) and Araneae, Opiliones are the
most diverse group of arachnids? So it is really great to have a
comprehensive treatment of such a major order of arachnids. It not only
summarises current knowledge of the approximately 6000 named species
world-wide but fills a huge gap in arachnological literature. The 25 authors
cover every known aspect beginning with a chapter answering the question
“What are Opiliones?” (I needed that - I knew very little about them). Every
aspect of these animals is covered: taxonomy, ecology, diet and foraging,
palaeontology, reproduction, cytogenetics, sociality, prey, biogeography,
morphology and functional anatomy, pathogens, natural enemies, defence
mechanisms, development, ecophysiology and finally methods and
techniques of study and ideas for further studies.
There is even a list of popular names from around the world, many of them allude to harvest time, even our own
Afrikaans name of Hooiwaens (I picture them hauling a tiny, old fashioned hay wagon) and Senokosec meaning
‘reaper’ in Russian.
My keyboard cannot cope with either the Hungarian or the Czechoslovakian typefaces but the the names for
Opiliones also mean reaper in those languages.
Astri Leroy
ANOTHER “NOT A BOOK REVIEW”

DOMINICAN AMBER SPIDERS. By David Penney.
Penney, D. 2008. Dominican Amber Spiders: a comparative neontological approach to identification,
faunistics, ecology and biogeography. Format: 176 pages, 24 x 17 cm, 88 colour photos, 11 black & white
photos, 14 colour illustrations, 224 greyscale illustrations. ISBN 978-0-9558636-0-8. £40.00.

From a pre-publication academic review:
In summary, this book will be of considerable interest beyond the Dominican amber spider world
and represents a very important contribution to studies on Caribbean biogeography and
palaeobiogeography, the literature on amber, the fauna of Hispaniola (both fossil and extant), and
an identification guide for workers in the Caribbean region. David Penney has compiled a
comprehensive synthesis with beautiful illustrations on almost every page, making it a pleasure to
the eye. The information is sound and reliable, the bibliography extensive and complete,and the
text is authoritative. There is no other work available quite like it and it should be on the shelves of
academic libraries and museums, in addition to those of people with a general interest in amber or
spiders, both amateur and professional.
(Ed’s note: The above information was taken from the publisher’s website. If this subject really interests you, then also
look for: Fossil Spiders in Amber and Copal by Joerg Wunderlich. Published by the author (Verlag J. Wunderlich)
in two volumes (Volume 1 with 848 pages and (Volume 2 with 1060 pages). ISBN 3-931473-10-4.)
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS AND COMMENT

Further Study on newly-described species Clitaetra irenae Kuntner
2006
Clitraetra irenae was newly described from Maputaland by Matjaž Kuntner in 2006. In 2008, a
study of the species by Matjaž Kuntner, Charles R. Haddad, Gregor Aljančič and Andrej Blejec
was published in the Journal of Arachnology (full references at foot of this article).
The paper is too long to repeat here. C. irenae is a tree-dwelling nephilid, and the study sought to
establish whether the species was endemic to Maputaland, and to gather ecological data
concerning its specific habitat requirements in a highly threatened habitat (Maputaland coastal
plain forest).
The study found that C. irenae inhabits almost exclusively Maputaland coastal plain forests, but
further north it continues inland into Malawi’s woodlands. It was also found that the ecological
niche of C. irenae is flexible so long as suitable trees under at least partially closed canopy are
available.
Web changes of the two dimensional web from orb to ladder configuration as the spider develops
were studied, and it was found that such web allometry allows the web to increase vertically but
not horizontally, which enables the spider to remain on the same tree throughout its development:
thus the ladder web architecture is an adaptation to an arboricolous life style.
The authors argued for utilisation of the ecology of Clitaetra and Herennia in systematic
conservation assessments in the Old World tropics.
NOTE: Find the paper at www.arachnologia.edu.pl/congress
2 C. irenae Female holotype at hub of
her web

1 C. irenae web A front view B side view

Source: information and photographs:
Ecology and web allometry of Clitaetra irenae, an arboricolous African orb-weaving spider
(Araneae, Araneoidea, Nephilidae)
Matjaž Kuntner, Charles R. Haddad, Gregor Aljančič and Andrej Blejec
Published in The Journal of Arachnology 36:583–594 2008.
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Spider evolution developments - New Attercopus findings
Extracted from BBC News

In 1989, Professor Paul Selden of the University of Kansas and his colleagues described
Attercopus fossil remains. It initially appeared that the fossils had spigots and spinnerets, and it
was therefore proposed that Attercopus was the world’s oldest known spider, predating the
previous records by 80 million years.
New research findings by Professor Selden and colleagues now indicate that Attercopus is more
primitive than a true spider. Further material from the original site was recovered, and the socalled spinnerets turned out to be a tail appendage. Attercopus has now been found to be
capable of producing silk, but not of weaving it.
The finding is important for evolutionary biologists trying to unravel the origin of spider silk.
"The puzzle about silk was this: we knew that it wasn't used for making webs initially, for catching
insects, because there were no flying insects when the earliest spiders were around," Professor
Selden said.
"Here we clearly have a spider-like animal that could produce silk but didn't yet have these flexible
spinnerets for weaving it into webs; we think that this sort of spider would leave a trail of silk as it
moved along, using it to find its way back to its burrow."
To clean up the incomplete record of different species, the team has suggested a new order be
instituted, containing the Attercopus and Permarachne species.
Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/7795897.stm
Published: 2008/12/23 00:24:43 GMT

Findings published in the following paper:
Fossil evidence for the origin of spider spinnerets, and a proposed arachnid order
Paul A. Selden, William A. Shear, and Mark D. Sutton
Edited by May R. Berenbaum, University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign, Urbana, IL, and approved
November 14, 2008 (received for review September 14, 2008)

_____________________________________________________________________________

COMMENT ON TEGENARIA AGRESTIS (Hobo spider or “aggressive house spider”)
Tegenaria agrestis (“Hobo spider”) is a European spider that invaded the United States in the first
quarter of the 20th century. It is found mainly in the Northwestern part of North America, including
Canada, and has now been found in Southern Alaska.
A paper published in 1987 (D.K. Vest) proposed that many bites attributed to the Brown Recluse
Spider were in fact T. agrestis bites, and that the neurotoxic venom caused necrotic lesions. This
was based on studies using rabbits. However, many scientists dispute the toxicity and aggression
of this species. The common name "aggressive house spider" comes from a misinterpretation of
the Latin name Agrestis, which literally translates to "of the fields", but is mistranslated as
"aggressive". If a hobo spider is tending an egg sac, it may become aggressive if it perceives the
egg sac to be threatened, like any other spider. However, they generally do not bite unless forced
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to protect themselves, and in the majority of cases the hobo spider does not actually inject venom
when it does bite (“dry bite”).
In the more than 20 years since the Vest study was published, not one scientist has been able to
confirm Vest’s findings or replicate them. The spider is not considered of medical importance in
its place of origin, Europe, and yet creates panic in the minds of Americans. So much so that
scientists have tried to isolate differences between the chemical make up of the two populations,
with a result that no difference was found.
The spider has been in America for a very long time now. Only recently have people started to
perceive a threat. Is it the growth of email and the internet that causes panic?
Darwin Vest has a website on the Hobo spider, so he (or his family – see below) is getting
mileage out of it too. (See www.hobospider.org). Within this website he describes the bite as a
manifestation of “tegenarism”, and says that in 45% of bites, “necrotic arachnidism” results.
Check it out! I think that the hair of researchers and scientists would stand on end if they read
that. After all, we know that we cannot positively say that a bite is a spider bite, unless the spider
is captured at the time of the bite, so where did he get his sample victims from?
In a recent Topica email string, a number of eminent and respected scientists expressed their
views that it was unlikely that T. agrestis was dangerous at all. To quote Chuck Kristensen:
“Greta Binford did not detect Loxosceles-style sphingomyelinase D in T. agrestis and another
bioassay only came up with very weak inflammatory activity”.
The last word is with Peter van Helsdingen – “The whole story is a HOAX”.
Joan Faiola

Male Tegenaria
agrestis

Photo: DK Vest

NB at the top of the home page of www.hobospider.org is this intriguing sentence:
Well known spider expert Darwin Vest has been missing since June 1999. This website is now maintained by
Darwin's family and may not contain the latest data. For the latest updates on the search for Darwin click here.

So who says arachnological investigation is boring?
References: www. Hobospider.org, www.Wikipedia.org. Emails from Chuck Kristensen, Dr. Kelly C.
Kissane, Rick West, Greta Binford and Peter van Helsdingen to arachnida@topica.com
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SCORPION ENVENOMATION – AN INTRODUCTION
By Alistair Mathie
This article aims to assist in identifying the symptoms of scorpion envenomation (also known as
scorpionism) and describing recommended treatments. Note: The administration of drugs/antivenin should
ONLY be undertaken by a qualified medical practitioner.

In our last SCSA newsletter, we looked at how to identify dangerous and non-dangerous
scorpions. All scorpions have poisonous stings, but although their stings can be very painful, only
two species have been linked conclusively to fatal envenomation.

Parabuthus granulatus [left] has a relatively slender telson [inset]– actual scorpion colour may vary from
dark brown to pale orange. Parabuthus transvaalicus [above] is uniform black with a large robust telson

Parabuthus granulatus occurs in the arid regions in the western regions of Southern Africa,
Namibia and Botswana and P. transvaalicus occurs in the north-eastern quadrant (north of
Pretoria).

The jury is still out on P. capensis [above left] and P. mossambicensis [above right], where fatal
envenomation has been attributed but not proven (their respective distribution partially overlaps
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with the two “baddies”). Caution should be exercised with all Buthid scorpions, including thicktailed scorpions Parabuthus spp. and Lesser Thick-tailed scorpions (Hottentotta spp, Uroplectes
spp). These scorpions have potent venom – and because they are typically foragers (unlike their
ambush-hunter cousins) they are more likely to be encountered by humans.
Identification of dangerous species: General rule of thumb
Scorpions with thin tails and robust pincers are less venomous while scorpions with thicker tails
and slender pincers are more venomous.
Remember, ALL scorpions are venomous, and people with allergies may have very painful
reactions even to mild venom. Among our burrowing scorpions (Opistophthalmus spp), which are
traditionally regarded as having medium strength venom (comparable to, say a bee or wasp
sting), certain species deliver a much more painful sting than their rating would suggest.
Symptoms of envenomation
Like most scorpions around the world, South African scorpions are armed with neurotoxic venom,
i.e. it attacks the nervous, cardiac and respiratory systems. The first symptom is instant burning
pain at the site of the sting. This can range in severity from being pricked by a pin or a thorn (e.g.
flat rock scorpions like Hadogenes spp. or creeping scorpions like Cheloctonus or Opistacanthus)
to hammering a red hot nail through one’s thumbnail (e.g. thick tailed scorpions like Parabuthus
spp or Hottentotta spp). The pain continues to throb and may spread throughout the wider vicinity
of the sting. In mild stings, this pain may subside in as little as half an hour. In more severe, but
not medically significant stings, it can last for hours. Uncomfortable tingling and “pins and
needles” may recur for up to a day or two later. Note that these symptoms are greatly magnified in
the case of an allergic reaction – major swelling of the stung limb or appendage can occur even
though in most cases scorpion stings only produce mild swelling and redness around the sting.
Severe systemic symptoms typically only display after half an hour, or even hours, after the sting.
These indicate a potentially dangerous envenomation that may require urgent medical treatment:
Heart palpitations, loss of muscle control (nervous twitches and/or lack of coordination) dizziness,
hypersensitivity to touch and/or noise, tachycardia (raised heartbeat with Parabuthus granulatus,
slower with P. transvaalicus), extreme dryness of mouth (or excessive salivation in the case of P.
transvaalicus). Children commonly display hyperactivity. Headaches, stomach cramps and
diarrhoea are common. Remember, because it’s a neurotoxin, your breathing and your heart are
most at risk – fatalities are likely to result from cardiac or asthmatic attack. Once stabilised,
patients are usually back on their feet within a few days, although nervous twitches and pins and
needles may persist for up to weeks later, as the damaged nervous system repairs itself.
Treatment
First of all REMAIN CALM. Very few stings are actually fatal – even with our most venomous
scorpions. The important thing is to identify the scorpion so you know what you’re dealing with.
Capture the culprit (or kill it if you have no other option) for positive identification. Then get the
victim to lie as still as possible – avoid raising the patient’s heartbeat or breathing rate as this will
speed up the spread of poison.
As with all wounds, the sting site should be washed thoroughly. A tetanus shot will prevent
infection. On mild stings, Zam-Buk, Germolene or Prep may suffice to prevent infection. A tightly
wrapped pressure bandage or plaster (in the case of a limb or appendage) should be applied
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immediately to slow down the spread of poison via the lymph system. Applying ice to the sting site
immediately will also numb the pain and inhibit the poison flow. A mild analgesic (Aspirin or
Paracetamol) may also be administered in the case of mild and medium stings. Avoid morphine
based painkillers and barbiturates – they may exacerbate the effects. Anti-histamines should only
be taken for an allergic reaction.
Serious stings (where systemic symptoms display) should be referred for immediate professional
medical treatment. Keep a close eye on the patient’s heartbeat and breathing until you can get to
a hospital.
Severe systemic envenomation should be treated with scorpion antivenin administered slowly
(over 3-5 minutes) and intravenously (NOT into the muscle or the wound). In less severe cases
scorpion antivenin may be diluted in sodium chloride 0.9% or dextrose 5% and administered
intravenously over 5–10 minutes.
Note that antivenin should only be administered by a medical expert as, in some cases, the
antivenin may cause anaphylactic shock and induce cardiac or respiratory failure in the patient. It
usually takes 2 – 4 hours to reach its peak effect. A follow-up dose is sometimes required. In
cases of confirmed P. transvaalicus (NOT P. granulatus) stings, atropine may be administered to
control excessive salivation and secretions.
Slow intravenous administration of 10% calcium gluconate may provide relief from pain and
cramp, but is only effective for 20 to 30 minutes.
Besides stinging, P. transvaalicus is also known to spray venom (up to 1m) by flicking the tail,
targeting the eyes. Eyes must be flushed copiously with water or any bland fluid (e.g. milk, contact
lens solution) or. In severe cases, a solution of 1 part antivenin: 10 parts water may be used.
Mythbusters
The subject of old “boereraad” remedies is highly contentious. A farmer in Alldays insists that
brown vinegar neutralizes scorpion stings, but I haven’t seen any proof. However, in Melkrivier,
my wife Christy experienced a bad allergic reaction to an Opistophthalmis glabrifrons sting. Our
host wrapped the swollen foot in a rag soaked with diesel and the pain and swelling subsided
almost immediately! However, I can only vouch for this working in the case of an allergic reaction
to O. glabrifrons, so if anyone reading this has other anecdotal evidence, I’d love to hear from
you!
The Bedouins in North Africa (who live among some of the world’s deadliest scorpions) make
sting victims drink a cup of olive oil – whether the polyunsaturated ω-3 fatty acids in the oil help
inhibit the effect of the poison has yet to be explored.
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DON’TS

DO’S

DON’T panic

DO immobilize the victim

DON’T squeeze or cut the wound

DO keep the scorpion for identification

DON’T apply suction to the wound (forget
those old cowboy movies!)

DO seek to inhibit poison spread with a
pressure bandage and/or ice

DON’T attempt electric shock treatment (as if
a scorpion sting wasn’t sore enough)

DO seek medical assistance if systemic
symptoms present

DON’T administer drugs/antivenin unless you
have the proper training

Remember, prevention is better than cure
Take simple precautions to avoid being stung. Find out in advance what dangerous scorpions (if
any) occur in your area. Wear closed footwear, especially from dusk onwards when scorpions
may be out and about. When camping, don’t sleep directly on the ground. Always shake out
clothing, footwear and bedding to dislodge unwanted visitors. Be cautious when picking up rocks
or logs or collecting firewood – you may be disturbing a scorpion’s home!
References:
Department of Health Standard treatment guidelines and essential drugs list for South Africa 1998
N.J. Bergman, Opistophthalmus glabrifrons scorpion envenomation, SAMJ 86:8 1996
G.J.Müller, T.Debont, A.Swerts, J.J. van der Walt, et al. Comparison and characterization of the venoms of
three Parabuthus scorpion species occurring in southern Africa, 1997
G.J. Müller Management Of Venomous Bites And Stings: A Mini-Review
G.J. Müller, L.Schrire, L. Pantanowitz The diagnosis and treatment of envenomation in South Africa. SA
Institute for Medical Research, 1996
A. McVean, M.Alaa, A.Omran, M.H. El-Nagar, The demography of scorpion envenomation in Bedouin from
St. Catherine, Sinai (Egypt), Serket (2002) vol. 8(2): 43-56
O. Rose-Innes, EnviroHealth Expert, Health24, May 2006
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Shop window
5-litre plastic sweetie jars with blue lids, for keeping live arachnids

R20.00

Plastic eye glasses, 15x magnification good optics

R60.00

Golf shirts
Men’s Yellow only XXL – M with logo

R120.00

Ladies’ Black only XL & L with logo

R110.00

Kiddies’: T-shirts, vests, golf shirts, shirts
with collars, stamped with spiders and scorpions. Majority
yellow a few brown
Small sizes

R45.00

Larger sizes

R50.00

Bandanas, yellow with black line drawings

R60.00

Khaki caps with logo one size fits all

R75.00

Utility bag black, no logo

R50.00
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SPIDER CLUB DIARY 2009/2010
2009
Saturday 18th July, 2009 2 pm for 2.30 till 8 pm. AGM & spit braai. Walter Sisulu National Botanical
Garden, Malcolm Road, Poortview.

Saturday, 15th August, 2009 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. Macro/Micro Photo Workshop.

18th to 20th September 2009 Biodiversity Fair at the Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden, Malcolm
Road, Poortview. This is a very important event as it is showcasing all biodiversity. We need volunteers
and specimens! Please contact Astri Leroy.
19th September 2009 Westdene Open Day. Please contact Alistair Mathie if you can help.
4 days – 8th – 11th October, 2009 Yebo Gogga, University of the Witwatersrand. Liaise with Joan Faiola.

Saturday 28th November, 2009 Spider Walk Melville Koppies Nature Reserve.
Date

28th November 2009

venue

Melville Koppies Central

parking

Kafue Rd, Emmarentia
(26* 10’26,5” S and 28* 00’ 46,8” E)

Cost

R40 per person

equipment

hat, sun block, tackies, juice, packed lunch.

Booking

Wendy 011 482 4797

Information

www.mk.org.za, (Melville Koppies)

2010
Saturday 30th January Kloofendal ‐ Beginners’ Spider Identification Course for people 15 years and older.
Numbers limited.. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. R150 per person. Book with Karin or Steve Spottishwood 011-674-2980
072-595-6991 (Karin) 082-558-3158 (Steve) Entry into the reserve is free. There are picnic and ablution
facilities.
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Weekend 5th – 7th February Andre Lambrecht’s farm Terra Nostra near Marble Hall. Self catering,
numbers limited to 20. Beds available for 10 people, the rest camping. R25 per person to cover gas, water
and any breakages. 3 showers 2 toilets. Absolutely stunning place, koppies, sodic soils, thornveld and
broadleaf veld, bird hide (complete with black mamba!) overlooking a dam and super campsite.
DIRECTIONS TO TERRA NOSTRA FROM N1 north or Pretoria.
From Zambezi offramp +‐ 50 kms to first stop at Moloto.
Go straight 10 kms to 2nd stop at Kwamhlanga. Turn left. This is about 1 hour from farm gate. (Phone
now)
At next stop 40 kms further turn right.
Carry on +‐ 17 kms. (crossing over 2 stops) till you get to T‐junction. Turn left.
Approx. 10 k further (on Marble Hall Road) enter a 60 kph zone (STICK TO IT!) 300 m AFTER 60 KPH SIGN
TURN RIGHT ONTO DIRT ROAD.
3 K further cross straight over another dirt road (watch out for speeding taxis!) follow main track to gate
10 kms on.

Photos © JM Leroy
Saturday 13th February Public night walk concentrating on scorpions, Waler Sisulu National Botanical
Garden, Malcolm Road, Poortview. Times to be confirmed. Leader Alistair Mathie but volunteers needed
who know arachnids and the garden because we have not limited numbers.
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SCSA NOMINATION FORM AGM 2009
The current committee members are all willing to serve a second term (with approval from the floor)
but course we would welcome new committee members.
You may volunteer and nominate yourself or if you know of someone who would be good at it, please
fill in the nomination form attached. NOTE : If you nominate someone else please ensure that they
are willing and able to do the job. They absolutely don't have to be arachnid fundis.

2008/9 COMMITTEE
Joan Faiola
Lloyd Grobler
Astri Leroy
Jaco Leroux
Alistair Mathie
Miemmie Prinsloo
Danie Smit

 -----------------------------------------

I nominate: NAME:
(Who has agreed to this nomination)
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